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Mr. Pickersgill’s Defense

Even though we cannot agree with
him, we are glad to hear from Mr.
Pickersgill, former Minister of Citiz-
enship and Immigration in the St.
Laurent Government, whose letter ap-
pears in today’s Public Forum. He
takes issue with our statement as to
the niggardly treatment we and the
other Atlantic Provinces received
from the Federal Treasury under Lib-
eral rule, especially with regard to
the distribution of revenne under the
tax agreements. In the Maritimes,
this was one of the main issues in the
election campaign in which the St.
Laurent Government was defeated:
and we do not think the electors
were unduly severe in their judge-
ment at that time.

The issue, as Mr. Pickersgill will
recall, was brought to a head at the
Dominion-Provincial Conference of
November, 1957, when to compensate
for years of neglect a grant of $100,-
000,000 was made by the incoming
Diefenbaker Government, over a four
year period, to the Atlantic Provinces.
Originally the grant was intended for
the Maritime Provinces alone, as New-
foundland’s claims were then before
a Royal Commission.” But so ur-
gently did Premier Smallwood plead
Newfoundland’s case that his (and
Mr. Pickersgill’s) Province was: in-
cluded in the adjustment grant. It
was, he maintained, not just a mat-
ter of another few dollars, but of
direst need. “It is life or death. It
means the success or failure of Con-
federation.” Mr. Smallwood said he
didn’t dare go back home if he failed
to make this point. ~

Another Liberal spokesman at that

conference was Premier Matheson of
this Province, who made mo bones
about denouncing the tax agreements
as ‘“unrealistic and wholly inade-
quate” so far as we were concerned.
The weakness in the system, he said,
had been pointed cut to the Federal
Government “at many conferences,”
and had been recognized by eminent
writers on the subject in Canada and
the United States. It was, for one
thing, largely based on a per capita
plan of compensation. The combina-
tion of a standard tax yield and equal-
ization grant failed to compensate for
the inequalities of the per capita plan.
The system also failed to recognize
the differences in tax effort in fields
other than income taxes, and it did
not allow for the steady decrease in
the purchasing power of the dollar.

This Province, Premier Matheson
maintained, had exploited every fea-
sible means for raising provincial re-
venue. At the last session of the Leg-
islature it had increased the gasoline
tax to 16 cents. For the last three
years the Province had gone behind
at the rate of two million dollars a
year, and there was little hope of
remedying this situation under exist-
ing federal payments.

“On top of this,” our Liberal Pre-
mier added, “we have been assessed
$1,141,000 by the Federal Govern-
~ment (the St. Laurent Government)
for an overpayment under the 1952
Tax Rental Agreement because the
Federal Bureau of Statistics had over-
estimated our population figures. This
amount is repayable, monthly, over
the five fiscal years, starting last
April. However, this temporary relief
affords no solution to our present
problem. It just amounts to some
$228,000 per annum less in sorely-
needed revenue.”

To strike a proper balance between
what we received from Ottawa and
what we were entitled to receive,
Premier Matheson asked for an ad-
ditional five million dollars annually
and for the cancellation of the debt
in respect to overpayment made un-
der the 1952 tax agreement.

The Nova Scotia and New Bruns-
wick Premiers also presented evidence
of inequalities in the tax agreements
affecting their provinces, on which
we need not enlarge.

That was the picture presented in
1957, after the Diefenbaker Govern-
ment took office and after all those
years of Liberal rule and annual sur-
pluses amounting, in some years, to
hundreds of millions of dollars. While
payments to all the Provinces had j

gone up with the contlnued rise
in the gross national product, the in-
crease to the Atlantic Provinces was
less marked than elsewhere and in
the case of Prince Edward Island was
very small indeed. Nor did we receive
any redress under the “new tax-shar-
ing payments” in Mr, Harris’ 1957
budget, which were acclaimed as re-
presenting a 20 per cent boost to the
Provinces generally. In the circum-
stances, we do not think that our cri-
ticism was out of place, or that Mr.
Pickersgill has a leg to stand on in
arguing that the treatment we re-
ceived was other than parsimonious.

