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A Private Enterprise
What is a group of citizens to do
when government refuses to build a
road which they had requested?
There are two obvious courses of
action, One is to be philosophical
about it and sit back and wait for
government officials to change their
%! minds, which they sometimes do on
§ the eve of an election. The other is
to build it themselves. The former
eourse is the more common one; but
the latter is being taken by a group
of business men in Meadow Lake,
ask.
It seems that for some time these
men' have heen trying to persuade
the Provincial Government to build
some sort of road to Uranium City,
the scene of great mining activity,
80 that they could do business in the
area during the winter months when,
the regular waterway through rivers
and lakes to Edmonton, Alberta, is
elosed. The Government, not regard-
ing the proposal as economically
sound, would have nothing to do
with it; so the men have set out to
build it themselves. It s quite an
undertaking, even for eourageous
men. It will eover a distance of near-
ly 500 miles, much of it hilly and
rocky terrain. But the bulldozers
are already at work and it is hoped
to have a passable truck trail ready
for use by the beginning ef next
year. 60 trucks will be put imte
service and snowplow and mainten-
ance crews will be on hand through-
out the season. The idea is to haul
food and other commodities to the
mining eentre and bring back frozen
fish which are taken from the lakes
in the region. The goal for the first

year, according to a report from
headquarters of the eompany, is
200,000 tons of outgoing eargo and
$§ million pounds of fish en return
Journeys.

The sponsors hope by this means
%o bring Saskatchewan a share of
the business which hitherto has been
going mainly to Alberta eoncerns.
They hope, too, that if the plan
shows signs of success the Provin-
elal Government will see the wisdom
of making the road into a year
round highway and perhaps reim-
burse them for their investment
which will amount to quite a tidy
sum before the road is eompleted.
They certainly deserve as much. In
these days private enterprise of this
nature Js so rare that when it does
make an appearance it is entitled to
some sort of reward.

Remedy For Shock
A recent announcement by the
'] United States Public Health Service
is proof that medical scientists do
- not spend all their time in working*
] out complex formulas for the treat-
ment of human ills. It says that tests
eonducted in Lima, Peru, under
American sponsorship and with the
co-operation of the city’s hospitals
showed conclusively that a mixture
of ‘comimon table salt, baking soda
and water is a good and proper
treatment for severe shock due to
burns. Hitherto the treatment was
by injection of blood plasma, which
. .of course it' not always available.

Tests were made on 110 children

and 83 adults, all of whom had suf-

fered burns covering 10% or more

“of their bodies. One group received
- the injection, another the saline
Solution; each group responded

y

'S

amounts had ne toxle effectsy on the

patients who were subjected to the
tests, It adds, however, that one pre-
caution must he observed: Liquids
should not be given to persons who
are unconscious or who cannot swal-
low.

Needless to say, medical help
should always be  sought when a
person is suffering from burns just
as for all other illnesses and dis-
abilities. But it is good to know that
a simple remedy is at hand in cases
where a doctor may not be readily
available.

Not Cricket

The British Labour Party's policy
in the current dispute over the Suez
Canal does not appear to put its new
leadership in a very good light,
When Prime Minister Fden announe
ced in the Commons that Britain
would use force if necessalry to ins
sure free navigation of the important
waterway, Mr. Hugh Gaitskill, the
Party’s leader, assured him of his
and his party's support. Indeed, his
speech on that occasion was every
bit as critical of QOlonel Nasser as
was Sir Anthony's, He referred to
the Egyptain President as “a dictas
tor, another Hitler” and called upon
Britain to ‘“reassert Britain's pres-
tige” in the Middle East.

Now, however, sensing a grow-
ing sentiment in favour of a com-
promise settlement, Mr. Gaitskill is
saving that the Prime Minister's
military precautions were a “bluff”
and that he, Gaitskill, wants nothing
more to do with it. His policy now
seems to be against the use of force
in almost any conceivable eircum-
stance. In a recent statement he de-
clared that the Prime Minister is
facing “political ruin”; the inference
being, of course, that he himself
would profit in the event of the
Government's having to back down
from its firm stand.

Al this may be Mr. Galtskil's
idea of good politics, but it is not in
the British tradition of fair play. }t
is bound to have the effect of weak-
ening Britain's position in negotia-
tions with Egypt'and its Arab allies,
to say nothing of the Soviet Union,
and it could very well hinder the
completion of a workable solution
to the many problems involved.
Somehow, one eannot imagine Mr.
Attlee's resorting to such tactics.
Having once given his support, he
would not have withdrawn it in such
a cavalier fashion

EDITORIAL NOTES

The formal opening of the marine
dock at Georgetown must have re-
called to many of the older citizens
the day when the port was the
haven for many ships and the home
of many seafarers.

