Oslo again supplies
giant tree in London

By M. McINTYRE HOOD nightly lead in the mass singing

LONDON — Once again, for|0f Christmas carols.
the 17th’ consecutive years, the| This has been to me, ever
citizens of Oslo, the capital of Since I came over here, the

Norway, have provided the 60-| Most impressive of all the dem-
fect high Christmas tree which | Onstrations of the true meaning
makes Trafalgar Square thc| and spirit of Christmas in this|
centre of London's Christm a s| ancient city.

U.K. Christmas described
basically family occasion

f By M. MCINTYRE HOOD | will have to play Santa Claus.

LONDON -- Here in Britaln, | Mother will look after the turkey

| people will be spending Christ- | and the pudding and the Christ-

| mas in many different ways. mas fun. Grown-up’ children will

| Some will be going away to sea- | be going back home to see the
side or country resorts for the old folks.

| holiday celebrations held in ho- But while Christmas Is still

celebratfons. | A
This tree is a freewill gift of The provision of the Christ-
the people of Oslo to the children| mas tree does not constitute the
of London as a token of gratitue| whole of this generous gift

for Britain's assistance to Nor-| the Oslo people to London, Each
way in the second world war.| year, the tree has been cut
And it has been the means o!‘ down from a forest near Oslo.
making Trafalgar Square the| It has been transported to Lon-
rendezvous for thousands of| don on board a vessel of the
people every evening during the Norwegian Fred Olsen Line.

festive season, when choirs On its arrival, the British au-
drawn from_all over Lond on| thorities aive all import duties|

|

day made of? Tinsel and

holly, music and merry-
making, love and laughter

@ wish you an abun-

dznce of all these ai

more throughout this mest
festive and inspiring of all

the seasons in the year,

| tels | the great festival of the home,
For the great majority, how- | there is a growing practice of
ever, the English Christmas is  making a holiday of it and going
essentially a family occasion. |away for a change of scene,
Where there are young children, | There are many people without
they always come firsi. Father  home ties for whom the increas-
ing facilities and enfertainment
| and the ban on the import of| Provided at resorts Is a great
conifers, as the tree does not|boon.
pass through any rural area. It HOTELS RE-OPENED
is brought direct from the Lon| To cater for this increased fen-
don docks to Trafalgar Square.|dency to ‘celebrate Christm a
There, the tree is erected by| Outside the home, this year scor-
the ministry of works, but the €S of additional seaside hotels
people of Oslo pay the bill for| r¢ re-opening for the Christ-
the work, this being sent on p| Mas season. More people than
the Norwegian city when it is| ever will be seen eating their
completed. Christmas dinners in hotel din-

The city of Oslo also provides | ing-rooms and in restaurants
the hundreds of lights which be- :.Mh cater speclally for the

spangle the tree, and the public|
address system wl enables
the succession of choirs to sing!
under it.

Up to three years ago, the city

| king with the growth of the
| office or factory Christmas

party, the Christmas irees out-
| side town halls and the street

|bluer and green in color, with The Guardian, Charlottetown, Mon. Dec. 23, 1958. 0 ing that perind 4id London have
any s

sharp. almost spiny points. In A ok i

| thet case it would be a Sitka & o p

‘ spruce, a tree introduced from Wh't Ch 4 m r(-snrcilnrll and v‘nnlnﬂz.y; \:‘2;‘ the
i e T1lS QLS | record shows “snowio

| There are many degrees of 1 1 o it seems that, in svite of

\Ichnm«mn trees, even amony| . { Apaising hiipes i 4
e smaller ones grown in pots. arienDA A

'S,,ma Are neat =il atiavelii s a norma ln Christmas” is fhe exception ra-
rather broad-based pyramid. | . . ther than the rule i

decorations which become more
ornate every year, this seems o
mark a trend away from the pri-
vate and towards the public cel-
ebration of Christmas. But
this would be, after all, a rever-
sion to the pre-Victorian Christ-
mas celebration, which was gen-
erally of a community character.
F00D IDEAS CHANGING

| The idea of Christmas day as
| the occasion for a literal feast
| presumably originated in the
days when the winter diet was
limited and monotonous. Today,
when fresh meat and poultry are
available all the year round,
and all but a very few have the
means to buy them, the idea of
| Christmas as an excuse for a
meal to be remembered for
months is dying out. Chicken has
been made as cheap as the week n 5
| end joint, and the same is hap- | by lack of either potassium or,
pening with the turkey, So there | Mitrogen. These deficiencies for|
| is less of a tendency to have the | @ lonz time held up afforestation
once-a-year turkey hold the |Of some of the most difficult,
place of pride as the main Chris- | 50ils on which the Forestry Com- s
tmas dish. The time may y et mission was hoping to plant.
come when England will return | A ‘‘checked” spruce, and at
to the boar's head of pre-turkey ~one time there were thousands of
| days for the Christmas meal, acres of them, hardly seems to

Others are longer and narrow- |
er, straggling, as if they had
been forced thinnings, Others|
ave an array of small dea
branches around the bottom, so|
that they are broadest some
way up their rather thick, per-
haps knobby stems.
SUBJECT OF RESEARCH
This last type of Christmas
tree, however, is becoming less|
prevalent, due to a long- term
program of research which is|
being carried on by the United
Kingdom Forestry Commission. |
This research is concentrated on|
the problems of growing spruce|
trees, and particularly into what
is known as “check"’.

