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Mr. DAVIES. —1 only said, T heard that was the case.

Hon. Mr. COLE3.—What the hon. member heard is true. There
can be no question, but the appoint was made with that inten-
tion. Now, this does not show that the Judges are above suspicion.
They may make appointments for party purposes as well as the
Government. The bon. member, Mr. Pope, remarked, thata few
Years ago we had a Govbrnment, in whose hands life was scareely
#afe. I suppose he alludes to the late Government. But, Sir. there
never was a Governmeut in this Colony under which the Jaws were
more respected, than under the late administration. They never
had occasion to send soldiers to the East Poir t to quell riotous pro-
ceedingn, nor constables the way of Georgetown to apprehiend sheriff-
thooters. The other summer a great crowd was called in from the
country to censure that Government, but they had too much confi-
dence in the people to suppose that they would raise any disturbance.
But T contend that, if the Sheriff then had not been a nominee of
the Government, a riot could not have been prevented. The argu-
ments advanced by the opposite party in pport of the Bill, have, I
think, been more againgt it thau in its favor.

The House then divided on Mr. Coles’ amendmen: the Bi
be read this day three months:— s -

For it—Hon. Messts. Coles, Kelly, Perry, Wightman, Whelan,
Menrs: Conroy, Cooper, Doyle, Knight, Sinclair, Sutherland.—11.
_Against it—Hons. Col. Gray, Hav, land, Laird, Longworth, Pope,
Yeo, Messrs. Beer, Davies, Douse, Holm, Howat, MeNeill, Mont-
gomery, Ramsay.—14.

The Bill was then read a second tirze, and committed to a-com-
mittee of the whole House—Mr, MeNeill in the chair. When the
comumittee roso, the Chairman reported the Bill agreed to withous

awendment.
D. Lamp, Reporter.
e MO B

Frivay Arrerxooy, 2ud Merch.

Hon. Mr. HAVILAND, in moving the second reading of
the Bill to authorize the Government 1o open an sccount with
the Bank, explained that the was intended ¢ enable
bolders of Treasury Warrants 1o get them cashed withou: the
luss of discount, 1o which, for some time back, they had been
subjecte—a loss which had been seriously felt by a large clasa
who could ill efford it, as schoolmasters,contractors and others,
v;‘ho had beln compelied to submit to large deductions from
the nomi 1 i
The day on which they passed the Act they lost a thousand sop- | wapt :;'nc::h :no}..:}[':.::;: e:‘::;.::,mm“ .:

porters.  Under Responsible Government, the Executive have | nr ; " Secoti Government
quite sufficient power in their hands, without having the appoint= New Srunsiviok;4ud in-Nave s - Sk en

, S ’ ‘eral occasions sdopted the practice. It was proposed
ments to the office in question. Under the existing law, partizan i v : "I i - ""
Sheriffs have been :pgoimad. both by the late, lmf by Il'mpprevem ! hmvxt the smount of the eredit - - "o»'“o S —
Government. Sheriffs should be above the inflaence or control /1€ the Bank was to charge interest on its advances, n was
of the Execative. I'his] is panicalarly necessary at the time of | !0 3/'0% it on moneys paid to it by the Government.

elections, for even under the former system my brother, I have | flon. Mr. COLES presumed that the supporte
: n brother, I have | . Mr. ’ rs of the Go-
heard, was appointed ts the offize to prevent him, if possible, | vernment were prepared to pass it, vlmh:’:oit were right or
from offering himsel{ as a candidate. The hon. member, Mr. |wrong. Ifa similar Bill were in force in the other colonics
Whelan, stated, that the present law was passed to change the |he thought they were foolish in paesing i*, o8 this measure d,"
\

appointment from irresponsible 1o responsible individuals. | do ¢ }
not consider the Judges are altogether irresponsible ; thewr actions 4t specify what rate of interest the Bank was S

are pretty well cavvassed by the public. [ am of opiaion that ; There was nothing to prevent them taking nine or ten fer cent,
hon. members on the other side of the House found it 1o their | I €Y e fit. Besides, the circumstances of the neighbour-
cost that they passed the Act now in operatioa. |ing colonies were different from ours. The Bill should limit

Yol. \.

