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frequently have such instances been

—

he Gruivdian Adii

.more elections by acclamation.

thing, however worthy of re-election
‘the incumbents of civic office may be.
It bespeaks public apathy as much, at
least, as it does puble indorsation of
the policies of the administration; and
nefther the office holders nor the

in that. Something, we suggest, is
lacking whenever there is fmmn
thé public's part to take an ve
rather t}an a passive role in the bus-
iness of ‘government; and contested
eléttions are ‘the democratic means
- provided for this activity: The occa-
sions on which they go by default
shbuld be the exception rather than
the rule.
" Let’s hope that this will prove to be
thé case when the next civic contests
are called, and on subsequent occa:
sions as well. '

2" Convincing Arguments

' Mr. Macquarrie’s proposal for the
establishment of a parliamentary com-
mittee to-examine the whole field of
federal-provincial relations, ta which
reference was made in these columns
recently, hasn’t brought much re-
sponse from the government. But it is.
being discussed across the country,
and that is a good way to insure that
eventually it will get attention. The

latest comment we have seen is in a |

leading editorial in the London Free
Prc::, an Ontario paper which has no
partisan bias, in which the suggestion
of our junior MP for Queens is
buttressed - with some convincing -
arguments. :

At t glance, says the: London’
‘paper, the idea would appear to be.
a dubious one. It could be argued that .
such a Commons panel would embark
upon a bootless excursion into com-
plex and sensitive areas of constitu-
tional - and fiscal -affairs without
specific purpose and without hope
of practical or conclusive result. But
it is recalled that the whole justifica-
tion for the last election was the vex-
ing difficulties and “tough decisions’-
thét lay ahead for. the government in
its dealings with the provinces. To |
date, there has been no delineation of
these, problems by the central authori-
ty. no, attempt to provide the country
with a chart as to its national purpose
and course. : ‘

Rather, Canadians have had to be

" content with the spectacle of its fed.
eral govérnment appearing to deal in
ad hoc fashion with issues and prob-
lems propelled to the gurface by
provincial initiative, or unhappily by

ernment.

“worse. here tiian ifi"other provinces; -
but if our provinecial authorities have
been negligent in the manner indicat-
ed by the federal official, we have
ourselves to blame for being placed

conspicuously on the suspect list. This-
icity - i our
municipalities or the province, The

. matter should be clarified, and there

should be firm assurance that stricter
attention will be paid to the obliga-
tions we have entered into with
respect to these programs. g

As Others See Us

The doings on Parliament - Hill
Farelyget more than a passing glance
from American press commentators.
But the Milwaukee Journal notes,
with a touch of envy, that in this time

..of troubles one free world capital can
be exercised over things as harmle
as a flag and a song. e
“It took the Canadian parliament,”
it recalls, ‘33 days of angry debate,
252 speeches and four recorded votes
to reach agreement on a new national
flag. When the struggle ended, the
‘241 members of parliament stood at
their desks, smiled or glared, depend-
ing. on their sympathies, and sang
‘O Canada’. Now the government has
decided that after nearly 100 years of
existence Canada should have an of-
* ficial national anthem. ‘O Canada’,
usually sung at formal and state oc-
casions, has been recommended. Un-
fortunately, there are several lyrical
versions of the song, French as well
as English. Which one shall it be?
A heated debate is expected.”
~ Well, there are other things our
‘parliament gets het up about, too. But
these are what make outsiders gaze -
at us with awe, if not admiration,
wondering, “in this time of troubles,”
how we can get by with so little.in-
volvement in matters of graver con-

cern!
EDITORIAL NOTE

The new Parliament has only been
sitting a couple of weeks, but already
the question of Faster and summer
holidays has popped up. In reply to a
query from Conservative House
leader Michael Start, Liberal House
leader George Mclllraith said the gov-
ernment hopes for ah Easter recess
beginning with the conclusion of bus-

~iness—on -April 6—two days before-
Good Friday. The House would not
sit again until April 19. As for a sum-
mer recess, Mr. Mcllraith said it was .

but the government hoped for a two-

provincial demand and ’conflict. Too

3 «

month break.

too early yet to set a specificc date -

_ same makeip as before,

L

roughly the size of the United

{—We-don't think the situation 18 | states east of the Mississippi.