' . & \\
Brainwashing

A disturbing book—and yet
perhaps a much needed one—called
“Brainwashing In The High Schools”
has been written by E. Merrill Root,
a noted American educator (Pub-
lisher, Devin-Adair).

This is an examination of eleven
American History textbooks used in
one large High School in a Mid-
West city. The inference is that
they are used in a good many other
schools as well.

Professor Root found that with
the exception of one book, “History
Of A Free People” by.Bragdon and
McCutchen, the series follows an
“anti-traditionalist and unhistorical
line which tends to parallel the
Marxist criticism of the Capitalist
culture.” Patriotism and nationalism
are slighted. While Fascism is de-
nounced vigorously, Communism,
which is every bit as totalitarian in
practice as the other, is hardly
criticized at all. In fact, anti-Com-
munism is portrayed -as the worse
of the two. These, at any rate, are
Professor Root’s conclusions; and

~his analysis appears' to have been

well thought out. The only bright
note is the fact that “Histox:y Oof A
Free People”, which positively sup-
ports Western democratic institu-
tions, was introduced as a result of

public criticism of the history
course. Most of the other books,
however, were published several

years ago, some as far back as
1948. Some of them, Professor
Root suggests, are going out of
favour.”

Professor Root does not blame
the teachers at all. Many of them;
he thinks, are much better than
their text-books and do a lot to
counteract the books’ influence. The
fault must lie with “ultra-liberal”
educators who are mainly respon-
sible for selecting textbooks. If his

charges are only half true, they .

make a sorry picture of at least one
segment of American education.

As far as we know, no such
criticism can be made of Canadian
history texts. Just the same, great
vigilance is needed to keep out the
subverting influence.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

An American inventor has pat-,
ented a “high-speed pork-and beans
packing machine.” It cuts the pork
and deposits a piece into each can
as it passes a station. Finding the
pork in “pork-and-beans” has al-
ways been difficult. Perhaps from
now on it will be less so.

* » *

How can there be any agreement
between the Soviet Union and the
West on the problem of surprise
nuclear attack as long as the Rus-
sians believe that the “international
inspectors” suggested by the West
would actually be espionage agents
trying to steal their military sec-
rets? It ‘doesn’t seem possible.

* B %

Once again the U.N. General
Assembly has passed a resolution
asking the Soviet Union “to cease
repression in Hungary.” Nothing is
to be gained by bringing this sub-
ject up periodically. The Western
nations might have helped the Hun-
garians when they revolted in
October 1956. They can do little
for them now; and all the talk of
which U.N. delegates are capable
will not alter the situation.

* * *

U.S. Secretary of State Dulles
says it is ‘“possible” that the Ad-
ministration will pay more heed to
Democratic opinion in Coigress, as
a result of the Democratic sweep in
the November election. They had
better, if they expect the Demo-
crats to co-operate as well as they
have done in the past. The fact is
that more Democrats than Republi-
cans have supported the President’s
policies

DISGUISED IN FANCY WRAPPINGS

1

OTTAWA REPORT

National Airport Plan

By Patrick

The federal government is in-
creasingly willing to act as
fairy gcdmother to air trans-
portation, shoulde ing its costly
overhead expenses in this tem-
porary development period more
generously than any government
ever did for shipping, railroads
or highway buses.

Transport Minister Gerirge
Hees told Parliament that under
the national airport plan, his de-
partment “will be responsible for
the finarcing and construction
of runways, taxiways, lighting
systems and aids to navigation
needed at any airport served by
scheduled airlines. And thig of-
fer of federal money is regard-
less of who may operate the
airfield.” i

The department of transport
today operates no less than 115
major airfields across Canada.
Five comparable airfields are
run by municipalities.

T e number of airliners using
most of these airports is not yet
large enough to permit the land-
ing fees and rentals to cover the
cost of the elaborate organiza-
tion and comnlicated equipment
required for handling the large
medern airliners. The govern-
ment has to act as “‘Angel” to
these temporarily uneconomic air-
ports, or they would not be -op-
erated.

