STORY OF FAMED MISCOUCHE BAND

MEMBERS OF FAMED MISCOUCHE BAND

Original Band Organized In
1889 By Fr. John MacDonald

The Miscouche Band. the only men arranged the band music for
noo-military band of its kind in| several well known French Aca
Prince Edward Island, can also' dian songs. such as L'Evangeline,
claim another musical distinction and La. Fieur Du Sousenir, es
mmu h its long histery of almost | peciaily for this occasion
Every French Acadian district

Dr anized in 1889 by Rev. Fr |in Prince Edward Island observed
John MacDonald, a man gifted [the bi-centenary by staging a
With considerable musical ability. [special program of _religious
thirteen band instruments were |racial. and festive events, includ- |
purchased with financial assist spectacular parades, each|

ance from Dr. Heckian, a resi- | highlighted by the presence of the

dent dentist in Miscouche Miscouche Band which has,|
For the following 18 vears the throughout the many years, pro

band was under e musical di- vided musical onl ainment for

rection of Rev. Fr. MacDonald un- | thousands of 'sons in many

BI°1507 ‘when he- was iransferred | parts of Prince Edward Island. in
to the parish ol Grand River, [New Brunswick, and even in the
and succeeded Rev. Martin | Magdalene Is| where the
Monaghan, nuw retired at Mis-|band was taken b\ Hllk'rhll this
couche after a lifetime of clerical ' July 1957 for band concert |
service Jusiy proud of ther local band
Mr. Arsene J. Poirier, a mem- | and conscious ol expense of |
ber of the band, becamme iis musl.its maintenance, the resideats of
cal director afier the aepmure\mmuu(ne and surrounding dis-
of Rev. Fr. MacDonald, and con- tricts are quick to assist in any
tinued as blnﬂ mn\u’r for 40 event in which the band parti
years, until his retirement in 1947, cipates or promotes |
although still continuing to take, Devoted to the responsibility at
a very active interest in the tached to each bandsman for con
Band. tinuation of the organization, at-
For some teh years during this| tendance at weekly band practices
period Mr. Poirier also provided|is most dependable.
instruction for smaller bands In summer the band meets ev

and in winter

t,. D.c g 1931 'ﬂn Gunnlhn P-go’

which the musical repertoire ot \dmmunehndlo( 55 years, and

the band s constanily being s has also been a member of other

panded m outh the iaclusion of |Bands in Prince anam Island

new pumi including the 82 Regime:

The clerical interest in the band |in Charlottetown and & gk
has been continued through its |side Band which existed seve
7n year mmn to include the [years ago under the leadcr
4. D. Kelly. |of Doo Gallant Ulric Drape:

‘was respoasible fog [he rec e late Ben Sharp, and tic

Band led by A J

ent construction of a bandstand Wzllmlum
ben e the church 'mm where | Poirier.

oncerts are preseated on | Another member with long serv-
S«ndl\ ‘mornings mllum.gmummu in the Ban Cyrus Des-
service Rocke. who has been  playing

r Bass wih the Mmumhe Band for
bandmaster, like his prede- | the past 53 years. It is interesting
cessor A J. Poirier, also pro- to note that his  (ather, Jessie
vided the additional n.u'uh func- | DesRoche. was a member of the
he Mis ‘Dru.mal Miscouche Band wnen it

Reggie Gaudel. the pres

couche Church, | was first organized in- 1839,
The- success of the band. as | like A-J. Poirer, resulting i thip
well as its continuation through |family being continuously associ
e years is direcily due to the |ated with the Band since its for
unusual_interest of its former di- |mation
rector Mr. A Poirier whose| The Band has in past vears,
spirit, devotion, and effort kept ‘also enjoved the Association  of
the group together throuzh ad. such non-resident musicians, as
versities and changes iaking place Joseph Gaudet. Ralph
from year to year in communitics Noonan, and Claude Black of
such a parish of and Charles Aires