-GEOLOGIST AND.SHEIK . . .
On a jet flight from the sea-
port of Jidda to Rivadh, the roy-
al capital, there was a typical
Saudi blend of past and present.
“A Saudi nce  wearing
white robe headcloth and
black ‘aba, or cloak, sat with his
three wives; only their high

covering black garments. A Bri-
fish geologist fanned his red
mustache with a copy of The
Times, while across the“aisle a
weathered desert sheik sat next
to a bodyguard armed with a
silver- mounted dagger and a
Czech submachine gun.”

At Riyadh, the huge glass-
and- concrete bulldings of the
new Saudi Government minis-
tries line the six-lane road lead-
ing from the airport. Yet the old

centuries old to do #."

- NO.WOMEN DRIVERS Rt
The status of women in Saudi |
Arabia ‘is chenging gradually. .

Polygamy is mow rare among
the educated classes, but wom-
en are stil forbidden to drive |
automobiles. If one is  caught '
behind the wheel, her husband
risks jail.

1
writer visited a three-day wed-
ding party—for men only. The
groom seemed as nervous as
any groom anywhere. "It's his
first wedding,” teased an old
man. ‘‘The second, third, and
fourth marriages are always
| easier." :

l Calling at the Ministry of Pet-
roleum and Mineral Resources,
Mr. Abercrombie found a friend
entertaining in typical Arab
style, plying the many guests

el
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ORGANIZED CONFUSION - ‘
Sir,—As a ‘potato grower T
am disgusted and - ashamed of
our potato organizations and
the provincial government for.
their neglect and lack of direc-
tion, and  just plain stupidity
shown towards-one of the best
industries with. which this Is-
land has ever been blessed.

We have all the trappings’ of
a major.industry; we have a Po-
tato s  Organization
which was conceived in obscur-
ity and sucked in a vacuum of
thought. This organization has
taken a megative approach in all
matters pertaining to the in-
dustry and this past month . has
shown it to be as uncontrollable
and useless as ever. Its major
role seems to be to dominate

and maintain the P. E. I. Potato |

_Marketing Board and fo make
it quite ineffective. This is the
organization that works hand in
hand with the Minister of Agri-
culture, Mr. MacRae, who. rec-

“.ognizes it ag the only voice of

the Jsland potato farmer.
Our Minister of Agniculture

~‘has made himself -a controver-

sisl part of the plot. On Apnil
2,. 1965, we _had the !amou&
‘‘MacRae Plebiscite’’, that $25.-
000 extravaganza, that engineer.
ed a Marketing Board with the

From the Agricultural De-
partment comes the vearly
warning - “‘that  only certifi
seed potatoes or better could
planted and that this regula.
tion would be enforced.”” . There
was no enforcement of the regu..
lation and as it has been learn.
ed from the recent meeting, Mr,
MacRae had given from 25 - 30
dividual growers permission to
plant table stock. — This very

question was asked Mr, MacRae | '

at the Prince County Federa-
tion meeting and his reply was
that meither he nor his depart-
ment had given anyone permis-
ston to plant anything but what
the regulations called for. These
two ‘answers are far from be-
ing compatible. The actual
count as indicated In The Guar.
dian.of Feb. § was §7 permits for
the growing .of petatoes from
table stock. And one out of every
six of these farmers had either
positive disc se or a conlact.

What does this all mean? To

*

me it means our potat
zations  and the provincial gov-
ernment has not
sponsible leadership; it
also a disease problem
capable in very short
disposing of our seed
and if our-seed busine b
g0, so also would our tablestock.
The seed potato has beén the
greatest industry that the Is-

rection and control this well a-
dapted industry could be ex-
panded many times. - Mr. Gor-
don Ross ‘of the Plant Protection
'Br&nch of the Federal Depart.
ment tells us that this disease
problem could be disposed of,
| but no one asked him how to go
about it at these potato produ-
| cers meetings.

This latest meeting of

own best product (due to dis-
ease) how can we expect to -%_

1

5

iz

not be tolerated anywhere else
but in' P EI. We don't

organiza but we need more
responsible. 1 e §

,/, 1 am, Sir, ete.,

L g mm»

Sir,— Is it unusual to see a
crane in the winter? On Feb. 4
| my son David and I saw a crane
| feeding in a nearby brook where

it was free from ice. When we
got too close it flew further up

stream. seem to be quite

a number of robins putting in

their appearance lately. So
| maybe spring is near.

' I am, Sir, etc.,

schools. . . shattering traditions .

land has ever had and with di- | dung

. | to shame.”

