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The Karl Fleichers
- Have Unusual Story

By NEIL A. \IATRESON
Provinclal-Farm Editor
ONE OF the many unusual stories that came my way

. concerns Karl Fletcher who was born at 16 Brighton Road

Charlottetown and his lovely wife ‘‘“Midge”, the * former
Marjorie Andros, Victoria, B.C. His father, C. Pope Fletcher,
who operated a music store in this City came from Orwell.

The Jate Charlie Williamis first brought the story to my
'attention—Charlie’'s wife was Karl's sister—when he brought
me a Victoria, B.C. magazine. Late last. summer Mrs. Lyman
Davison, City phoned to tel me the Fletchers were in Char-
lottetown, and I was able to arrange for an interesting inter-
view \withastwo charming people. . \

I ghould say now that this story wlll run over into next
week’s column. I {ind it too lntereq&c to chop it up, just
to get it info one editiow.

One of the first events in an unusually. colorful career
came when Karl just happened to be in Halifax at the time
of the tremendous explosion—a ship loaded ;it: munitions

December 1916

overseas, been invalided home and charged with the mission
of recruiting British nationals in the United States,

The recruiting mission was a success. “We ran a full
train from New York to Halifax each week. Many were

was moving into Palestine.

ollowing the Armistice, in November 1918, Karl travel-
led to New York, went into the foreign service of the National
—City-Bank, headed for Caracas in Venezuela, was sent sev-
eral hundred miles up the Orinoco river to where gold had
been discovered. It was jungle. country and he purchased

gold from prospectors amidst pumas, jaguars and other un-

Big Bank Dej posits, For One Day

KARL FLETCHER next was with the American Foreign
Bank Corporation and was sent eventually to China where
they were creating a new bank branch in Tsiananfu. And
this lead: me to one of the unusual facets of the Fletcher

When the bank opened its doors for business the Chinese
brought huge amounts of silver. ““They came with carts and
rlcksluws." he told me, *“and deposited large sums with
us”. 9. H. Thomas, vice-president of the bank was there
and hejwas so dellgbted he wired back a colorfully optimistie
story of how the Chinese had filled the valuts to overflowing
with silver. It was a most auspicious beginning.

Next day, though, the Chinese came back with the same
vehicles and carted all of their silver away. Mr. Fletcher
was worried, he just coul‘n't understand it. He asked through
an- “What in_H- is going on?"_

He found it was an enmple of Chinese eourlesy '!'hey
brought their money to get the bank away to a good start,
Mr. Fletcher told me with a grin. It’s easy to smile about
it now. It was most disconcerting then.

‘had served |
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thing—they
s Karl-surrendered==it- Was the only thing he could do.
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Soon after he Teft the bank where he found {he real de-
cisions were taken by the Chinese co-managers, and headed
for Fien-'l‘lin in Manchuria, *where he managed a cotton

Sutton” who had co-invented the Stokes machine gun. At the
time Sutton was Chief of Staff of Chang-Tse-Lin, governor of\
China’s three northern provinces. China was torn by civil
war—the time was the early 1920’s—but I'm gaing to skip the
Fletcher-Sutton part, because I think other facets of the story
are more interesting here, though I'll mention that the two
returned to Canada and formed the firm of Fletcher and
Suttoh in Vancouver, B.C.

,.g’d Chinese — Then To Macao

USINES melted away when the crash came that
depression of the Thirties and Karl re-
turned to Chlna Al‘ter a turn at helping the Chinese fight
the Jap invader, we find Karl Fletcher in Macao, a Portu-
geu colony, founded in 1557 and some 40 miles from Hong
ong
. Karl managed a British-held electric light company, a
British. concession, Macao was not an interment camp, for
(aina was not at war against Portugal, “but it was similar,
were completely surrounded by Japanese”, Mr
Fletcher recalled.

He had married his “‘Midge’ in-1938 and she was with -
him through the troubled times that developed when the Far
Eastern war developed lnw a world conflict.