Toronto’'s Malton airport aver-
ages 150 air movements each
day; enough to let it record the

PUBLIC' FORUM

This column is open to the discus

sion by correspondents of question c.

interest. The Guardian does not neses

sarily -endorse the opinion of corres
pondents.

ATLANTIC PROVINCES
GRANTS

Sir—I have just seen an
editorial which appeared in the
Charlottetown Guardian on Nov-
ember 24'h, entitled “A Hollow
Sound” in which you state in
the third paragraph that “‘des
pite annual surpluses amounting
to hundreds of millions of dol-
lars, it was virtually impcssible
for the Atlantic Provinces to
squeeze an extra dollar out of
the Federal Treasury during the
many years of Liberal rule.
Even the so-called ‘tax-sharing’
payments were apperently
given grudgingly.”

I am sure you would not have
made this statement if you had
stopped to look again at the
whole record. The tax-sharing |
and tax-rental payments were |
ins.ituted by the Liberal Gov-
ernment under Mr. Mackeazie
King after the war and on two |
occasions greatly increased by
the Liberal Government of Mr. |
St. Laurent. This was- done in |
spite of the fact that the Liberal |
policies were opposed by Mr,
George Drew and Mr. Maurice
Duplessis, and while not direct-
ly opposed, stroagly criticize
by the Conservative Opposition
in the House of Commons right
up until the election of June
1957.

In 1945 the three Maritime
Provinces were receiving, un-|
der the Wartime Tax Agree-
ment, only seven and three-
quarter million dollars. In the
year of 1956-57 the same three
Provinces received in tax-ren-
tals more than forty-three mil- |
lions and in Mr. Harris’ budget
of 1957, under the new tax shar- |
ing payment the estimated total |
for the three Maritime Provin- |
ces for 1957-58 was nearly fifty- |
two millions. In other words in |
the twelve years of post-war |
Liberal Government the pay~"
ments to the three Maritimei

|
|

Provinces under the tax-shar- |
ing arrangements were increas-
ed almost seven feld.

It is surely, therefore, a dis-
regard of the facts to suggest
that during this period it was
virtually impocsible for the At- |

lantic Provinces to squeeze an
extra dollar out of the Feder:l
Treasury. Indeed 1 would sug-)

Nicholson

highest profit of any Canadian
airport—$548,000—last year., Mon-
treal and Winnipeg were the only
other major airports to earn a
profit for the government, which
last year shouldered a net loss
of $5,000,000 for the whole coun-
try. But within a very few years,
vastly increased air travel will
make all our main airports pro-
fitable,

SAFETY FIRST

Our national aviation policy
has rightly always raged safely
as of prime importance. Public
money available for aviation has
been spent firsily on radio and
electronic equipment to guide
and assist pilots.- Today, a net-
work of all-weather omni-direct-
‘onal ranges, blanketting the air-
ways of southern Canada, is al-
most completed.

It is largely thanks to this,
coupled with our rigorcus system
of licensing pilots and certify-
ing’ 1ircraft, that scheduled air-
lines only experienced one fatal
accident last year, killing 13 pas-
sengers. In contrast, railway ac-
cidents caused .10 d=aths.

With the installation of meod-
orn navigational aids almost com-
plete, money can now be diver-
ted to the secondary priority:
passenger convenience on the
ground, Air/ terminal buildings
suited to the Jet Age have been
opened at seven cirports in the
past two years, and are being
built at eleven others.

“Our largest appropriation
now is for construction of air-
port buildings.” Transport Min-
ister Hees has revealed. ‘‘This
item has grown to $61,000,000
this year. an inerease of 80 per
cent over last year.”

+““This,”” he stressed, “‘is gear-
ed to aviation requirements over
the next ten wvyears.”

