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<« BReo \he'

iy would ever
_sut e bud embarked in!
with & full kmowl-dge of the tre |
<u .us odds agsinst us ; but with the ap-|
proval of a just Providen e, which he con |
soientiously believed was' oo ogr side, and|
the united resolve of our people, he doubted |
not that vietory would ecrown our labors.
fie congiuded by exhorting those who are
=ble te bear arms, to upite with those al-|
veady io the army in repeliing the foe, be-
fieving that thereby we would compel the
Yankees in less than tweiye months to peti-|
tion us for peace on our own terms.

At the cosclusion of President Davis,
speech, Governor Smith aro-¢ and read rhe
tullowing preamble and resolutions serigiim.
which were unanimously gdopted as the sen-
siment of the weeting.

** Whereas the pomwonwesth of Virginis,
in concert with other American states, did,
in the year 177G, solemnly set forth that
wheo any form of government becomes des-
tructive of the happiness or dungerous to the
liberties of the peagle, it is the right and the

| Palmer and Walker.

.l Minister's Des-

.wnout considering that Des-

3 one who looks with a discriminat-
wetéye at our Militia laws must see that

1
|
|

| they present an anomaly and loudly eall for|

amendment. :
- | stands at present? It simply

. slouse

..."odo;med lo“nvasiun or eivil commotion.

. wppointment of the|

CouwirTeEs
< prepare an Address in answer to His|
Excellency’s Speeeh — Hon. Messrs. Beer,

Qa expiring Laws—Ilons. Messrs. Palmer,
MeDonald and Goff.

To reeeive tenders for printing the Journal
of this House~1lon. Messrs. Beer, Goff and
Dingwell.

To revise the Journai—Hon. Messrs. Wal-
ker and Henderson.

Qo engrossed bills—Hon. Messrs. McDon-
ald and Beer.

To make grrangements for the publication
of the debates and proeeedings of this House
—~Hoa. Messrs. McDonald and Beer.

Mr. Jumes Rameny was appointed Reporter
to this Hlonse for the present session.

* Resolped, That the postage on all letters
and printed papers, both foreign and inland,
to mexbers of this House, and the postage |
on the same when inland only, from members
of this House, shall be charged to the con-
tingent accounts of the House.”

‘I'he Ceouncil then adjourned until to-mor-
row at three o'clock, p. m.

Wepxespay, March 1, 1805.
Hon. Mr. Beer presented a petition of
divers inhobitants of Squaw Bay, Lot 49,
stating that the present School Act was un-

lother’s way.

W hat is the Militia law as it
gives permis-
gion to the Lieutenant Governor to call out

|the Millitia in case of emergency, such as)

That law as-
sumes thatthe Militia gre in such an eficient
state of organization that they may be culleg
out at any time for active seryice, and it
therefore assumes what is not a l'.w;. It as-|
sumes that every Captain knows his compa-
ny, and that the men kuow their officers,
which I am sure is not the case. !
other hand 1 believe that the very reverse i#
the fact. You might as well leave Charlotte-
town without & fire company or fire 2ngines,
and say it is sufficient to call out the people
when 3 fire takes place. What has experi-
ence taught us? Vi hat has been the result
of neglecting to anticipate daoger in this res-
pect? It hLas been the destruction of pro-
perty far beyond the expense that would
have been incurred in making suitable provi-
sion to prevent the calamity. From my
knowledge of military matters, and [ think
I should have some knowledge of them, 1 may
say that it would be utterly useleas to call out
a fot of undisciplined wen to oppose an invad-
ing army. They would only be in each
Do any of your honors, or do
merchants, for instance, act onthe princl;-lgs
which you suppose to be sufficient in this
case 7 A merchant would not fail to jnsure
his property against loss, and thereby take
the most direct way to prevent the loss of
thousands of pouunds by the payment of a
small sum. We should act upon the same
principle. We should carefully consider our
Militia Jaws and endeavour t¢ put them upon
a sound and efficient basis.

| preparing it, for there

On the |

duty of the peopls to alter or abolish it; in|®uitable to the circumstances of the people,
pursaance, whereof they did declare them- | 8nd that they found it impossible to comply
sclves il.d;pendem states; and whereas her| With its provisions. Unsuitable, inasmneh
separate independence and tiat of the co- 48 it imposed too heavy a burden on the poor
neting states were afterward acknowledged | man with a large family, while the rich wman
by the world ; snd whercas Virginia did | often went free; and iwpossible to be com-
subsequently form, with other states, » com-| plied with, because the uverage duily atten-
mon ngency, fur the mapsgement of their| dance of seholars required by the Act could
foreign affairs, and other spccified general | DOt b2 kept up in the greater number of the
purposes, which said common government or| school distriets——praying that the Act might
ugency received no otlher furtier recognition | be amended . and that the full amount of the
by foreign powers than as the representative | teachers’ ‘ulanes might be paid directly
.,{‘h. seyeral state egyercignties already re- from the 1renlyry, and also that the schools
coguised ; and whereus Virginia, in entering | might be supplied *"‘h,b‘?“ks' &e., by some
into this sssociation or federation, did ex-| compulsory wmeans. Petition laid on the
y veserve for herself, and therefore for | table.

rer co-stades, the right which uttachied to the |
act itselfl of resuming the powers gmmedi
whensoever the sume wight Lo perverted to |
their injury or oppression ; and whereas the |
commonwealih of Virginia diJ, in sovereign |
ccavention, in April, 1861, decide and deter-

Adjourped till to-morrow at eleven o'clock.
Tuurspay, March 2.
Hon. Mr. Beer, chairman of the committee

appeinted to prepare an an address in answer
to His Excelleney’s speech at the opening ol

Hon. Mr. DixewerL : 1 do not apprehend
such immediate danger as his honor who has
just spoken. I hope the day is far distant
when there will be a necessity for calling out
| the Militia—the day when this or any other
| House will be under the necessity of passinza
| Militia law which would entail any addi-
| tional expense or trouble upon the people.
| L expect this House will consider the interests
| of the labouring community, and not pass
any law which would cause trouble and ex-
pense to the people. I have seen a great
deal of trouble and expeuse incurred by
calling out the Militia under the old law,
without any corresponding benefit ; and the
repeal of that law, which was found necessary
has been a great benefit to the people. 1
have seen men come A few minutes too late
to the place of drill, and an arbitrary captain
would have them fined or punished in some
other way, and the same might occur again ;