rsenault, and Howard

Barlow of Wellington
More recently the Band has on
eral occasions been appreci
tive of the Co-operaf
of Bandmaster

it 600 persons. A Commiercial
traveller through much of his ac-
tive life oirier, frequently

at great inconvenience to himself
for

always arrived home in tim
band practices, and his first
carn [a winler weather would gen

erally be the lighting of a fire i | tion, Summerside and Lac Mac:
the parish hall ‘so that this build. | Pherson
ing would be comfortably heated At the present time two of the

when the men arrived for band | original 13 Band Instruments a

practice brass drum and a tenor upright,

Outside of his family. Mr. are still in use, and the Band with
Poiriers greatest interest through a present compliment of 19 men
| his 40 years as band director, | now own 21 Band Instruments

was of course the band, and for| Perhaps it can be said that the
one so gifted with musical ability | continuing existence of this musi-
it naturaliy followed that his cap- | cal aggregation is a tribute to the
able leadership would include the time and training, imported to
directing of the Church Choir, al- | them through the years by the

which he organized at Egmont|
Bay and Wellington

On his retirement My. Poirier
was succ as  director, by
the assistant band master, Reg

ery \Inmia\ night
the;

eration and musical

ve rehearsals twice week- | though retired a|long-time director A. J. Poirier,

| talented musican,  still continues lo each individual member

The spirit of friendship, co-0p-|to take an active interest in the |of the Band must go the appercia-
enjoyment | Band, and recalls a time while| tion of the general yubhe for their

y.

: . ie Gaudet, gnd Jules Poirier, a prevailing among this group does £ g
e Micouch ban, b I members s, trm et o |Gl Teumpe, ] Goude, . Prancs Dsfoche, Bl Usbn Destochs, B Brnct | 5o Gt Bemar s b 15 ol s 5 b b e (50 et s Ta. e
ilman ‘rumpet (Second Row) Jules tone; Edmund DesRoche, Druny Gaudet, Alto; Reggie Gaudet, |came the assistant director |of and personal pleasure s, It aire 5 i -
thons vhlf(l:o;nflude Agriculture. DesRoche, . Trombone;  Lioncl| Poirer, Trumpel: Cyrus Des mer. Peler DesRoche Bas Bandmaster. " Missing {rom | v the spring of 1955 when the that these band members = [ RS B “"a”"’"',‘,”l‘ﬂ, ,‘,'f,':ﬁ:‘, C g
;ﬁe;u..nd sl“::::?n uru‘chc. g:nochn, Trombone; Armand Bass; Leo  Gaudet, Drummer; DesRoche, photo. Agape DesRoche. Alto. | bi-centenary of the Acadian ex-|so willingly in order to regulay he present director, Reggie |ed to the music of the Miscouche
Sales, s, and (he DesRoche, Trumpet; Leonard | Tenor; Eric DesRoche, Bari- |Baritone; Elmer Gaudet, Alto; and Delore DesRoche, Trumpet. |pulsion was observed, these two'attend the band practices at Gaudet has been a member of the | Band
By Rev. Martin Monaghan BAND
The music of the Miscouche Band has been an uplift By Rev. J. D. Kelly
to the heart for almost 70 years, since its orig'n in 1888 | ey eaurie Tof [e Lrass  hand [ meansTs
at a- time when Rev. John A. McDonald came fo this. great deal to us. We might say that of all musci it does most
o | plck our imagination and siir ol spris to any state or sentiment.
parish from St. Dunstan's University, and joned ith To the old man, the b nd recalls feats of war, and it may
. 4 " . o i | even provoke tears of ‘melanchaly as 1t unfolda the ‘memories o€
Dr- Heckman in formin gthe first Miscouche Band youth and young manhood. To the yonug, band music means circuses,
g | granudiose Tectptions of state visiors. streel-corner religious meet.
It s diff'cult to keep a voluntary band active all he |ings. parades and the challenge of the soldiers’ march to meet an
'ime because the members come and go in the ordinary [ehivairy. 1“:.';’;.;7:’.;‘“.; l';ﬂ‘.'m':f l‘r‘;:mvvl::mln.e':r: '!n?.:":n.' wr::n:
ourse of making their various livings. However ‘here | Imm"l 5 '"""f."'.‘«i"'\'.,(’.f the more %Enmﬂc the L."u'm:';ﬁ..?f.':
10w plenty of men n Miscouche to suppy members for the more adventuresome and less common things of life .
SN " Ve who now. in a small way, wish to congratulate and encour-
a band; and the parishoners are always willing to help. age the men of the Miscouche Band, go even farther in speaking
of virtuous things. We signal their patience and tenacity in doing
I came to Miscouche in 1903, a year after Arsene 8 difficult thing over 1o great & number of vears
% 5 r pastor, it Is my joy to profit by this occasion to thank
Poirier, then a young man of Miscouche, a teacher by lehulr .nd encourage the men of the Miscouche Band to gre-*