FULL USE OF THE AIR

The significance of this pro-
gram- lies in the anticipated
growth of our air transportation.
At the conservatively *estimated
increase of 25 per cent each
year, the 4,300,000 airline passen.
gers of last year will increass to

gest ,that was entirely in line
with the policies followed by
Liberal Govermments for M.
Pearson at the recent meeting
of the Liberal Federatioan to an-
nounce that a Liberal Govern
ment would put the special
grants to the Atlantic Provinces
on a more permanent basis.
We in the Liberal Pariy in
Parliament have concistently
‘iven the present Government
redit for' starting the new Af-
antic Provinces Grants but we
wave  indicated that they are
‘nly anotiher installment of the
ax-sharing pelicy started by the
Siberals ard that the basie
olicy of tax-shering is even
1ore important to the Atlaatic
rovinces than this latest addi-
tion to that policy.
I am, Sir, etc.,
J. W. PICKERSGILL

Ottawa, Dec. 10.

(Mr. Pickerszill's letter is
lealt with editorially in teday’s
issue. — Ed. G.).

NATIONAL SCHOOL
BROADCAST

Sir,—Your readers will be in-
‘erested to know 'that a Prince
“dward Island scheol has besn
elected for the first time in
Tational School Broadcast his-
ory to provide the annual
hristmas Carol programme.

Mr. Roy Mugford, supervisor
f music at Queen Charlotte
ligh School, Charlottetown, will
wesent his choir of sixty veices
a1 a programme which will be
roadcast on Friday, Decem™er
9th, at 10:00 a m. over the
>.B.C. national network and 353
iffilialed stations. For the con-
enience of listeners in Prince
“dward Island, the programme
vil be carried by our local
tation, C.F.C.Y., at the same
our.

I am, Sir, ete.,
K. A. PARKER
Superiniendent of Schools

about 26,750,000 by 1957. That
is roughly four million more pas-
sengers than our trains carried
last year.

The airport terminal buildings
now being erected will be able
to handle this increased traffic
without costly alterations or ad-
ditions. They are the most ad-
vanced in the world, designed
especially for the huge airliners
of the Jet Age.

An equally far-sighted aspect
of our national airport plan will
help to' implement Prime Minis-
ter John Diefenbaker’'s ‘‘Vision”
of northern development.

This is the new policy where-
by the government will open its
purse to help certain types of
airfield not meeting the previous
requiremert of being used by
scheduled airlines.

The government will pay up to
$100,000 to share in the cost of
any airstrip needed for the op-
ening up of major natural re-
sources; or for transportation
in communities pericdically de-
prived of normal surface trans-
port by climatic conditions. It
will also assist prestige airports,
desired to improve the status of
a community which wishes to
keep up with the Jet-Age Joneses

Finally, Canada can feel proud
that the world’s first' interna-
tional Arctic airport has been
constructed on a hitherto ob-
scure beach in Baffin Island.
Named Frobisher, it is already
bustling with airliners regular-
ly flying the shorter Great Cir-
cle route between western Eur-
ope ‘and western North America.

When the big jet airliners roll
off the production lines in the
next two years, Canada’s air-
ports will be ready to accom-
modate them ami their increas-

Chronically
Ill Patients

By Herman N, Bundesen, AI.D.
IS A PERSON who is chroni-
cally ill better off at home or in
a hospital? ‘
This is the soul-searching pro-
blem so many younger persons |
experience these days as ghcu"E
parents become older and ill.

MANY ANGLES

There are many things to take
into consideration.

First, of course, should be
your doctor’s opinion. If he be-
lieves that the patient will be
better off in a hospital, at least
for a time, then that is the best
possible place for him.

If the patient has no real need
for hospital care, however, then
he probably would be far bet-
ter off at home.

FINANCIAL ADVANTAGES

Caring for one who faces a
long illness at home has many
advantages, not the least of
which is financial.

For example, the cost olf hos-
pital care in a large city'ls now
about $22 per day. Caring for
the same patient at home would
cost approximately $3.50 or a
savings of $18.50 per day.