!
|

tiyation of flax ou secount of the trouble ol‘!
is greag labor in pre-
paring 16 by hand. ~As our soil is well
adapted for its growth, I belieye it might be |
successfully raised for exportation, for I find |
that it is worth 7s. 6. per stone in freland |
in the raw state, | was informed by Judge
Peters that he had raised flax as an experi-
went., that he had it prepared for shipping
to the old country us & spacimen of what the

| [sland could produce, but unlortunately it

pever reached its destination, as by sowe
accident it was damuged on bourd the ves-
el in which it was shipped, which s so

|mueh to be regretted, as I underetand
| that the sample was pronounced by the

experienged parties who prepared it to be
a superior article. It is necessary to haveit
prepared by machivery, butifa mill were
established for that purpose it would proba-
bly remain nearly idle for four or five years,
until a sufficient quantity of the article were
grown to keep it employed. 1t would there-
fore be necegsary to encourage some person
to establish o mill by a legislative grunt or
otherwise, Ihold in my hand a very valu-
able paper published in" Ireland in 1862, by
the North Bast Agricultural Association,
giving a very full explanation of the cultiva-
tion and prepuration of flax, which any ol
your honors can peruse. We haye no mines
or minerals, and your honors know that
every species of agriculturaland some manu-
factures should be encouraged to the utmost.
It is considered that the flux grown on vne
acre of land i3 worth £20 sterling, and that
the preparation of it eosts £3, leaving o pro-
fit of £15. It does not require yery rich
land. Meadow land will give good flax, and
it requires very little attention. The reason
why 1t is not more gencrally cultivated is
the great labour of preparing it by baod.
If one mill were estublished, 18 would en-
courage the cultivation ot it, and we would
goon have them as plenty as carding wills.

Hon. Mr. DiNewELL : | um happy to hear
so much abous the cultivation ot flax. 1
would like to see it encouraged, for our soil
18 well adapted to its growth. His honor,
the speaker beiore the last (Mr. Beer).
thinks many farmers in the country do not
know how to caltivate their farms, but 1
think reform should cowmence at home.
The furms near the city are overgrown with

those at a greater distance from town.
kuow how to kill weeds.
it.
taken up the encouragement of agriculture,

and 1 will support any practicable mcasure
for that purpose.

weeds, and not nearly so well cultivated as|
it is|
evident that the furmers near town Go not}
They wani some |
person among thew to show them how to do
1 am glad that the Government has

|
Ordered, That the same committee wh.o
prepared the address be a committee to wait
upon His Excellency to ascertain whea he
will be pleased to receive it.
Resolved, That the address be presented to
His Excellency by the whole House.
Adjourned till to-morrow at eleven 0 clock.

IIOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

DEBATE ON THE ADDRESS IN ANSWER
TO THE GOVERNOR'S SPEECH.
Tuurspay, March 2, 1865.
The fipst four paragraphs of the Address
having been again read, were agreed to with-
out discussion. When the adoption of the
5th paragraph was moved, Hou. Mr. CoLs
addressed the Committee to the following
effect :— i
There is no doubt, Mr.Chairman, that this
House will give due attention to the subject
ot the paragraph which has just been read,
and 1 wish that the Government had done
likewise. They have received the Report of
the Conference held at Quebee, and, that |fc-
ing the case, they should have met the Legis-
lature with a decided declaration of opmion
on the subject of the Union of the Colonies.
On a guestion of such importance—the most
| momentous that ever was submitted, to the
consideration of the Legislature of the Island
—a question involving the interests of all the
North American Colonies—I assert that the
Government should have given a decided ex-
pression of opinion, and L am sorry that they
| have not taken the responsibility of declaring
their policy ; instead of doing so, they have
brought the subject before us as being non
political.  While I admire the man who
maintains an opinion of his own, and admit
that, in political parties,the several members
must often yield their individual views, yet,
when a great general principle is involved,as
in the present question, the people have the
right to know what are the opiunions of the
Government which they placed in power.
When that great supporter of the Conserva-
iive party in England,Sir Robert l’ccl,dnlli:rcd
from his colleagues on a great public question,
he took his own ground, and was respected
by men of all parties tor his ind.vpcndcnt
spirit. It may besaid that under this scheme
of Confederation, the principles of Responsi-
ble Government are maintained, but the peo-
ple will view it with caution, it mot m(iﬂ_ﬁud
| with the terms. One gentleman has publish-
ed the statement that a majority of the Gov-
ernment is opposed to the Union ; but if that
he a faithful expression of opinion, their aets
|are inconsistent with it; no Government
| takes its opponents into its confidence. In
New Brunswick a member of the Executive
resigned his seat and office, rather than rc-

Hon. ArsorNEY Gengrar: The progress of [ main to listen to the plans of a policy he did

agriculture, and the importation of improved {not agree with, We have a similar case

g o S8 ' ine | but it is our duty to guard the interests of
mine .that the circumstances had arrived | the present Session, reported the following | bu ) 4

whish wsde it her imperative Juty, as it was dnltft thgrc«»(, which was received and read
bier indisputable right, to withdraw from the | ® ont i, s

ussocintion known as the Uoited States of | To His Excellency Georoe Duxnpas, Esquire,
Aweriea, and resume ber separaie sovereign- | Licutenant Governor, §c¢. §c.

ity ; aod whereas this, her logitimate act,| May i1 pLEASE YoUR Exceriescy ;

hes been followed by an atrocious war upon| We, the members of the Legislative Coun-
ner, and vpon the states with which she uub—‘cil. in our legislative eapacity convened,
scquently formed & new confedcrution, by the | request that your Excellency wi'l receive our
stazes from which she and they withdiew, | thanks for the Speech delivered by yoa at
{or the purpose of subjecting her and them | the opening of the present Session.

to the absolute and tyrannical dumination of | [t affords us much happiness in accepting
the United States; and wher as, after four your Excellency’s congratulation on the ge-
years of hostilitics, conducted, on the part of | neral prosperity of this Island, and we cor-
Gur cuemies, with a barbarity equalled ocly | dially unite with your Excellency in an ex-
by the wickedness of their desigus, their au-| pression of gratitude to Almighty God for
thorities did invite a conference, wish a view | the abundant harvest, amongst other bless- |
tguneoublish-em of peace, which nvita- | ings, which haye been bestowed on
tion was responded to by the confederate au- | people of this Colony during the past year. |
thorities ; and whereas it appears, from lhe} Your Excellency, in compliance with the
report of the confederate commissioners to | resolation
eand eonferenece, lhu} it was declared on the| pointed delegates to comfer with delegates
part of our enemies, that nothing sliould appointed by the Governments ot Nova
terminate the existing war but our uncondi-| Scotia and New Bruuswick on the subject of
tiona! submission to their yoke and acknow-|a Legislative Union of the Maritime Pro-
ledgment of their absolute avchority ; that|yiuces, we will respectfully receive from your
wherr faws for the couliscation of our property | Excellency the corres;ondence on this sub. |
wnd execution of our citizens should be en-
forced by judges and other ufficers whow they | rence of the Delegates.

would IFPU"“ for that purpuse ; thas the| ‘There having been a second Conference to
valy palliation of our wretchedness should! consider the wider question of a General

be the voluntary merey of those who fur| Union of the British North American Pro-|

four years have murdered our people and | vinces, and your Excellency having nomi-
ravaged oor homes ; that our social system | nated delegates to proceed irom this Island

| the people, and [ know there is gooa sense
| enough 1n this building not to iwpose un-
necessary trouble upon them.

