By Thornton
xEDDY FOX LISTENS

slest is he with ready ears
Understanding what _hc hom’-“.

over in the Old Pasture Reddy
Fox- was sitting on his doorstep.
His pointed  black ears were
straight up. His big plume of a4
tail was curled around his feet.
His gharp face was lighted by a
Jgrin,
hallvfm?‘}(cddy put_her head out
of ' the doorway ‘of their den.
“What are you looking so pleas-
ed about?” “she demanded.

Contract Bridge
! By Josephine Culberison

A DOUBTFUL CLAIM

Most experts pride themselves
. on the ability to ferret out hard-
to-reach slam contracts and—
just as important—to stopy short
of bad or dublous slams, but
whether this self-estimate is fully
justified is another question. Take
the following hand tor example.

‘W. Burgess 7
“Listen,” said Reddy. ¢
Mrs. Reddy listened. “I don't

hear anything but a couple of

Grouse drumming,” said she.

“Isn't that emough, my dear?

What more do you want to hear?"

said Reddy.

‘““What are you looking so pleas-
ed about?’’ she demanded.

It was certainly strange that only
one of the North-South pairs in a
team contest reached the slam.
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At one table North-South
regched six clubs with compara-
tive ease, as follows:

The gulls visited the neighbor-
South West North East
1C Pass 1D 1H
1 NT Pass = 8D Pass
4C Pass 6C (final bid)

.West opened a heart, and South
took all 18 tricks.
The auction at the other table,
however, was quite different:

South West North East

1C Pass - 1D 1 NT()
Dble. Pass Pass 2H
Dble. Pass 3H Pass
4H (1), Pass, 5C Pass

Pass  Pass

North said later that he had
passed the double, of one notrump
for a specific purpose: he felt sure
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“I have heard Grouse drum
many times before,” said Mrs.
feddy.

‘“True,” replied Reddy. ‘*So have
I. And every time I hear one
I think how. silly he is. He is
telling everybody right where he
it.”

““Much good that has done you
so far,” said Mrs. Reddy.

“True, my dear,” replied Red-
dy good-naturedly. ‘“‘Old Thunder-
er has been a little too smart
for me so far. Several times I've
almost caught him when he was
drumming, and some day I will
You know what it means when

that East would rescue himself in
hearts, and this would give North
the chance to-cue hid the heart
suit and show his first-round con-
trol,

This was far-sighted reasoning,
but it was ruined by South’s over-
valuation of his own heart hold-
ing. When, on top of doubling two
hearts, he actually bid four hearts
over North’s cue-bid, North
naturally assumed that there was
dangerous duplication of values
in the heart suit, and also natural-
ly, he feared a spade lead. More-
over, this North could scarcely
bid more than he did, considering
that South never rebid his clubs.
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a couple of Grouse get to drum-
ming at each other.”

“I know that it often means
at this time of year,” said Mrs.
Reddy. “It/means a fight.”
‘‘Exactly,”  said Reddy. “And
what is a fight? It is opportun-
ity. Did you ever see two fight-
ers who could think of anything
but the one they were fighting?
You never did, and you never
will.”

““True enough,” replied Mrs.
Reddy. ‘““That is one reason that
it often doesn’t pay to fight. The
winner may lose more than he
gains.”

Reddy had gotten to his feet
while Mrs. Reddy was speaking.

Green Forest, and there was a
sly look on his sharp face. He
was l?!ening to the long roll that
soundéd sp much like distant
thunder.

Mrs. Reddy watched him for a
rmoment, then spoke again. “Are
you thinking of going some-
where?” she asked. .

Reddy turned to look at her,
and grinned. “You've guessed it,"!
said he.

‘“Which one are you going to
try for?”’ asked Mrs. Reddy.

Reddy’s grin was broader than
ever as he replied, “Both!”

“I take it you are going to
wait until they really get to fight-
ing,” said Mrs. Reddy.

“Just so, my dear. Then it
should be as easy to catch two as
one. That will give us one a-'
piece,” declared Reddy, and grin-
ned again.

““I have half a mind to go along
with you,” said Mrs. Reddy.

“Why not?” replied Reddy.
“Two should have twice the chance
of one.” v

So the two red-cpated hunters
left the Old Pasture and trot-
ted swiftly into the Green Forest.
Reddy knew all about that mossy
old drumming log of Thunderer’s,
and the shortest way of getting
there. He led the way now, with
Mrs. Reddy . right behind him.
Now and then they stopped to
listen to the drumming, which
grew louder as they drew nearer,

and nearer.
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AIRLIFT OVER

OTTAWA (CP)—Canadian Pac-
ific Airlines’ airlift contract to
Tokyo has been suspended, the de-
fence department announced Wed-
nesday. Since 1950 the airlift helped
suoply Canadian forces in Korea,
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One letter simply stands for another. In this example A is usel
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trophies, the length and formation of the words are all hintg
Each day the code’ letters are different.
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