In Macao they had been "completelv surrounded by
Japanese “‘who put preuure on the Portuguese to close
out the Bnthh-owned light company. Karl had received
orders from London to hold on, notlowrrendeb—ltwu
euytowlmofdenh-ommnoteEnland

man who was born in Charlottetown resisted all pres-

“ sures brought against him, until finally the Portugese gov-

ernor said' they would take the concession “by force”. That
was a different had a w in the harbor, and

It will be- understood that his defiance of the Japanese
had not made him popular ywith the Japanese army officers,
“My wife and T were in a dangerous positioi,” hé recalled.
"’l;hey mllght kidnap or even shoot us”. They had to get
out. or else

Perilous Route Throu h China

'l'lw ONLY escape route involved was a long difficult and

zardous journey -across the huge Southwest area, onto’

t, across the Himalayas—but let me tell you about it,
as Karl and Midge Fletcher told it to me.

First of all they virtually had to get through the Jap-
anese lines, before they started on the long, tortuous:mcad
to eventual freedom. With the couple was their son Donald,
who had been a university student in Hong Kong, had been
captured by the Japanese, but eScaped when he hid in the
hold of a cargo ship which was' coming to Macao. The
students had been forced to load the smps\Ronald is Rarl's
son by his first wife.

The Jaafmese were in all the lowlands,
told me. e had to keep to the mountains.
by night and hid during the daylight hours.”

Thanks to an old German friend, they had money to
pay for most of their real needs. The German had warned
Carl that war was coming. Buy up all the gold vou ean
afford to get, he warned them, currency will be no good
when the real ‘trouble breaks, he had warned.

“We sewed the gold coins into our clothing’’, the Fletchers
told me. Finally, as their funds dwindled, ‘Midge sold her
diamond engagement ring. She had had it tied in her hair.

There were many scares as the Fletchers made their
perilous way to Assam. Danger was never far away at any
time they never knew when it might develop disastrously
for them.

They d good guides, Chme:e smugglers were adept *
at running; blockadés, they had to be to survive. They spirited
the Fletchers away at midnight.

The Fletchers had helped others escape, now they were
trying the same thing themselVes. They realized: their way
was filled with perils, but they entrusted themselves to -
the canny smugglers and their ‘methods of getting through.

Knives Cut Japanese Nets

THE SMUGGLERS used long, sharp knives to cut their
way through nets that hed been placed strategically to stop
them. Finally they left the smugglers boat and headed inland.

The Fletchers fifally fell in with a British convoy: they
were actually able to ride for a part of the journey. The riding
was on rough trucks, military lorries, but it beat walking,
especially when the shoes were wearing off their feet. And
they did just that.

It took 28 days to get from the Japanese lines to free
China. Those 23 days were the worst. Certainly they were
the most fearsomely perilous, Mrs. Fletcher recalled for
me. The entire journey took 73 days.

But the going was still rough: the unexpected often
happened. Often they were sidetracked into small villages
where they felt no white man hed ever been seen prev-
fously. The adventurous travellers pedalled on old blcycles
for almost a_ week, then went forward on foot.

Finally, though, they made it to Assam “where Tibet
and China and India meet’’. Ahead was perhaps the most
difficult part of their trip, ‘across the fearsome Himalaya
mountains. But luck was with them. There they met one of
the- Yank “Flying Tigers” who were- ﬂh@g OVeE -
the mountains regularly,

Sat On Floor Across Hlmala yas

A RESPONSIBLE officer told them they could be flown
across the' Himalayas is they would sit on the floor, and
without oxygen.: It meant flying at pérhaps 25,000 feet “in
placesc The lack of axygen didn't interfere with their breath-
ing, ?hey told me, but they had no strength, “You just
couldn’t lift your arms, for examplé‘ the Fletchers ex-
plalned

Next week's column will tell the rest of the story of the
Fletchers. Friends tell me they may return to h\‘! here, but
of that 1 know mothing

the Fletchers
We travelled
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T Minide Tie: s ) B g
2 ey Dever lil.eies
1 Heetrie Toolh BPUsh .i..isvsicssosnces sassesuces
3 Slip Safety Treads
1 Sugar Meter, Dripless Servers P & S
1 Electric Comb
5 Grapefruit Knives ............... tecsscasans sesssssen
$ Clothes Dryers iiL...cvveeesen St PR AR N AR SLE
1. Scales (yellow)

