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Starring:
Bryan Brown - Tai-pan
John Stanton - Brock
Joan Chen - May-May

Based on a novel by James Clavell

“Tai-Pan” takes place in China,
during the era of the Opium Wars.
Before this,China had been a closed
country to the “westerners”. She
had neither seen norheard of Eng-
lishmen; when the Chinese met
-them they thought them to be bar-
barians. Perhapsthey were,for it
wasthe hungerof the western civ-
ilization for the riches ofthe Orient
— tea, silk, and spices — that
brought China to an Opium stupor
(it should be noted that not only
the English were at work in these
areas; others were active as well,

including the French). Imperialism
moved the British and other wes-
terners to establish colonial ports
in this new world. The Chinese
leaders were notin favor of this —
the westerners were turning their
people into hopeless addicts. It was
for this reason that the Opium
Wars commenced.

Tai-Pan is not about the wars
themselves but about the ruthless
trading that went on in China, and
the competition between the Brit-
ish for colonial of the British col-
onywascalled the Tai-Pan by the
Chinese: He had control over trade
in the area — a monopoly, so to
speak, onall aspects of the trade
including opium. But it was the
Tai-Pan who had to build the
community; the need for wealth to

AMANDA

set one up sparked fiercerivalry
between British companies. Murder
and treachery might well be the
only way to become Tai-Pan, for
there can be only one.

In the film a competition takes
place between the residing Tai-
Pan’and Brock. Each musttry to
defeat the other while winning the
support of the people. Throughall
ofthis there is adventure, romance,
and tragedy.I tend to compareit to
Shogun,for it bears many of the
same qualities. Rivalry, lust,
power, comedy, and youngromance
are alla part ofTai-Pan. Becauseit
is not asci-fi, cinematographyisn’t
quite as important;it is extremely
good nevertheless. Background
music is typical for this type of
drama. I feel that Bryan Brown
(Tai-Pan) has played his part to
the fullest, even to the use of a rich
andauthentic accent. John Stan-
ton’s character, Brock,is played as
it should be— a hateful man who
relies on his henchmen to dohis
dirty work. Joan Chen (May-May)
plays a beautiful slave girl, Tai-
Pan’s lover. Her insatiable lust
defies any other desciption but
nymphomaniac.Overall, the char-
acters are well-played and reason-
ably plausible.

“There can be only one.”
I confess,I have not read Clavell’s

novel, so lam not qualified to draw

a comparison. Everyone who

watches amovieisa critic (to some

extent). If you have read the book,

give the movie a break. Rarely is a

movie as good (or better) than the

book it is based on. Timedictates

muchof this. Also, most of what

you read you envisage in your own

unique way. The movieversion is

almostcertain to be different from

your visual interpretation. Make

allowances, and merit the movie

on its own grounds,not those of a

book. I rate this according to how

interesting I found it to be, nothow

interesting it is in comparison to

the novel. I foundit to be intrigu-

ing, informative, and notat all bor-

ing. It is a long movie at approxi-
mately 125 minutes. It will keep
you busyfor all of them.“Tai-Pan”

is really good. Don’t listen to some
high-brow reviews which compare

it to the novel. Go and enjoy your-

self. You may not see onelike this

for quite a while.

Rating: ****+

You can see Tai-Pan at the Prince
Edward Cinemas,theatre2.
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