On Wednesday, December 22,
1647, the siolid” townsfolk of the
ancient Cathedral city of Canter-|
wury rioted angrily through their
jicaresque streets. !

For nearly a week they stoned
mnd bludgeoned and manhandled |
heir angry way around the city.
reathlessly stop-pressed: * A
hey continued in arms until Tues-
jav. morning. There are none as
¢t dead, but diverse (many) dan-
scrously hurt.”

He added with shocked proprity,
hat the rioters had broken every
vindow in the mayor’'s house and
hen tried to set fire to it

What had happened which so
oused the people of this slum-
pering backwaier?

Just this: dictator Oliver Crom-
vell and his sin-sniffing Puritan
penchman had decided that Christ-
mas as a feast was to be banned
throughout England. And the good
mayor of Canterbury had been ill-
advised -enough to send out his
jown-crier with the announcement
that ““The Protector's” edict was
coing to be enforced in Canter-
bury.

(As it happened, the Cauierbury
outburst ended in a compromise.
I'he rioters turned in their wea-
pons in exchange for an official:
undertaking that there would be
no prosecutions).

The townsfolk of Canterbury
were not alone 1n  their anger.
I'hroughout the county of Kent and

n London, Oxford and Ipswich!/
riots flared. And as in \Canterbury |
they were touched off by the town-
criers’ proclamation banning the
celebration of Christmas. |
These unhupm officials, how-|
ever, were only doing their job.!
For in June of that year Crom-
well's parliament had ruled that
the feast of Christmas should no |
longer be observed under pain of |
punishment. And they had order-|

When England Had No Christmas

- | who,

'made merry in traditional style.

scripts by Ben Johnson aud decor
by Ingo Jones,
itect.

therefore, did not pay
much attention to Parliament’s an-
li-Christmas laws.

’!ﬂ
| less

was typical.

" . There is little doubt
world famous arch- Government would have loved to
3 ) . be able to squash once and for
In the early days of their re- a1 {he “heathenish adomination”
gime the Puritans were uncertain which Christmas Day was to them. |
pi _how.:ar‘ they could go in abol- gy they were politicians enough |
ishing Christmas. This uoce-tain- to know that a nationwide revolt | ;
ty was sensed by the populace, might be touched off it they went|Were ordered out to do their sup- o
100 too far.
So they -confined themselves to|
pinpricks. People who went open-| and his Puritan

melr views even more ruth-!known that he felt such action!
Iy but for the flare of rioting | would be contrary “to the liberty
{of which the Canterbury uprising of conscience so much owned by

|the Protector and his friends.”

that the

With his unparafleled gift

well let himself - publicly - be

| pressing.

for

| having his cake and eating it Crom-|

per-

| sueded that, despite the nobility|
of his conscience, he was bound to/|
do his unpleasant duty. The troops|

Soon afterwards Cromwell died|
Commonwealth

For instance, shops which had 1V to church on Christmas Day|crumbled. Charles II, the Merry|

been ordered to remain open as Stood in danger of being arrest-| Monarch,
on o‘her days of the year, still put €d. “'grilled

while masters and
There we.e a few face-saving
and token arrests of harmless of-
fenders. But the punishments met-
ed cut to them were light.
In short, the country in gener-

tator Cromwell and his self-right-
eous henchmen.

a trump to play. he turned the
full force of his puppet press on

campaign. .

The Mercurius Civicus” went!
so far as to tell its readers that
it was far more probable that
Christ was born in September than

in December. And it urged those :’"‘El 3 .
of its readers, worldly enough to ¥ngland in secret.
! Who could hold out the longest

want holidays, to ‘“keep the fifth

of November (anniversary of the .
Catholic plot to blow up parlia-|
ture.
senger’’ kept up a barrage of pin-

garly known by the name

In the

He

apprenlices,f"w hours detention (calculated to

scare them into keeping in line).|
Such a one was John Evelyn, the|
| famous diarist, who was a staunch |
Episcopalian. He was arrested ll‘
he left Exeter Chapel on Christ-
mas Day. 1657.

returned to the Throne|

|

Gestapo-style by and with him came Christmas a-
up their shutters at Christmas Roundheads and released after a| gain.

the restoration,

fore Cromwell.