........................ tassasvene
avsiresssnsnnes

........ T T

1 Plastic Garbage Can .....

“sssessassansessanettas  o°

3 Men's Sweaters, 255, 1—-M ...
4 Men’'s Pyjamas, 2—-B, 2—C

TEETNG

HARDWARE

140 E7697 Cupboard Door Hings .................. '
120 427E Cupboard Door Pulls .'.......ccesss P AIPIEA
20 [E408-26 Cupboard Door Pulls ..... .
10 E444-10 Cupboard. Door Pulls

20 E501-10 Cupboard Door Book Plates ..
1 Gal. Dri-Home Shingle Stain

(\

30 Lobster Butter Dishes ................ s s ieva 149
4 Salad Sets ........ peiy. Gesssisnbacsorisispessnsav IO
1 Evangeline Ware Vase ........cossecesnsssesscsonssss 598 °
7 Oxford Petal Sugar Bowls .............. Shsanseneseee 1.98
B Bnett - Glow PISHENS ..l . .vissssnonsnasesssasasses 32
1 Pair Book Ends (damaged) ...eesecasssscscesacecess 5.50
1 Salad Set (damaged ...'...................... ....... J11.98
1 -Fotlery Vost (QEMAEME) . iccicirnnorsssasrsssinssns 349

4° Men's Under Shirts, size small ........ sssssssnessess 1.98
2 Men’s Polo Shirts, sizes 1—S, 1—L ..............00i0 4.98
4 Men’s Dress Shirts, asst colors, 115, 1——1.:'6 1—-16
Bl e e T ik e ks 5.98
4 Men's Dress Shirts, ass’t. colors, size 16 ............ 5.98
2 Men's Drawers, siZe 34 . o “esssessassasses 4.98
2 Men’s Work Sweaters, 1——48 SR R Y
3 Mens Casual Pants, 1—40, 2—42 .........ccc000annee 5.98
3 Men’s Casual Pants, 1—30, 1—34, 1—36 ............ 5.98
12 Men's Work Shirts, ass’t. colors, 3—S, 9—M .......; 2.98
'l 4 Boys Sweaters, asst. colors, 1—S, Sk 5.98
1 Men's Topcoat, colour grey, size 36 ......... Rebraens 44.95
4 Men’s Hooded Jackets, 1—36, 2—40, 1—42 .......... 24.95
3 Men’s Suburban Coats, color grey,»1—34, 138, 1—48 24 95
1. Men’s Sport Coat, light blue, size 37 ...........ce0n. 19.95
S Do Bpordk Conts, slae W . .. .. ... .0 L 2995 .
4 Boys Suits, grey & blue check, 1—13, 1—14; 2—15 .... 29.95
3° Boys Ski Jacke!s, color blue, size 18 ................ 11.95
_4 Boys Orlon Plle Q“ealers l—S Z—M l-—L ........

”
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Sheet Doy THe QNS .0 i st ransanivh 16.95
Sheet Arborite damg'd, brown pll:l Sbesbeuva 22.95
Sheet 4’ x 8 Ranchwall, damg’d shevve. TR
2 8" x6 8 x13% RS Mogh damgd ............ 12,29
2 6" x 6 6" x 1% R.C Mogh. damg'd ............ 7.98
2’ 6" x 3' Panoroma Window, double glul, no screen uss
DRES- Oomunt: (Ne) - oo iaiicssindionoios

sheet Y4 R.S. Mogh. Particle Core ................ 123
No. 24 Screen Door 2’ 10” x 6’ 10" ...... cecsssnees 10.98
226"x6 6" x1% D. F. Door .......... sedese eess 14.90

