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No. 34.

LECTURE ON EDUCATION,
BY Mgz. CEPHAS BARKER.

On Friday evening, the 20ih instant, Mr. Cephas Barker
delivered s l.ecture on Fducation, at the Temperance Hall
in this City. AL 7 o'cloek, a crowd of persons, of both sexes,
were at the door of the Hall waiting to be admitted, and when
he door was opened a few minutes after, the Hall was ¢ niekly
the I 1 )
filled.

G-

The attendance was so numerous that many persons
could not obtain seats ; and numbers, unable to gamn admittance,
were crowded on the landing at the head of the stairs, The
audience was one of the most resyectable ever bronght together
on any previous occasion in the Hall. At helf~past seven, it
was proposed by Mr. John Williams, that Silas Barvard, Esqr.,
wke the Chair. Mr. Barker then opened the Meeting with
prayer. After a few remarks from the Chairman, on thesubject
under consideration, the lecturer was introduced, and spoke in
substance as follows . —

Ladies and Gentleman—You will oblize me by refraining
from any and every manifestation of approbation or disapproba-
tion during the proceedings of this evening. [ know that it i1s
usual, both at Home and :n your Island, to pursue the opposite
course ; but | particularly wish you neither to langh nor cry ‘at
any thing | may advance this evening. The subject to which
1 am to call vour attention is one of great nmportance, and one
excited state of the pubhe mind, 1t
ki calmness. It will be necessary—n fact,
it 18 due to myself and you—that 1 should state the circum-
stancea out of which this Meeting has grown, During the last
month a Circular was circulated amony the Protestant Muffsters
of this lsland, inviting them to a Meeting to be held In
this City. | received a copy of that Circular several days after

at which, under the presen

12 difficult to look wi

the time appointed for the ssid Meeting, at which tiine | was in
the west part of your Island. A few weeks since, | returned
Jate in the day from tiie othe: side of the ferry | and learning
that & Meeting was that evening to be held in the Free Church,

§ attended.  Well, Sir, several persons called my name, (they

had no authornty to do so, at least from me.) The Chairman

took no netiee of their cally and 1 remal d silem W hat

ollowed? \Why, Sir, my stlence was construed intoan alhance
’ y 1)

with the Papacy, and | was very soon classed with the order of

|

Jesuits ; and these n sations were indusiriously eirculared
by certain Curistian gei wn of ths Cily, Noxt in order
followed the Meeting held in 1t

Meeting | was invited ; and also, as in the former forer case,

requested to bring no atellizent layman with me. I artended
according to request. At the preparatory Meeting hebd n the
sfternoon, it was my unhappiness to differ from many of the
gentlemen then present ; and when [ took the liberty of expres-
ging my views, it was distmetly laid down thit we were not
there for d
certain resolutions
resolotions were aln

to be laid betore the

ady prepared ; bot how, as a deliberative

Mvelm'_'. we were 10 deteraaue without discussu n, | know not,
except we simply endorsed what some one of the Meeting had

prepared. Such a course hardly compacted

sn Enghishman. At the saud Meeting several strings of reso-
lations were proposed, and recewed or rejected, withont discus-
son. Among the rest, | venured to propose a series of

resolutions, whnich | will presenily read for your information.

At the close of the afiernoon Meeting, | was asked to move a |
i
The resolu-

resolution.  With some reluctance, | conseuted,
tion read as follows:

Whereas the Elucation Aet is about to expive this Session, and it
ws to |

13 to be feared that a system of Elueati
the well-being of this ev nmu
pressive of ihe wishes of all

Beriptures into the public scho
gislature at its present Scssion.

m way be adopt.d injuric
vity,—1i is resolved, that a petition, ex.
+ who d
ds, ba prepared and laid bLefere the Le

I need not say that the s

to pour otl on the troubled warers,

dony s», | leave others to determine.
been one of the most popular men 1 your City, if heinz calom
wiated and wviltfied by Chstian gentle:
popularity. I am charged with being 10 league with the Go
vernment.  Well, j
impued to me as a crime ?
that? Wou'd it be more reputable to be in league with the
Opposition ? tor | presume there is an Opposition.  In league
with the Government ! Now the fact is, | know but two mem-
bers of the Governmen' @ the loa the ['reasurer, from whom
] received great conrtesy and kiaduness during a protracted and

nen may be considered as

stormy voya re from Laveroool to this Island ; and the Hon. the |

Attorney General, with whowe | have become acqmainted, as
the result of certain business ulfiirs respecting which 1 have
comsulted him professionally,  And, really, f those two Hon.
gentlemen are a fuir specimen of the Government, [ do not think
it quite so had a thing, as some Christian gentlemen insinuate,
1o have their acqnamtanee. As to the Leader of the Govern-
ment, if | were to meet hhm in the street | shou!d not know him.
But | happen to know two of v's members, therefore [ am n
ieague with it!  So much for logical inferences! But certain
Christian gentlemensay that am a Jesuit,and 0 league with the
Papists. | l=ave it to the numerous congregation who, Sabbath
afier Sibbath, honour me with their cowpany, in the room
below, to answer those gentlemen on that point.  Then, Sir,
by others of those Canistian genilemen, [ am that ¢ big Eng-
Dishinan, who allowed one of the finest opportunities of defending
ihe Bible to shp.” b
that the Bible was endangered. [I'll yield to no man in my love
for the Bible, and am ready for its defence when necessary;
but | ask which Bible isitthat isendangered? The authorised
Eaghsh version? the Douay Bible? or a Bible peculiar to
Charlottetown ? for | presume you have such a Bible.
the speskers at the Free Church Meeting said he had been
thinking of a beautiful oak, and in order to the oak being pre-
pared to resist the storms from every quarter, it must have roots
on all sides. or 1n every direction.  *“ Sir,” said he, *the Bible

! School.

iscnssion, but for determining on the reception of
ensuing Meeting, wineh |

with my views a< |

site the introduction of the
How far | succeeded in | papers and other publie documents ?

From that ttime, | have |

Nir, supposing that to be true, 13 it to be !
Am | to be defamed because of

Really 1 did not, neither can | now, see |

Que of
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the Weslevan Chapel (under my own signature), and which
notice was placed in the hands of the minister ; but, for reasons
best known to myself, it was not published. Yesterday, a
meeting in accordance with previons arrangement was held n
the Infant School Room, for the purpose of giving effect to the
resolutions passed in this Room, a week ago, the said meeting
being a Committee of Ministers and Laymen, including mny
name among the rest. It is necessary for ine to say that, in the
hurried arrangements made in that corner, as the people were
withdrawing from the public meeting, more than one hour was
named for the meeting of the said Committee, and | did not
particularly observe the hour decided on. But in the afternoon

of yesterday, | sent a note to Mr. ['itzgerald, asking him to be |
'kind enough to inform me at what hour the meeting would take

place.  When the messenger returned he said that an answer
would be sent when Mr. Fizoerald returned from the Infant
It at once occurred to me that the meeting might be
| then in session ; and as a friend of mine (Mr. Williams) was
in his sleigh he said that he would call and see if it were so.
He was told (I believe at the door) that the Committee was re-
constructed, and would you believe it, that Mr. Barker’s
name was omitted, and hisown also. He wasallowed to enter,
'and was then told that Mr Barker was not a settled Minmister,
fand that he (Mr. B.) did not prefix the terin Rev. ta his
name. Consequently, I am excommunicated from the order of
the Clergy in your City! Now, it must be known to cer-
| tain gentlemen on that Committee, that | have forined a Church
in this City, and that [ am likely to remain here. ’Tis true, |
bringing to this Island the most valuabie part of my property
(my wife and children).
must blow hard indeed if | drag my anchors.

chief part of my offending.

Orlebar to preside on the occasion ; and the reason assigned
far his refusal has been very erroneously stated. I will let the
Capt. speak for hunself:
Cuarrorrerowy, P. E. Island, Feb. 16, 1837.

Deanr Sip,— After some consideration, [ feel obliged to decline the
honor you have intended for me, of presiding at your lecture on Friday
evening next. At the same time, you are right in supposing that my
views of introduing the Bible into our mixed Common Sehools, Central

: “af i Academy and Normal School, would be like your own, anxiously guard-|
s Room on last Friday, towhich | ing against anything really offensive or prejudicial to the feelings of the |

Rowan Catholic portion of the community; and only claiming the in-
troduction of the Dible, as a right for our own children, but not in any
way forcing it upon others.
I remain, sir, yours faithfully,
| Mr. Barker, &e. Joux ORLEBAR.

[to the Chairman] I hope you will not feel youssel

shghted) Bat | afterwards applied to Mr. Duancan, of the
Scoteh Kirk, and he very kindly consented to preside. [ sus.
| pect, however, that he nid the serew put on, for yesterday
afternoon | received the following note : —
Tavnespay, (19th February.)
My Dear Sig,—I find it impossible to be in town to-morrow evening,
haviag to be away on duty uuntil late in the afterncon, perbaps till the
evening itsclf.  Wishing you all success and strength, however,
Believe me, yours sincerely,
T. Duxcax.

L (Sir,
|

Rev. Mr. Barker.
1 e »

| I'li not detain you longer on these matters. Educate!
Ydocate! Fdueate!—Sir, this is a kind of quack nostrum for
tall the ills affl cting care-worn, siu-stricken and debased
|hamanity.  In whatever form man’s wmoral depravity, mental

|

| contamed in one

word, Educate! And what do we mean by
Build schoolhouses, read the Bible, and pay school-
| masters 7 Siry | presume this 18 all the majority mean when

hey talk of Fducation, And certain statist es are from time

his ?
| his s

hort #peech | made on that cecasion | 10 tine produced to show that ignorance and crime go hand in
differed widely from those which preceded i, Really, it was time | band.

This is a part of the truth. But what say the news.
Are there no criminals
among the eiucated portion of the community 2 Are all those
| who figure in our police reports, who utter base coin, purloin
their emoloyer’s goods, or who abscond after defrauding those
| wha have trosted to their honesty for thousands upoa thousands,
nneducated ?
| vocate the opening of places of amusement on that day, un-
| educate d? I trow not. Are all the adepts in erime from the
| petiy theft to tie plunging of the dagger into the side of the
| vietim, uneducated ?
[ harled with so much delight by the Educationist, and even good
| men hail those discoveries,—such as the Locomotive, Steam
Eingine, and the Electric Telegraph,—as so many auxiliaries
| for the spread of truth and righteonsness, forgetting that these
are equally at the service of the swell-mobs man and the peer,
the ndnight assassin and the messenger of mercy.
[ deduce from this ? ¢
derstood, will not meet the case,
understood? 1 answer, a physical, intellectusi and
iratning. We are all accustomed to hear of a ecommon Kdu-
{cation, such as may be obtained in our so-called National
| Schools at home,—of a sound English Education, such as can
be secured in our leading Aecademies and Seminaries—of a
sound Classical Education, consisting of a very ecanty
knowledge of Latin and Greek, or, as in the majority of in-
| stances, having tne ability to read a sentence or two in those
| languages, if even our hero should be incapable of conjugating
| the indicative mood of the verb * to be,” in his own mother
tongue. Of course there are many exceptions to this, but |
;ﬂ?eak of the mijority.  ‘I'hen we hear of a finished Kducation.
| For which you must go to 'rance, where young ladics learn to
dance ! Never mind if they are strangers to well nigh every
domestic dufy, and therefore ineapaciated for house-keeping,
| s long as they can dance. And this is a finished Education!
| And, in accordance with certain remarks made in this room of
!late, we may expect the Government will be called upon to
vote monev to teach the boys Mathematics, and the young
ladies to dance. ’Tis true, as much was not said in detail,

What is Education properly

. the State thus to Educate the ehildren.

| lation, the mature portion of which population hold all shades

| Great Britain, and where there are me
purpose returning to England, in June next, for the purpose of | there are also meu of proved wickedness,
| arians and nothingarians.
However, here | am anchored, and it | specting religions truth !

For aught 1| land.
know, vou may have to bury me here. This, | judge, s the f have the meanness to receive
Some remarks have been made, | the patron of truth and error.
not of the most charitable kind, because [ failed to get Capt. | lome Government at the present time.

f |

unbeerhity, or spiritual death developes tself, the only remedy is |

Even the discoveries of Science itself, !

too many pupils, in our Towns and Cities, at home, and if Iam
to judge from what [ have already seen in your City, a lnrge
number of children are sent to school in the streets ; and this is
true of a great number who bear the Christian name. Howme 18
not made attractive, and the boys and girls naturally resort to
the streets. [ need notsay what they there learn. Then there |
is Religious ©ducation! 1 hold that an Education in which the |
moral and religious sentiments are not cultivated and developed,
18 sadly defective, and, in iy opinion, ought not to be tolerated. |
And | know not how such an Education can be secured apart |
from the Bible. I now come to the question—Is it the duty of |
The gentlemen who |

And

spoke 1n this room this night week to a man, say yes.

| here we join issue, for | say,  No, sir, | contend that it is not |
| the duty of the State to teach Religion.”’
| taining thereto, I say to the governing powers, *“ Hands ol

In all matters per- |

Now, sir, let us ealinly look at this question. 11 it is the duty
of the State to teach Religion to the youthful part of the p()pu-"I
|
of religious opinions. She must first of all decide between |
these parties, in fact she must set up a religious test—must make i
her great image, and cause the people at the sound of the cor-|
net, flute, sackbut, psaltery and all kinds of music, to fall down |
and worship, under certain pains and penalties ; or else she |
must pay for the teaching of error as well as trath. But who |
is to decide this point > Take the British House of Commons, |
where you are supposed to have the concentrated wisdom of |
n of tried piety ; but|
sceptics, anything-|
Aud this is the Court to decide re
Surely this is an abomivation in the
But should a Government decide to pay all who will

And this is the fact with the
They are paying for
the teaching of Episcopalianism, Presbyteranism, Roman Cu-
| tholicism and Wesleyan Methodism. It has been circulated that
I aw in favour of Maypooth, and that [ would not vote for the
repeal of that Grant. ~ Sir, that is only part of the truth.  What
|| said wae this. that I wonld not vote for the repeal of the
Maynooth Grant, unless | saw that the repeal of the Regiwm
Donum, and a complete alteration in the ecclesiastical atfuirs
of lreland would follow ; if such a prospect were before me, |
would vote for tha repeal of the Maynooth Grant to morrow, —
not else : aud [ believe that the bulk of the Catholic population
of Ireland, would concur in such a movement. Thus, sir, [ am
opposed to all State aid for religious teaching. Leave traih
unshackled, and | have no fear as to the resuits. ‘I'ruth courts
the light, and a far field.  But really, sir, truth is so disguised
by her friends that there is great dancer of mistaking her for
error itseif ; and if you wish to speak the trath on sny given
subject, yon must do it afier a prescribed form, or your utrer-
ances will be perverted.  You must be very particular in pro-
nouncing the shibboleth of party, or excommuincation awais
[ you. Strip truth of all the trappings and finery with which the
i~"r‘huohnen hive endeavoured to embellish her, and let her go
| forth in her own simplicity and beauty, and even her enemies
will admire and love her. | would that we could tear off the
| false dress by which her beanty is concealed. However, |
| must be careful what | say abont the trath, ns a Christian
| gentleman of your C.y has been pleased to suy that he would
{not call me a lhar, but that [ 1o0ld a *“Hie he » 1 was w0 to
" the time of my leaving England. officially connected with an
| edueational establshuient in the Iste of Wight, in which | was
honoured with the support of the late nud present Karl of
Yarborongh. Conversing with the noble Earl on one oceasion,
(when.in fact, we were in great difficuliles (financialiy), s
Lordship said—* Well, Mr. B- ——, why dow’t you accent of Go-
vernment aid.  Your waster is up to the mark, and [ am sure
that the school i8 not to be surpassed in the Island. ’Iisreally
a pity that you should be in financial difficulties. 1 willuse my
influence with the Council in your behalt” T stated my ob
jections honestly, Enghishman-like, respectfuily declining his
Lordship’s offer.
pression of opinion, as certain Chnistian gentlemen did yester-

day? No,sir; but £10 sterling per year for the last 7 years

Did he excommunicate me for the honest ex |

Are all those who profane the Sabbath, and ad- | have been received from his Lordship in behalf of the said school.

But as | understand it, there is something peculiar in your
affuirs.  Well, I'll take it as | find it.  You have a School Act
which will shortly expire, but of that | aim not now to speak
Last Tuesday evening [ auended a lecture in this Hall. The
worthy lecturer told us that he had paid considerable atten-
tion to the said Act, and the only amendment he suggested was
that the masters, at least some of them, should be competent
to teach mathematics, and be paid accordingly. Now, Sir,if,

What do | i3 as just stated,

Why, that Education, as commonly un-|
‘non

moral | NOW

AL 7,

T e Y,

is that o1k, and the Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Wesleyans, but a finished Education was calied for. Sir, I ask what is
::n?i (:‘!,h;::;xe:g:’n:n:izt:mn(;f 'l'::r(",':leurc‘n.‘;rebls rf:;:ln.l;’bll ; r,eall(gjr :wamgd icvnrder to :he Permmmnl';:eml:: ;nd Pr(()‘spf’ril}' of
, " : _ ’ e—* Wo be tothe Bible | the Coiony ? e want that our sons should be good citizens
::' ::;: u‘t.r;w.!‘; (h\: h'y.’&yr, the l‘:nh:n-edhﬂng’hsr; ver:mnhhus {smmddsclmlare and pious men. We want that our dnughters'
i vine, ye are the branches,”” In the Char- | should be good house-wives, and, in every respect fit help-
J.O’tc!e‘l:::nmvl:r:lol;f l.sup;p«m;' it n:uddsT“(: am tge vine,l(lmk) ye : meets fo’r intellectual and pi«:ua men. And how is this 1o be
I so, | refuse to defend it.  Again, [ am said | secured? By Education. 1st. A School BEducatior where

:ebr; g:bgoa.. ‘;n U"l‘;t'l'ﬂlll'n- _Let those who listen to me | Murray’s Grammar, Goldsmitn’s Geography, the Rale of Three
s S .lchm:{ r:‘g'zelzftl:;t insinuation. But, by way of and such like things, shall be mastered ; for, until reqentl_y,
Bos oharged me o et OO'e w_!ry, Christian geullemenlcompnnhve!y speaking, children were not taught to think in
s o A eing a Chartist! A fiiend, in very | our Academies, but a!rpply to commit, certain things to mewory.
Ch.nmﬂ"o:’d';" yml:-v.2'::(:[:'!:):0!:dd:{lho:h;"ghnagr;)is—ll“rtellyou s= | 'll‘)hal day, ‘l‘!:wcv?r, if no:l past, is fast passing away. IQnd.
Ote-af 005 b, § - el at Home? | Domestic Education, such as 1s to be secured in a well re-
mend lw”it’h! any p‘)m;c“':':.::'i’e!,no. hl\or was lhever cznr,ﬁulaled family, such families, I admit, are too few and far
' ation whatever In the mother  between.

country. Perhaps sowe of those Christian gentlemen would | read that parents are to teach their children when they sit in
ﬁ"h‘ n d'ﬁ:““ “’hm:k';‘“ 'i':"“l( declaration. Thereare several | their houses, and when they walk by the way, and whin they
:'M:’;’F:'y::lr:' “':"l:“:’:efo;h'::!ll:n“gfnple :mve used in refer- lie down and rise up. And, rely upon it. the Almighty God
thet these gontionon’ N8 tabos o ice. [ can but conclude | does not relieve parents of their responsibilities, simply because
g few lessons from the Char- | they send their children to school. In the Wesleyan Normal

You know, sir, that in an old fashioned bnok we

after the trial this said Act has had. the only amendment required
I do think that the parties who originated 1t
have no need to be ashamed of their child. T'he present agita-
is the natural result of the system itself ; and the quesiion
to be settled is not unattended with difficulty.  And yet
the question is a very narrow one. Assuming it to be a settled
point that the Bible 1s to be used in the mixed schools, under
what regulations is it to be used? This is the only question to
decide ; but this question, simple in itself, has actually drifted
into a religious war, and we have come to contend as to the
rizht or wrong of Roman Catholicism and Prot-stanism. Now, [
will venture to suggest that the Board of Education should require
the master to attain a certain standard in secular knowledge, and
give him a certificate, and pay him accordingly ; also, let the said

| Board determine what books shall be used 1n the schools, and

their Inspector see that none others are used. That every
ecompany of Trustees be for their own district a Theological
Board, and decide for themselves as to the religious part of the
Education their children shall receive. This s, in effect, the
practice now pursued ; and it will be found, upon inquiry, that
there are schools in this Island in which the namber of Roman
Catholic children ranges from three up to above twenty, where
the authorised version of Holy Scripture is regularly read ;
while there are schools in which the children are all Protestan's

and the Scriptures are not read at all.  And if the trustees do
thus actoally d cide this question, even though it may be by

sufferance, letthem be empowered by Statute to do so in future ;

or eise let some such plan as the one [ submitted to the meeting
last Friday afternoon be adopted. 1 will now read you the

resolutions 1 proposed at that meeting, and with which the

Chairman expressed his hearty concurrence, saying they would |
do exceedingly well for tha hall of legislation, and that he |
should be pleased to have them before him when the subject was |
under discussion. But they were of too practical a character for

that meeting. They were as follows:—

it, yon at once have a Government |
1

I. A sound, moral and religious Education of the young, being essential |
to the future peace and presperity of the Colony; in the opinion of this |
Mecting, such an Education cannot be secured without the Bible. i

II. In a mixed population, not only Roman Catholic and Protestant,
but of all shades of religious opinion, the whole. however, (except the |
Rowman Catholic) agreeing in this, viz: that the Bible is the only rule of |
faith and practice—we are of opinion that the Bible should be read in |
our day schools.

ITI. We suggest the following plan:—

1. Let the Bible reading, without note or comment, occupy the last |
half bour of the school exereises '

the Book of Books; 2nd, if they were all capable of doing so,
you would require separate schools for nearly every denomins

tion on the Island ; or you would scon have more rancour than
even now exists.  Mr. Stow's system is, perhaps, the best extaut
for a populution where but one view of religions truth is held |
but to a mixed population, such as your's, that system i8 not
adapted, unless, indeed, you have separaie apartments i your
school-houses for Bible exercises; and | ask this intelligent
audienzef it be right to apply the revenue of the Colony to the
teaching of religious creeds? We must have the Bible, and
the Bible only, without note or comment. Now, Sir, after
hearing the four resclutions to which you have just hstened, |
ask you if it be righteous on the part of those Christian gentle-
men to charge me with being opposed to the Bible in our day
schools, and to propagate, to my prejudice, that | had joined the
Roman Cathelics in opposition to the Bible. Afier this, will
any one be silly enough to believe them? and it must be
remembered that the said resolutions were read twice during
that afternoon meeting. Sir, to exclud: the Bible trom our
schools per force of law would be a dire calamity ; but to force
it upon ail would be an act of injustice. | claim liberty for
myself, and | accord hiberty to others, | sometimes ask myself
why is that man a Roman Catholic 7 aud the answer 15, he was
cradled and brought up in the midst of Roman Catholic assoc:-
ations and intluences, and hence he is what he 18 per force of
education. | ask again, why is such an one in communion with
the Church of England? Why is such an one a Wesieyan
Methodist? The answer 1s a8 before; and this 1s true of
the majority of rehcionists. Thousands are religious
their way, mechanically.  What, then, is my duty towards
those with whom 1 differ? The Roman Catholic thinks he s
right, and that I, as a Protestant, am wrong ; and | believe that
I am right, and that the Roman Catholic 18 wrong ; and here we
join issue. Now, it will be my d 1ty to show him, by my sctions,
that iny creed is superior to kis. If I can secare his attention,
to uze moral suasion, to induce him to ubandon what I believe
to be wrong, and to embrace the truth as | hold it butam |

| likely to win him from what I believe to be his errors, by using

hard speeches and coercive weasures? He who makes the
attempt, knows not what spirit he is of. 1 have just one word
to say to the advocates of truth, the defenders of the Bible.
Put forth vour efforts in the spirit of the Bible. Do not give
way to a boisterons advocacy of its claims, or you mur the cause
you wish to serve.  Avoid a vain boast of your great courage,
for it sometimes happens that courage is most retiring wheu
most needed.  T'ruth —in its defence be calm, dignified, Christ-
lke. These are the tunes in which truth and error contend

| for the mastery, and truth 1s mighty o prevail.” I trast | have

succeed d in clearing up all doubts certain gentlemen may
have 1n regard to my opinion on this subject, and if so, | am
satisfied. In conclusion, I would exhort you all, whether Ro-
man Citholies or Protestants. to live in peace, good will, and
hrotherly love, and may your children grow up in the fear of

| the lLord.

Notwithstanding the request of the lecturer, it was difficnlt
to repress the lsughter and plaudus frequently indulged m by
the nudience. The doxology was sung—a collection taken,
and the meeting separated at ean early hour, with many ex-
pressions of gratification, and, no doubt, a still higher estecm
for Mr. Barker as a lecturer and a man.

Taowrs Kirwax, Reporter.

o
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{Litevature.

(From Blackwiod’s Magazine for December, 1856.)
OUR INDIAN EMPIRE.

(Continued.)

Amone those bill tribes of Ovissa, we came in coutact
also with the practice of Female Infanticide,— another

|vicious peculiarity of Indian society which the British

Government hag succeeded in suppressing.  Female Infau-
ticide is a practice not confined to India; it prevails to a
very considerable extent amongst the dense population of
(China ; and in every country the geveral crime of infanti-
cide exists as an occasional consequence of illicit love. But
in China it is acknowledged to be a crime, and in other
countries is punished as such ; whereas in India it is regard-
ed as an allowable and even commenlable practice. Here
again we find a striking anomaly in Hindoo character. The
parental instinet is as strong iu the people of India as in any
people in the world ; and even where no parental tie exists,
the tenderness with which strong bearded men devote
themselves to the care of young children is as touching as it
is remarkable. A childless woman, too, is a miserablo
woman,—a hissing and a reproach ; and she ean only account
for so great an affliction by fancyiug it sent upon her for
some grievous sin committed in a pre-existent state.
Nevertheless, in some parts of India female iufauticide
has for generations been a custom ! The fact is the more
remarkable, inasmuch as the Hindoo character represents
the emotional rather than the calealating utilitarian side of
humanity; and yet, as by a fatality, we find both the
emotional and the rationalistic principles produciug in this
case a similar result. For, in truth, female infanticide 18
practised by two very different classes, and from two dissimilar
sets of motives, in India. In China, in Karope, and in
certain parts of India, it is among the lowest classes that
infanticide prevails, as a relief from fature burdeus lor
which they deem themselves unequal.  In Hindostan Proper,
on the contrary, the practice is peculiar to the higher orders,
and especially the Rajpoots. Among these, the circle
within which marriages must be contracted is narrowed by
the exclusiveness of caste, and marriage itself is an expensive
thing from the costly usages with which it is attended.  Yet
in India celibacy is~ disgraceful,—an unmarried daughter is
a reproach alike to her parents and to herself. Moreover,
the Rajpoot assumes that unchastity is the necessary con-
dition of unmarried life; and to preserve the purity of his
daughters and the honour of his house, he * cleared away "
his female children a few hours after their birth. When a
messenger from their zenana announced to him the birth of
a daughter, the Rajpoot chief would coolly roll up between
his fiugers a tiny opium ball, to be conveyed to the mother,
who therenpon rubbed on her uipple the sleepy poison. und
the babe drank iu death with its mother’s wilk.  Ina coun ry
where polygamy is common and concubinage not dishonour-

'able, and where an uncounccied man is rarely to be found, a
widely-diffused

system of female infanticide would be an
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