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Cherished Christmas
Customs Were Pagan Rites

(By Mary‘Ann Fitzgerald)

Christmas is here and everyone
is busy putting up the Christmas
tree, hanging the holly and mistle-
toe and generally preparing for
the festivities which time has
made inseparable from Christmas.

Curiously enough, many customs
we observe on the anniversary of
the birth of the Christ child are
not of Christian origin. Most are
relics of pagan rites and ceremon-
fes which in the early days of
Christianity church fathers sub-
mitted to as inevitable and so al-
lowed many of the festal practices

ure in the pagan celebration of the
Roman Saturnalia, which was held |

during the winter solstice, the
week before our Christmas.
Actually  the Christmas tree

came to England and this coun-
try from Germany where the
‘“‘weinachtsbaum” was held as a
symbol of the tree of deathless
life. The custom passed to Eng-
land after 1840, when Queen Vic-|
toria had a tree, and came to Am- |
erica at the time of the Germnan
! immigration,

| Tree Decorations

Acording to the ~old German

The custom of kissing under the

musiecoe seen o o have originated

from a Scandinavian myth which | Mael

said that the lad must remove the
berries one by ene and give them
to the maid, each time giving her
a kiss. When all the berries were
gone, the bough lost its spell.

In line with the belief, it was
said that the maid who recgived
no kisses would not marry tnat
year.

The idea of giving gifts at Christ-
mas seems once again to turn to
the Romans for its origin. Ducing
their festivals they hung earthen
hoxes to receive cantributions, Lat-
er, vriests placed alms boxes
aboard ships to be opened at Christ-
mas Mass said for contributors,
and so it pecome known as a
“Christmas- Box"'. Gifts were a!so
exchanged in remembrance of the
gifts of gold, f(rankincense and
St. Nicholas dropped a purse of
myrrh which the wise men bLoure

of earlier belief to filter into the | tpradition late on the first Christ- | infant Jesus,

celebration of Christmas.

In our land the Christmas tree
decked with colored lights and or-
naments and dripping with sual-
actites, is the ceutre of decoration
in the home

In Latin lands.  centuries avo,
the evergreen was the central lig-
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piness. money,
caused by beverace
greatest of thieves

This cursed habit, of strong drink
is steadily ruining our young people
who through it lose public respect
and their taste for the better things
of life because their minds are
dulled by the use of liquor,

Let us never weary of our high
endeavour to set forth the value of
total abstinence by teaching and
by gracious example

‘“The struggle of the school. the
library, and the church, all united,
against the beer room is but one
development of the war between
heaven and hell.”

You can never drink a second
Until you drink the first
80 try the juice of fruit
It's sure to quench your thirst.

r

hap
and talent 1s
alcohol, the

time

M’ gives you vim and vigor

|mas Eve when the wise men were,
hurrying to Bethlehem they saw |
the lights of the village in the!
distance. In observance of the |
Jewish feast. Chanukah (Feast of
| Lights', every house had a flaine
burning in honor of the day. To
the wise men lights appeared a~ a
symbo!l of the birth ot Christ as!
did the star. and thus they came
to be used on the tree |

Other tree decorations seem  to
date back to the 10th century when
in Arabian  geographer declared
that all trees in the forest blossnm-
ed and bore fruit on the night ol
nativity. and so today we hang
fruit and ornaments on the branch
es as a symbol

The custom of decking the hally
with holly also had its origin in

the pagan festival of Saturnalia
At that tune. branches of hoily
believed to be an antidote for

poison and a protection against
lightning, were exchanged as goud-
will offering between barbarous
European tribes who had little i
common except their allegiance to
the Roman Empire.

The word holly derived from the
ancient custom of using sprigs to
decorate churches at Christmas,
thus giving it the name holy trees
which later changed to holly tree.
Under The Mistletoe
| The most popular spot in &ny
| fun-loving home during the season
|is 'neath the mistletoe bough. In
the days of the Druids. mistletoe
was held sacred and at the festival
of the winter solstice it was cut
with a golden knife, gathered with
great ceremony and distributed so

Keeps young minds clear to think that everyone could hang it over

¥ offered poison aleohol
Say NO to that frst drink.
—The Young Crusader.
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Old .St. Nick
Actually a mistake was respons

stockings at  the  fire placr
Christmas Eve. The story is
that good old Bishop Nicholas
lived m Asia Minor. wished . us-
sist a poor nobleman, who was 'oo
proud to ask for help

While the nobleman was asleep,
St. Nicholas  dropped a purse
moncy down the chimney intend-
mg it to land on the hearth How-
ever. it landed m a stocking which
was hung by the fire to dryv. Upon
discovering it the next day, the
nobleman used 1t as a marriage
portion for his daughter After-
wards, when the nobleman's daugh-
ters were of marriageable age, he
hung a stocking by the himney
and the girl was provided or. The
same St Nicholas later hecame
known as St. Nikolas which vears
corrupted into Santa Claus

While the yule log is not so much
a part of our Christmas tradition,
it was the centre of celebration in
Medieval EFngland and is still a
well-worn custom of Ireland. South-
ern France, northern Italy and
Yugoslavia .