BUILDING SUPPLIES

Quantity Orig. SALE Quantity
1 Pile Lined Tweed Coat with Hood, size 14 .......... 69.95 15.67 1 Tea Wagon; tubular steel, white .....,........ wiiee M
1 Black and White Tweed Coat, size 20 ...... Sésivres l:: 1 Bookcase Bed, full size, walnut, damaged .......... l?: ;
1 Wool Coat, navy, size 8 . ceessesces .96 5 L DN R Y ;... ..k nnnstosidran bl i inosp s g
-2 Rain & dﬂ gub.. bluo. yollaw un T — N m— N | - %7 yds. Viscose Runner, multi eolour candy stripe, 27"
1 Arnel Maternity Dress, blue, size 14 . -.............. 19.95 9.47. B N T B s Vi dah yd. 229
§ Cotton Print two piece Dresses, sizes 11 14, 16 . 6.98 2.37 1 Carriage, lift off steed body beige, damaged ...... 495
5 Long Nylon Gowns, size 38, 42, 4 ................. oo 900 4.17 1 Wood Rocker (damaged) ................... sasstia- N
1- Flannelette amas (soiled), size 36 .......... ... 5.98 2.67 1 Table Lamp & Shade, tangerine (dlmaled) ’ .. 14.95
12 Antron Half Slips, white and naturelle, size M. L 598 207 2 Table Lamps and Shades .................. T
17 Nu-Back Corsets, ful lhip, -assorted sizes ............ lo.oo e 1 Box Spring, single size, (d‘ml.ed) diesasnsenssess IS
18 Girdles, and pull on, sizes SML .......... 6.00 1.77
8 Fibrefill Bras, size 32B, 34C .............. R RIGPIR X 2.23'
4 Pull en Givdies, sise s;mall .......ccovetvsesscsesccss 12.50 3.57
1 Lycra Panty Girdle, size small . cevs 3100 4.9
14 Bandeau Streteh Bra size 36 - 40 sessense . 190 217
2 Handbags, black & brown .......... crerronye 195 5.2 1 Window Blind, color green, 28" x 0", .............. 3.98
s s“"“"’"’j"’" Bindhogs, Mock & brown .......... 298 1% 19% yds. Durabina Flannel, pOIOF PINK ... .....oeesscene 1.98
: 10 yds. Cotton Organdy, color green .....,....ceoteeeess 119
11 yds. Cotton, 2 colors peach & blue ......ccvevvvmune. z.m
’ E 8% yds. Crystal Charm, color pmk .69
CHILDREN'S WEAR 6% yds. Tweed, color gray ....... 3.98
1 Rayon Cottage Set, (soiled) ... 3.49
I A EEY 1 Dacron Coftage Set (soiled) ... 598
b4 Vlyell- Weskits, sizes 8-10-12-14, bluebr«l pldd 498 . lﬂ\ 1 Cushion (soiled), color turquoise ..........ceceveeee.. 3.98
2 Skirts, sizes 8% -12%, beige ........................ 5.98 117
< Diaper Sets, M-L - EX: L., white & blue ........... 3.9 1.7
4 Cotton Dresses, sizes 8% - 10 - 14%, navy skirt,
e e tegpl g A sei s e a 898 W SPORTING GOODS and TOYS - Charlottetown
2 Cotton Dresses, sizes 10T & 14T, blue print ........ 12.95 t &y
2 Dresses, sizes 10% - 12'%, pink & blue, lace trim .. 10.95 4.87
1 Boy’s Coat & Cap Set (quilted lining), size 3X, beige - 1 Body Conditioner Kit ............... s seedeasisrogis T
TTWeed browm trim ... 12% 7. L DD QU ... .. oooolionionesuonssnasssnhae 15.98
14 Infants Stretch Suits 21 - 30 lbs. Ass't. colors (im- . 4 Nursiey Sceale Tows ...........céc00040 L bk anhnn 1.98
perfects) ...6...........ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaeane 1.98 1.07 1 pair Bauer Skatess.................. fidsivisitaies TS
14 Terry Stretch Rompers M. & L., asst. colors ....... 298 1.97 B e BORMES icciiiiiiisiiiisiunibeivansiiod :
2 Pair Snow Pants, size 4, brown ... ............... . 598 2.67 .2 Ironing Boards ...... ih G HERE IR e s e Rt o
3 Dlrt Boards .............. sessecsssenssssRsecebe