. . ay . o t smen!s contemplated’ by this Bill, with a view to the more Exceutive Council, it goes on to say ".nnd 'such.z\ssist'am
a.‘ re 't ne 1 il l & (l l'l id me n o |speedy despatch of public business; and so, I am sure, will | Clerk or Clerks, in the performance of their respective du{les.
iy |the country at large. By ttese arrangements, when once shall be subject to the supervision of the Clerk of ‘Ihe Exe- |
| made, such dispatch will be ensured ; and besides the Clerks!cutive Council.” Now who this Clerk of tho Executive
{ will be put in positions of much less difficulty than those in | Council is to be, is not candidly stated in the Bill as it ought |
which they now stand—alihough the salaries, owing to the|to have been; ifut yet, by implication, we dl:sc'tmctly gather |
present great drain upon our revenue, will not be quite so | from it that he is to be one and the same individual with the
 high, as perhaps, generally both the Legislature aud Go- | Colonial Seeretary. If so, I beg leave to congratulate my
verument, were our financial prosperity more decided than hon. and learned friend, Hon. Mr. Palmer, having seea and
it is, would desire to make them. The salary proposed for | practically acknowledging the necessity of having the Colo-
b riomed.” His Honor then, | the Clerk of this Board is £75 per annum. This is ve:y]nia! Secre‘'ary in the Executive Council. He should also
end for other "“'P“,""h‘ ";-L" "",:",'m his Honor the Presiden, 10w ; and, perhaps, it is not sufficient to ensure the services | be in the Legislature ; but as the party in power are evidently
- ."‘;ilyv.;"fe:.:;\': ‘-'Oh'lc:l' :ndcmduced the Government to in- | of such an individual as the Government and this Board|coming round to our views,—the views for which I was
::.:.'.l;c«» :hia Measure, and also explained its several provisions.  would wish to see in the office. Ycur Honors would not, almost going to say we fought and bled in 1850 —we shall,
This Bill, said his Iloncr, o its tile plainly nuhcnt_v.-. has for | [ am sure, be satisfied to sce the office ﬁll.ed by any other perbap_s. before any gréat length of time sh.ull have elapsed,
i's apecial object the separation of the offices of Clerk of the [y} 3 gontleman and a scholar. Bat as for the discharge | find him there also. Nay, now that the light of true res-
Executive Council and Clerk of the Legislative Council, and | o050y gories there will not often, it is probable, be required | ponsibility in Government is beginning to dawn upon their
roviding that these offices shall no longer be held by one ' oy hros months of the year, the gentleman holding | minds, and we find them ready to make practical admissions
 prywes. . by th Law, they are required | 10T than th - g - g 2 . : i
and the seme person, as, by 16 Preet ‘dent. that, in 1851 1| it may perhaps find other employment for the remainder of | of our views—our liberal views—we may expect that, before
ta o hel. Ve "'| ."I;PI‘I Mr;l‘;e:;j"“'hm ;;nhhc\sah- the year. The salary proposed for the first Clerk of the | long, they will also take steps to give the Colonial Treasurer
Whish, ‘he'x‘.me|t| -:»Iu l‘:llow' up-.c-ﬂ‘; as possible, the salary of | Executive Couneil, is £200, and that for the sccond or |a seat both at the Executive Board and in the Legislature.
l';‘:(‘;:‘:;e(f;' lg: Hr\:ecunve and Legislative Councils, as com- | assistant Clerk, £100, per annum. His Honor then apolo- | I congratulate my hon. and lnrned friend, Hon. M.r. Palmer,
bined in one individual, was £120 ; but [ believe a very """“ | gizing for the length of time for which he had engrossed the upon the coming change of policy on the part of himself and
experience shewed that it was utrerly impossible for one gertle- |y ontion of the FHouse, resumed his seat. his hon. colleagues, which is indicated by their practical ad-
;ran to bear the burthen or discharge the duties of the 1wo A long discussion then ensued, in which hon. n.embers.‘ mission of the positive necessity which exists for having the
offices combined ; and, although the ""K"l‘""'e TR C_F‘l _c‘% without distinction of parties, seemed to vie with each other | Colonial Secretary at the Executive Council Board ; and,
wpnn So sbmady the Geet. by funvhlcr l:‘l-‘]":':l,wT,&,(i’:::::,'l;,,)c‘f; in rendering testimony to the great official merits of the|indeed, said his Honor jocu?arly., [.h_).ke great credit to m_y-\
N .ﬂ:;"JM » .lldc\u‘(”::r the :‘onl‘lnggl‘ncics‘ to Ihm.r present chief Clerk of the Councils, Charles DesBrisay, |self for having discovered the incipient hbeml_;_)urposes of
'L?"Ie:hkl'“l( :3:-‘:-:‘:» :aglrx:zrl\n'n(ly—wlnch‘in a few years amonited | Ksquire.  Of necessity the Reporter can make only a very { the Government. As to the annual salary, £79, proposed
1o £150—to compensate him for the performance of services | bricf record of this discussion. by the Bill, to be paid to the Clerk to this Council, I think
which were only nominal—the indexing of the Journ-:?. but ' lt' “'Lu'd. be a fa.ll' compcnsmlon, sceing that the dxscharge of
:::’h:':e 'f".} "::': 3";:.:’"r:}‘;;'::"ﬂ’::;“:;::;?%:::;" "’fp‘t:‘; that the Government majority in the other House are so de- ; z;nf‘?:c;ﬂt ‘i‘:'t!tel:e :’::ll;le.“ g&‘:n.oéz‘;?gwlﬂ?:\'fﬁn ‘:g‘:g
. o S B St 4 D S50 Ml Quty b Sipiedithe o { require more time than that.] This would be at the rate of

Mr. Longworth, that they have no right to appoint an officer over
whom they have no control, I would like to ask, who appoints
the Judges? If a yacancy were to occur in the judgeship of the
Colony, who would appoint a successor but the Goverement? If,
then, they can be entrusted with the appointment of judges, why
not also with that of Sheriffs?  We are reminded that the Sheriff
15 sworn to the faithful performance of his duties. "The members
of the Execative Council cre also under oath, siill we are told, if
the Sheriff is appointed by them, he is liable to suspicion. The
hon. member for the Second District of Queen’s County remarked,
that he saw no argument in fayor of the existing law. | believe
llu_: chief reason for passing the Act was, that 1t changed the ap-
pointment from one irrespousible to nine responsible individaals.
The hon. member for Georgetown spoke as if he would not
entrust hus life to a Sheriff appointed by a party 1o whom he was
opposed. 1 entertain no similar fears, bat can assare the hon.
member that while he and his party remain in power, I shall
consider my life perfectly safe from any sach danger. Bat his
favorite argument is, that the existing method is unconstitutional
—itis not in accordar ce with the time-honored institutions of
Britain. Whea it suits s own purpose, however, he can set
aside British principle. Will he tell us thatthe present system of
government in this Colony is an imiwtion of the departmental
government of Britian? T'he hon. member may say as much as
he pleases in reference to the necessity of this Bill, but I defy him
to show that the people have given veritable evidence of their
opposition to the Act at present in operation. There are, at
least, no petitions before the Iouse on the subject.

Hon. Mr. YEO.—The late Government took power into their
hands, 16 which they had no right. I think we have had quite
enough of the present system of appointing Sheriffs, for the last
five years. Oaly look at the returns which some of them made
at a late election. ‘T'he opposite party say that there has been
no complaint, but this is false. The people in many parts of the
country are strongly opposed 1o the system. [ wonder that nicn
can stand forward and vindicate such a course as that pursaed by
the late Government,

~r

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Trursday, March 1, 1860.

L]
SPIRIT OF DISCUSSION ON CLERKS SEPARATION BiLL.

