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A Puerile Challenge
Minister

o

In challenging Prime
Diefenbaker to a debate “over 1’
- and television” on Liberal and Con-
servative policies,_as he did here
“on Wednesday evening, Mr. Pearson
“must have known very well the “e
was talking through his hat. He had
* opportunities galore for debating
“policies with the Prime Minister,
Z%face to face,” in the House of " m-
mons, during the long<drawn-out

+to share nuclear information with
’ Lim. But he shows no disposition,

| independently in this manner, will

| mulation will become even more
| difficult when Peking explodes its

“mession recently prorogued; and in- 1

.deed, if there were any political is-
~sues that didn't get a thorough air-
‘Ing in_debate at that time, the elec-
‘tors are unaware of them.

Nothing else but politics seem-
od to be in the minds of members
on both sides during the dymg
weeks of the session. They spouted
#t on every occasion, holding up_the
business of the House, time and
again, with their partisan bicker-
ings. Many of the leading mem®-vs,
including Mr. Pearson, took time
out to make political speeches
across the country as well, but that
was their own affair. They could
slug it out in Parliament as much
as they liked; and they liked it so
much, and kept at it so long, that
the public got heartily sick of the
‘whole performance.

Mr. Diefenbaker has rightly dis-
missed the Pearson challenge as a
puerile one. He was not interes‘ed,
he said, “in providing TV audiences
for others.” Why should he be? Mr.
Pearson was Leader of Her Majes-
ty’s Loyal Opposition in the House
of Commons, and could speak there
with greater prestige than he en-
joys today. Today he still-is 'eader
of the Liberal Party; but there are
other Opposition parties, equally
entitled, through their leaders, to
“face to face” confrontation with
the Prime Minister if he were focl-
ish enough to concede the point
and go on the air with them.

We do not think Mr, Diefenbaker
would be seriously afraid of such
encounters, despite the example
of the fate of Vice-President Richard
Nixon in his televised debates with
John Kennedy in the last U.S.
presidential election campaign. We
think, rather, that he has'regard
for thp dignity of his office, and
for the fagt that our parliamentary
system makes full provision for de-
bate on the leadership level in the
proper place.

Uneasy Interlude

Britain's Prime Minister Harold
Macmillan is  seeing President
Kennedy at Washington this v--k-
end. The agenda of the talks has
been widely forecast and discussed
by the press on both sides of the
Atlantic, the main item being the
possibilities of a Berlin settlement.
Not resumption of atmospheric nu-
clear tests by the United States,
which was already agreed to in the
event of Russia’s continued oppos-
{tion to a supervised test-Ban agree-
ment. The new US. tests are al-
ready under way, and Mr. Macmil-
Jan, presumably, has no intention of
asking President Kennedy to stop
them.

| so faf, The United States probably

{

ess discuss with Mr. Macmillan.
One of them concerns France. Presi-

dent de Gaulle has been seeking nu-

clear weapons and naclear data
from the United States, and is he-
coming more and more insistent on
~this point.
Washington’s response to the
French requests has beeh negative

would prefer to give the French the
know-how than to sell them ready-
made nuclear arms. This course
would at least delay the date when
France would become a full-fledged
nuclear power.

If President de Gaulle would
“behave better” taward NATO, per-
haps Washington would see the way

in return, to strengthen the NATO
alliance. And the question arises,
if the United States assists France

it eventually be asked to assist
West Germany as well? Policy for-

first bomb, and there will be two
Communist nuclear powers, instead
of one, to deal with.

A Serious Problem

‘The nged for a 12.mile Cana®‘an
fishing limit is widely recognized.
Speaking on this subject at Morell
on Wednesday, Hon. Mr. Pearson
recalled that Canada failed by cne
vote several years ago to gain in-

ternational agreement on this meas- ‘

ure. But if Iceland and Norway
could move alone to fix the neces-
sary limit, so could Canada; and a
Liberal government, he pledged,
would .do it.

Mr. Pearson is an expert in in-
ternational affairs, and it may be
that he has the right answer. We
note, however, that at the Fish~es
Council of Canada meeting now in
progress in Quebec Mr. H.L. Payne,
a Vancouver commercial fishing ex?
ecutive, maintained that the only
hope of controlling foreign vessels
fishing in Canadian waters is by in-
ternational agreement. He believed
a bilateral treaty with the United
States should be negotiated at
once, and that Canada should
“strengthen by all means within her
control the International-Novth-
Atlantic Convention.”

