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“You mustn’t mind if 1 seem a
trifle strong and silent." he said
smiling, “I've hardly said a word,
except in Chinese for months. I
know Janet and Pat here so darned
well, that half the time when we
meet, we just sit and grunt at each
other, You get like that in the wilds.
But actually I'm more than glad to
see you. It's more than one man's
Job, Tan Fu. At least it should be—
we could make a second Chunking
of the place, if only the firm would
give up decent support.”

“That sounds fine,” muttered Ger-
ald Havelock.

Janet James got out of her chair,
and said she must go. Suddenly she
felt something wrong—something
she didn't like about the atmo-
sphere of the room. It was only as
she left the verandah that she man-
aged to comply with the custon, of
s lifetime and be quite honest with
herself.

At that point she admitted that it
was the sight of Shella Havelock, ly-
ing so gracefully there in the long
chair, her eyes sliding in apprai:al
from her husband to Leslie Dale
and back again, which had dis-
quieted her so fyriously. It disquited
her the more because she felt she
could not speak of her fears to her
husband. Pat would probably drag
in & quotation regarding the virtues
of Charity,

She left a fairly awkward silence
behind her.

“I think T eould do with a bath
and & change,” said Sheila Have-
lock. “Will ycu show me the bath-
room?"”

Dale grinned.

“Whichever bedroom you choose.
I'm afrald,” he said. “Only tin—but
quite big, Mrs. Havelock. I'll tell the
boy to have some water heated
right away.”

“Thank you,” said Sheila curtly.

She walked acrcss the room to the
two doors of the guest-rooms and
threw them open. .

“I11 take this, Gerry,” she said
“Bring my bags in, wil you? 1
think this bed looks the better of
the two.”

“It 15, said Dale quietly.

8heila Havelock's door closed he-
hind her. With a slightly-embar-
rassed lopsided grin, Gerald went
out to the verandah and returned
with a battery of expensive-looking
suit-cases and hat boxes. Threc
minutes later he came out of his
wife's room, and found that Dale
had brought In his own bags.

“Oh thanks,” said Gerald hastily,
and grabbed them. He retired hasti-
ly into the second rocm carrying
the bags leaving Dale staring af-
ter him.

“It would seem,” muttered Dale
“that there's a good deal to be said
for not being married!”

He was refilling his pipe when
Sheila reopened her deor.

“I'd be grateful,” she said, “if
they'd hurry up that hot water!”

CHAPTER Ml
BANDIT AT FASF

1t was little more than a week
later. In & valley rather reminiscent
of the cealebrated Valley cf Ver:
Dry Bones, rimmed round by the
Jjagged red hills which made up the
northern horizon of Tan Fu, a tent
had been pitched. In the shade of
that tent's looped-up flap, a singu-
lar figure reclined at length in =a
deck-chair: the figure cf the ro-
torious Chinese bandit-general Wu-
Tso-Ling,  He was very stout, but so
enormously broad in the shoulders
that except in profile his fat was
not specially remarked. Not that it
ever was remarked in words, Wu
was touchy on the pcint, and any
reference would have led to most
disagreeable consequences,

Except for the thin straggling
moustache, there was little specific-
ally oriental about Wu's face

Which was not altogether surpris-
ing considering that the general
was not mecre than hall Chinese. He
had been horn in S8hanghai—but his
mother had been a Russian cabaret
girl, a refugee from Siberia; and he
had been educated at an American
University, and taken a degree in
history. He might have been anv
age between thirty and fifty.

He wore a uniform of his ewn
designing: an  American officer's
tunic, quaintly bedizened with
mass of gold lace and the flat gold-
embroidered epaulettes of the old
Russian Imperial Army, a round
fur cap like a Cossack's, blue rid-
ing breeches with a wide crimson
stripe down the sides, and soft
leather boots with encrmous sil-
ver Mexican spurs. His Sam Browne
belt sustained the welght of =
heavy holstered Mauser automati-
pistcl, and an old-fashioned cavalry
sabre with a silver hilt. He lay
back in the long chair, sipping at a
glass of cold tea, and.smoking a
thin Russian cigarette with a card-
bhoard mouthpiece, a- delightful il-
lustration of repose and an easy
consclence—unless you cared to look

at his eyes. They were blg, and
amber-ocloured, and most dis-
quietingly restless eyes. They re-

minded you of a panther or a leop-
ard behind bars in & Zoo.
In front of Wu was standing an
obviously sacred Chinese, in shab-
by cloth trousers and a hlue linen
shirt, his shoulders stocped, his
hands nervously clasped, He was
one of Leslie Dale's servants, with
the misfortune of never being able
quite to make up his mind which of
two fears was the greater: his fear
of his master, or his fear of Wu-
“-TsosLing. In Tan Fu there was
no dcubt about it at all/ There he
feared Leslie Dale as much as he
loved him, But among those bar-
ren hills, under the eyes of the
general, and with a couple of the
' general’s ploturesque tail fingering
their rifles negligently in the back-
4 ground, Ho Ping was not so sure.

ety ‘general drank more tea, set
-7 down

glass, spat the mouth.

e cf his cigarette with exacti-
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Mr. Roland Clarke, New Annan,

made a business trip to Summer-
side recently.