L] L] .

An official of the Federation of
Churches in Chicago appealed to the
Democratic delegates to Jet their
actions at the Convention “be an
inspiration to people in other Jands.”
He must have been joking.

. L L

A weather expert says that Chi-
cago does not deserve the nickname
“windy city,” since several other
American cities have stronger aver-
age winds. That may be. We still
think, though, that it was the wind-
iest place in the world this past
week.

L] . L]

It is now clear that Mr. Truman

did not exert the influence on the

Democratic National Convention
that some of his close friends—Gov-
ernor Harriman, for one—had hoped
he might. He is still, however, the
party's best vote catcher. At least
that seems to be the opinion of most
American political analysts. He had
a lot of fun at the Convention, as
he said he would, and he will have
a lot more at the whistle-stops.
L L ] -

The call for. a truce by terrorist
leaders may mean an end to strife
on Cyprus, It's a pity the call had
not been issued sooner; for terror is
not a good device for winning sym-
pathy, nor is it a good weapon with

 though you

Scapa Flow Base

National Geographic Society

Britain is closing her big naval
base at Scapa Flow, a sea haven
important strategically since the
ninth century.

Famed as the home of the Brit
ish fleet in two world wars, Scapa
Flow is a roadsfead between the
Atlantic Ocean and the North
Sea. It holds some 100 square
miles of anchorage--enough to shel-
ter all the navies of the world,

W lies in the midst of the Ork-
ney Islands, bits of land that re-
semble a giant's jigsaw puzzle
scattered in the sea north
Scotland.

BASE FOR NORSEMEN

In the ninth and tenth centuries
the Norsemen came across the
North Sea from Scandinavia and
based themselves in the Orkneys,
from which they were able to
overrun much of Scotland, Ire-
land and England.

At the start of World War 1,

the British Admiralty chose Sca- |

pa Flow as the main base for its
home fleet. Naval facilities were
installed, and the fleet was based
there through the Battle of Jut-
land, in which the German fleet
was chased back under the pro-
tection of the shore defenses in
the Helgoland ‘Bight.

Five times during that war Ger
man submarines tried to pene-
trate the defenses of Scapa Flow.
Five times they failed.

At the end of the war, American
sailors stationed at Kirkwal, near
Scapa, were charged with the
hazardous duty of sweeping up
70,000 Allied mines strung across
the North Sea between the Ork-
neys and Norway.

They were there in 1919 when
the German fleet of 74 men o'-
war, interned in Scapa Flow, was
scuttled by its crews. Later, the
British salvaged some of those
vessels.

e

Japan is resuming the practice of
giving and receiving honours—an
indication that today Japan is get-
ting back more and more to her
pre-war outlook. Several British
subjects have received Orders of
the Chrysanthemum in the past
12 months though it is doubtful
if any who took active part in the
war would accept honours so soon
after the close of hostilities,
France and Italy have showered
honours on Japanese but the
British have been more cautious
and restrained. A

Only one British decoration has
yel been offered—the C.B.E. to
Mr. Tetsuro Furukaki former
President of the Japan Broadcast-
ing Corporation. The Japanese
Government accepted # with
warmth and regards British hon-
ours from the Queen as of great.
er value than such awards from
Republics. It was awarded for
his  work for Anglo-Tapanese eul-
tural relations and Sir Esler Den-
ing the British ‘Ambassador here
presented it at the British Embas-

8y.

Although the . Japanese Army
and Air Force sof the 'self de.
fence forces” back in uni.
form—American style khaki and
blue—the Emperor has not yet
resumed wearing of uniform. Pre.
war he wore khaki
cuphoards sufficient
last sev.

have

brown boots and shoes to

In October, 1939, when Britain
was again at war with Germany,
the defenses of Scapa Flow were
pierced. A German submarine, ¢
with the help of a spy who had
lived 16 years beside the harbor
for the one purpose, crept in by
night. Its torpedoes sank HMS
Royal Oak as she lay at anchor.
One of the largest dreadnaughis
of her time. the Royal Oak had
taken part in the Battle of Jut-
land.

SCAPA ABANDONED, STRENG-
THENED

After the destruction -of the
Royal Oak, with the loss of 833
men, the hase was abandoned by
the fleet until the entrance used
by the raider had been plugged
with inter-island causeways of ce-
ment and stone. Now, except for
an oil depot, the base is to be
abandoned again, this time for
economy.