Mr. Payne is in agreement with
Mr. Pearson as to the seriousness
of the situation. The invasion of
foreign fishing fleets, he says, is an
accomplished fact in both Atlantic
and Pacific waters, and he cited
numerous examples. It is to be hop-
ed we shall hear shortly from our
own Cabinet representative, Hon.
J. Angus MacLean, on this subject.

| It is his responsibility, as Fisheries

Minister, to seek the best solution,
and he should be losing no time in
doing so.

Low-Rental Housing

New procedure for getting low-
housing rental projects under way
across Canada has been announced
by the Central Mortgage and Hous-
ing Corporation. This will help to
speed up conmstruction of such pro-
jects, but it is emphasized that the
initiative will still depend on the
will of the municipalities involved,
as well as the provinces. This, rath-
er than any procedural difficulty,
is cited as a major barrier to low-
rental housing projects in a num-
ber ot municipalities.

Formerly, the province had to
obtain federal approval before it
could proceed to investigate a pro-
ject. Now, as soon as a municipal
request for low-rental housing is
received, the province will notafy
CMHC, and can proceed at once to

| survey the meed and examine pos-

sible sites. If the province recom-
mends the project, it will still have

| to receive CMHC approval. After
that, comstruction s expected to |

There are many people who be- |

leve the resumption of such tests,
regardless of the excuse afforded
by the Soviet violation of the test
moratorium last year, to be a grave

l

proceed as quickly as possible.

The federal government will
~still pay 75 pefcent of the cost, the
provinee 174 per cent, and the
municipality 7% per cent. The
change in procedure will accelerate
construetion once a municipality ap-
plies for a low-rental project, but
nothing else is changed. A ‘munici-
pality that resists the comstruction
of lowsrental or subsidized housing

decision has been | will cqptinue to have none.
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Communist Farms In-Trouble
United Kingdom

Communism and good farm-
ing do not go together, it seems.

rge-scale, state- dominated

the demands placed on it by a
population, ever increasing in
size. This is the only conclusion |
to be drawn from a survey of |
the farm output in Russia and |

Eastern Europe in 1961.
Despite a steady decline in
ize of peasant holdings

»

By David Floyd
Information

ernment cannot afford to deflect |
the necessary resources for this |
from industry and the arms pro-

Tgramme.

On the other hand the Sowiet
leaders have the knowledge (hat
if they followed the Polish path |
of de-collectivisation and great- |
er freedom for the peasants,

immediatel

sharp increase in farm output.
But this would be a major poli-
tical retreat that the Soviet |
leaders cannot contemplate at

| this time. There is no way out.

At the meeting of the ~Central
Committee in March Mr. Khru-

Service

reforms to meet the situation.
The State is going to try -to
scrape up a little more financial
aid for the farms and o in-
crease material incentives

the farmers. It will also set up

ganizers and inspeetors respon-
sible for getting the best out of
the collective system.

These measures are his an-
swer to a problem which has
baffied Communists every
where for over 30 years. They |
do not appear either sufficient-
ly original or sufficiently sweep-

si
Russia in the latter half of the | shchev proposed a number of ' ing to meet the situation.

19th century, the inadequacy of |
the agrarian reforms initiated
In 1861 and the gradual impov- |

erishment of the peasantry. Rus- |

lion tons,
with the population at about 100
millions.

For the last four years the
gross grain harvest ‘in the So-
viet Union has only once ex-
ceeded 140 million tons and
1959 dropped to 125 million tons.
Meanwhile the population of the
USS.R. is now 220 millions and |
is increasing at the rate of
nearly four million people a
year. In other words, the output
of grain per head of the popul
tion is still at roughly the sa
level as at the beginning of the
century, when the Russian coun-
tryside was in a state of per- |
manent crisis. And this in spite |
of Mr. Khrushchev's emergency |
poliey of bringing hundreds of
millions of acres of unused and
neglected land under the ploush
in Kazakhstan and Western Si-

|
beria ’

ONLY BRIGHT SPOT | the issue

The only bright spot in the |
whole picture of Communist
farming is to be found" in Po-
land. The gross output of Polish |
agriculture last year was eight |
per cent higher than in 1960. |
This was almost double the |
rate of increase provided for in
the State plan