—Mrs. Arthur Enman, New An-
nan, has left on an extended visit
to the States she plans on spend-
ing the winter months with her
daughters, Margaret and Arlene.

Mr. Arthur Enman is spending
the winter in Springfield, the guest

of his daughter and son-in-law,
Mr. and Mrs, Ivan Lambe and
family,

Dawson, North Tryon.
Miss Irma MacNeill, Kinkors

Convent, is spending the holidpys
at the home of her parents, Mr,
and Mrs. Allle MacNeill, New An-
nan.

Mr. and Mrs. Wilfred Curuy,
Clermont were recent visitors te
New Annan.

Mr. Walter Coates spent the
Christmas holiday at the home of
Mr. and Mrs. Al. Schurman of
Travellers Rest.

Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Croken
and daughter Joan Emerald were

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Hooper, Pow-

Mr, Lloyd Manderson, Smk., is
spending the holidays at the home
of his parents My, and Mrs. Har-
old Mandersen, New Annan,

Mr, snd Mrs, Francis Cole, New
London, spent. Ohristmas day at
the home of Mr, and Mrs.' Fred
Wall, New Apnan.

Mr. Ingham Montgomery, New
Annan, was 8 visitor at Summer-
side on Thursday.

Mr. Al Schurman, Travellers
Rest made a business trip to Sum-
merside on Wedneaday.

nal, spent Christmas Day at- the

Mr. Talmadge Montgomery and

excommunication, ‘the
posed the death penalty for smok-
ing and the Emperor of ussiz
ordered that tobacco users should
have thely noses slit, after whichi
they were whipped and ahipped off
to Siberia. In spite of such severe
measures the habit continued and
spread until today tobacco . is
used in every .part. of the world,
. 9

Is there such a thing as wild
silk? Yes, in the warmest districts
of Manchuria, as well as in cer-
tain provinces of China proper,

wild silk {s obtained from cater-
illars whioh feeds on oak leaves.
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tained ' disgusting substances that
had no medicinal value.
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Congress ‘of Laber will be held at
Vancouver o o 1T, C.»
C.L. officials said RY:

HE WAS WRONG

Two years before the war of 1313
Henry Clay declared conquest of
Canada could be mwy by
the Kentucky militla alone,
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MERCURY TRUCKS

announce for 1951

The greatest line of Mercury Trucks in history !

. Over 80 Mercury Truck mod

els from which to choose exactly the right truck for your work.
Complete range from % to 5 tons. '

‘Mercury Trucks' improved “Loadomatic” Economy !

A remarkable engineering accomplishment that automatically adjusts timing and gasoline
' flow to match changing speed, load and power requirements. -

The 1951 Mercury Truck line is designed ta offer exactly the right
truck for your job. Three great Mercury Truck engines, 9 series,
e ratios, 2-spaed axles and many other
features. The better your truck is fitted to do the work required, the
more efficient, economical and durable it will be. Mer
Dealers are trained and equipped to help you select the right truck,

ou make the greatest profit with the truck you buy, Call in
i( Desler todsy. See the complete line of new

12 wheelbases. Optional

to help
at your

models, the many new features . . , and select the right truck fog
your job

ercury T

Truck

Mercury Trucks' “Loadomatic” is a remarkable synchronization of
the carburetor and distributor action. It gets the mast power
from the Jeast gasoline because it automatically meters and
right amount of gas at exactly the right instant regardless of cop-

stantly changing speed, load, and power requirements. *'Loadomatic’t

saves morey constantly . . . in stop-and. :
climbing or for tough haulip

e

city driving, for fast hill
under off-the-road conditions, Aad
not only does it save gasoline, but it gives better engine performance
under all conditions, Mercury Trucks offer *‘Loadomatic” economy

agd cfficiency on all models irom 14 to 5 tons,
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designed to give you pleaty of reserve wi resr wi pushburon lighttruck driving, allows more floor :o look. Fro to the
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