I want to emphasize, however,
that the choice between home or
hospital care shouldn’t be based

money alone.
onA deciesyion by a family to take
care of a chronically ill mem-
per at home is likely to have
a very favorable effect on the
patient.
NO SIMPLE TASK

1f you plan to undertake home
care of a member of your fam-
ily, make sure that you, or the
one who will be handling n}ost of
the care, is up to the job. It
is not a.simple task. ;

Home care is an all-inclusive
jobs which gererally means mar-
keting, planning meals, bedside
care, bathing the patient, care of
the bedclothing and general care
of the home. :

Anyone undertaking such a job
should be healthy and strong,
must be stable and mature and
have sound judgment. Moreover,
she should be able to under-
stand older persons and accept
their idiosyncrasies.

HOPEFUL OUTLOOK

She must have a hopeful out-
look and must be able to com-
municate this optimism to the
patient. ,

She must maintain a pleasz'mt
atmosphere not only in the sick
room but throughout the home,
Air fresheners, for example,
shou'd be used often.

SMALL FEEDINGS

The doctor’'s advice about the
patients diet should be followed
but generally appetites of such
patients are poor and 1 suggegt
smaller feedings, possibly six
times a day, instead of the cus-
tomary three heavier meals.
QUESTION AND ANSWER

D.H.: My sixteen-year-old son
developed epilepsy following a
recent accident,

Why did he not show some
signs of this disease at birth or in
childhood?

Answer: Epilepsy may first
manifest itself at any age. A
sudden strain such as a high fe-
ver or an accident may help in-
duce the first attack.

There is a special type of epil-
ssy called ‘‘Jacksonian Epilepsy’
which follows injury to an area
of the brain. This type can some-
times be relieved by operation.

The Age Old Story

He hatu put a new song In my
mouth, even praise unto our

ing passengers.

God.

The Helpi

Arthur Blakely In The Montreal Gazette

Throughout his long and as-
onishingly successful political
~areer, W.liam Lyon Mackenzie
King, retained an instinctive
sicion of igreat wealth.

Yet it is doubtful, on the basis
f information that has become
available since his death in 1950,
‘f any Canadian statesman ever
owned quite as much to the gen-
erosity of wealthy patrons and
benefactors.

No biographer has yet accus-
ed Mr. King of undervaluing
money. Indeed, there is grow-
inz evidence that money and its
nossession became almost an cb-
session; an obsession following in
the wake of the spectre of pov*
erty that haunted him.

During his early formative
years, money was in exceed.ngly
short supply. His family, genteel
but in straitened circumstancess
never had quite enough of this
elusive commeodity to make ends
meet. Lack of funds threatened
on many occasions Kinlz’s pro-
mising career. These were scars
apparently, that did not fade
with time which explain a pre-
occupation with the amassing of
money which is otherwise inex-
plicable.

The late R. MacGregor Daw-
son, in his excellent biography
“William Lyon Mackenzie King:
a Political Biography” com-
ments at one point: “The quest-
ion of personal finances was
never far from his thoughts.”
AN EARLY FRIEND

An early friend in need encoun-
tered by Mr. King, though by
no means the first, was Miss
Viola Markham, a wealthy Eng-
lishwoman and an earnest so-
cial reformer, whom he had met
in Ottawa in 1905. They found

that they had much in com- |
mcn.  She @ontributed £200 ‘
(sterlimng) towards King's

local election costs in 1911, when

e went down to de‘eat along
with the Laurier Ministry,

In 1913, he wrote Miss Mark-
ham expressing concern at the
financial load that he was re-
quired to carry and suggesting
the possibility of leaving publie
life for good

Dr. Dawson, in his bicgraphy,
quotes part of her letter in re-
ply:

‘Now my dear friend, into

this crisis and into this breach

ng Hand

you must let me step. You are a
poor man, a poverty most hon-
orable to yourseif. I am a rich
wcman, and because my wants
are few, relatively a very rich
woeman. The whole question of
viches is a mcst difficult one to
me. In this world of great injus-
-ces and miseries the possession
o personal wealth seems to me
a most difficuii one. . .the simple
fact is that I want to help you
at this erisis, for Canada’s sake

as fully as your own. For the |

next three years 1 want you to
rake from me 300 pounds (ster-
ling) a year so that your hands
may be free and your indepen-
dence assured through this time
of need.”

