small GLBT group on the Alberta
campus, said the group members
were forced to put posters up after
dark, for fear of being attacked.

Closer to home, gays and:

lesbians also suffer persecution.

In 1994 and 1995, Rodgers
participated in the Gay Pride
marches on PEI. Oranges were
thrown at the marchers, others
were spat at. “It is a ridiculous atti-
tude,” said Rodgers.

The GLBT community is
making inroads, she added, and
increased awareness is going to
help.

“There is a need for faculty
and students who are not gay, to
stand up and give their support,”
she said. “We need these people to
say ‘Look, I believe in diversity. I
believe in equal rights. I am not
going to oppose this.’”

“People have to be able to
risk and be comfortable enough in
their sexuality to be able to say,
‘Look, these people need some-
where to go,”” Rodgers continued.
“It takes a few people to break the
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ground, and I think that with the
faculty that is here right now there
should be enough people to stand
up, not to say they are gay, but it’s
okay if this goes on.”

One islander
leave.

“I knew 1 was gay by the
age of twelve. I came out to my
mother at the age of fourteen. I
started coming out to my friends
when I was 16,” said TJ.

TJ, who attended Westisle
High School, was told to keep quiet
about his sexual orientation by the
school’s administration, when he
decided to invite his boyfriend to a
school dance. The school principal
brought the issue to the school-
board for approval.

“] went through hell trying
to bring my boyfriend to the
dance,” he said, adding that he and
his partner had been called in by
the school administration for an
‘interview.” “I was told that [the
administration] didn’t want to
make any changes to the school
dance code. Guys couldn’t sign in

chose to

guys; girls couldn’t sign in girls,
just to make room for the ‘unnor-
mal.””

TJ said he was also warned
that he would be attacked physical-
ly and that the administration did
not want to take responsibility for
the outcome of events.

“I was also told to ‘keep
quiet’ about my sexuality until I
was out of high school,” he said.
“Rumours began circulating
[around the] school that I was tak-
ing a guy to the dance and I was
called into the office and told to

had nowhere to turn for informa-
tion on gays and lesbians, being in
a rural area and no information
except for a few books in the
library.”
TJ chose not to attend
UPEI because he felt the university
would inhibit his growth. Over half
of the graduating class from
Westisle enrolled at UPEIL “I
would still be stuck with closed-
minded individuals and I knew
there wasn’t a flourishing gay life
on PEL” said TJ.
“] decided to attend Mt

’
I felt like I took on the role of

an asexual since I was the only
openly homosexual and was sur-

rounded by heterosexuals who

could not understand my think-
ing and repressed my sexuality.

keep my mouth shut. Parents were
also voicing disapproval over my
choice of date.”

TJ was finally permitted to
take his boyfriend to the school
dance on the condition that they
would not kiss, hold hands or
dance together. “That night [the
principal] followed us to make sure
that we obeyed the rules.” Despite
this, the other students’ reactions
were mostly positive, said TJ, who

only heard a few homophobic

remarks.

Few incidents followed, but
TJ admits he began to feel like an
outsider.

“I felt like I took on the role
of an asexual since I was the only

“openly homosexual and was sur-

rounded by heterosexuals who
could not understand my thinking
and repressed my sexuality,” he
said. “I wasn’t the only gay person
in school, I knew there were others
but none felt comfortable with their
sexuality or safe expressing it. I

Allison [University] because I
knew it was a gay friendly univer-
sity and there was a GBLT support
group called Catalyst,” he
explained, adding that he feels
happy and for the most part,
accepted. “There is no gay harass-
ment allowed [at Mt. Allison
University] and 1 feel very safe
here.”

TJ does not regret not
attending UPEL

“1 still hear many homo-
phobic comments from students at
UPEL?” he said. “Mind you, I’'m not
pointing the finger at everyone. I
know there’s a lot of caring, open-
minded people there.

“UPEI seems to do nothing
to change the homophobia on ifs
campus and that will be a turn-off
to the majority of gay and lesbian
youth,” concluded TJ, adding that
too many, like him, must choose t©0
leave the island, going to Halifax,
Toronto, and Alberta in search of
gay life.




