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problem. We have a very
serious crisis in Canada
around homelessness
because we don’t have a
national housing strat-

2

egy.
Most recently, a
leaked cabinet memo
showed a recommenda-
tion by Bradshaw to her
colleagues to increase
funding for housing by
$700-million, in addi-
tional to the $50-million
already being spent.
Many of her recommen-
dations address ideas
from Golden’s report.
As well, Bradshaw
saw that $1.2-million
was earmarked specifi-

cally for Toronto to deal |

with emergency shelters
this winter.

This is encourag-
ing for those working on
the front lines of pov-
erty.

“Ann [Golden]
believes it’s a step in the
right direction,” says a
United Way representa-
tive for Ann Golden.
“The government is
giving it attention, but it
requires a three govern-
ment level approach.”

But whatever
action needs to be taken
to combat poverty in
Canada, most activists
recognize Bradshaw was
never appointed to come
up with all the answers.
The Campaign 2000
report recognizes this
and turns the heat onto
other federal cabinet
ministers.

In the foyer out-
side of the House of

last decade has been .
particularly challengmg .

Commons, Minister of
Human Resources and
Development Jane
Stewart goes to meet
reporters following the
release of the Campaign
2000 report and a round
of intense debate during
question period. Many
of the group’s recom-
mendations will require
action from her depart-
ment along with the

infusion of money from

Finance Minister Paul
Martin.

“Without question,
it’s clear that we’ve been
though some difficult
times as a country. The

ﬁnancnally for us but
we’ve got our house in

‘order,” explains Stewa;jt |

in response to media

iess
“Balderdash,”

responds Broadbent to
Stewart’s claims. “The
country to the south of
us has the highest GDP
in the world. It also has
the highest disparities

| between the rich and the

poor of any of the indus-
trialized nations.”

“What we’ve
seen,” he continues, “is a
decade at the outset

‘where there was some

downturn in the
economy, but a decade
that, quit disproportion-

ate to the downturn,
programs were cutand | count
: slashed that lnt kldsm | each.
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plans to combat poverty. :

Her solutions lie in
an increase to the Na-

of Campaign 2000’s | are searc]
report, Laurel Rothman | place

colder and snow ﬂumm 4
| aren’t far away. Many
famxhcs paymg more

2000 is far more than the
$700-million being
requested by Bradshaw
for housing, and the $2-
billion being promised
by Stewart for new
HRDC programs.

Back at the release |

attempts to outline the
damage child p?bverty' y

tional Child Benefit, a
program that gives
increased benefits to
families with incomes
levels under $26,000 and
increased funding to ]
provincial services and
benefits for low-income
families.

“What we have
found though in the
context of at least the
time we’ve been here is
we have continued to

‘make investments. And
 some of the things that
“have been done, most

particularly, reflect a

‘new relationship with

the provinces and when

we look at the national

_;chxld beneﬁt,” she adds; i

Have you been running around without a
helmet for too long? Finally a fashionable |
solution to the head protection problem! {
Leave it to the Cadre to come up with a
helmet so functional ... yet stylish.

.. thats better ...