R § 1 T |perfection and accomplishment. As the one placed by God in
profession, and a natural leader of young people, re- |midst as the spiritual leader of the parish. T consider it a priv
organized the Band. It was his efforts for the next 30 e sty s o [t ol s e fhe ot
years that kept the band in exisence In this day when some trends of music tend to accentuat '

-~ less noble in man and are an indication of a progressive decadence
- : e Ty = of the greatest values of our civilization. it is well to recall a fact
Under h's leadership the members were given every Music, like all things created, is meant to lead us to God. Like any
opportunity to visit various places-and had it not been beautiful thing, its haromny. proportion and richness, speak of the
4 ’ beauty, simplicity and wisdom of God. Music is a reflection of
for his work in this respect there would probably be no | nature. 1t embodies sunsets, warmth, flowers, snowflakes, thunder
o lighi, human love, order, power and s on. Music is a copy of
band in Miscouche. o -m re. Nature is meant to lead us to God and so Is music. The
o . k. v t that the blrm of music Is associated with religious cult Is in-
The leadership of this organization he has now gws‘n! o e dlrnlmn of this fact b il
q . s N s dat B Ut & This is a mg,em.m but one which I am sure vou will pardon
into the capable hands of Regie Gaude!, and to Mr. Again | congratulate the men of the Miscouche Band and wish
Gaudet the citizens of Miscouche now commend the con- R CEET R RO RITS
tinuation of this splendid band REV. J. D. KELLY. P.P.
: MISCOUCHE BAND ON 1955 FLOAT Miscouche, P.EL
A familiar sight in many parades, The Miscouche Band is seen above on a tractor-drawn
float in one of its appearances at the Acadian Bi-Centennial Programs in 1955.
Congratulat’ons to the Miscouche Band, ma, ——— "
o Y ko HUNTER RIVER Our sincere appreciation to the Miscouche
u ntinue wit htheir fine enertainmen, | :
ey continu hth e en ‘ Two mock meetings. one illus.|| Band for the fine entertainment they provide.
trating a poorly conducted meet-
\mg lnd m- other a well-conduc- |
were featured at the |
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Miscouche Prince Edward Island

lett again, Mr B. McNell

Jules Poirier has and D.
time are pmennv Visiting In US A |

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Gallant and jmother Mrs. Eddie DesRoches. |
on a business trip. This

e osiiants  Mr. and Mrs. Enest Arscn
ts, Mr. and Mrs. Felix ault of Summerside are present- he is in New Brunswick | ST. ANN'S C.W.L. |
B ROtk S ly uullnz Mrs. Arsenault's mot- N
esRoche. | her, Mrs. Eddie DesRoche. | Mr. Gus McKinnon has re-| 0. gunday, November 4th,
) ¢ turned home from Prince County
e s, P, ossnt | e an e Bpvem Gt 75 20 1 T S e monhly et o
L et "";" were visiting relatives and  FiosP) St. Ann's, Lot 85, sub-division of
‘.:[:gdd\t:‘mr:,":' e e e peny | Tiends in V.S, [ the C.W.L. was held with an at
| spe
weeks on his usual fall mm «Mr. and Mrs: Sylvere Gaudet| Carmella Martin 'Il back home Iend.nn of 16 members.
d Mrs. Arsenauit were recent after spending a few days un president, Mrs. Vincent

it trip.