Hon, Mr. Lorp : It isall very well for usto

that the Government will have something to
do with framing the :measure ; yet it is our
duty, as far a8t lies in our power, to guard
against imposing unnecessary trouble and
expense upon the people. We have heard u
good deal from his honor from the first dis-
trict of Queen’s County (Mr. ilenderson)
about insuriag ships, and other matters quite
irrelevant to the subjecv: but 1 am glad that
| gentleman has spoken, and | presume that

| be has expressed the opinion ol the Govern.
| And L dare say his honor, who has
the | geen so maeh service, will use all his influence

went.

to get a very etringent maasure pussud.

’ Hon. the Presipext : [ do not think it is
passcd last Session, baving ap-| worth while to occupy the time of the House
| in discussing this question now, or that it is
‘uny use to anticipate the measure that is
[llkel_v to come before us
comes before us we will give it our earnest
The present Militia law is
: ) D=1 certainly an anomaly ; and under the old
ject, together with the Report of the Confe-| Militia law the people were callad out more
| for a spree than anything else, owing to the
were no proper drill officers
provided, and it was therefore thought better
I do not think the |
| people would objeet to being called out for|

When the bill

| .
| consideration.

! fuct that there

| to leave them at home.

express our oyimou. but we must remember |

had a seat in the Legislature.

in all parts of the Island at the present day.

| impatience of the people,

stock, have always had wy support since 1 |nearer home, and no man of honor will con-
Aond though | sent to act as a spy.
I have met with prejudice, and encountered
opposition, and will probably do so again, : ;
| yet L am not discouraged; for, as was very | I mean ta convey no imputation on that gen- |
properly observed by his honor from George- | teleman: but T blame the Government for
twown (Mr. McDonald), the benefits resulting | professing one set of opinions and appointing
from the encouragemcnt given to agriculture | to so important an office a gentleman who en-
and the importation of stuck are perceptible itcrlnins views entirely opposite.

Here we have the Goy-
fernment putting into the situation of their
[only legal adviser a red hot opponent.

The Gov-
ernment are playing fast and loose, and are

1t is true, the old wodel farm did not succeed [not agreed among thomselves on this great
according to the expectations of the country ;
but I believe it was owing, not 80 much to |scveral teams employed in removing a build-
the mismanagement of the farm as to the |ing which they did by pulling together, but
However, 1 think | had he set them to work in opposite direc-

guestion, The other day the leader had

[ the little discussion we have had is of as|tions he would have failed in his ohjeet.
[ mueh importance to the Colony as mwany we | This is like the position of the Government,
| have had at greater length upon other sub- |and this 1 what I disapprove of. If the
| jeets ; and I trust that what has been said, |members of Government are not a party en-
| and the hight which has been thrown on the | tertaining the same political views, in what
subject, will not be lost upon the people of | position are we placed? If the majority of
| ths Istand. T do believe that flux ¢,uld be | the Council are opposed to this measure,they
| cultivated on this Island to a w ry great ex- | have to trust to their opponents in the House,
tent. | have come to that opinion from |the Col. Secretary and the Solicitor General,
| what littie information [ have gathered upon (il the latter be yeelected, to carry out their
[ the suhject, for | have no kaowledge of it|views. I, for one, have no eonfidence in the
myself 1
persons interested in the prosperity of the !mcn are the only officials here.  Last year
| Colony will take up the culiivation of l.lmtfthc Govermment treated this uu?v_)(.'n'l very
article, and 1 hope that a hiberal grant will |cautiously, the then Leader asserting shat
| be given for the encouragement ol agricul- | the duty uf. the delegutes was but to report
| ture this session. i hope our agricultural |the pruvccnhng_'_rn_)f the Convention. 1 myself
societies will be resuscitated and established ‘snid that the Union would be mno h;m-rit_ to
upon a more populur busis. [ am awuare |the people of the Island, and voted against

I think the time is at hand when ‘nwn-drpnrlnwnt:.l system, and these gentle- {

no personal allusions, to
on the general question of
of the Colonies,

Hon. Mr, CoLgs.—I have no pereonal ob-
jections to the gentleman who was the hon,
‘member for Georgetown, 1 merely referred
to him because having declared bimeclt so
decidedly in favor of Union, his nmmmtment
might séew to indicate that the Government
were disposed to support the scheme.

Hon. Mr. Davigs.—It would have been
rather a strange proceeding to have inserted
in the address anything decided on the sub-
jeet of Union. There is a great difference of
opinion on the question, and it would cer-
tainly be premature to pronounce upon it
until all the papers containing information
on the subject are laid before the House. £
for one, am rather in favor of a Union of the
Colonies ; but T am opposed to the terms con-
tained in the Report of the Quebec Conler-
ence. We ought to contribute towards our
defence, and therefore I would not object to
the expense of the proposed Union on this
ground ; but it would be untair to burden us
with the cost of constracting railways and
making canals in Canada, from which we
wonld derive little or no benefit. When the
Despatches on the subject, however, come
down will be the proper time to discuss the
werits of the question. I cannot agree with
the hon. leader of the Opposition that we
should have appealed to the people if we
could not construct a Government unani-
mously opposed to the Union scheme.