The seems to be some discrep-
ancy of opinion about the origin
of the custom. Some say that it
passed down from the Scandinav-
ian pagan festival Jul, celebrated
in the winter solstice in honor of
Thor, while others agree that it
may have had origin with the
Druids when the ancient priest
chose a log. blessed it with great
ceremony and proclaimed that it
should be kept burning. Each year
a brand was saved to rekindle a
new fire.

In medieval England the yule

Recently he has taken into the business, his
son Sinclair who has worked ,with his fath-
er for the past ten years.

In an effort to give the best in service
to the public, Mr. Cutcliffe and Son have
completely remodelled the interior of their
Funeral Home on Fitzroy Street.

The Chapel has been divided into four
slumber rooms, each divided by beautifu!
coloured drapes of a quiet red. Matching
carpet has been laid on the floor from wall

% to

. log symbolized the centre of the

BIRTHS _

At the P.E,I Hos-
pital on Saturday, Dec. 17, 1955,
to Mr. and Mrs. Melvin C. Mac-
Laren, St. Peters, a son (still-
born). .

KELLY — At the Prince County
Hospital on Saturday, Dec. 17th,
fo Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Kelly,
Summerside, a daughter.

HOWARD—At the P. E.I. Hospi-
tal on Sunday, Dec. 18, 1955, to

Mr. and Mrs. Reg Howard, a
daughter, Shelley Anne. Weight
7 lbs,, 10 ozs.

ROSS—At the P. E.I. Hospital on
Dec. 17, 1955, to Mr. and Mrs.
Albert L. Ross, a son, Sheldon
Garfield. Weight 9 lbs., 2 ozs.

TWEEL--At the P.E.1. Hospital
on Sunday, Dec. 18. 1955, to Mr
and Mrs. Daniel Tweel, a son,
Douglas Karl Heinz.

COURT -- At the Prince County
Hospital on December 15th, 1955,
Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Courl,

family, while the Irish superstit-
iously held it bad luck for some-
one to leave the house without

4% oms.

KELLY -~ At the Chariottetown
Hospital on Wednesday, Dec. 31,
to Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Kelly,
Dromore (nee Mary McGuirk) a
daughter, Mary Patricia, weight
7 lbs. 8 ozs.

McQUAID—At the Charlottetown
Hospital Dec, 22, 1955, to Mr. and
Mrs. Linus McQuaid (nee Geneva
Morrison) a son,

ENSERINK—At the P. E. 1, Hos-
pital on Dec. 20 to Mr, and Mrs,
L. Enserink a daughter, Hilma
Johanna.

SMITH — At the Prince Edward
Island Hospital on December 21,
1955, to Mr. and Mrs. Clark
Smith, Hunter River, a son (Don-
ald George).

STEWART — At the Charlottetown
Hospital on Dec. 19, 1955 to Mr.
and Mrs. Roy D. Stewart (nee
Kathleen McCarville) a son, David
Leonard. 6 lbs. 10 oz

Hospital on Wednesday, Dec. 21
1955, to Mr. and Mrs. James I

a daughter.

taking refreshments while the log
was burning
Traditional Feast

No Christmas Day is complete
without turkeys and mince pies.
Centuries before Chrisaanity, roast
duck and goose were considered a|
special delicacy to bhe served at|
festivals. Actually in the ancient
days of Christianity the peacock.!
a symbol of immortality and a
rarity, was served at Christmas

Originally a native of American
continent, the turkey was so scarce
in Europe even in the 16th ¢entury
that Archbishop Crammer prohib-
ited the appearance of more than
tone dish of turkey cocks at state
festivals- It wasn’t until a quarter
of a century later that it became
a Chrismas dish for the farmer

Mince pie was supposed to com-
memorate in its ingredients of ori-
ental mixture offerings made by
the wise men.

Perhaps one of the most recent

exchange of Christmas card greet- |
ings. The predecessor of the first
cards were Christmas pieces writ-
ten by school children on gaily|
decorated paper to show parents
that school fees were not being‘
‘sppm in vain. Another ancestor |
{was the Valentine. |
I In 1840 designs were made zAmd1
| verses written in a revival of
)(‘hrislmas festivites once forbid- |
den by Puritan laws, but it wasn't
]unlll 1871 that the habit was firm-
ly adopted in England. |

to wall.

one.

of our Christmas customs is the |

is the Family Room.
ranged that the mourners can have an un-
obstructed view of the funeral service but
out of sight of those attending the funeral.
The total seating capacity of the funeral

55 to Mr. and Mrs. Kornelis Hof,
Charlottetown, a daughter.