Wishing he Miscouche Band many years of

success.

GAUDET'S GROCERIES

Miscouche Prince Edward Island

|dergoing_treatments in  Prince Mml“kq opened the meeting

an
| visitors to Egmont Bay.
: County Hospital. | with' the league prayer. The min- |

Clarence Gaudet has recently
where h utes of the last meeting were |

Mr. lnd Mu

arrived from Winni Blacauiere, of |
|Was employed. He is _visiting | Rustico d Mrs. Gau- | nd at her home In Egmont .4 ‘g Signed by the presid- |
his parents, Mr. and Nrs. An-|thier of \l!mun Y'-rk were vis- BBy ot The treasuter then gave ber
thony Gaudet iting at the home of Mr. and Mrs. | 1 bl A et i back | report |
Mr. and Mrs. A, J. Poirier|"" S MArke lap e """“k‘ ":lrm. h:m:"::'\‘";: h:dhel l:em\:-uhnrnn::rd a s
I .| Hilory Felix DesRoche ls eon-| weeke vis ule by Which a continuous o-
:'n“.ld&zm mmmmm lew fined o his home lhnw . | Bedeque. \ sary, on the first Saturday 'oq
months mmn. ' e dlu'h!efr, sRoches attane. | each’ month, would be said for

Mesars. Aleid and Al Des | yoriq peace, and the same =
Roche are visiting their brother | ped i "would stand  for
| Mr. Geraid DesRoche ﬂ,,l ‘Saturda;

Leo
own visited his bmher Eric
DesRoche last Sunday.

Mrs. Jules Gagne, Jr., on their

way they spent several days :
with another daughter, Mrs.| Mr lnd \w- Ab\:x;n :;‘.I:dm'“ Congratulations are extended Press convener, Mrs. Pa
Dos Richard, in Moncton, spent Muev A nr l: Mr. and Mrs. Anthony E \m:k Clarkin reported § subscri-
| thelr dlulhilr rs. Vautou DesRoche, on the birth of a haby | ptions ordered of the League
M" pm;ﬂn- m:ru t"‘)i: Moncton. | irl | Magazine, to be distributed a
centl ince County . ! mong the members each month
Justin McNeil. St Dunstan’s "“n‘m].“m‘ to Mr. and preverity pplvery)

1 for treatment
Rt College. was visiting his parents was

Leonard McNeil sRoche on their  (nat the Altar committee

El
Golden Wedding Anniversary

pur

‘We are taking this opportunity to congra‘-
ulate the Miscouche Band on their many years of

success.

F. A. DesROCHES |

Genera) Merchant M'scouche, P.EL

Mrs. Francis Feliz DesRoche | Mr. and Mrs.
1- a recent patient in Prince |last weekend g‘.: ﬂnue.rnld for the alar for
| County Hospital. Peter St Dunstan's | Congratulations to Mr. and 3 ""'| also
| Miss salie  DesRoch |c.1um wmm his parents Mr - P““;:n,:""‘”;'
ealning n’ Charlottetown. it Mrs. Percy Steele edding i
her parents Mr. and Mrs [ woanen [, M. asd Mrs. Sylvery Polier side chapel before Lent
Tilmon E. DesRoche last week: 2 hi recently In Egmont Bay It was decided to begin the
end. ' Marguerite LeClajr has mmn. Jheir daughter Mrs. | eard parties by holding the first
epted a position with Heck| pmmanuel Arsenault. one in the hall in connection with
R w”h“r:.'. ‘3' et Stuio, b a dance on November 28th
e Tt ok Nodabed & and Harold |, We, are plessed After  arrangements