The Orkneys, which close in
Scapa Flow from the sea, are low-
lying islands, totaling 376 square
miles of land in 67 pieces--exclud-
ing rocky islets. Scoured by brine-
laden winds from the Atlantic to
the west, the Orkneys are inhospi-
table to trees or shrubs, except
in places sheltered by walls or
buildings. The sturdy islanders,
however, have made their home
one of the richest agricultural
countries in Britain. Eggs are the
chief crop. Fishing, formerly a
main occupation of the islanders,
has declined in importance

The winter days are short and
gloomy, but in summer sunlight
never leaves the Orkneys The
sun sets then about 9.25 p.m. and
rises at 3 am. but it sinks so
little below the horizon that full
night never comes. Even at mid-
night, the diffused light js strong
enough for photography, reading

or golf,

Changing Japan
Ry Willlam Courtenay, 0.B.E.
Tokye, Japan—The Emperor of | themselves do not wish to hecome

the royal bride. For once the
Prince ascends the Throne the
life of Emperor and Empress be-
comes one of seclusion though a
little less than formerly.

The Crown Prince has lately
been touring the Niigata Prefect-
ure for 11 days and is everywhere
being given an immense welcome
by the peasantry. He is -moving
about in a sightseeing bus carry-
ing the Rising Sun Flag (the
old Imperial Navy's ensign) in-
stead of his personal standard.
He has studied rice and fish pro-
duction pff Sado Island and a cat-
tle ranch at Sasagamine; some
40,000 turned out in Niigata City
to welcome him.

He has been particularly wel-
come among women and girl stud-
ents. Daughters of influential bus-
inessmen in each city served his
meals and tea, He was most im«
pressed by the “Sado Okesa’ folk
dance and songs performed by
eight bus girls and the bus driver
in the dining room of a hotel at
Kawaharada on Sado Island.
REHABILITATION EFFORTS

Meanwhile,  Shigimetsu's trip
to Moscow is being watched by
curious and anxious eyes here,
Japan wants a return of
Sakhalin. and of the Kurile Is-
lands. She has secured a fishing

agreement for 12  months--no
more after nearly two years of
negotiations so far,

In her diplomacy she is anx-
fous to rope in all the
to the San Francisco

PUBLIC FORUM

This column s open to the discus
slon by correspondents af questisns
of interest. The Guardiam does mel
mecessarily endorse the opinion of
eorrespondents. i

PRIMARY GRADE TEACHERS

8ir;- Much has been written and
spoken recently about public
school matters. This exhibits a
healthy interest in an important
subject: the education of our fut-
ure citizens.

Some criticism has been aimed
at the lack of suitable educational
equipment possessed by a percent.
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m?ut there are a few other

you should know about th v
eters and temperature taking
Far one thing, don’t take any-
ane's temperature for' at least half
an hour after eating or drinking
hot or cold
smoking. These activities ean
throw the reading way off.
STERILIZE INSTRUMENT

_Sterilizing a thermometer ig
very important, too. But it is
amazing how many persons either
don’t know how to sterilize one ar
just don't bather. .

First, wash the . instrument  in
warm water (less than 100 de-
‘grees) with soap. Then dip it into
alephol before and after using.

And don't forget to “‘shake dawn?’
the thermometer before using it,
This is necessary because . ther-
mameters are built with,a small
ohstruction near the end which
prevents the mercury from aliding
down immediately after you take it
from the mouth,

TO LOWER MERCURY
The instrument should be snap-
downward sharply several
times while holding the end op-
posite the mercury container be-
tween the thumb and forelinger.
Continue shaking it until the mere-
ury is well belaw the 98.6 degree
mark.

Incidentally, there's now a ther-
mometer on the market which
does not require this shaking down
process. By simply whirling the
case and thermometer around with
attached strings centrifugal force
does the work for you.
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being played on the
ophone, hundreds of peng-
s were attracted to the musle,
and shoving around the
shanty and listening * with thelr
heads first on one side and . then
on the other. But when the full or.
chestra, including trombones and
, reached the climax of
movement, they turned and
fled in terror, stumbling and fall.
ing aver each other to get away.”
—Ada Kearton in BBC

.
Poplar for 'plllllll are : often
about six feef’ tall, with a good
root system for which a proper
hole must be excavated. That is re-
levant to the recent report that
holes were being blown with gel-
ignite for the experimental plant-
ing of 300 poplars at Penkridge
in Staffordshire. The technique Is
not quite so_novel or extra-ordin-
ary as one or two reports have
suggested. A much older use of
explosives in tree planting was the
u{lootlng. from old-fashipned muz-
Tond| of

ot

it

:

seed at rocky and inaccessible
ledges of mountains in Seotland.
~Manchester Guardian

In any case, your ther
is an important health aid. Use it
carefully. .

QUESTION AND ANSWER

T.H.: What is the cause of brain
cells wasting away?”