In fact it was a better Christ-) word coma,
I'mas. For it was as merry as be-|planets were

The Mystery Of

God’s Firmament

. The _“STAR" which signaled
.lhe First  Christmas” may be
interpreted in many ways. In all
such interpretations we must put
ourselves as nearly as possible in-
the social and psychological
frame of mind of those whom we
try to understand. The astronomer
knows that through the ages the
word “'star” has been used to in-
dicate almost any celestial phen-
omenon. We still speak of “falling
stars” or “shooting stars which

But even in the roaring days of| we know quite well ar ;
Christmas never|at all, re not stars
quite got back to what it had been |

In more ancient times the
comet was called a “hairy star”
and was derived from the Latin
meaning hair. T he
the “‘wandering

I e ) g 5 cesses. ' stars’’, as_ se X
al quickly thumbed its nose at dic-| | aU:%grSCrom“ells influence Eng-|fore, but without the old exc opposed to the “fixed

of troops to suppress
among Christmas cele-| report

Christmas Day."” ongoings
Parliament itself studiously 12 prants.
nored Christmas Day by silting  pypjjcly,

every December 25th.

traditional

. .Cromwell or the people?
last year of his life came
ment) and other days of that na- the sign that Cromwell was weak-
D ening: that he wanted, somehow.| from a
The *“Kingdome's Weekly Mes- to mollify the people.

was approached by zealots’

Cromwell

Christmas |

In Massachusetts,

| Puritan pilgrims had

|ful holiday until 1856.

| officially acknowledge

Eve).

where early
settled,
| Christmas did not become a law-

And the Scots who had in their

the exis-

DENVER (AP)
Christmas

party

said. Her mother
| Debbie apparently took the

let it belloon to bed with her.

BALLOON CAUSES DEATH
A balioon

blamed for the death of a seven-
year-old girl Friday night. Depbie
pricks like “December 25th, vul-'who wanted his permission to send| Newton was asphyxiated after it
“heathenish” [lodged in her throat, a coroncr’s

was

said
bal-

ed, too, that from then on town- By 1647, Cromwell was -con-

criers throughout England “'(’“ld\vinced that the propaganda ma-
remind the people of the new 1aw| hine had completed the soften-
a few days before Christmas. They {ing-up process and clamped down
had to tell the growling mobs that letely on the celebration of
“Christmas day and all other SUP"E‘%?igtfnas},'

erstitious festivals’ were contrary | “The singing of carols and the
to the law and that market should | ¢a1e of carol broadsheets were ban-
be kept and f,h“p' remain open nped. As in every suchs case, they
on Dc(em!)er 25th. immediately went ‘‘underground

r'tus“»]\asplr!e climax of a cém-i‘“d the broadsheets were often
{Méhfl:wr ‘:me‘”;::;’: had been wag- | pjack-marketed like seditious grop-
ng years. | aganda. Carols were sung indoors
When the Civil War broke out | while look-outs kept watch for pa-

MERRY CHRISTMAS

in 1642, one of the first moves of
the Cromwellian Tebel parliament |
(hristmas celebrations.
There was certainly room for
moderation. for by  tradition,
Christmas was a time of unbridl-
ed extravagance in England, Dur-
ng the festive period the usual!
authorities at all levels good-nat-
wredly relinquished their offices |
o Lords of Misrule (usually men
who were underlings of one kind
or another for the rest of the year). |
\ pre-Cromwellian poet describ-
ed it thus:
Now kings and queens poor sheep
cotes (coats) have

\nd mate with everybody;

The honest men now play the
knave, |
\nd wise men play the noddy

fool 1. |
The Lord of Misrule was on oc-|

(avon provided with a  “lady”|

who “‘married” him to the ac-|

companiment of readings from the |
Rook of Common Prayer, and dis-!
crectly reports a contemporary
chronicler — “the affair was car- |
med to its utmost extent.”

Long before the Puritans under

Cromwell seized power, they had
hated Christmas, They never did
like 10 see people enjoy themselv-
e< and, in addition, they associat-

nationwide Christmas rev-

ed the
elries with the extravagances of
e Royal Court which they de-
tested.