Hox. Mr. LoxeworTi.—Before we come
to a decision on the Union gquestion, we
should possess full information on the subject,
and from whom can we obtain the informa-
tion more satisfactorily than from the Dele-
gates themselves who attended the Confer-
ence? These hon. gentlemen, however, at
this stage of our procecdings, are not in a
position to consistently enter into explanations
on the sabject of their deliberations. We
therefore should wait and not come to a vote
on this question until the Report of the
Delegates on,and the correspondence relative
thereto, are laid before us.  The hon. leader
of the Opposition seems to be desirous of
amusing himself,or perhaps feeling the pulse
of his own party, by his experimental and
rather singular motion ; for it is evident that
he has not consulted his party. One of his
supporters, the hon. and learned member for
East Point, is dissatisfied with the resolution
which he has proposed ,and intends, it appears,
to submit one himself, expressive of his own
views. The hon. leader of the Opposition
censures the Govermment because they have
not defined their policy and assumed the
respousibility of dictating to the people on
this grave and momentous subject, which
affects alike the interests and well being of
all classes, races, and political parties in this
Colony. It would, in my judgment, be

the pl‘upoel:d Uunion

at this early stage of our proceedings, and
before the other Provinces had given their
voiee on the subject, to anticipate the action
and deeision of those Provinces,and to declare
their opinion on the proposed scheme of Con-
federation. In Nova Secotia, where every
member of the Government is in favor of the
measure,they have not made it 2 Government
question. If this was decmed a prodent
course in Nova Secotia, certainly it would
have been impolitic for the Government of a
small Colony like this to have taken a more
decided step.  Our proper course is to make
the matter an open question, and thereby
allow all parties the opportunity of discus-
sing the subject freely, and of recording their

judgment. I, for one, am determined to do
no act to prejudice the constitutional right of
the people to decide on this great question,
as 1 conceive it to be our duty to return to
the people intact the rights and the constitu-
tion with which we were entrusted and which
we were bound to uphold when we were eleet-
ed to this House. This is my view of the sub-
jeet, and it has also been ably and well laid
down by the hon. leader of the Government,

shali be imwediately upturned, and hereafter |
regulated at their wiil; that the upiform
whieh our soldiers bave made s honourable
must be etripped from their persohs, and the
flag, vader whieh they have soolten mal’clmd’
to victory, wust be trailed in the dust and |
chrown away forever ; therefor: be it

** Resolved, That we, the citizens here as-
sembled. do spurn with the indignation due|
to 80 gross an insult the terms on which the |
President of the United States has proffered |
peace to the people of the Confed rate States. |

** Resolved, That the circumstane

which that proffer has been wady add to the |
outrage, and stamp it as a desigued and pre- |
meditated indigoity to our people. {

** Resolved, That our profoundest gratitude |
i# due to the soldiers who, for four years, |
l:ave maintained our liberties against the ut-|
most effurts of our enemies ; and that, whilms
w6 look ¢o them toillustrate in the future the |
{ame of the past, we will sustain their effy
by every means and resource at
wand.

**Resolved, That in this presence, and in
the face of the world, reverently invoking
therewo the aid of Almighty God, we renew
our resulve to maiutain our hiberties and in-
dependence ; and to this we mutua!ly pledge |
our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor.

our com- |

Sueiwax’s Wugrganours.—The telegraph
reports dSherman tu bave been at Camden, S.
., on Saturday last. This s a flourishing
town, in the Kershaw D.strict, situated on
the bank of the Wateree river, 32 miles north
of Columbia, 142 miles N. by W. of Char-
leston.  The river is navigable for steamboats
to this place. Camden is surrcanded by a
ferule distriet, in which eotton and maize
flourish, or did unce flourish, in abundance. |
1t evntains an academy, an arsenal, a Lank
and four or five churches. There are, like-
wise, two or three cotton factories in the vi. |
cigity. Camden, the reacer of Carolina
bistory may remember, is the scene of the
buttle fought during the revolutionary war
(Auz. 1780) between Gen. Gates and Lord
Corowallis.  Also, of a second battle in the
following year between Gen. Greene and
Lord Rawdun. Sherman, hence, iz on classic
ground.

S ————
FRANCE AND MEXICO.

Le Nord says :—** There was & weeting of
the Privy Council on the 4th in Paris, und
we are inforwed that the atfairs of Awerica
and the convection they may have with the
Mexican ewmpire formed the principal object i
of the meeting. France is not without some |
unessiness as to the attitude tie United|
States may assume toward the n.w empire, |
when the conclusion of the war has pluced |
at the disposal of the republic a large and |
tried army, with cumerous and sgilled offi-
cers, aed a four yea's' struggle hos changed
& state, hitherto exclusively devotod to com-
wercial and waritime interests, into a mili-
tery state, disposing of immense furces. The
reeent resolutions of the Washington Seaate
@ust have assisted in increasing tliis uneasi
ness. Nevertheless, according to the eur-
respondeat, the discussion in which the Privy
Counenl was engaged ended in this resolu-
tion—that for themoment it would he wrong
to give way to exaggerated fears; and that,
in the face of the pucific aud concilistory us-
surances which Awerican diplowacy conti-
nues to give, the best eourse tu udopt 18 to
whetain provisionally from all wovements,
without, Lowever, indulging in & fulse se-
eurity."’

The Halifax Chronicle of the 1t instant
says: We loarn by a communieation kindly
furnished by J. Duneier Iremain, Eoq.,ageot
us Port Hood for the Board of Underwriters
ot New York, that the brig previously report-
ed io the iee near the former place was bonrd-
ed by twe men, on the 24th uli. Tley
nearly lost eheie lives in the attemt, as the
ice, before their retarn, had parted from lhr’
shore, and drifted Norchward, carry them to
Cupe Mabou, where they were tak n off by
& toat, They had been ou the ice one vight|
wnd u part of the day without food. The
brig is pew. without anchors, exbles, rudd
bost ur ballust; and is only partly rigged. [t
io stuted thet about two wnd & balf wenths
wgo she was driven out of some harbor of
river in Prines Edwurd Islund. The wmen onf
buard, Sive o ubl, were well and not suffering, |
but were gesting short of provisions. Thcyl
expect, when the ice moves, 1o get sither to
éiss Strait of Cunso, or back to

to attend such seeond Conference at Quebec,
we will be prepared to receive a copy of the
Resolutions adopted at this Conference, as

Her Mujesty’'s Principal Secretary of State
for the Colunial Depariment, so soun as your
Excellency will be pleased to cause
be laid before us.

