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ACROSS THE ISLAND

Wreck Recalled
OfGeorgeN.Orr

By,NEIL. A. MATHESON
Provincial-Farm Editer

IT WAS 43 years ago this month that the George N. Orr
was wrecked off the North shore of this province and 35 crew
members were saved from the angry seas. The- interesting
story was told to me some time ago by Mrs. James Atkins,
‘Mt Stewart

She was Zilla Feehan at the time of the incident and she
recalls some interesting stories about it

Dec. 17, 1917, had been a nice, mild day, Mrs. Atkins
writes, and the people of the area were still deeply concerned
ahout the terrible explosion that had virtually wrecked Halifax,
N S 11 days before. i

That evening the skyv became dark and ominous. By 10
n'elock the wind was howling fiercely and the snow was lashing
at the window panes of the homes in the quiet little com-
munityv of Savage Harbour

THE WINDS increased and at times there were noises like
into thunder, Mrs Atkins told me. At the time the people were
not aware that the sounds came from sky rockets which were
heing sent up from a ship which was in distress off shore.

A card play. commonly referred to in that locality as “a
hunken'' was taking place in a home in nearby Point de
Roche The game had ended and the men were going home—
it was shortly after midnight—when they saw .the ship. Being
fishermen. they knew she was in distress, and drifting help-
lessly

Twn of the men followed the ship's progress as she drifted,

ntil she grounded on a sand bar not far from shore e

Bv that time it was three o'clock in the morning. The
men from Point de Roche lit a fire in an old cook house where
F A Pigeott had a lobster factory at fhe time.

‘Lifeline’ Thrown Towards Shore

AS THE morning light started to break through the gloom
ot a disastrous night one man named Charles Diaz—he came
from Puertn Rico—threw a line towards the shore, James Mac-
kav-now deceased—grabbed at the rope and made it fast.

Then the men made for the shore with the “lifeline’ to
srasn as they made their perilous way through the angry and
destruchive seas. They stayed in the fire-warmed building until
the storm abated

Neichhours from the surrounding area came to render
azuistance as word spread of the disaster. And the men from
many different countries., and of many languages were quar-
tered in {he homes of the community for a period of four
or five days or more, as the roads were blocked from a severe
enowstorm. and train travel was also inhibited, Mrs. Atkins
explains

Nine of the men were welcomed in the home of James W.
Fechan. and this accounts, in part at least, for Mrs. Atkins
Jheing so familiar with the old story. Then Zélla Feehan, she
was the daughter of James Feehan. {

Back to that interesting part of the story in a minute or
s0 But first a word ahout the ship that had been destroyed.

The George N. Orr, Mrs. Atkins told me, was one of five 1
take boats bought from Canada by the United States govern-
ment to he used in coastal service during World War 1—
1914-18

None Reached lts Destination

THE FACT they were lake boats meant they were unfit
for ocean travel. So it's not surprising that none ‘of the five
ever reached its destination, which was New York, I was told.

One called ''The - Tuscarora', was dashed to pieces off
Saint Paul's Island. Mrs. Atkins tells me she never did learn
the actual fate of the other three. .

Back to the storyv of the nine crew. members who were
welcomed to the home of the -Feehans, — Three were- from

» South America, three from England. One, Verl Strokey, was
from Nebraska, U.S.A., another” was from New Orleans and’
the other from France.

“Certainly they were an .nteresting group.'' the former
7illa Feehan recalls. The crewmen played cards, played the
piano and sang songs. Some were talented musicians. They
read what was avallable. They wrote letters to loved ones at
home telling of the wreck, and of their escape and subsequent
safety

Doubtiess—the -men —from.-many. different__countries told _
their loved ones of the kindness they received at the hands
of the people of the area, though Mrs. Atkins modestly passed
aver that part of the story, as she recalled some of the in.
teresting parts of the old tale. - Of course the strangers in the
hospitable Island homes ate heartily of the food that was
provided them at the fables of the community.

I've only told of the men who stayed at James Feehan's
place. Other crew members were received and treated kindly
at other homes in the area. The Captain and mates, for ex-
ample, staved at the home of Milton Coffin, Mrs. Atkins told
me. I haven't their names. :

Twist Tobacco Poor Smoking

THF, SAILORS' tobacco was taken from the ship but it
had been soaked by the salt water and, apparently, it was unfit
for smdking

Charlie Diaz started one morning for, Mt. Stewart but he
miszed his turn and ended up at Blooming Point.

Charlie MacDonald who kept a small store, had some twist

- “tshacce-and -Diaz-came-back with-a large-quantity. He warmed
it in the oven—twist is a damp, juicy tobacco, manufactured
for chewing, not for smoking—but it still wouldn't smoke the
way Diaz and his pals wanted it, even though they tried to
grind the warmed up or dried twist. They didn't like it.
Their faces were pretty wry, I'was told.

““My sister took a horse and sleigh,.and one of the English
sailors went with her to Mt. Stewart,” Mrs. Atkins told me.
"They got some proper smoking tobacco but the sister, she later
married A. R. Harold of New York, nearly froze in the bitter
eold, and the slow going because of the heavy roads.
eailor tripd without success to drive the horse, and Miss Feehan,
as she was then, had to do the driving. ‘“She fainted when she
got back.” because of the severe cold, Mrs. Atkins recalled.

A SALVAGE company from New York bought the wreck
of the George N. Orr, cut it up with acetylene torches and sold
ft for scrap

After the salvage company was through with the wreck,
Rennv Benjamin ‘of Charlottetown paid $100 for what was left.

But there are still a few pieces of iron around the shore
In the Savage Harbor area. Mrs. Atkins told me, '""as mute
reminders of that dreadful night.”