Gerard Poirier

i
ottt T s season was | Perry recently spent afew days | Mot 8 Gt back home ana wade for Chritiuse gihs for th
cnloying his usual food heslth
very success ul and the shippers hunting In Nova Scoti S T et of the parish and » mass to
ummﬂyﬂm““ The Micouche Cre Unon oersins o i Jacson ot the parish, the mee
al T held their usual fall social even. | The Miscouche C.W. League jug way brought to a close with
on Wednesday Each and beld their monthly meeling sl prayer 1o the Blessed Mother,

the home of Mr. Regis Gaudet P™
on Wednesday evening [

is reported that the three ing
m-mueu Village Counci lors | every one had a wonderful
mllyl;m:lnl on a plan i

even-
BOOST SUGAR

leldrr(hln Rourse. held 1 Hunter |
River on Wednesday afternoon,
Mrs. Philip Matheson. on pro
vincial executive, ned the|
meeting and_explained its pur-|
pose. Mrs. Clarence McGuigan, |
Hunter River, was appointed to
preside and welcomed the mem
bers to the course. All then re
peated the Mary Stewart Prny
er in unison
The Fredericton ladies, Mrs. N. |
Cutcliffe, Frank Cut-
Rackham,

ELEANOR DesROCHES

Miscouche, P-EI

Groceries

A

Mrs.
Hyatt  Haslam a

porly conducted meeting which
though humorous in reality, a
complishes little

I the same group
later conducted a Christmas W
1. meeting using a well-planned
programme so arranged to be.
gin on time with a time limit
for meeti

Interesting in the model meet
ing_were 1. Correct Procedure
2. Fxchange of Christmas gifts
3. Inexpensive Christmas Decora

We are proud of our Band, may it

succeed for years to com

MISCOUCHE
CREDIT UNION

tions made from knick - knacks
about the home
The supervisor, Miss Theresa

MacLeod, gave an excellent out-
hm on correct procedure for the
eetings, which she explained,
may be found oa the yellow-col
ges in
b She also conducted a
group discussion in which all
participated bringing out many
helpful hints on Good Procedure
rs. Matheson led In group |
singing and also gave many in-
teresting highlights of the F W
L.C. convention which she attend
ed in Ottawa quoting words from
Mrs. Adams. the past president
“There’s not enough darkness in
the whole world to blow out the

THANKS ‘

" h

The s of the Mi Band
wish to take this opportunity to thank

light of one small candle
After s The Queen™ Y
the Hunter River ladie served a BENTLEY'S LIMITED,

delicious supper which was much
enjoyed by all

Wholesale Dry Goods
Truro, N. S.

FAST SERVICE
LONDON (CP) — Animal am

to st
This d certainly make & ACl Wiltred r.-uuu is pres- n:‘n:" pleased to -:;::wm TAIPEL Formosa (AP) — The
weicome iMprovement in the | ently spending vy |y o m“"’_.d W abe .“ Industrial  development commis
newly incorporated village. with his nmu H; and h:(r- Milobisbe has approved an $4.000.000
W contin program to modernize and ex
" ot B o e Plod ] "“"“" 'n Camp Borden | L4 g e for many Pand facilities o the state-owned
seuring-compieon 1 e new 0o N Teur b wil e ing o BOr® YO4FE 10 Come el R e g
Misosnche : Lake. | Most Reverend Cardimal|main source of foreign exchange
Miss Ethel DesRoches, em- mu Eva Bernard, employed James  MacGuigan, Toronto. |for Gen. Chiang KaiShek s na
ployed in  Moncton, recently | at Wome of Mr. and Mrs. recently visited his uncle Rex tionalist government The export sext
pent & few days uu-m-nn--- last woek- | Mortia Monoghas. this year is 850,000 tons.

sulances in London will be radio
onirolled by the humane Society
vear to spend emergency
| sacvices.

for of expenses or
oghrirn L Lot bl