Answer: Brain cells deteriorate
because of lack of circulation, as
may occur with hardening of the
arteries or extreme old age. Cer-
tain chemicals and drugs can de
harmful to brain cells; certain dis-
eases such as syphillis also can
harm them.

age of prlmurx grade teachers,
This criticlsm has been singular-
ly silent as to the great success
in former years of this:same class
and kind of teachers. May I cite
a few names of men, former pu-
pils of these teachers, whose rec-
ords and achievements would

seem to helie the criticism.
Jacob Gould Schurman, among
the noted philo:olzr}llers of modern
times; Franklin Knight Lane, Sec-
retary of the Interior of the U.S.
Government; Cyrus Ching, Indust.
rial Arbitrator at Washington, who
could and can give the Biblical
Job some pointers on patience;
Lucy Maud Montgomery (Mrs.
MacDonald) the writer; Rev. Mon-
te MacLeod, Eldon; His Eminence
James Cardinal McGuigan; the
numerous Island-born .clergymen
of all denominations spread over
all the world the Island judiciary,
lawyers, doctors and others who
run this Island kingdom, the huge
ber of d Islanders un-

known to fame. .

I am willing to bet dollars te
doughnuts that few, if any, of the
primary teachers of those disting-
uished men and others were col-
lege graduates or even formal
graduates of high school,

We seem to forgst that letters
after a teacher's name do not nec-
essarily make him a good teacher.
A teacher may be so completely

few, that Islanders are of a high
order of intelligence. However,
they are poor self-advertisers, I
am convinced of this by exper-
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jence, much travel and p
isons. In fact I never yet met a
dumb Islander. Why this is so I
do not know, but I can guess. This
is not a statement of praise or
blame, but of observed facts. When
criticizing our teachers it might be
well to remember that they also
are Islanders. Never shoot the
fiddler.

A few years ago I was gabbing
with two young Island farmers.
We were leaning on a road fence
watching a third Islander plow-
ing. Mr. A remarked ‘‘he doesn't
make a straight furrow.” Mr. B,
replied, “you notice he is doing
the plowing, not us.” When the
plowman was at the far end of
the field we hopped over the fence
and there, sure enough, about
thirty yards from the fence was
a hugh flat boulder or outcropping.
The plowman had to plow around
it. It is not all straight furrows
for the teacher either,

The vital, over-riding need in
this matter of education on the
Island is selling the idea of its
importance to the Islanders them.
selves. This done the effective mo-.
dus will follow. But in this polit.

informed as to a given )]
that it might be difficult for him
to impart the information. In other
words he might be talking over
the heads of his pupils. Some
like the sound of words for the
sound itself; like the colored lady
who criticized Abe Lincoln: *‘Mr.
Lincoln am no orator, I understood
everything he said.”

Allow me to imitats Barney
Shaw by quoting myself. In an
essay on the high subject ‘‘Her
Majesty, The Queen” published
two years ago I wrote: “The hum-
an individual: he can learn, but

cannot be taught in the sense of
receiving anything from the teach-
er. The best the teacher can do is
urge, hint, expose, excite, repeat,
make pleasing, present and even |
play-act. It is the individual re-
actions of the pupil which are ef-
fective.".

It is a fact, recognized by too

they were knocked about more
than any other of the 8.E. Asia
lands with many ruined cities, .
Japan offered $400,000,000. To-day
in Manila Bay one sees Japanese
ships raising the sunken wrecks
of some 600 ships struck the
US. Army and Navy Air Corps

1t is counted as part of her repara-
tions and u:e scrap u:ron;,the ships
can be sold e Philippines
Government, autiful  Manila
Bay, one of the world’s loveliest
of that Pearl City of the Orient
'b‘u'r.’u.n’ assuming its  old

R_OBLIGATIONS
Now Indonesia wants

elely | ically free economy the idea to be
ful must be adopted by the
people themselves,
I am, Sir, ete.,

MICHAEL J. BYRNE
Ratepayer, Iona, Queens. .

OUR YESTERDAY>

®rom The Guardian Fies
TWENTY.] YEARS AGO
(Aug. 18, 1931)

Great pleasure at the evident
prosperity of the Province at the
present item was expressed by
Hon. W.A. Black, M.P., Halifax,
on his arrival here last night.

Work is progressing favorably
on the airport at Upton Farm and
will be completed on Saturday
night in good time for the Trans-
Canada Air Pageant.

TEN

public Monday

when it will play at the offic
reception of Field Marshal Mont-
gomery. The band is under
direction of Bandmaster
MacF'
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LA Mot
of Commons today that he hoped
to visit “beautiful Prince Edward
Island” n the near
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