~o their first tentative move

when they took over the reins of
government was to suppress the
traditional Christmas plays. These
plavs ranged from the humble
“mumming of rustics (some of
which survive even today) to the
exiravaganzas of the Court with

trolling Roundheads or govern-
ment informers.

The Puritans might have enforc-

Maq 'nappineu ring in your
LoliJaq: and accompany you

dwoug‘\ this g'aJ season!

GRAFTON STREET ESSO
SERVICE STATION

PETER DesROCHE, Proprietor

Cordially wishing you all
a jolly Yuletide Season!

Queen Street
Meat Market

!

Just poppin’ in to wish
you a very, very
Merry Christmas!

e

e

166 QUEEN ST.

Kennedy's Ladies' Wear
DIAL 8925

[ 1y

A . . Elsewhere, though, the Puritan-|Stars,” and from the Greek word
mince-pies changed their shape. pical influence persisted. fo
' Hitherto they had been baked ap-|

But Cromwell - whose tactics propriately in the form of the crib!
would not be out of place in pres- of the Infant Christ. But to the
ent day international politics - had “protector” and his friends this
savoured of popery; and so in or-

i-Christ d der to enjoy this traditional del- L
to an anti-Christmas propaganda e,y without fear of persecution,|abhorrence of Christmas, ante-dat-

bakers and housewives changed ed Cromwell’'s campaigns by near-
the shape to the normal round. !y a hundred years, never really
form which exists today. acki .

So, Cromwell or no, Christmas tence of Christmas, preferring to
its celebration persisted in| celebrate Hogmany (New Year’s

r wanderer we derive our word
“planets.”

The Star of Bethlehem could
have been any of these. It could
even have been a “'new star” or
nova which suddenly burst forth
with a8 many-thousand-fold increase
in brilliance. due to some great
stellar catastrophe. These are all
explanations of what the “star”
could have been. Had it been any
of the above, it would have been
seen by many peoples, and in
literature would have been found
references to the appearance of |
the object which attracted attention
But nowhere in the literature or
in the folklore of any of the peoples
noted as astute observers of celes-|
tial phenomena do these referen-|

1$400,000 Federal Surplus

Anticipated For The Year

OTTAWA (CP) The central | 327,000 from $2,608,320,000, |
government is looking to a 5400,-} On the basis of current indica-
000,000 budgetary surplus for the|tions it appears Mr. Harris will
current fiscal year. It would be! show an over-all surplus of be-
the largest federal surplus in|tween $300,000,000 and $400,000, - |
eight years 000, the biggest since the $595,500,- |

Finance Minister Harris said] 000 in 1948-49.

Friday the government surplus| Total revenues in November |
rose in November by $46,548,000, rose to $415,113,000 from $354,287,-
This boosted the total for the first(000 a year ago, increasing the
eight months of the fiscal year|eight - month, April - November
to $387,600,000, a sharp gain from | total to $3,224,927,000 from $2,713,-
the $105,654,000 in the similar pe- | 974,000 |
riod a year ago.

The expected sufplus is well
beyond the SHZ},OOOPO()O forecast RECORD HEAT
last April by Mr. Harris for the] ATLANTA, Fa. (AP)—A record
entire 1956-57 fiscal year ending | high temperature of 69 degrees
March 31 | for Dec. 21 was recorded here—

N D | the first day of winter. The old
REVENUE INCREASES . record of 67 was set in 1879.
The finance minister's regular 4

monthly statement showed a con-
tinuing heavy flow of revenue in|
November through individual, cor-

BIG BEN BOOMING AGAIN

LONDON  (Reuters)— )
p_ul'ullnn} and other tax collec- the bell uhn\e“:-):‘::n::’ rr?e}:n Eg:
tions. The rise in tax collections, don and hmﬁp v Brlltons all over

retlecting a buoyant economy, far the world
exceeded an increase in expendit- -
ures

will “broadcast” again
Sunday morning after a rest of

| Monday, Dec. 24,1956 The Guardian, Page 13

ment, and

ing bell, in St. Stephen’'s clock

tower at the houses of Parlia-

more than five months. The boom-
since July.