Hon. Mr. Parster moved (order of the day) the second read-
ing of the Bill mtiruled * An Act for separating the offices of
etk of the Executive and Legislative Council of this Island,

Hon, Mr. ITorcurxson—1I am perfectly astonished to find | Mr. DAVIES.—I commend the Government for introducing

this Bill, aud shall cheerfully give it my support. [ believe that
the alteration made by the opposite party in the method of ap-

allowsace had not the sanction of law, but it was gnite ex- pointing Sherifls was that which placed” them where they are

\ ice i aithful, zcalous, and efficient a i
ble; and all wiio are acquainted with the multifurious and | services of so long tried, faithful, ¥ ¢ e e i+ 4
;::;len‘nw duties which it ?o incumbent upon the gentleman ' Public Officer as Mr. DesBrisay ; or that whilst fully recog- | £30? “.)]m:;; \ l;nte ?t‘:;;lyth';:’ei:‘:h::r;gbhc alif;t “I‘g‘;:o‘
holding the two offices to perform, must approve its having | nizing and duly estimating them, they have not, at the same“,’l%’re" with te fp::)pﬁs 1d Bié giter thecon(rolpoftb{ils Hou‘sey:
been mad:. Now the present Bill contemplates “‘;'(‘,‘,"I-‘;"’“ | time, had generosity sufficient to make him a suitable com- | dep:l'ymcn 6’ : s.l‘:“ Ralh sansinied Be e ind ose,
increase of the dutics of one of the two offices, that of Clerk to pensation for them.  What have they done in acknowledg. | ®°¢, Wnen a Lommittee ». DB h 1 (PREPOSey
e Executive Council, but also, to a small amount, anincrease ment of the oficial worth. and as s reward for the faithful | shall have certificd that bf: has fully per orme;d all his oﬂiq:al
of the salaries. As to the separation of the two offices, from 3 \ » ang e it : t ;ﬂ duties of the hygone Scssion, B ahouid be. antitled 4o scasise
all that | have seen concerning them, both in the Government | 2¢alous and eficient manner in which, for a long series of |\ . " dilary tmadbdintely. .{ Bmabn-t0 plopieres ameill-
I s 1 ! i the tume is come, when, for | years, Mr. DosBrisay has discharged th2 exceedingly onerous | ™" g . g k> g
ol S Aon s Ay eubnnlnce; e ary that !'hoy shiould luties of his offices? Why, it is this: be is to be placed went to the Bill to this effect ; and I anticipate no objection
ubhic yenienee, it 18 absalutely necessary that 1 ™o dutie Oces 3 .42 O 1 0 . : . . .
:: “n;.c,::::d a:d held by different indwiduals. The Clerk of under the guidance or direction of a superintendant of the “:t”. " The;(:l , z‘nctze.rl 'dtl;;gB'i'I}lx:;llesd:g:a:ads bthe ,?g;uh::
the Executive Courcil shonld nat,on any ncquum.be witkdiawn | Office, and his salary is to be reduced from £275 to £200, :(x:‘ cer'm t0 g n: gil.ln% : = gt thi y;venr mz E
from s Office. During office hours he saould always be in 'per anuum.  This is Irish promotion with a vengeance. | lerk 1s to be appointed. e po ap 1
it. Public interests and convenience imperatively demand gl : point the chef officers of the Upper House is a prerogative
thet undivided ertention should be given, by the Clerk of the | on. Col. Swapey was not by any means opposed to the | of (he Sovereign, or of the Sovereign’s representative ; and,

Executive Council, to the duties of the office. _'I'his must be | proposed separation of the Office of (flc_rk of the I‘Ixe«;utive‘ahhough one Uovernor, Sir Alexander Bannerman gave it
evident to all who duly consider the amount «f business to be | Council from that of Clerk of the Legislative Council ; o0 | up, another may resume it. But of that prerogative the
He had, however, Governor was deprived by Statute in 1851,