This was the name which was|
given fo what is now known to

be a deficiency disease, caused|

RE HOOD DESIGNS BUN:

By M. McIN servatory show that the coldest
LONDON — In spite of

the of modern Christmases occurred U
fact that Christmas scenes us- in 1023, when the thermometer PERTH. Scotland (CP) — A
ually depict the ground, the dropped to 27 degrees, five de- S¢° '_»"_ “‘r Bl o
trees and the housetops covered| grees below freezing, when ail @ NeW ‘T"l’v" ”{m‘m"{ The six.
with snow, records al the Green- Britain shivered. s eniarcto concitions e g
wich observatory on the oul On the other hand, Christmas| 5oi e o88 MY TEOEC
skirts of London reveal thal pay in 1013, after an abnormally Shon: 2Sermbled 1 o
snow is not really normal al| dry fall season, blazed in sun-| o U G CONTTEE €
Christmas time in this country. shine and several apple orch el
The cult of the “White Christ-| ards in Dorset were reported to
mas” in this country is probab-| be in blossom.
ly derived from the works of
Charles Dickens, with their ro-
antic references (o Christmas

a

FAMILY ASPHYXIATE
CADILLAC, Mich. (AP)—Car-
Another Christmas heat Wave hon monoxide from a furnace
was recorded in 1920, when the|yined out a family of four per-
S eaes | temperature on Dec. 25 Fose 10 sons In their one-storey home
aaanslsiyee e, 56 degrees. on Lake Mitchell here, state
Even last winter, when there ~ Recordings kept from 1910 10 police said Wednesday. Discov-
was an extended period of heavy 1935, a 25-year period, show that  ered in their beds Tuesday eve-
snow and severe frosi, quite un- of these 25 Christmas days in| ning after futile attempts by a
usual for Britain, there was no| London, four were described as| retative fo call them by tele-
snow at Christmas. The snow-, «fin n were and| phone throughout the day were
falls started a week later, o1 wet''; fhree were “‘fogzy”; three Jerry Tuttle, 21, his wife, Bon--
New Year's Eve. were “frosty fog, d| nie, 20, and their sons, Robert,
The records of Greenwich Ob-l only on two Christmas days dur- 1, and Charles 3 mont

of Oslo also paid the heavy bill|
for the electricity used in illum-
inating it. But in 1960, when|
as a heavy increase in|
charges, the L o ndon|
Electricity Board decided = to|
supply the current free in that|
year and in future years. At the
time the gift of a tree was orig-
mally made, the city of Oslo
made it clear that it did ot |
wish this token of friendship to|
cost the recipients anything.
And they always paid all the
bills faithfully until the London
Electricity Board decided  to

By M. McINTYRE HOOD

LONDON — The vogue of the
Christmas free has grown very|
rapidly in Britain in recent
years, perhaps due to the more|
affluent state of the British peo-
ple, since Christmas trees are|
much more expensive in this

make (lie reciprocal gesture of| UMY than they are in Can-
goody

by supplying the elec-| ada.

will
v without charge. Nowadays, nearly every fam.

Christmas tree grows
in popularity in U.K.

»
L/
grow at all, even by the usual
stancards for such trees. They
| are notoriously slow starters, so
| that not all the small, den'se|
Christmas trees are ones that
have suffered from malnutrition. |
| In fact, they might grow only a |
foot or so in 20 years, apparent-
| ily has its Christmas tree, even ly slawldmzl still for long periods
if it be only a small one resting| 2 # stretch
ver

on a table. It the head of the| , Troushils research, howeve

the Forestry Commission is in- |
house has been wise, and lucky,| creasing its available supply of |
it will be a small Norway spruce| choice Christmas frees, and
or perhaps the top cut off a| this year it has well over half a
large one. | million ready to adorn the hom-

Its needles have blunt points| es of the British people.

and are rather bright green and
short. Others, however, will find
their tree has longer needles,
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Heve comes Santa with
a sleighfun  °
of warmest wishes for
2 happy holiday. May
the Christmas season
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oy to you and your family
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| FAWLEY, England (CP) —
| Sheep are being encouraged to |
| graze around the giant storage |
| tanks at a Hampshire oil refin- |
ery to form a fire-break. But |
| the sheep are leaving patches of ]

unpalatable scrub and a com. |
pany employee has suggested
| goats be used instead, on the |
| grounds they eat anything.

SELLS WORMS
BOURNEMOUTH, England
(CP)—Anglers soon will be able
to buy worms from a vending
machine at a sports equipment
store here. The store is convert-
ing a cigarette machine.
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its brightest cheer
you share your joy:
those dear to you.
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tora Meny Christmas
or You and dll

those Dear to You . May
this Holidag Time be one
of great JOU and Happincss
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