Sharp Drop In Farm Jobs
Helps Swell Unemployment

the 14-19 age group at work, a |
gain of 30,000 from the year-
earher figure, and 908,000 be-
tween 20 and 24, an increase of |
71.000.

Regional unemployment rates
ranged from 19 per cent in On-
tario, where some areas are fa-
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OTTAWA (CP'—A ‘sharp re-
duction in farm jobs swelled
E inhless rank< n November but
gains ih nonfarm employment

heiped cuzhion the shock
A government repert issued
Wednesday . estimated mid-No-
vember unemployment at 220.-

000 or 31 per cent of the labor
force. Tn Octaber it was 171,000,
equal tn 24 perrent. and in No-
vember of last vear it stood at
257.000. ot 3.7 per cent
The windup of harvesting cosf
109.000 jobs. above average for
the month because late harvest-
-~ ing on the Prairies had kept Or-
tober farm emplovment at an
unusually high level Total farm
employment fell tn 523000
However employment 1n
other industries jumped hy 40,
oo to 6,416,000 almoszt fhive per
cent higher than in Ndvember
of 1964 and an unusuallv high
increase for this time of vear
With adi]ustmemc tn discount
seasonal factors, the national
. unemployment rate stood at 316
' per cent. This compared to 32
per cent in October and 4.3 per
cent in the previous November.
The monthly job survey by
the Dominion Bureau of Statis-
tics and the labor department,
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{46 per cent, compared to 49

‘000 had been seeking jobs for

covering 35,000 homes, discov- |

ered a significant gain in the
number of young em-
ployed.

There were 630,000 persons im,in five average price calegories.

‘cluded 168,000 men, of whom

cing labor shortages, to 4.8 per |
cent in the Atlantie provinces. A
year earlier Ontario had a rate
of 24 per cent and the Atlantic
area 6.7.

Quebec's November rate- was

last year: the Prairies stocd at
two per cent, down from 27,
and British Columbia at 3.7 per
cent, down. from 4.2. :

-Of the tofal unemployed, 108.-

less than one month. Another
70,000 had been job-hunting for |
three months or less; 24,000
for between four and six months
and 20,000 for seven months or
more

A vear earlier the last group,
forming the hard core of unem-
ployment, numbered 34,000,

The unemployed total in-
89,000 were married, and 52,000
women, 18,000 of them married.

FOOD COST PLAMD

The 80 snack bars and res-
taurants at the 1967 Montreal
World's Fair will be graded

CHTOWN
STORE

If You're Not Sure
of Her Size or !
Puzzled abnu( ¥

what to give ... ¢

a Holman’'s GIFT
CERTIFICATE
will solve your

problems !

‘ Lovely Quilted
Nylon Duster

Glorious glamour for#her leisure moments.
Richly textured, opaque nylon quilt fea-
tures quality Bondicell fill to give warmfh

without weight. Nice classic style with
attractive little collar and ribbon tie at
neck. You'll just adore the matching em-
broidery designs down the front from neck
to hem-line. In shades of blue, pink, 'sizes
small, medium or large.
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Kayser Pinties

Of Satilene . . . the richest, most luxur-
fous fabric m lingerie. Delicately em-
broidered ,with lace. In shades of white
lt:'r‘c‘m brown. Sizes small, medium or
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Half Slips by Kayser Saucy, Perky
So graceful. 'so delicate, so
hy Kayser femininely you! Lc:vely, Baby no"' :
Alluring loveliness by tnis lovely embroidery and deep For free and easy dream-
famous maker, ‘‘Satin Ladyv’’ scallops trim the neckline, time comfort. Delicate lace
Hem is lavished with ex- C. ve. gown. Sheer chif trimming on' neckline and
quisite wide band lace. In fon overlay is edged at hem- hems. Soft glowing shades
white, cafe brown, surf blue line with enchanting con- of pink, blue or flamingo.
Sizes small, medium or trasting folds of nylon sheer, Sizes small, medium or
hljg!. ; In shell pink. Sizes §. M. L. large.
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~ The Richest, Most

' Luxurious. .. Satilene!

\ Kayser FULL SLIPS

The Kayser slip that lis everything ... the richest, most luxurious fabrie
in* lingerie. Embroidéted chiffon over satilene throughout bodice and
encircling the hemline. - Beautifully -scalloped lace frames the bodice
front and back, with embroidery at the hemline. In shades of white or
cafe brown. Sizes 34 to 42. .
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New from Kayser

PANTI-MATES

well, leave it to

to come up with this unique

idea in wonderfully matching 'z slip a . panties.
You'll love them the minute you slip into them and
feel the luxury of this nylon tricot, with the satin
touch. In shades of white or shell pink. 4

only 4.98

Don’t wait a minute!
Onlyj I4 More Days left
- to Shnp for Christmas |
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Pegnoir Set
by Dorsay

Truly a boudoir beauty ... dreamy as a
honeymoon ; . it's for you! Nylon 2-pe.
set in elegant double nylon chiffon. Lace-
lavished on the embroidered neck and hem-
lines with matching shift ‘gown ... so love-
ly in its own right. In softly sophisticated
shad~s of flamingo, tropic or moonmist.
Sizes small, medium or large.

‘New luxury
nylons at a
good news price!

KAYSER

- STOCKINGS

now 1,19 pair

«(Formerly 1.55)

Great name in stockings that stand for beauty,
luxury and value. News comes from Kayser

¥ b

in stockings that live up to their famous name
in beauty, yet strike a new value-note at this
first-time price. Seamless and seamed stvles,
you’ll find them fashion-high in the newest
range of shades. Sizes B- 11,
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