transacted in the office, on the score of the demand of public | the contrary he highly approvel of it.
s i - g g “:‘1 'l'rehs::rny“\\‘l:r:;m:.veli’x'»f proposed salary of the Clerk of the Legislative Council was, |
experience of 1he last few years has she 1 in his opinion, much too low. Tt ought to be remembered |
fice as it ought to be done, for the public benefit and public : . ‘ . |
:,,,‘;?.:.:,,',,:"‘;{,, instance, L% resprcts the demands of public | papers and books belonging to this Council, and with all the |
bither o, for want of time to keep them c'ear'y and systemati- gna bt a person of character, abilities and education, so it
cally in Bocks, under their proper heads, have merely been | o014 o proper that the salary should bear a fair proportion |
» . nay. perha full & - s %o o . .
o gt . "w,l':“e':,' ".a)' E;.”:.m: :‘;L‘;‘tc:vr:li 'wf‘; quirements requisite for its due discharge. Granting that |
ond.gationtiy eaqrer ShegMED-Re Ay SeTiy | the duties of the Offize, as respects the Journal and the |
thut these demands and accoun‘s shou'd be kept in Book-keeping | copying of the Bl}.!.-‘, e }AI_J be pq!'om.:}l in four months, still |
style; and when questions concerning any of such accounts | £75 would be an insufficient salary, for all the papers, docu-
have ofien been produced and lad before the House; and it | Juring (he Session, weuld be equaally in his keeping and un-!
returned to the file irom w ich they had been raken, h:n'h'\"" provide him with some suitable place wherein to deposit these
been lost or mislaid ; and, in the end, confusion and uncer-
lexed both the Government and Ilouse of Assembly, to the Such an nccnpuuod::hon to him w.culd also be a convenience
preventation of a satisfactory set/ement of such accounts. | to members of the Council, who might then have free aceess
and it 1s nec=evary that the r accounts shou'd e keptaccording | on file, or otherwise kept in office. This was a privilege of
10 a proper book-kecping system.  This necessity was acknow- | which he had often s ught to avail himseif. The proposition
tedged in the other House before | ceased to be a me mhs*rrd
1t ; and the propricty of making an immediate provision for was evideatly an oversight, and cou!d surely be rectified.
2 seive hi B g - s 8
His Honor the Presipenr—A Financial Sceretary would be He ought to receive his whole salary as soon as it shoull |
h or Offic:r to discharge 1it. . ha
- =3~ \ His Henor Mr. Palmer had said it
spoken of in the other House, but without any idea of  was irregular to make any allowances to the Clerks out of |
pcaed by the Bill for the perfornance of the d:ﬁ‘”"’} of ‘h*"_; originated only since the change in the Government in 1851,
Clerk of tha Executive Council, take effect, the discharge o Now, in this assertion [lis Henor is astray : for the irregu- |
entlemsn who now discharges the dutes of C!grk to both | - '
(‘.'ouncnl: has unfailingly acquitted himself of them in a manner | Stance of the present Chief Justice, when he was President |
both to the Council and the public at large ; awd that he is en- { proposed to make to the Chicf Clerk of the Executive Coun- |
titled to the most liberal consideration at the hands both of the | cil, who, we all understand, is to be Mr. DCS];L-{SJ_Y‘ I object |
justly be denied by any. I admit that the BllI”‘ d";n'r "'l‘l‘eg”a:: in which that gentleman, in his official capacity, is, and has|
for &5 Gppeisiion’ sulisius-guaptneiion Sibve . Poas | been, for many years past, held by the whole community ; |
the proposed arrangement, by greatly lessening the amount of |aN . - " |
his :mcp,u duties, will afford him considerable relief and ac- | of official lubours which he will actually have to perform. |
not, perhaps, to regard ss intended for a permanert one; for if | DesBrisay is clearly eutitled to a much higher consi Iemtion:
public business should go on'inicreasing, as it has done for some | (hy, is meted out to him by this Bill; and I think it is |
again, and to provide additional renumeunl«;n for the d:clha»'ge ance than the Bill provides for him. I am always careful of |
! T w | - . . e
o e i oo, (b | the privileges of the other House, and the fixing of the sala- |
ihe Clerk of the two Councils has not been legalized. but has > ) ; ’ g
b;en paid out of the contingencies. The Bill will legalize all | to say, on this occasion  that, as respects Mr. DesBiisay, by
amounts set down 'n the Bill. ‘T'he amount hitherto annually they have fallen upou a very strange and new mode of ac-|
paid to the Clerk of the two Councils—the statutary allowance knowledging official worth, and of requiting long and valuable |
of the contingencies, £200 has been £320. [His Honor lhi |a member of the Executive Board, and a member of the Le- |
PrestoexT— T'hat was not the case last year.] | did not speak | |
: . 3 B 20
the allowance made to the Assistant Clerk, the whole amount | propriety be a!iowad to fill the oﬂlce‘(')f' ”e“f! U(’r‘k or b.u-
annually paid has been £320, and last year this would appear | perintendant in the cffice of the Clerk of the Executive
peaposes (o deal with that amount with the addition of merely | Clerk thereof.
£5 and to crea'e an assistant Clerk to the Executive Council ; |
additionsl sum to remunerate him for his services. For the |formed by his ‘hon. and learned fiiend, Hon. Mr. Palmer,
Clerk of this Council, it also provides a separate and suitabie | whether the Bill before their ITonors was a Government
very mconsiderab @ one—to the amount paid, for the last lhvge Hon. Mr. Paraer—It is, I belicve, a Government mea-
or four years, for the services of the chief Clerk and the asais- st
i1all £375 Last Jear, in addition to the statutary ailowsnce, f > en, if : :
£120 to the chief Clerk of this Council, the allowances granted, | [ think it rather singular, that, with his high estimation of
snd the extra Clerk, amounted to £250. n all £370, being | o o leader of the Government, should consent that the
£80 tare W bnd pousicudly beon sliawes. | allowance to that gentleman in his official capacity should be
| reduced from £270 to £200 per annum.
Honor Mr. Palmer right touching the amount voted by the o , : -
l‘lgin‘ll‘ll'e Council for the services of their Clerks last Ses- | £270 was a remuncrauo.n.‘gumll enough for the work pe:
sion, with respect to which his llon r appeared to be labouring | formed and the responsibility undergone. Ie was harder
services, they voted last vear, was exactly what it had previ- | (1,0 Coloay. Every day and all the year round, he was, in
ously been, but it was diff-rently divided. “The Journal proves |, \pgpner bound to his desk. In his labors he experienced
Clerk £75, and to the assistant Clerk £25, 1 all (including xh” is body, by food and sleep. He has grown grey in the
statutary .’ls..-.n:-e, £120 10 the chief Cerk.) £320. | of his body, by P g grey
was ia error.  ‘I'he Journal shews that the amount is s8 your  account of past s_ervice_s. might novy._with the greatest juslice:.
Honor has stated it. [t is always well to have the Jonrnal at | be awarded to him, without requiring anything more at his
the £25 in all £200, exereded by £50 what had forwerly been | ¢l and most cfficient public rervant, as exemplified by
WAPOY o ‘Lag ciutins Ounail in b simiins My, |this Biil, as respects Mr. DesBrisay, is certainly paliry.
stood that this Council, in those voies lust year, did not vit» | bt e tdhvete outiilet 0. Deit byils.ccf SO me
. » vears | below what he is positively entitled to, but he is— v
n all more than in a sumnilar way they had, for some ve oty sinful¥ly, siothet put-onsrbim;
Executive Board, have sanctioned the withholding of the £100 | ag his superior in his office. y e
which this Council voted to the extra Clerk. feast £250 per anoum. [ondeed [ would go for £300, by
sembly did not suthorize or recognize such an appointment | not agree lo-it; but, by mak&lr:jg it, ~v"de shouhilmbe l:;ecquldmtng
as that of extra Clerk to the Board. You cannot, Sir, bojourﬁelvus of what we should consider a bounden duty.
1

creditors, with respect to petitions to His Excellency in Council, some objections to make to the Bill. In the first place, the |
> 1 »men's, 10 do the business of that - h . |
Pereitin, SAMTRASPUNE M EER-REN! S that this Officer was intrusted with the custody of all the/
creditors and their accounts against the Government,—then, | Acts; and as it would be very wrong to repo:e a trust in any |
filed. In such a s'ate, it is plain that they cannot, whenre | =, importance of the trust, and the endowments and ac-
be clesr and satisfactory. The law, hitherto, has not required al
have crisen in the Hones of Assembly, the onginals, as fled. | ments; &eo , which were in his keeping and under s care
has occasionally happened that those originals have not been | g0 b7 Lo during the recess; and it would be necessary to
tainty, in cors-quence of wuch loss ar misplacing, have per- | Papers. documents, &:., aud to be used by him as an coffice.
Mechanics are employed by the Government, from year toyear, | when they desired it, to consalt any legislative documents
for paying the Clerk of the Legislative Council quarterly
such service was alinost unanimously agreed to.
be duly certified that the whole of his scssional duties had |
The tlon. Mr. Vatmer—Yes, such an appointment was been duly performed.
providing a salary forit.  Now should the arrangewmen’s pro- | the contingencies ; and he has also said that the difficulty |
2 ctnal, v well that the | ) . g . |
them will be wade casy and effectual.  We knot {larity or innovation was first introduced long ago at the in-
most satisfactdry, uay, | will sy mest wonderfully satisfactory, | of this Council. To the allowance which, by the BIll, it is |
Government and tha Legislature, will not, nay, indeed, cannot | o1 '400cunt of its inadequacy to indicate the high estimation |
- ices of that gentieman ; but g, % :
o e e " and also of its insufficiency to remunerate him for the amount |
commodation. The propesed arrangement, however, we are  As an old, faithful, zealous, and efficient public servant, Mr. |
few years back, it will be nccessary to take up the question | o,11y our duty to endeavour to secure him a bigher allow- |
¢ the Legisiative Council 10 ) )
odit JURUEIRAA QRIS . - ries of public officers is one of them ; but I must be allowed |
ihe allowances ; and they will be strictly limited to the several | Jowering him in position, aud by lowering his mcans of life,
£120, and the allovance made by the Legi<lative Council, out | g0} corvice!  That the Colonial Secretary should be both |
: kol 2 T p .
of last year. For three or four years past, taking into account | gls-ature, [ maintain; but I cannot see that he can with any |
t) be increased by the sum of fifiy pounds. T'he present Bl | Council, although the Colonial Secretary was formerly the
snd, therefore, in pursuance of that intention, it provides an | His Honor the Presroest said he would wish to be in-
siary. These provisions necessitated an increase of £55—a | moacure or not.
Clerk of the Executive and Legislative Councils, making | 5 -
Lyl €375 i | His Honor the PrestorNt—Well then, if so, T must eay
o1t of the contingencies, to the chief Clerk, the assistant Clerk | ¢1,5 (fficial worth and deserts of Mr. DesBrisay, His Honor,
His Honor the PresipExt begged to be allowed to set his | e sillsiussassed
under a misappreliension. The total amount which, for those | worked and more confined than any other puablic officer of
the fact. To the exira Clerk they voted £100, o the chief| no respite, except the h:urs and seasons due to the refeetion
| - o3 o ) .- . .
Hon. Mr. Parw eg, looking at the Journal, resumed—T1 find [ | publie serviee; and £200 a year as a retiring allowanee, on
hand for teference. | understood that the £100, the £75, avd | hands.  The mode for the recompensing of an old, most
- ler- -
thie Hono: the Pusiprsr—I'ien, pechips, had you under-| By it not only is that geutleman’s salary reduced to much
y voted, you wou'd not, as n member of the [ say dngrndcd. but has, v "
e o - et 4 His sulary ought to be at the
Hon. Mr. Parugr—Yes, I would, because the Act of As- | suggestiou to the Heuse of Assembly. They would, perhaps,
opposed to the principles or provisions of thig Bill ; for they Another part of the Bill is not quire satisfactory ; for it is

are in pe X nee with those which you profess and | somewhat obscure. It repeals eo u‘\uch of the L:I\'ll L.'st
on Ih'\'ﬁ'r';‘:: ’l:u‘v’:d:c(ed with respect to tﬁe dlischugc of | Act as enacts that the Office of @,lerk qf lh(; haeﬂn;\fnve;
the official dutics in question, and the remuneration to be Counc.nl s‘hall be separate and distinet from txle \ c.::‘;)
made therefor, cxcept that (he Bill allows £55 more than | Colonial Secretary, and that Ih:e two Oﬂiceuf sha n{)d. e
has heretofore leen allowed, [ quite agree with the As |held by one and the same individual ; und, afier providing

sembly as touching the pecessity and propriety of the arrange-

for the lppoinlmem of an Assistant Clerk or Clerks to the

(T'o be continued.\

R. B. Irvixg, Reporter.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

SHERIFFS’ DILL.
Tuunrspay, Maich 1.

Mon. Mr. laviland moved the second reading of the Bill to
amend the Act relating to Sheriffs.

Ilon. Mr. COLES.—Lam oppased to the Bill, as it provides for
taking the power of appointing Bheriffs out «f the hands of the
Gavernment, and vesting it in the Judges of the Supreme Court.

by this measure Sherifls may be appointed who ure 8o violemly
opposed to the party in power, that they may seiza every oppor-
tunity of bringing the Government into ti »mble.  Cases somewhat
of this natare occurred when the system proposed was formerly
in operation.  The Fxecative aloue is responsible for carrying
out the Government of the country, it therefore should possess the
power of appointing the sheriffs, as well as other public cflicers,
and be held in {ike wanner accountable for their actions. 1lere
the Guvernment has no control over the Judges: we are even told
thatit eannot impeach them ; they iwight appoint the greatest black-
guare in the country as sheriff.  The Judges of the Colony, it is
well known, were appointed from a certain party, and though
I hinve evey confidence in them, [ believe they still retain a linle
party leeling. T'he measure 1s a purely party question, for the
majority are aware that the Judges hold the same political prin-
ciples as themselves. Il any altesation is required in the Sheriffs
Act. it is that a clagse be introdaced for choosing them by ballot,
A better method than what is proposed by the Bill would be to
empower the Judges to appeint three persons, and the Govern-
ment three, from which six the Governor should choose one.
lut the Colony has had some experience of the present law, and
I defy any person to show that injustice has oceurred under its
operation.  As the Government have the power now of appoint-
ing Sheriths of their own party, 1 do not see what more they need
desire. [ move that the Bill be read this day three months.

Hon. Mr. LONGWORTIIL -1 am surprised to hear the remarks
of the hon. member who has just sat down. He said that the
Bill was a purely party measure. 1f the Government wished to
make it a party question, they would leave the power of appoint-
ing Sherifis as at present, and not vest it in the Judges of the
Supreme Court, [ contend that if we desire 13 make the Sheriff
an independent officer of justice, we will take his appointment out
of the hands the of Fxecutive. Heis not an ofticer of the Govern-
ment, and they have no control over him. \Whenever they inter-
fere with him in the performance of his duties, they poliute the
fountains of justice. The hon member stated that party feeling
might inflaence the Jadges in their appointments to this office,
thereby causing trouble to the Government of the day. Bat the
Judges are sworn to do justice, and would not be influenced by
any mere party consideration. Sherifls are aiso bound by
the solemn engagement of an oath, aud can not, or ought not, to
be controlled in any other manwer than by a writ being placed in
their hands. e said that the Jadges might appeint the greatest
biackguard in the eountry to the office. T'his is certainly stamp-
ing them with no very hizh character. He appears to think the
lite Government had sufficient reasons for the alteration which
they minde in the Acts bat | can see no argament at all in favor
of the change. 'The Sheriffs should be appointed by persons who
stand entirely e'oof from the Executive Goyernment. [le re-
marked that it woa'd be bLetter to allow the Judges to appoint
three, and the Government thiee. This methol wight do very
well, provided the Government had any right to interfere in the
appointments, butthey have not,  This is the time for the present
Government to show that they are opposed 10 the existing law;
and it speaks well of them that they have come forward at this
early stage of their career to amend it, before the power passes
from thewr han's,

Hon. Mr. HAVILAND.—T concur in what has been said by
the last speaker. ‘I'he Government would unot be justified in
allowing the present law lo remain any longer on the Siatute
Book. The method proposed, 1s that carried out in England,
where it has been in operation for centaries. \When the olficers
of justice there were appomnted at the beck of the Crown, a per-
son’s hife was unsafe, il he helonged to the opposite party. Mac-
anlay, in his essays, says, when such was the case, men arraign-
el calculated ther chances for lile according to the party to which
they helonged. For some time, in the county of Westmorland,
the office of Sherifl was hereditary , hut an act was lately passed
to ubolish such an unfair system; and if it had then been thoaght
necessary that the appointment should be vested in the Govern-
ment, it would have been so stipulited. A Sheriff should be ap-
pointed by men who are in a situation which would place him above
saspicion.  ‘T'he Judges are the avthorities in whom is vested the
power of maintaining justice: in whose hands then can the ap-
pointment be ~more safely placed?  Bat shoald they appoint an
wdividual to that ofiice for party purposes, they would be highly
culpable. One reason tha: the (i}-vr:rumeul ought not to have
the appointment of Sheritls is, thut jast on the eve of an electioa
they might nominate an opposition candidate to the office, and
thus subject him to a fine.

Hon. Mr. WIHELAN.—T never knew of a bill being introduced
by the opposite party which was not defended in the same sing-
song manner. ‘They would say it was so just, they were certain
nuthiag could be said against it, and they were scrprised to hear
the remarks of hon. members. I may adopt the same style of
I ngonage, and say [ = surprised 4t their want of argument in
support of the bill,  Much has been s4id agriust the existing law.
I believe 1 had the honor 1o introdace the measure, and thought
then, and still think it safe to vest the appointment of Sherifls in
the eight or nine gentlemen who are entrusted with the Govern-
ment of the Colony.  The hon. member for Georgetown stated
that a Sherifi should be above saspicion.  Will he tell us that if
the appointment be taken out of the hands of the Government,
and piaced m the power of the Chiel Jastice, he will then be
above saspicion? I am ashamed 1o hear a sentiment of this kind,
as it hints that the whole Government may be suspected, and
that the Judges are the only persons in the land who are above
susp @ . I will not say that the Chiel Justice bas no r g'v to be
interested in pohities; Judges have always had their predilections,
and always will have 10 the end of time, "Phe majority know
very well, when they propose this mcasure, that the appoint-
ments wil be in accordance with their own wishes. [t has been
asserted that the Sheriff is an officer over whom the Government
have no control. I do not say that they should tell him to do this
thing and that, but certainly he is in some measuare unce - their
aathority.  Bat to go back to the urgument of 1he hon. member,

3 | the rate of intercat, and should specify whether it was to a
Hon. Nir. WHELAN.—Allow me to say, that the party who | to Debentures as we!l as to W-‘:"nm’a. The Bank cwwp‘pl.y‘
passed it were re_tlrned with an overwhelming majority at the ' no better security for their money than those securities, and
nest gel‘leral election. . | might, if they pleased, purchase the without the intervention
Mr. CONROY.—With respect to what has been stated by the | of the Bill, ~ He did not rise for the purpose of opposing the
last speaker, in regard to partizan Sherifiv, 1 may say, that I was | Bill.  When the late Government was in power, he had been
«la_ﬁ'.-,rad the appointment by the Iate Government, when they be- | apxious to enter into an arrangen:ent of the kind, but the Bank
ieved I was opposed to the party. 1Ido not think that, under | would mot sccede to the proposition. His obj'cc,:tioa wns that

the present system, partisan men have always be appointed, | 3 g i di
am satisfied to nllowpﬂm Act 10 remain as al’Prc-enl?pom ::‘I:; Il?;;‘k‘::g:::.::i;?:;':"e of the Cuuatry, if the Bill did

Mr. DOUSE —I am disposed to place the appointment in the | 4 i

power ol those two individux‘xls in whose handnp.Pi‘: may be said, fTon. Mr. LONGWORTIL said that no argument was ne-

| our lives are entrusted.  The Jadges are the proper parties lo ce'nlry to prove ‘hf't great benefis wenld result fn- the Bill.

| appoivt the Sheriffs, who are officers of justice. Inseveral cases  TVETY _public creditor wouid feel the sdvantage of it.  As to

| the present Act has werked injarioasly ; and I think we are quite | the objection of the hon. member, he would tell him that the
safe in returning to the I'unper system, which is the one adopted | Bank would take and allow intcrest at six per cent on the ac-

in the Old Country, I am in fuvor of British institutions, !coant. The holders of Debentures were secured by having

Ion. Mr. WIGHTMAN.—We have heard no complaint in the | prior claims on the general revenue ; ardope Bullwonld eu-
conury respecting the present Act. Since “,hjpm u.,..ﬂ':tle teachers and egmm"@i,\om r Warrants enhed.:t
think it is unnecessary to introduce any change. Sheriffs hold a {the face. The Bank asked no gecurity ; it was ready to open
very responsible situation. On this account, I am opposed to | an account of £10,000 with the Government, and the object of
their being appointed annually; as many who take the office are | t:e Bill was merely 10 authorise the Government to enter into
at first almost wholly unacquainted with the daties which they | the arrangement.  The Government would lose nothi
I;a\'e to perform. I'hey should not be appointed for a less period | ha operation. It was very often mm,’l m.'c.b]{
than two or three years. If the hon. member for ticorgetown lin Warrants for peyment, as funds might aécumulate in the

will introduce a clanse to this effect it shall bave my sopport. 1Y ¥ Wy
sce no necessity for the change contemplated by !IleyBill'.l '1 reasnry.; thus.Ahe frolons W9e losing iaterest. on thees funde,

g g 4 : P hich the outstanding Warrants were earning from 1) bl

Mr. MONTGOMERY.—1t is not so mach with the appoint- | B ill, i " g B g
meuts made by the lute Government, or by the present, l’l’n':)n ute | g’ the 5%, lme!“th'ould v ."o-'.d oasl g~ by the
have to do, as with the principle of the existing law. Saitable | veTRmanta 204900 Soae Qf A private individual. - Therefore
persons may have been appoi.ted by both parties, yet this does ‘ Ihen? kg fo_tco in the objection of the hon. member. The
not say but the tendency of the present system is to place partisans | public must d.".'m benefit from the Bill,as Warrants would be
in the otfice. [ know there is a general feeling against it in the | "° longer at . d'.'cwm' and the public credit would be sustaic-
country. 1 will give my support to the Bill under consideration. led by us obligations being promptly met.

[lon. Mr. POPE.—If the present wajority have introduced any | 100 Col. GRAY was happy (o hear the explanation of the
measure for which they deserve more credit than another, it s 10OP. member, as he was a director of the Bank., The Govern-
this Bill. 1t shows thal they are willing 10 take the responsibility | ment had appointed himself and the Hon. Mr. Palmer, a Com-
of domng right, without being asked, by petitions from the people, | nittee to negociate with the Bank on the fubject of the ac-
10 pursue any particalar course. The hon. member, Mr. Coles, | count, a1 d he was happy to say that their overture had been
stated, that the Judges night appoint the greatest blackguard in | met in a spirit of liberaiity most gratifying, and nothing could
the country to the office of Sheriff. I would like to ask, if the | exceed the courtesy with which the President ard Direciore
Government might not do the same?  The Judges of the Colany | iad received the proposals of the Government ﬁo one Id
are respectable men, in whom every coufidence may be placed, | deny that a great boon would be conferred np;n the hold::‘of

but there are sometimes men in the Government of whom this can i 3 8
not be said. A few years ago we had a Government of this des- ! s e v SUAPSRY S S o Sosverting thow Tt eask

ciiption; even life, I think, was scarcely safe in their hands, iH;;h&ulr:';bm:;.l:‘:gt::n:;h:;;"dd;::::;:c'ih"fh }hle‘yb?"'mll
ey L . oy ay. ally fe coun!
ol VA et s e v, b e, e ey e a7
d.:;‘lrnlde that \'Eole‘ul partisans should not be appointed to the : ::)ll:'g:il‘"“ll'l:.!:r"{:'::c:".l\ybor:ﬂmﬁ||I'oeltllme - cm"“.“ﬂo'“
office, but do not think the method proposed will piove a remedy, | g bi ) w.'"m they could find'a dl_'conm-
for the judges have their party feelings as well as other men; and | ©F 2! 80 €xorbitant rate to take them ; snd any unpr judiced
whatever hule feeting of thiskind they may possess, will no doubt mind mest sdmit the great improvemen: which the Bill would
inflaence them to appoint men of the party to which they belon!, effect, .'he" n -hould. be considered that this amelioration
But the Government are responsible to the people, and will not | Would involve no additional cost to the country, which, on the
appoint men who would violate the sanctity of an outh. ff they | contrary, would gnin to a considerabie amount, for of lnte n
do, the country will stamp them with disgrace. ‘T'he Government | parly purposing to enter inte a contract with Government well
appear to take great credit to themselves, because they are taking | knowing that he wou'd receive the amount of his contract in
the power out of their own hands, and vesting it in the Judges of | Warrants, which could not be paid st the face, bot he subjected
ifL'i..ﬁ"‘l'.f'.'If.ﬁ‘L"J‘n rIl"he.y. h:l»wrvt:r.hw-:!lhknow ll.u_:_lhl Judges | to heavy discount, the exact amount of wl je" he cou'd not fore-
8 > party; and that though they shift the power | 10]}, would, as a matter of self-protection, tender for any pub-
from!themselves 1o these gentlemen, ‘it will still he exercised in lic work at @ price which might leave him réasonab!
their own favor. l4do not think any advantage will accrue from tion, after paying the d,.ci t h (V gt i
the ;_)rupu?cd gl!eruhon in the Ia.nv. as it has been shown that | 1“,& @ of :hey mE“ N lduln ‘ou - arrant. After the
partisan Sherifls were also appointed under the former Act. Eluse!heuwould be'.“:e :'P'ec:ltl:; '.hte..:.::::‘ '::h" rate, be-
OWAT ¢ . is contrace
¥ :‘l{‘;‘_]ilb?:‘l‘: fi:c g:p:?:n'ﬁ:&ifﬁf '::‘IT“ the Governmentarol;, cosh  Besides that advantage, the T'reasurer, ss had bean
esponsib . ) U , Will appoint proper persons | sid ¢ \ v
to the office. But what is their responsibility in this case? They 9314 Was a P obliged to keep a lasge amount of cash Iy-
bave only to give an account of their doings every four years, while | ing idle, for ccrtain periods, in the chest, on which the Bam'
the Sheriffs have to be appointed annually. The Judges arc more | would allow interest—tlius effecting o direct saving to the coun
free from partisanship than any Government can be; s0, of two evils, | try according to thejamounts (ron time to time paid in. Never
I would say, let us choose the least. It has been stated, that there in the history of any eountry g.,g a Bank acted with b
15 no complaint against the existing law. But there is objection to rality towards a Government than the Bank of -
it; yet it cannot be expected that the farwers in the country have ) Y ot . ent than the Bauk of Prince Kdward
time to be running about telling every person their complaints. lsland had in this matter. ".. had not expected that that ir.
Their representatives are here to express their opinions, and I, for | 8itution would have done business with the Government on
one, inform this House that there 1s much dissatisfaction in the | lower terms than they demanded from individuals, but it had
country respecting the present system of appointing Sheriffs. joffered 10 do so in the present case, for while the rate of inte;-

Mr. BEER.—With regard to the remark, that the people have | est in the one case was 74 per cen: the nment
made no complaint in reference to the existing law, [ must say, that | charged but 6. 0 : o oge gy g

I scarccly ever heard an assertion so unfounded. There has been a - v
very gencral complaint against it. T think if it s at all possible to | Hon. Mr. WIG "T“ANA"‘"'"’ g've the Bill his hearty con-
get the appoiatment of Sheriffs elear of partizanship, it is by placing | currence, as he ¢ dered it a much called for by the
it in the hands of the Judges.  An hon. member on the other side | circumstences of the country, and he had listened with tuch
of the Ifouse stated;, that the people have not petitioned for the | p the sta £
change. I would ask him, when the Act was passed for inereasing | goom ¢ 4] ; .Q famens of tha on M"'- Lon"oﬂh that ic-
the representation of the Colony, ho.w many petitions were before ’ :f,:e;:‘ ‘T';. lco nen.t IOYPC: by m‘id&"k on sl d’p"i“ o "" sRe-
tue lHouse praying for that alteration? I believe the Bill under peeognt, 's would ensure the conntry sgainst any
e nsideration will give general satisfaction. | great loss by the transaction. Ile was giad to think that lenches
Ton. Mr. MeAULAY.—There is one argument in favor of the ] and Ml'g" would no Io,“g'r be under the Decessity of losing
Bill, which has eseaped the notice of hon. members who have spoken, | heavy discounts on their warrante. Such disccunts had heen
;mmc!_v, :.lhnl: wl(nien tghediml;oimment is vested in the Judges, it is exacted as high as 20 per cent of the value, Every one acquaints
Yen in the hands of individuals who are among the most intelligent | ¢ with the c :pport
and learned in the community; whereas, nader the present lyl't’em, ! Bl ole Ty e g b o
it may devolve upon ignorant men. The intelligence of the country | Y n
rose ngnin:_t thF Act now in force when ﬁ.rst introduced, and well nyt‘h Mr. B"‘lP'R :onz:lmh!'d the House and the country on
might, for justice was endangered. Sufficient arguments have been  MVING at length a Governinent which possessed the confidence
| of the capi‘a’ists of the Island. The late Government, owing

adduced to convinee me of the necessity of this measure, |
Hon. Mr. THORNTON .—T was very careless about the alteration 10 the reckless extravagance which chsracierised iheir adminis-
formerly made in the method of appointing Sheriffs, and am very tration, did not obtain such confidence. Pu!-!lly warran's were
unlﬁ*reknt rcspcennlgl thctfxl}:unndc{ eoxl:lideration. The Governor  passed fram hand to hand at ten, fifteen, or evin twenly per
0ai not kuow so well as the Council who are proper persons to ap- cent discount. present i hem
point to the office. Even the Judges bave not 50 good an opportunity o1 ‘r‘e:on for “A,:“. e.nll 5:.’"'.:‘::-‘-”." s, e T.“
0. being acquainted with the people of the country as the members | y o o . .?“ war, that 'm',, the
of t.he Couneil, and would probably be under the necessity of con- peoplc '."e convinced that the late Government ey =°i”' be-
sulting them before they ecould make an appointment. The Govern- yond their means, a conrse which they believed their rucceasors
or, too, could searcely make a choice without asking the advice of would not pursue. He hoped there would be 1o ovppos:.t.on to
the Bill. )

s""lnu of thelmembors of his Couneil. Taking these things into con-
sileration, I eannot see t| i vi i i
thjes e 2 c;:;o .su& lutk(hc lpp’omll;en‘t will be better in the  Mr.DAVIES, from what he had read in the reports of the Leg-
: ges, than at present; and think there must be some | { |unve Councii's debates, w f ; errone
u‘ltfrmr reason for introducing this Bill. I have heard that the | e £ th - ey 0'"'""".“'“ - oy
(mn_-rmm-nt arc unable to please their numerous friends who are | PTE¥8100 0 . snaure o the sreangment with the Bank had gone
seeking afu-rtuﬂ'}cc}.l Probably, then, the object of this measure isto | 'bm':' Those reports conveyed the 1dea that the Bank would
remove a part of the responsibility from their shoulders, that they | not allow interest on eurplus moneys of Government in
:nay nu‘ibe under the nccessity of disappointing a number of. their | hands ; he was happy to ||’:lr that m’ch was not the care. =4
Ebpodtiin, | ton. Mr. LONG W ORT -1 surplus, the Gor
. ‘ - Mr. ==In case of such o
Hon. Mr. COLES.—The hon. member from Georgetown, Mr. Me- ernment would employ 1t in 1 ﬂ'. .l ndi o
Aulay, says that the appointment is safer in the hands of the Judges | 4 il aamer e o
Aulay, saj £e2 | Hon. Mr. HAVILAND wounld wer the obj ¢
than in the power of the Government, because the former are always | h . . oLt TN ¢ B 1o
inLcH.igent wen. Now, I maintain that, notwithstanding their o’n. mewber 3r.Cules to the B 1l not liniiting the rete of inter-
learning, they are not always the best judges in reference to the | %'+ The Bank could not charge what they pleased, for ‘h law
appointment of Sheriffs. Once, under the old regime, a person was | imited the rate 1o 9'x per cent, unless where another shou'd be
;:mnmu;i to the r:‘ﬂice who was unable to sign his own name, and | #p ¢ fically agreed upon.  He could not understand whv thet
to be excused on that account from serving. But who, other |1 o 1. member was so particular on thst subject. “I'he House could
thaa the Executive, appoints the Judges? Surely, then, if the Goy- trust the Governmen: 16 make the best b -
ernwent have sufficient intelligenee to appoint the higher officers of | h bl &if thei By SRS
Justice, they may also be entrusted with the appointment of Sheriffs, | *7° PUDNE, and) their conduet should uot have 1 effiet of
The hon. member, Mr. Davies, referred to the case of his brother, | €a%tag the public bu-deas, they could—and he rresumed would
and said that he understood ho was appointed to the office to prevent i —be tarned out « fu.flice.  Some two years since that hion. meu
tw otfering as a candidate #t an approaching ciection. ‘ber and his p iy, then in poer, nunifeeted no such i xiety