MACDONALD — At the Charlotte- | GILLIS—At

Summerside, a deughier, 8 e., Sourls

MURPHY — At Moncton City

, (nee Margaret
a daughter, 7 lbs. 11 gg..

ot el e My g
and Mrs. Bernard Carter, Souris,
ttvorin boys, 8 lbs. 8 oz and 6 lhs.
oz,
MACDONALD — At the' Charlotte-
town Hospital on Thursday, Dec.
15, 1955, to Mr, and Mrs, James
L. MacDonald, 26 Spring St., Char-
lottetown, a son, 6 Ibs,
RAMSAY—At the Prince Coun
Hospital Dec. 18th, 1955, to Mr.
and Mrs, Keith Ramsay, Kens-

ington, a son,

MacDONALD--At the Prince Ed-
ward Island Hospital on Friday,
Dec. 16, 1955, to Mr, and Mrs
Irving MacDonald, York, twin

girls,
MacMILLAN — At the Charlotte-|
1955, |

town Hospital -on Dec. 18,

to Dr. and Mrs. Allan MacMillan l

a daughter (Mary Ellen),
DEATHS

CARTEN-—At residence, 18
Fraser St.,

her

wife of A, 8. Carten.
20th,

Halifax, Dec. 20th. |
Murphy. (nee Reta MacDonald'  Lois MacKinlay Carten, beloved

HOF — At the Prince Edward Is-| DOWLING—At the Charlottetown |
land Hospital on December 19, 19- | Hospital on Tuesday, Dec.

1955, Dennis Dowling of 29 Vic-|

tory Avenue in his 9lst year.

the P. E.1. Hospital

town Hospital on Dec. 16, 1955, to|on Friday, Dec. 16th, 1955, Mrs,'

Mr, and Mrs. Gordon MacDonald. ' Catherine

Gillis,

“ree Parking
16 Hollis St.
Tel. 3-9488

District.

SINGLE $2.50 - $3.00 - $3.50

ACADIAN HOTEL

DOWNTOWN HALIFAX

(wo minutes from Railway Station,

A Modern Brick Building with Automatic &prinkier
System in every Room for our Guests Safety.

NEWLY DECORATED, COMFORTABLE, WELL FURNISHED
ROOMS WITH PRIVATE BATH & SHOWER

DAILY RATES

SINGLE $5.00 and $5.50. DOUBLE $6.50. TWIN BEDS $7.50

ROOMS WITH HOT & COLD WATER
WEEKLY RATES FOR PERMANENT GUESTS

HALIFAX

~Nova Scotia

Business and Theatre

DOUBLE $4 00 - $4.50 - $5.00

START
TRAINING FOR BUSINESS
AT

Union Commercial College
CLASSES BEGIN JANUARY 4, 1956

New Students Accepted
Stenographic — Commercial — Secretarial

Each slumber room can, by draw-
ing the curtains be completely separated
from the others so that a family may re-
main in complete privacy with their loved

Situated to ong side of the main chapel
This room is so, ar-

formerly of |

Wi Island
Do 20,1060

s M

Argenault) Grand View in her 85th year
" GORV EATT -~ At the Puince Ed | Macy . ..

dale, In her 56th year.
At the P, E. 1. Hos:

om Tuesday, | pital on Dec. 18, 1955, Mrs. Ron

Everett Gor

ald MacPhee of Heatherdale in

veatt of 24 Gower Street, Park-her 55th year. :

CUDMORE — At the Pringe. »n
ward Island Hospital on' Moy,
Dec. 18th, 1955, William Jame
Cudmore
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Province of Prince Edward Island

ways, one who has not been drinkin

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS

TO ALL CITIZENS OF
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

| feel, at this time, that | should request
the attention and co-operation of all con-
cerned in so far as the practice of good
driving habits on our highways are concerned
during the holiday period immediately ahead.

in his 73rd year.

All our roads now have a covering of
snow and ice. This condition itself requires a
driver’s utmost care and caution to continue
without mishap.

For the many who do partake of alco-
holic beverages, as well as the many who do
not, | suggest that in so far as possible, al-

drive.

driving on our highways, with a Death.

g should

Christmas is a joyful occasion and is the on-
niversary of a Birth. Let us, in the days ahead,
not mar this Glorious Event, throuah careless

| extend my best wishes to everybody.
J. GEORGE MacKAY,

| - were there originally.

the service.

Family Room

home is now 144, including space for 12
choir members. The family room has new
upholstered chairs and new chairs in the
chapel replace the full length pews which

A set of melodic chimes has been instal-
led and will render soft music previous to

Cutcliffe’s Funeral Home has always
specialized - in -prompt- and- efficlent. ambu.- ..
lance service and two cars properly heated

Minister of Highways.

and equipped
stretcher are

J. S. Cutdliffe

with clean

linen covered
ready for call 24 hours of the

day. Both Mr, Cutcliffe and his son are
fully qualified under the Red Cross in First

Aid work.

The Funeral Home uses the famous E.
& J. Resuscitator which is recognized by
and is part of the equipment of most of the
best hospitals in North America. Its use
in cases of heart failure, electric shock,
carbon monoxide poisoning, asthma and
asphixia of the new born has been favour-
ably demonstrated on many occasions.
- Day-and-night gervice in any emergency

" "will be quickly rendered by phoning

.
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—

day,