In the principal cereal grains,
in 1961, Polish agriculture re-
corded the highest yields in its
history. Other crops showed _si-

milarly satisf :
livetock cenus revealed a
increase over 1960.
livestock census reveals a § per
per cent increase over 1960. The
proportion of agricultural vro-
duce in Poland’s total expo:ts
rose to over 21 per cent in

The
5
The

The one major difference be- |
tween Poland's farms and the

Meeting At Ottawa
By Alan

Harvey

It
the summit” when Prime Min
and

sters Dief
baker meet in Ottawa next
Monday.

Two leading ministers,

to present the British case or

rope.

Macmillan is likely to find
Diefenbaker a reluctant cus-
tomer’, though perhaps more ac-
commodating than a few months

ago.
Putting things plainly, British
‘ministers are still a little mifted
about Canada’s attitude toward |
Kingdom members

%
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g
g
g
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man in touch with ministerial |
opinion, is that official Ottawa
“totally negative” (b |

BOTH HAVE REASONS

Perhaps both countries have
source for complaint.

The Canadian government has
an election coming up and is
legitimately worried about what
may happen to Canadian trade
when Britain becomes a card-
carrying member of the Eurc-

club.

On Britain’s side, it Is galling
to take the inful  decision
mbout negotiating for entry into
the European Common Markct
and ‘then to be reproached, in

| view.

With
| nomie

ps the

argument advanced by the pro-
European is that Britain
must be strong if it is going to
hold the Commonwealth
gether, and that it can’t be
strong without Europe

CLUB CHANGING

more. any
stand-pat policy based on sickly-
sweet seatimentalism about an

-
ging fast.

Those who visualize Canada,
and suf

Britain's rate of eco-

Up The Colorado

Nafional Geographic Society

men have navigated boats u
the Colorado River between the
Grand 's awesome walls.

In 1869, Major John Wesley
Powell ran the Canyon down-

For the first time in history |
P

{
stream despite the loss of an |
arm in the battle of Shiloh, |

then, many have followed |
in his wake, including tourists |

3 ng
inflatable rafts. But for 91
one rowed, towed, or
boat upstream against
‘s currents
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way 15 to 20 major “rapids and
indreds

to- |

B

tion to noise, so far as concerns
fertility

(Dr. Van Dellen will answer
questions on medical topies if
stamped, self-addressed -
lope accompanies request.

FUNGAL INFECTION
H. L. writes: Can a person
bave histoplasmosis for a num-
ber of years and not know it?
PLY

Yes. Lesions in the lungs sel- | by the Princess Louise's (NB) |
dom cause symptoms, except- | Hussars. At Toronto be will at- |

those ing a common

by the
- | ing class of P.W.C. under t

effect on the first dly_‘l'lllne.

A
badminton players will go to
Summerside Friday to meet a
Summerside team at St. Paul's
Hall, in a friendly game. The
teams are well matched so.the

| play should be. quite exciting.

| TEN YEARS AGO
CApril 27, 1952)
One of the highlights ‘of enter-
tainment at the Techers Con-
| vention held last week in_the
Prince of Wales College Audi-
torium, was fle presentation of
a play entitted “The Royal
Touch”, Teachers Train-
he
direction of Miss Helen Yeo.
Specialties included a solo by
Miss Christine King, a former
teacher, and “Square dancing
for all” directed by Miss Flor-
ine Evans

Brigadier W.W. Reid, DSO,
ED., left fot Sussex, NJB., and
Toronto. At Sussex he inspected

Corps School being conducted

tend the ‘meeting of the Indus-
Prefention  As-

ing resembl!
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rate was reduced from 80 to 5.7 | ing of butter for domestic con- | :3 :hg‘.&mmﬁeb’n%t
per cent. asked to come iplo | Gooernment's action in Parlia-

own
| the United Nations give -hope
the talks will be

’ ment with Katanga. He has eli-

preserving the integrity and the
unity of the Congo.

REPAIRS CRACKS QUICK-AS ) THAT

Comes To You The Way You Like It—Powder Or Paste

most powerful = 1he causative agent is a fungus. | Ottawa.
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hul lesser ones seethe

and churn in never-ending op-

position to attempted passage.
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