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First Negro Slaves Arrived
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her captain rowed ashore
told tobacco man John Rolfe he
had a cargo of “20 Negars” he
wished to swap for food.

The Negroes probably had
been captured as pirate booty
on the high seas. Where they
eame from really didn't matter
much to the colonists. After all,
many were indentured servants
themselves. A few months earl-
fer a boatload of 90 “young
maidens” had arrived from Eu-
rope to hecome wives of the
#irst 90 bachelors who would
put up the price of 20 pounds
of tobacco.

The year was 1619. The May-
flower arrived in 1620,

However wide the chasm of
racial separation was to become
during the succeeding 350 years
not a single segment in the fab-
ric of American life would zo
untouched by the black thread
Intraduced into the country’s
social and cultural loom tf

The people of Jamestown
L')!I'd have suspected none of

this.
WHITES SOLD TOO

e 20 Negroes melted nicely
into their established system of
servitude whereby a man could
be sold, or sell himself, for a
eertain duration. After working
or buying off his bondage he
was as free, white or black, as
any other man. For four de-
eades Negroes lived in Virginia |
on a basis of equality, accumu- |
fating land, voting In assem-
s. There was. no inferiority
attached to skin eolor. That
eame later.

The significance of their ar-
rival in 1619 was that it marked
the first contact between the
American colonies and the At-
lantie slave trade.

For nearly four centurles be-
ginning_about 1500 slave ships
flying Portuguese, Duich, Eng-
Hsh and, finally, American flags
competed for favor on the Afri-

stacked their human
eargo like cordwood in fetid
holds and headed for thriving
markets in the new world. Each
day during the 10-week voyage
they could count on having to
toss a few dead ones over the

i

Most of the slaves mported
in America came the
Guinea coast, the Gold Coast,
Gambia and Senegal—some kid-
napped by whites, most cap-
tured by corrupt African chief-
fains and traded for rum and

guns
When fhe trade finally pelered
out more 5,000,000 Ne-
groes, a conservative guess, had
died hefore they could he sold.

Historically slaves
merely unfortunate folks
happened to have been cap-
tured in hattle or went bank-
rupt. Race wasn't a factor and
there was no stigma of basic
Inferiority attached to their lot.

Portugal, for example, had
elaborate ' codes which ‘made
slavery far from a _hopeless
plight. Families could not be
split up; masters were forbidden
to injure slaves; slaves could |
testify in court, even against
their owners.

LACKED CODE

But in America there were no
slave codes. And only Negroes
were slaves. Thus slavery in the
United States gradually came to
be regarded as the natural con-
dition of the black man.

As It became necessary from
time to time for American law
to define a slave he was de-
scribed variously as “a chattel”
or “real estate” and finally
merely an “article of merchan-
dise.”

Tegally, slaves were incapa-
ble of matrimony, which meant
they could have children but not
families. The law forbade a
slave to learn to read or write,
to leave the premises without a
pass of to assemble with fellow
slaves without a white person
present.” He couldn't testify in
any litigation Involving a white
person.

Eli Whitney's invention of the
cotfon gin made slavery an eco-
nomic necessity as small farms
hecame huge plantations. By
1850 three-fourths of the world’s
coton was being supplied by
the US. Gulf states and plant-
ers felt the economy of the
South depended on slave labor.
To a great many In the cotton
kingdom 1t appeared obvious
that slavery was a positi
good, following the natural order |

of things.
STATUS LOWER

An owner could, of course,
free a slave, thongh in  some
cases it required consent of the
legislature or a $1,000 bond to
ensure his good behavior. But
he still remained the prisoner
of his skin.

In some states the slave
couldn't possess firearms, pol-
#on, dogs or whisky.

As the Negro's legal status
sank Jower and lower so did his |
human status. He became the |
butt of ridicule, the subject of
carical ‘omics who dis-

burnt cork.

But there were those who op-
posed slavery.
¢ Slaveowner Thomas Jefferson
‘wrote I tremble for my coun-

when 1 reflect that God is
that  his )I::!co cannot

sleep forever” a lict
that slavery would be the “rock
upon which the on would

became
George Washington paid $500
or a slave but in 1853 a No. 1
male feiched $1,250 on the New
Orleans market and by 1860 the
price was $1,800. When civil war
came fewer than five per cent
of the South's 8,000,000 people
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John Brown took an opposite bers. Most learned the rudi-
stance, holding that “‘slavery is ments of reading and writing
a state of war." after they were elect
Abolitionist literature flooded of them engaged in
the mails. historian refers to as “a sat
In the South it was contra-|nalia of corrupt expenditur
band and in 1835 a mob sacked | The hatred engendered by
the Charleston, S.C., post office war flamed again.
and burned all the propaganda | Negro rule in the South was
they could find. such an obvious failure that few
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WAHOO! Reckon Co-op’s
“Chow-Boys” are gunnin’
down high prices on your
favorite grub! It’s a rootin’-
tootin’ round-up of “Hot-As.
A-Pistol” FOOD RUYS to
give ya the drop on lower
food bills. So come this-a-
way if you're aimin at savin'
and draw a bead on these
here bargains. Yup — we're
loaded to the hilt with
SURE-SHOT VALUES so
your “Kitchen Rangers” can y
corral a parcel of praise-
praise-winning SAVINGS for
Yyour chuck wagons.

PURITAN

BEEF STEW

2:6

ALL GOOD
BRAND

FRUIT
COCKTAIL

BOYS' AND GIRLS' AMATEUR DOG AND
DOG AND CAT SHOW

Children with Pets are invited to show their dog or eat in

this show. Winners will receive Cups, Ribbons, Silver Dol-

Jars and Pet Food. Contest will be for Best Pet, Pet with

Longest Tail and a number of other contests, too. So come 5

on gang, bring your pet to the Co-op Super Marketl Parking !1“111(\%

Lot on Richmond Street Saturday, Aug. 10th. at 10 a.m.
Sponsored hy: The Quaker Oats Co. Ltd.
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HAMILTON
ASSORTED

BISCUITS

FRESH SHOULDER

PORK ROAST -

FRESH ISLAND GRADE “A” 5 TO 7 LB. AVERAGE

F 0 w L P LB. 330 3 e 89c 2 s 8 4
BOLOGNA 33| mmacte .
MAPLE LEAF SMOKED WHIP mUN
COTTAGE ROLL . 69c| sao CRKES 2% T3c | mours
FRESH SHOLDER DRESSING BIRDSEYE 49 TOMATOES 2 LBS.
PORK CHOPS LB ) 3207 PoL C | rocar GrowN
MAPLE LEAF % " SEABROOK FARMS WAX BEANS 2 -
(4 CHO';)P OE;_JORBE?ZCCO” | coLbEN RIPE
WIENERS = 49| B9 cas e | HARARAL 2 -
U LARGE GREEN
PUSSN BOOTS 2 n 45 CUCUMBERS 2 -

KEN-L RATION

WHITE SWAN

N CAT  FOOD

e % 4 1;27 BRISK
: DOG 4 == ('ToOTH PASTE

4 65 o0 B9 N

ALLEN’S FRUIT 48 OZ.TIN JOHNSON'
DETERGENT POWDER (LRI::P;IE c o iy sy
FAB i 1 09 FRUIT PUNCH

SIZE L] PINEAAP)II‘;,,E WITH ™
GFAPEFRUIT ‘

PURITAN

MEAT SPREADS

3 OZ.

LISTEN TO NEWS AND VIEWS ON GROCERIES — CFCY, THURSDAY, 11 AM.

PREPARED MUSTARD
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