The momentous question to which these
documents relate shall receive our earnest
consideration.

forth the
Minister.
We shall be ready to take into our consi-
deration the efliciency of the Militia Laws at
present in force in this Colony, and to give
our careful attention to any measure sub-
mitted to us which may be calculated to ob-
viate thnse objections to them which have

nister.

| drill if suitable officers were provided for that| ;. » prejudice exists against such socicties

| pur pose.
|~ Uon. Mr. Beer :

| premature to enter into a discussion on this

| subject just now.

| ple.
{~ Hon Mr.

| address.

| Clausc agreed to.
Sixth Clause read.—
Hon. Mr. McDoxarp:

|ery

[ shall be satisfied to ex-

b . | press my opinion on this suhject when the |
well as the despatches on this sabject from | |1l comes befors the House, as I thnk it is/|

I would not support any |
them to | measure which I thought would impose un-
| necessury trouble and expense upon the peo-

Dinoewers: It may be time
g {enough to discuss this subject when the bill |
It is very gratifying to learn that the Vo-|eomes before us, but I hope your Honors will |-+ *
es under | Juntesr movewent in this Colony hae called | 4110w more time for the consideration of the 4 2"

. . 3 - dices will be overe "
approbation of the Colonial b} than you have allowed to consider thas 3" 00 will by oveammese

Respecting that |
clause I would merely remark that I am very |
glad that the Government have taken up the

: » @ | question of agriculture, or the encourage-

rté | attracted the actention of whe Colonial Mi-| yent of the agricultural industry of the coun-

It was always considered by the late|

| Sowe think that because they have not a so-
| ciety in their own immediate neighborhood,
that therefore they derive no benefis from it ;
| but this is an erronevus id=a. Every society
| must have a local censre; and though those

pate wore largely in its benefits, yet those
| who ure more remote will also derive some
| advantage from it. It is impossible to re
| move such objeetivns.  Schoolhouses, and
shops of all kinds, ure liable to the same ob-
I trust, however, that thoss pre-
I can recolleet the
tme when people thought it was no use to
' ry to raise turnips in this country, saying

shown that they can be raised as cheaply
liere as in any coustry in the world. The

stock through the long winters; and [ feel

But the question now comes
[up in a new shape. We have a new cousti-
[ tution signed and approved of Dy members of
| the Government,and our position would have
| been very different if we had for consideration
{merely the report of what had been done.

| the delegation.
|

in the imwmediate vieimity of it will puruci-‘5 I'he present position of the Government is

{such that it is our duty as representatives of
| the people, to express our opinion on their
| conduct. The fact that they bave an Attor-
| ney General who is not a member of the ex-
:cvuli\'v, and the recent appointment to that
body of two gentlemen of opporite sentiments,
require that the expression of our opinions
| should accompany the paragraph before the
| Committee, before it goes forth to the publie.

that they would not grow, or that the flies | We have had 8o many changes in the Govern-
would et them all up; but experience has |ment of late, that it 1s bard to say whether it

|18 now a new Government, or merely the old
one with a new head. Were it based on

turnip erop has been a vast advantage to oar | constitutional principles, it would have been
farmers Liere in assisting to support their |reconstructed, every member going back to

| his constituents. It would have been better

a deeision should be give in favor of the
Union echeme.  We have now however, as a
House, no data to work upon,and therefore 1
repeat that it would be premature at present
| to enter upon a discussion of the subjeet, or
come to any resolution hearing upon it.

at which 1 am aiming, namely, to draw out
an expression of opmion from the Govern-
ment.  Should a dissolution of the House

Y
Deeply seneible of the vast importance of | |iberal Government to be a question of the
Agricultire,
reasonable measure to promote its further | (on of stock, in the purchase and working of
encouragement, and the improvement of the | the model furm, and in the encouragewent ol
Stock and the Soil of the Colony. agriculture 1n various ways. Though the
The House then went into committee on | money was not as judiciously experded as it
the above dralt address,—llon. Mr. Goff in | probanly might have been, yet the good ef-
the chair. feets of it arestill apparent. It is a question
The first four clauses were agreed to with- | of very great importance, and I hope the Go-
out any discussion. | vernuient will deal with it in a liberal spirit.
Fiith clause— No money ever expended in the Colony has

a8 the first of the resources of | st i ane Yol } e
’ : mportance to the Colony, and they ex- 3 nrpadsy -9 | oies as they have done.
this Colony, we will readily concur in any| pended a very large amount in the I-mp’“_m‘! promulgated, and the enconragement given | Cies as they have done

| assured that its extensive cultivation is /il the Government had waited for the opinion
owing, in u great measure, to the knowledge | of the Legislature,before filling up the vacan-
So much has appear-

| to it by the agricultural societies. [ there-

llure think it beboves every person who de-

our industry. Qur agricultural resources
are all we wili have to lvok to in a few years.
Shipbuilding cannot endure long, as the ma-
terials will soun be exhausted. When our
population is increased to a much greater

sires the prosperity of the country to sup- ]nf the Committee by harping on it.
port and encourage this particular branch of |

Hon. Mr. Lorp : 1 would not support that
clause if [ thought it would render 1t binding
upon me to vote for a bill to authorise the
calling out of the Militia for the purpose of
being drillel. Under the present law, the
Militia may be called out in case of war,
eivil comwmotion, or other sufficient emer-
gency, and | think that is sullicient. Why
call the inhabitants of the I[sland away from
their proper avocations to spend several days
in drilling when it is not required? That
was the cuse under the old Militia law, bat
it was found to be oppressive, without any
corresponding benefit, and was therefore
repealed.

Hon. Arry. GexeraL: That appears to be
the most prominent paragraph in the Speech,
with the exception of the one relating to the
Conference on the Union of the Colunies, but
the answer dues not oblige the House to ac-
cede to any slteration 1o the Militia law
upon any defined priociple. [t merely says
we will give our utmost attention to the
measure. | am not prepared to say at pre-
sent what weasure will be Juid before the
House, or to what extent ulterations are
proposed to be made ; but I can imagine of
what nature they are likely to be. Iso far
agree with the Secretary of State, that eur
Militia laws are very incilicient, and without
a parallel in any of the British Colonies.
And though it may be an unpopular mea-
sure—though we may be unwilling to puss
any stringent or burdensome Militia Law—
yot I feur the time has come when it is ne-
cessary to see that our Militia laws are put
upon a sound basis. At present they impose
oo burden upon the people; but every part
of the British realm 1s suppused to be under
an obligation to contribute towards its own
deience ; and it is our obligation that each
wman should do his share of defending his
country. And if «ll the neighbouring Colo-

| been a greater advantage to 1t than that spent
in the importation of improved stock, in the
encouragement of the growth of grain of d.f-

of different kinds. It is well known that the
grain grown in this Island is as good, if not
superior to thut grown in any of the neigh-
bouring Colonies. Io travelling through oae
of the neighbouring Colonies last Autumn 1
observed that one of their principal articles ol
culture was flax, and it is an article which I
would like so see¢ encouragel here.  Our soil
is well adapted to 1ts growth, and if it were
cultivated to any extent a trade would be
]opened up, it would be puchased by specula-
tors and exported in the raw state. Or, if it
were grown in euflicient quantities to justify
the erterprise, it is not unlikely that we
would have it manufactured in the Island by
machioery.