1 Length the-Vent Chimney Section (dnmaged) ....... 17.98
1 2°0” x 6'6” x 13/8” Mahogany Door (damaged) .. 6.98
1. 2’8" x 6'6” x 13/8 Mahogany Door (damaged) .. 9.98
360 Sheets 16" x 48" Insulated Lath .................... 49
2 sheets %" x 4’ x 10" Sheetrock (damaged) .......... 3.3
1 sheet 3/16” x 4’ x 8 Louan Prefinished Plywood
ge e T T | R R e S A SR S B B R T A ) > 1.9
% sheets %" x 4 x & Louan Plywood (damaged) .... 4.75
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SPORTING GOODS and TOYS = Summerside
Doll Carriage (without hood) ......seceseevcccess. 11.95 697
Sewing Machine (damaged) ... ...... irsiisnsspas e 2D 4.17
Highway Tow Truck (battery operated) ........ Sis 1B E R
boxes Canuck Light Load 2% 12 gauge dlell ......... 3.35 1.97
pr. Foam Shin Protectors ..........ccccceensesocnanes 1.25 57
pr. Foam Shin Protectors .......ieesssesssciserssees 1.25 57
Gas & Oil Lamp Stove Heater ..............:. endiss ;4.“ 15.97

-
HOUSEWARES
Sunbeam Wafﬂe & Grill ~.......0 S aAR SRR e ke 4295 ﬁ.ﬂ
Electric €omb ......cccccccenssscccvessssessscsscssis 895 47
Cake Servers .......cooceecesss sqssscsssesss sebeness ™ 4.98 .17
PIgstie - BiRs i sisivThssrveasah s susssnses 498 3.17
Aluminum Pitcher .....cccecessveeces =L issensnise 1D 4.837
Bread BoxX .. ......c.cisecsssshasssisnsssnsesseseas. 5.98 .y
Cannister Set ............. B i dcinissniinbysiss - BOD 3.9
Drink Mixer ..... e e R L s ias banenh s S 232

Lamp Table, two tier, walnut .. ....ceeveennvencnnees 49.95
Nite Table, elm ............... Cesmsscessiesenssasins 49.95
Lamp. Table, two-tier, walnut .........cc0eee wsonsais .99
Bookcase Bed, full -size, walnut (damaged) ......... 4995
Chrome Table 36" x 48" extending-to 60'%; grey,
GEROEIE t0p . 0.0 i iaiat g poasaseipssassans 49.96
Wall Ehol. DERS ... .. .cviibvidssanans TR T 12.%
‘Table Lamp and Shade, porcelain base l;hma.ed)

'l‘nple Dresser, walnut scratched™ .............ice000 79.5
Settee, foam eushions seat & back, tangerine ...... 00.9%

TOURIRN &
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4.67
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27

4.87
16.47
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LADIES’ WEAR
Quantity Orig. * SALE
1 Coat, size 7 in blue ..... Usnpsesiuvensisisss. SN 26.67
. 3 Plastic Raincoats, liuul(&l. ............ sbsshanss ED t &
3 Coats, sizes 8, 12 and 14. Color uvy sssavstssssssee SNED 667 .
5 Girdles, size S & L. Color black . ......ccvvvvvvere. 500 1.07
§ Wool Scarves, color grey .... R A7
3 Coats, sizes 4, 12 and 22'%, color navy .......... cees 39.95 13.27
2 White Uniforms, sizes 12 and 20 ... . ......... ss et be 10.95 4
¢ Brush & Brow Eye Make-up ................... seass 250 Ny
i Bnl eola'gvhlte in auoned TR
1 Lounging Pyjamas, eolor blacéksuM ..... 165
6 Longline Padded Bras, assorted sizes .............. 5.00 z.n
1 Party Dress, size 9. colorblu&whlh ....... seenes llﬁ\ N
§ Necklaces, color gold ..................... vesenersess &80 »n
3 Hats, colors green, blue .98 137
a.hehuslml&ltcolorblm .57
4 Crinoline, sizes S & M. ............ e R

RN Ay ST
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CHILDREN'S WEAR

Girl's Dress, blue, size 8%

.......................... 12.95
Girl's Summer Coats, red, navy, blue, pink, sizes. .
BECMIT o RN i 14.77. }

Diaper Sets, pink, white, blue, size 12- 25 ni&.u- 398

Girl's Corduroy Jodphur Set, pink, size 12 mos .... 1095
Diaper Sets, blue, white, size 12-24 mos. .......... 498
Dresses, blue, white, pink sizes 6-18 mos. ........ 39

Girl’s Suede Jackets, green, rust, sizes 7, 10, 12, 14 6.98
Girl’s Corduroy Skirts, greep, rust, sizes 10%2, 122 7.98
Girl's Corduroy Skirts, red, green, sizes 10%: - 12'% .. 6.98
Girl’s Wool Skirts, brown, n, navy, sizes 8'3 - 14u. 7.98
Girl's Tweed Skirts, , blue, sizes 12'%, 14% .... 698

MensSuits l—ﬂuey 1—42 rust, 135 grey,k 137
blue, 137 grey, 1—39 blue Tall, waist 36°"_. noo-uus
Men's -Spits 1—40T grey, I—Mclnrcul 39.00—50.95

* 2'llen’s Hudson Bay Jackets, size 40, colour white 39.95

Mn % Sport Coats 1—48 grey, 1—38 It. blue, 1—38T

.............................................. 24.95
m Sport Coats 1—14, 1—13 burgundy, 1—16 grey 1495
Boys Suits 1—17, 118 grey .. .......icce00e0e eeee. A9
Boys Suit, size 16, charcoal grey ...... AR RSO 3495
Men's Sport Shirts, 8—L, 1—XL ................ to 5.00
Men's 1—S, 3—M black .......vc0000000. 10.95
Men’s PDQ Combs, size 36 ......... Grissaves B
Cordless Vacum Brush, battery opented .......... 595
Colf Tt (0w dotlEB) 'v...5...iiiodioissoinninns 5.00 °
_Boyl Shirts with Dickies 1—8, 2—16, 1—18 red & blk. 3.98 -
Boys Shirts knit & button 7—8, 110, 3—14 ........ 298
Boys Swamp Coats 2-8, 1—10, 1-12 .............. 298
Boys Dress Pants, size 10 olive, ...... S vepessase 9.98
Dovs GhEle Capl ........0. 00000008 RPN R, L
Men's Hats, assorted sizes 'eoloun, Sinssenassase  IAD
AR TS Lo bl i i sensdashansensase 298
Men's Casual Pants 1-30, 1—32 .......ccccvevanenen. 6.98
Mon's Work JoBB .. 4. cccvivc.iceanasarasen i iiints .
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- Eskimo Doll

Oxford Petal Covered Vegetables .......c.ccvueeenns. 2.75
Oxford Petal Covered Sugars ........... Siiinesiines 3D
Russet Glow Covered Vegetables ........c000000000.. 4.55
Russet Glow Gravy and Stand ...... «sseveccenan. 3.7
Russet Glow Teapots .............. e creetosenses 3.50--
Assorted Crystal Stemware T Y SRR T 4.65
Scottish Design Linen Tea Towels .................. 3.98
Oxford Petal Dinner Plates ........ 7
......................................... 7.98

HOME FURNISHINGS

.67

37
1.97
1.57
147
147
1.9

7% Yds. Boucle Linen 3 1yds. blue, 4 yds. green .. ..

4.9

1  Window Shades 123", 1—27"" Barrel Measurements 2.19
3 Tailored Bedspreads with Flounce plain corduroy
e wine and green, double bed size '........ .. ... .. 11.95
§ "1 1b. Quilt Patches, plain colors, % to 1 yd. lengths 1.39
9 2/3 yds. Plain Fiberglass Drapery, color goid .... yd. 2.49
2 pr. Bath Towels (imperfects) (if perfect) ........ 298
2 - Blended Blanket 72" x 84" ....................... 7.98

100 1bs. 1%” Common Brite Box Nails ...... csssopene
S 7 VSRR i G e Py e ol 10.49
5 aqts. Interior Gloss Off White ......... esssssass Gt 298
6 gts. Sani Flat ass't. colors ............cc0000e.. qt. 298
11 qts. Dulamel Semi Gloss ass’t colm sesnsessas B &9
1 Pink Cast Tron Bath Tub L. H. .......... Dasoeserns 139.95
1 sessssscscsessscacess SALID

White Steel Bagh Tub L. H. ...

- 1.3%

147
89.97
“%.7
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