Accordinz to Dr. Dawson.
‘King was glad to accept.”
MORE SURPRISING

A more surprising disclosure
is contained in a footnote; “Mi:s
Markham also gave some hewn
In Jater years wien serious fam-
ilv illnesses greatiy increasei
Kin3's burden. Even at the time
of King’'s retirement and deata
she, in ignorance of hi. (rue tiu
arcial circumstances, was en
deavoring to arranie ior furthe:
gifts in order to add, as a2
thouzht, to the neessary a.nss.
ities of his declining  years.”

It is, of course, no secret that,
at the end of nis caieer, K-
was a very wealthy wan. Bui
a'though she remaiscn from first
to last one of few mempers of
K.mg's tiny cirele of intimpe
friends, it is aprarent that no
news of the substantial imnrove-
ment in his p2vsonal circuiaatan.
*es had reached her.

It was durihg this same period | [

f defeat that King established
:ontact with the Rockefeller
oundation, a contact that was
1 lifesaver at the time, and
ichly rewarding in later years.
IORE BENEFACTIONS
Another of his staunch friends
vas Pcter C. Larn, a wealthy
anadian, who began by supply-
ng, ‘according to Dr. Dawson,
‘much. of the money for King's
ampaign,” in the riding cf
North York in the 1917 election.
Dr. Dawson tells the story |
thus: <l
“Lady Laurier (who had died
‘n November, 1921) willed the
Laurier Home in Ottawa to Mac-
kenzi2 King by virtue of h's po
ition as Sir Wilfrid's successor

A successful man is one who
earns more than his wifée can
spend, and a succe~sful weman
is one who can find sach a man.
—Calgary Herald

In his recent book “The Three
Edwards'’, author Thomas B.
Costain records that buttons were
first used on English clothing in
the reign of King Edward III,
Makes us wonder which med-
ern reign will be given credit for
the zipper.—Hamilton Spectator

OUR YESTERDAYS

(From The Guardian Files)

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO
(Dec, 16, 1933)

The spacious lounge of the Ca-
nadian National Hotel was the
scene yesterday of one of the
most notable musical functions
ever held in the City, Miss Vir-
ginia MacLean, whose first piano
recital here -three years ago is
so well remembered, played sup-
erbly in a program which was
enthusiastically received by the
large audience. 2

Mr. William Stewart of Mon-
tague has returned to his home
in Montague' after an enjoyable
trip to Boston. Mr. Stewart was
accompanied by his wife who is
remaining in Boston for a long-
er visit. A short time ago Mr,
Stewart enjoyed a visit across
Canada to the coast.

TEN YEARS AGO
(Dec. 16, 1948)

A number of friends and neigh-
bors of' Mr. and Mrs. George
Cameron, surprised them in
their new home on Green Street,
Summerside, on Tuesday evening
with a house warming party. Mr,
H.B. Schurman and Mr. Jerry
Sheen on behalf of those pres-
ent, presested Mr. and Mrs,
Cameron with several lovely
gifts. A social evening followed
with games and music.

After forty-eight years scrvice
with tke Island Division of the
C.N.R. Mr. Ross McEwen, Char-
lottetown, Chief Train Despatch-
er, will retire on May 1st. Mr.
McEwen will go on an extended
holiday beginning January 1st,
during which time his duties
will be taken over by Mr. M.A.
Howatt.

and leader of the Liberal Party.
A number of vealthy Liberals,
the chief being Peter C. Larkin
(appointed in 1922 as Canadian
High €Commissioner in London)
undertook to renovate the house
completely before King took up
his residence there, and Mr, Lar-
kin himself made many con-
tributions of pictures, china, sil-
ver  and furniture.”

Now was this all.

“Some years later, a group of
friends, again headed by Larkin,
presented the Prime Minister
with $225,000. This was not in
any way attached to Laurier
House but was givent o King per-
sonally, the purpose being to en-
sure a degree of financial imde-
pendence and to enable him to
maintain his new residence with-
out undue strain on his income,”
Dr. Dawson wrote., \

No comparable instance of gen-
erosity to a Canadian party lead-

‘reportedly look,
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