&
To One And All

b
JOHNSON and JOHNSON

DRUGGISTS
Corner Prince and Kent Streets

These rose in November ml

$368,565,000 from  $340,166,000 a
year ago. Expenditures for the
eight months increased 4o $2,837,-

ces exist. !

From this we are forced to con-|
clude the appearance of the star |
was a sight given only fo the|
Wise Men to see. h |

To

Blessings

Al of our staff joins with us in wishing you

The Many Blessings of Christmas Happiness .. o,

THE WINDMILL

DIAL 7131

All...

A joyous Chr'stmas is
our sincere wish for our
friends and neighboors.
May good will and good
fellowship be yours

throughout the coming

New Year

54 GRAFTON STREET

HELEN’S DRESS SHOP

DIAL 9388

Once again we pause from business detalls to
honor our many fine customers and friends.
Gratefully we say: Thanks, and merry Christmas.

URBAN McQUAID

SOUTHPORT

your Christmas be surrounded
by all the plessings and joys of this
$estive Holiday Season!

May

ATLANTIC WHOLESALERS LTD.

CHARLOTTETOWN, P.E.L

May the fruth end light of
this holiday bring happiness
to all and may you have o
Weonderful Christmas . , o

N. D. MacLEAN

15 KING SQUARE

ALL IS CALM, ALL IS BRIGHT |

This is the Spirit of Christmas that began on that
silent and holy night in Bethlehem. May this same spirit |
bless your family, bringing you all the heart-warming

joy of a Very Merry Christmas,

L. M. POOLE & CO.

List

Retail Merchants Association Limited

0f Independent Dealers

PR'NCE *Richard, Antoine Mt Carmel
*Shea & Son, F. J. St. Louis
®Arsenault, J. Harold ..... sessas Summerside *McLean, W. 8 Kensingtos
*Bernard, E B. oooovrreennnnnns St. Eleanors *Malpeque Trading Co. ............. Malpeque
| *Brown & Baglole Richmond

*Burleigh, L, A. Ellerslie QUEEN'S
‘Burns, Ralph R Freetown *Bowman, W. 1. ........... Hunter River
®Costain, Alvin .....cocov00000000e Cape Wolfe *Court & Son ereaens Bedford
*Cotton & RORErs ....cceeccevee.. Kensington eCummings, D. R. ........ . Vernon Bridge
*Dixon, 8. D, x Tryon  scudmore, E. M. .......... Oyster Bed Bridge
SEllis, W. G. ..... ITTTIITY Springfield West *Dickieson, R. L. . New Glasgow
*Foley, Alfred ....... . Alberton *Ellis Brothers .......cceeee.. Central Royalty
|| *Foley, John ............... Bloomfield H. §. MacLeod & Sons . Vernon River
I| *Gaudet, J. P. Richmond MacEwen, W. M. ..iciiiinns New London

*Gaudet, Alfred Miscouche MacLean Grocery é Winsloe
*Gaudet, Mark ..... Sesevesniin. Summerside Brown and Meek .... French River
HarGY, BOBEP ....cvih000000i Cape Traverse MaeRey, K. K. “ciocivioseicss Stanley Bridge
:;{;::c'zml?»”;m e Sunvm:‘;ﬂf:: *Canfield, Parker .......... «evsses. Crapaud
*MacCaull, Ralph ..........uue TP Carleton
*MacNeill, Carmen ....c.......... Tyne Valley Klus's
*MacNeill, Claude ciessseanee.. O'Leary pu—
®Matthews, K. R. ............ . Elmsdale .;):,::::“ _;h:o:”erm._“ . Bay l_::?::[:
*Myricks Alberton Ltd. ............ . Alberton *MacDonald & Co., J. A, .. .(‘anhgan
SNisbet, Thomas .... " ........, Tyne Valley Matthew & McLean Ltd. Souris
*Noonan, J. A. ... Alberton Matthew & McLean Bridgeiown
*Phillips, H, E. Precians e, P, 8. e Souris
Primer B L *Stewart & Beck ++« Montague
¢ sessees sesesseinnss Roseville J. A. MacLean ...... Montague
be ¢ T B PR . Searletown J. P. MacPhee & Co. .. sobvevess Souris

its clock have been
getting a thorough overhauling