1 would be more

shock: strange clothes, a thous-
and”things to learn— and regul-
ar hours. Wadlaah! To_become
a slave to the clock! But regul-
ar hours mean regular pay.

“I used to dive for pearis. It
was dangerous work— seasonal
too—and my eplit of the pearls
was small. Now I earn as much
in a month as I did in a year.
Next vear, Allah willing, I'l
buy my own house.” {

Even the traditional annual |
pilgrimage to Mecca has been |

brushed_by the winds of change. | a nail
A new four-lane highway leads | any significance in this?

into the holy city. M. Abercrom- |
bie saw it overflowing with ta-
xis, red. Ford pickups, enormous
diesel trucks, buses with roofs
overflowing with baggage and
passengers, bicycles, Cadillacs,
and donkey-drawn water carts.
The_hundreds of pilgrims on foot
were moving faster than those
on wheels. Amazingly, the
world's biggest traffic jam tak-
et place every year in desert

National Geographlie !
writer rode a camel ulon.: one |
of Saudi Arabia’s last regular |
caravan routes. Despite the ha- |
zards of sand, dust, and chassis- |

as wonder drugs?

REPLY
No, even though they are ex-

cellent = antibacterial products.
The term * der drugs
coined by science writers and

Mrs. H.
1, both in
from a

REPLY
Perfect harmony is the aim of

all marriages, but don't you
think you are carrying it too
far?

their hair.to make i straight. Is
there any harm in doing this? -

REPLY

Yes, i the shaft -or scalp fs
burned. :

(NOTE: All cerrespondence
fo Dr. Van Dellen should be
addressed t(o: Dr. Theodore

Van Dellen, co Chicage Trib-

big toe. Is there '

We're all for modern inven-

]

Ri

tions. We wouldn't give up our
| electric dishwasher, our no-sho-
vel furnace or our vacuum clea-
ner for any inducement. But it
is pleasant to note that many

i

— §
-
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the natural scientists find a wa,v‘
to control the weather so that
it rains only late at night, the

eO

mm are necessities today:
.the paper clip, the rubber

a few office supplies, the broom
and dustpan in the kitchen; the
hammer and shears in the
workshop. We are glad to note
that these old-timers are still
taken for granted. il

For no matter how grateful.
one may be for new labor-sav-
ing devices, it is comforting te
know that many old-fashioned
tools are still needed. Long
may they serve.

ﬂn_attednc roads, most of the
: _colorfu!  caravans |
have given way to jeeps, buses,
and giant trucks. Saudi drivers |
learn to'be resourceful. One pat- |
ched a radiator leaf with a mix- |
ture of barley flour and camel !
“Arabla shone with the 1 |
of Islam long before Edism'
electric illumination,” Mr. Ab-
ercrombie writes. ‘It prospered
without oil “wells, occupied  the
deserts without trucks and fer-
tilizers, conquered great distan-
ces without jet planes.
“Now with all these modern
boons, it will rise from its slum- |

- | ber, Allah willing, to shlne" '
‘Moncton
‘Saint John .

anew, and put Aladdin’s lamp

P

Our Yesterdays

(From The Guardian Files)

TWENTY - FIVE YEARS AGO
A (February 11, 1941)

His Excellency, Right Rever-
end J.A. O'Sullivan, Bishop of
Charlottetown,” celebrated the
10th anmiversary of his appoint-
ment to the Roman Catholie Dio-
cese of Charlottetown.

The executive of the Charlot-
u-to_wn Fire Department, con-
sisting of Chle! Angus MacEach-
ern, Capt. L.A. Stewart, Cap-
tain H. Jewel and secretary,
:ﬂgu; Henry, were re-elected

annual meeting.~held
the fire hall, . . 5
TEN YEARS AGO'

. (February 11, 1956)

Miss Sue Hollett, a native of
Burin, Newfoundland, arrived in
the city for the purpose of or-
ganizing and conducting a
achool for retarded children,
which was sponsored by the
Charlottetown Branch of the
Canadian Legion, BESI-

Criticism of the proposed
causeway to connect this Prov-
ince with the mainland, coupled |
with the claim that a. tunmnel
practical;
voiced by Mr. T.J. Kiec g

MALCOLM A. MacLEOD
Grand View, P.E.L

§

MP._for Kings, in an address
broadcast on this day. « ;

one, IHlinels.)

Montreal

Charlottetown to:




