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Contract
Bridge ‘

By B. JAY BECKER

"South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable,

TeaKI962

Opening lead — queen of hearts.

The rise and fall of the value of
a hand, as the bidding progresses,
is a phenomenon that is worthy
of the closest attention. In distri-
butional hands especially, the eval-
uation of a hand may fluctuate
with startling abruptness as new
information is obtained from part-
ner’s responses. .

South’s hand, when it is first
examined, is decidedly better
than a minimum opening. The 15
high card points are augmented
by the value of the distribution
The point counters have a field
day building up the value of the
. hand distributionally to 18 or 19
points.

North's spade response has a
severe effect on the original eval
uation. The spade void changes
from an asset to a liability. The
hand depreciates to just its high
card value.

We bid two clubs, hoping for
further enlightenment from part-
ner. The response, in this case, is
most gratifying. Partner comes
to life with not only a diamond
fit, but a jump bid.

The complexion of the hand
' changes radically. The original

evaluation is not only restored, but
inflated. The grave doubt whether
there was a game, when partner
responded one spade, has not only
been resolved, but a slam must
be considered.

North is commanding us to go
to a game, and he does so before
learning we have considerably
more than a minimum hand. If
he is willing to drive us to an elev-
en trick contract, surely we are en.
titled. to try for twelve. Hence, we
bid six.

The play is relatively easy. One
pitfall has to be avoided. Twelve
tricks can be made cross ruffing.
The important item is to cash the
ace and king of hearts early. Fail-
ure to do so will prove expensive
if West is given an opportunity to
dispose of his jack of hearts as the
clubs are ruffed in dummy.

After taking the A-K of hearts,
South plays the ace of clubs. He
then ruffs clubs and spades in al-
ternating order until he has rack-
ed up twelve tricks,

HOMERIC SETS RECORD
LE HAVRE, France (Reuters!
—The 26,000 - ton Panamanian
liner Homeric of Home Lines set
a post-war record for the North
Atlantic crossing between Quebec
and Le Havre when it docked here
Wednesday after averaging a
speed of 22 knots for the trip. The
previous post-war record was held
by the CPR liner Empress of Brit-

ain 'at a speed of 21.66 knots.
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sEDTIME STORIES

By Thornton

Consider well before you act,
Let not desire govern fact. |
—O0Ild Mother Nature. |

Polly Chuck looked: out across
the Green Meadows. They were
still covered with water in many
places. A great rain had caused a
great flood and Johnny and Polly
had been driven from their home
and had found refuge in a tree
out on the water-covered Green
Meadow. Now the water had
gone down and they were anxious
to start for home. There was still
a little water arpund the foot of
the tree. Johnny climbed down
into it. It wasn’t deep enough for
him to have to swim. He could
wade. ‘“Come on” he squealed.

Polly Chuck lost no time in get-
ting down that tree. They felt bet-
ter the minute they were on the
ground. Up in that tree they hadn't
felt safe. They had been afraid{
that one of the big members of
the Hawk family, or Hooty the
Owl, would find them up there.
Now Johnny led the way and Pol-
ly kept close to his heels. Once
they came to a big puddle of
water. It really was more than a
puddle. It really was a small pond.
Johnny hestitated. Should he ‘lead
the way around it, or should he
try to wade across? But it was
only a moment he hesitated. Then
he waded into the water. In a
moment he was swimming. Polly
was right at his tail. It didn’t
take too long to get to where they
could wade again. A moment lat-
er, they didn't have to do even
wat.

“I think we can start now,”
said Johnny Chuck.

1

The Great Disappointment

Minister Going
To Suez Talks

namic foreign minister, Dmitri
Shepilov, will personally lead a
drive at the forthcoming London

conference to thwart Western
plans for internationalizing the
Suez Canal.

at an international
he ded V

foreign minister.

W. Burgess ,

“I can see our doorstep” "cried
Johnny at last. He tried to hurry
faster.

“It doesn’t look as big as it
used to,” said Polly.

It wasn't as big as it used to be.
The water had washed away a
lot of it. Presently they reached it.
Both sat up on it for a look
around before going down into the
house. Then Polly turned and en-
tered the doorway. My, how wet
it was just inside. However, she |
had known it to be dlmost as wet |
during heavy rains, so she thought
nothing of it. She hurried on down.
The long tunnel, or hall, leading
to the bedroom continued to be
just as wet as at the entrance. If
we reached what had been a snug .
dry bedroom, she found a little
water still standing on the floor.
The once comfortable bed of dry
grass and leaves was now a soggy
mess, so soaked with water that
it couldn’t possibly be used.
Johnny Chuck had not followed
Polly down at once. When he did
tart down he met Polly coming
up. There wasn't room to pags. He
backed out again. When he saw
Polly's face he knew that some-
thing was wrong; something was
very, very wrong.

“What is the matter,
dear?” asked Johnny.
Polly Chuck looked more wor-
ried than ever. She looked wor-
ried and frightened .as well. *“We
can't stay here,” said she.
Johnny Chuck looked surprised. |
“Why can’t we stay here?” he
demanded.

“It is too wet,” said Polly,
“Pooh! What does a little wet-
ness amount to? Who cares for
that”’? retorted " ‘wav, Pushng
past her, he we aown 1nto the
house. He didn't stay long.

“You are right, my dear. It is
too wet. We can't possibly live
here until it dries-out,” said he
when he came out.
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DAILY CROSSW ORD puremens
ACROSS 4. Metal 23. Large  pAIS[OOMEILIANIS)
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6. Country b. Velvet-like  24. Greek l¢ 5]0]
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weight 20. Indigo 38. Italian river 42. Wine cup
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DAILY CRYPTOQUOTE — Here's how to work it:
AXYDLBAAXR
is LONGFELLOW
One letter simply. stands for another. In this example A, is useq
for the three L's, X for the two O's, etc. Single letters, apos-
trophies, the length and formation of the words are all hints,
Each day the code letters are different.

A Cryptogram Quotation

~RTEV, T JVHVCA, TD VWVIQX PE
RPKV, ZTKTWV PJ LNBCW—-SPJZD.
SPIJAL.

Yesterday's Cryptoquote: I SAY THE WORLD IS LOVELY,
AND THAT LOVELINESS 1S ENOUGH — BUCHANAN.
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Reduced British Orders
Don’t Worry N.S. Applemen
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