Hon. Mr. Beer: [ would just remark that
I cheerfully echo the sentimeuts expresscd by
his honor who has just sat down. 1 was very
glad to hear that the Government were tak-
ing up this question, for we are almost en-
tirely dependent on the agricultural resour-
ces of the Colony. and yet there are many
persons in possession of farms who do not
kuow bow to manage them. When agricul-
ture flourishes the whole comwunity
fourishes. Merchants, and all other classes,
are dependent, to a great extent, upon agri-
culture, and it is therefore evident that it is
the daty of the Government to pay particu-
lar attention to this branch of industry. A
model farm, I believe, would be of great ad-
vantage, if & suituble person could be got to
take charge of it. Stock of the best kind,
and more suitable to the Island than thoge
imported , could be raised upon it, and at far
less cost.  With respect to the cultivation of
flax, I believe our soil is adapted to its
growth, and 1 think it might be cultivated
It it were exten-

ferent kinds, and for the importation of seeds

extent, the attention of our people may be
turned to the fisheries, and they will want
plenty of supplies, which will cause o demand
tor the produce of the soil. It is therefore
incambent upon us to throw aside our pre-
|judices, and give liberal support and encour-
|agement to our agriculturists ; and [ think
| we confer a benefit upon the illiberal and
narrow-minded man when we take a little of
his means and expend it for that purpose.

Hon. Mr. Brer: The model farm was
broken up justat the time when it was likely
to be a bencfit to the Colony. There was a
large number of young cattle on the farm,
and they were sold at a great sacrifice. 1
uny enterprise of the kind 18 undertaken
again, 1 hope people will have more patience.

Hon. Mr. Lorp: 1 am glad to hear that
we are likely to have a model farm again;
but who broke up the old wodel farm? [t
was established by the Liberal Government,
and was in a thriving condition when it was
broken up through the opposition of a few
individuals when that Government was geing
down. Those individuals would almost raise
heaven and earth at that time to get the Li-
beral Governm:nt broken up. I was very
sorry that that farm was broken up. It
was ulmost paying at the time. There was
& number of excellent young stock upon it.
The first stock that were purchased were of
inferior breeds, so the enterprise became un-
popular, and a few individuals got up a hue
and cry against it. The consequence was
i that 1t was broken up, which wuas a great
loss to the Colony. If it were in operation
now, we would not bave tu pay £1000 for
three or four horses. Far better horses, and
more suitable to the wants of the country,
could have been raised on that farm. [ would
pay £25 or £30 out of my ewa pocket to
establish such a model farm again,

Hou. Mr. DixeweLL : The cause of that

jed through the press on the subject of Con-
| federation, that [ shall not occupy the time
| [ will
put my opinions on record hy moving a reso-
lution which embodies my vicws on the policy
of forming a Government, some members of
which sanction one line of policy, and others
the reverse. Whoever may be in power,it is
but right that they should shew their colors.
I now move the following amendment :—

IHon. Mr. Pore.—"The hon. leader of the
Opposition, Mr. Chairman, must be very
cager to show his hostility to the Government
when he would propose such an amendment
to the Address as that which he has just sub-
witted. It has nothing to do with the real
| subject before the Committee ; the paragr: ph
{under consideration does not express any
opinion either in favor or against a union of
the Colonies. Ile seems to be in great haste
{to declare his opposition to the proposed
| Confederation, but if he would go and read
éhls own speech delivered at Ottawa on the
| question it ought to bring the blush of shame
| to his face. lIle has moved a vote of want of
| confidence in the Government, and assigns as
his reason for this procedure that he has
heard certain members of the Exeentive state
that they were in favor of Union. When
the Despatches and other papers on the sub-
Jjeet are laid belure the House, and the ques-
tion comes up in due form, it will be fully
dealt with. If the hon. member, however,
wishes an assurance a8 to the course the Gov-
ernment will pursue, I can tell him that we
have no intention to force this matter dpon
the House or people—that the Government
{is not in favor of the scheme,and therefore it
was not submitted as a Government measure.
When it comes up properly they will not
hesitate to give au expression of opinion on
the subject. The hon. leader of the Opposi-
tion may suppose that some of the supporters
of the Government will not approve of the
appointment of one who advocates Union to
a seat in the Executive ; but I can assure hon.
members that there is no disposition on the
part of the Government to take advantage of
the country on the question. No decisive
action in favor of Union will be taken until
the opinion of the people is btained at the

1ls

Hon. Mr. Hexsuey.—This subject of a

nies have thought it necessary to put their | very great advantage.

farm failing was, in my opinion, that it was | Union of the Colonies being one of the most

| Militia Jaws on an efficient basis, I do not see
how this Isiand is to elaim any exemption
[ think it would be good policy, especially at
the present time, to take up those laws and
show the Mother Country our good disposi-
tion—show that we are not disposed to shirk
our share of the responsibility of defending
our eountry. By showing a disposition of that
kind, it may go far to prevent the British
Goverament {rom hposing semething more

sively cultivated, we might have wanufacto-
ries established on the Island, and we ro-
quire somethiug of that sort to give employ-
wment to a large number of our population
who have very little to do through our long
winters. Frowm one to two thoasand of the
population of this city have very little to do
through the winter, who might be profitably
employed in manufactories. We might also
have sn oil mill and manufacture Imseed o1l

estublished too much on political prineiples
1t was mads too much & party question ; and
if another were established on tue sawme prin-
ciple, it would meet withi a similar fate. T'he
Government will always besubjact to chang.,
and an enterprize of that kind should be kept
us free us possible from political influence.
Hon. the Presipent: [ do not think it was
established upon political principles. W hen
the subjecc was broughg before the lower

momentous which has ever come up for con-
|sideration before this House, it does strike
me as very irregular that it bas not been
made a Government question. They should,
|in view of the great interests which it invol-
| ves, have come down with a decided policy,
instead of a negative one as they have done.
It is impossible to ascertain from the views
ot members of the Government expressed
outside of this House, or from the Address

lor our own purposes. The seed, after the
oil was extracted, would be valuable for
feeding stock during the winter. [ am pleas.
ed to think that the Government are about
to initiate something of this kind.

Hon. Mr. Gorr: I am glad that your

burdenwome and ohjectionable upon the peo-
ple. 1 thiak it wou'd be wiss poliey now,
when it i1s suid that great changes are soon
¢ bebrought, ub & 0 leave no cause for 0 /m-
plaint of that kind against the colony. Bet-
ter to aceede to u little inereased taxation, or

branch of the Legislature, it was generally |before us, what course they intend to pursue.
sepported by all parues. I think the real | I have some ohjection to the resolution pro-
cause of its being broken up was the want of | posed by my friend the hon. leader of the
asuitable person, who had a thorough know- | Opposition ;" I consider it too personal, I
ledge of such things, to take churge of tie |have nothing against the gentleman alluded
farm, and earry out the enterprise. I do | to in that resolution on personal grounds;

- E. Island ' gall forth ; bus, iodependent of that weusure,

b assar | mav Sght or retreal Wilh uppuuny.

put up with a littde inevngenience now, than
bave & more burdensome wnd intolerant mea-
sure imposed upon us for all time to come
1 would udewe the House to aet 1n u spiritc of
triotiww, sed show thut we de Bot wish to
behwd our neighbors in doing eur part.
Hoa. Me. Hesverson: | would nut wish to
anticipate any rewuarks which the bill might

honors io discusing the paragraph before us,
have alluded to the cultivation of flux, for I
believe there is muthing that would tend
woere to the advaneewcut of our intercsts
thsn the growth and manefaeture of that ar-
ticle for our own cousumption, and also for
exportation. Country peopls often complain
that, though the price of cottom is 8o very

high, yet they dv not like to go into the cul

not think they gave it a faic tisl : but yet 1
cannot think that it was broken up through
political influenee.

Hon. Mr. DiNeweLy: I understood that
the right wan was not io the right place on
account of his politieal priociples.

Clause agreed to,

address agread to without any smendment,

House resumed, and chairman reported at the Executive board. Before the discus-

jon the contrary I have a .ery high respeet
{for him. If persons are going to be particu-
{larly objected to for their views, T hold that
| the hon. member has almost as good a reason
lfor opposing the Government because the
| Hon, Colunial Secretary, who is also an ad-
|vocate of Union, is allowed to retain his seat

{ 18 submitted to them, unless the Government
jsay yea or nay. I [ only knew their policy
| perhiaps T would give thewn my sapport. It
[ is evading the question to say that we are not
| informed on the subject, for almost every
| child between Ottawa and Charlottetown
| knows all about it—even to nice ealeulations

on the cost of the Intercolonial Railway.

The hon. member who last spoke, has. I un-
{ derstand, declared his wviews on the Union

{scheme at a public meeting ; and after ex- |

{ rrcs.-'in;_: himself as decidedly opposed to it,
| I am astonished that he, as a mewmber of the
l Government, should give his sanction to the
appointment of a gentleman to be one of his
colleagues, who has announced himself to be
a ‘‘red-hot Uniomst.” 1 contend that it
| was the duty of the Government to declare
| their principles, and then appeal to the peo-
ple at once, and not to wait until the Iouse
was in Session some time before they agreed
upon their policy—then perhaps ouly to put
ofl' the question. In Canada they deemed
the matter of such importance as to grapple
with it at the very opening of the Session.
If we should delay giving a decision upon
the question here until the House dies out,
it will not be treating the Canadians fairly,
who are desirous to have the measure carried
immediately into effect. It was the duty of
the Government, instead of acting' as they
have done, to have aimed at leading public
opinion, and then taken the case to the polls.
It is a very easy course for a Government to
pursue, merely to slip along without advane-
ing their views on questions of the greatests
importance to the country. There is another
subject occupying a share of public attention
—a Union of a different description to that
under consideration, which has been passed
over in silence in His Excellency’s speech. 1
allude to the Tenant Union, and [ am purtly
disposed to censure the Government for not
declaring their sentiments in reference to this
organization, as its principles may have to be
tested at the next general election. But I
will not enter into that subject now. The
Government of New Branswick have taken
decided action on the question of Union
Hon. Mr. Tilley has declared himself in its
favor and appealed to the people. It Con-
federation be rejected in that Province at the
polls, will be retain office? No, Mr. Chair-
man, 1 believe he has too much principle to
attempt anything so uncoustitutional. Al-
lusion has also been made to Nova Scotia 3
but from what I know of the gentleman who
is leader of the Government there, I think it
is not at all probable that he will shirk the
question. It will come up in the Legislature,
and if he is unable to carry it, I believe he
will appeal to the people. Several members
of the Government of this Island have ex-
pressed sentiments at public meetings adverse
to the proposed Union, but as the Hon. Col.
Secretary and the Hon. Solicitor General are
in favor of the measure, 1 suppose their col-
leagues have refrained from expressing an
opinion in the Address, lest these gentlemen
should be offended. But they are not so
careful about wounding the feelings of some
of their friends, The Hon,Attorney General
has been wedged ot of the Executive Coun-
cil on a difference connected with this ques-
tion, and an effort made, at his expense, to
smooth down matters for the return of the
late leader of the Government to his former
position.

Hon. Col. Gray.—Mer. Chairman, I am of
opinion that the conclusion of the hon. mem -
ber’s remarks might have been spared, I
would have prelerred to have taken no part
in this discussion, but when referred to and
misrepresented, I cannot be silent, Perhaps
the hon member may not be acquainted with
the merits of the case to which he bas allud-
ed. Let me, then, state that the difference
between an hon. gentleman, not & member of
this House,and myself,was unconnected with
the question of a Union of the Colonies. It
was quite a different matter altogether. If
the hon.member who has introduced this un-
pleasant subject would refer to the files of
some of the public journals, he wounld find
the reasons which I assigned for resigning
my position as president of the Executive

sion 1s over 1 may submit a resolution, with

Council and as a member thereof. The case

test the Government |

premature for the Government of this Island |

opinions upon it aceording to their unbiassed |

that the people ouzht to be consulted be‘ore |

Hon. Mr. Cores.—This is the very point |

take plaece, how are the people to know what |

nies. It might have occurred j

| eircumstances. It affected mysclfn oy othey
and also the interests and honor (,ﬁ::‘n,o
try. apart fron the question of Union Couy.
hon. leader of the Opposition has refs - Tiy
two pomts, which though at first d'mw hl
he has since connected—the subject of
Urion of the Colonies, and a Guy, s
question respecting an appointmes

lam at a loss to undcr[':;ltand ho‘:'t r]:“
member for Eest Point intends to To bon,
his views on the subject; perhaps ke
present ais objections to the Address ing .
connected form.  Surely hon, memberg

not have 80 syon forgotten that the

ment appointed delegates according ¢,
resolution of this House last session to

fer with other delegates, on the lubjgeg
Union of the Maritime Provinees ; ofa
at a later date. on the invitation of ni.x:
ship the Governor General, thag “@l
were appointed to consider the broader
tion of a Union of the whole of the Ppay;
This is a marter caleulated to affect the ;.
terests and welfare of every subject ip &..;
America irrespective of party, race op faith -
and consequently to divest it as much gy’
gible from a party question,three Memberg of
theGoverment,-hree members of the gyosiss
and one independent member of thirmn‘
were appointed to proceed to Quebw.“:
gates. This delegation was nominageq Pl
precisely the same grounds as the firg Was
appointed. When the request came from
Canada for this Coluny to send del

confer on the guaestion of Union of the »

of the Provinces, surely it was not necesar
to call the Legislature )mgctlwr to consige
the propriety o” acceding to the requ; I
this were the case of what use w, e
Executive be? It would, indeed, be g &
nothing Govern:ment. There was no occasion
to scck mew powers from the Legislature ;
the two delegutions were for precisely gb:,
same purpose,only the latter was to consider
the subject on a grander scaie. The one
scheme was fir unitmg Provinees compara-
tively unimportant ; the other was for con-
solidating the same Provinces into a confed
eration which would form a state as large ag
the entire Continent of Europe. If I haq
thought that this subject was to have been
wade a Goyernrient question, had 1 so muel
love, politically speaking, for the hon. leader
of the Opposition, or for the hon. gentleman
ou his right, the member for St. Peter's—ag
well as another hon. gentleman from the
other end of the building who has zenerall
been opposed to my views—that [ should
have appointed them on this delegation ?
My friendship for shem on political grounds
was not so great that I would bave u
their appointmeat had I thought that the
subjeet which the delegation met to consider
was to be a question on which an effort would
be made to defeat the Government, 1ep-
countered no lictle opposition in proeuring
the appointment of my political opponents ;
but, if there be any blame attaching to it, I
assume it all. I believe, however, that there
is not a member of this House who does not
appreciate and approve of the motives which
inflaenced the choice.  But Sir, I have re-
cently learned that there are three great com-
mandwments for politicians—of which I was
entirely ignorant when I entered political life,
The first of these is for the politician w0 take
good ecare of himselt and his yocket ; the
sccond is to erush his enemy ; and the third
15 to attend to the good of the country.  And
Sir, I fear that the third is somethmes wholly
forgotten in the z:al to carry out the other
two. {Applause.) Acting on these rules,
therefore, it is fair game for the hon leader
of the Qpposition to endeavor 1o trip up the
Govermwent om any pretence whatever. |
think, bowever, it would have been more
pradent in him to bave deferred bringingup
this question until it came before the Houre
in due form. The delegates appointed were
required to report to the Legislature, which
I as their chairwan am prepared to do ; but
at this stage of the E,rucwu‘ingv. until this
Report can be laic before the House, it is

)
|
[
E premoture to discuss this subjeet. At Que-
| bee T expressed the opinion that this was a
question for the people to decide ; when 1 re-
| turned here, however, 1 found the statement
| bad gone forth—like many more whivh wete
{ unsrue—that this ynestion was to be carried
{ without an appeal ts the people. T immedi-
‘ ately wrote a letter to the different news-
{ papers in the Colony stating sowe of wmy
| views on the suhject, and assuring the people
| that the measure could not be sanctioned
t without anappeal to them.  The hon member
| has referred 10 the eourse pursued by the
Government of Nova Scotia on the question.
They have adopted there the plan which I
thought we ought to ‘ollow out in this Colony.
I understand it is the intention of the Goy-
| ernment of Nova Scotia to submit the Report
{ of the delegates to the House of Assembly,
[ and if a majority of that body were in
| favor of the scheme, that then there would
| be an appeal to the people. 1 have not con-
| sulted withh the members of our Government
—nor could it be expected that 1 should—as
to what course they surpose to adopt ; but 1
consider that it is their duty to submit the
! Report to the House, and then will be the
time for this honorable body to deal with
themn on their merits. The question has as-
sumed such grave feacures of late on acccunt
of the action of the Home Government, that
it may be necessary to deal with it in a prac-
tical manner. It is difficalt to say what des-
patches from the Secretary of State for tho
Colonies may be laid before us in the course
of a mouth. There are zome hon members
here, douhtless, of far greater political saga-
city than I can pretend to, who will probably
| enlighten this House on the best course to
| pursue in the case. There may be facts con~
| nected with it -submitted to our notice of
| which we are at preser.t uninformed ; so it is
impossible to determine what steps it may be
imperative on us to take. If 1 mistake not
His Excellency stated in his speech that the
apers on the subject will be laid before the
louse. It will be time enough then to judge
of the matter. As cheirman of the delega-
tion 1 had my own share of the work to
perform, and 1 do not desire to be called
upon to enter into explanations until the
question is brought up in its proper shape.
With reference to the appointment to
which the hon leader of the Opposition
objects, 1 will refraix; from making any
observations at present, for it would perhaps
necessitate a reference w0 another gentleman
to whom I do not now wish to allude. 1dars
say the Government were actvated by the
best possible motives in making the selection
which they did. Tt is no easy matter, as [
can testify from my experience during the
last two years, to procure able assistants. 1
suppose the Government would scarcely have
ventured to offer the apywintment to the hon
member for East Point, with any hope of re-
ceiving a favorable reply. (Laughter ) 1
rezard the hon gentlemin who has been ap-
pointed as every way well qualified for the
situation he has been called upon to fill. 1
look upon him, Sir, as the ll::hvr of thia
House—but in making this remark, [ am not
certain that [ am doing justice to the hon.
member for Cardigan.

Hon. Mr. Cores—Nor to one or two others
on this side of the House.

Hon. Col. Gray—Well, 1 am right in say-
ing that be has been longer a member than
any on the Government side of the House.
We are all here, I believe, comparatively
young members. (Lauzhter.) am sale
in saying, however, that the gentleman ap-

® pointed is one well entitled to the confidence
of the country. I am not aware, at least,
that the Government could have done better
in the selection.

Hon. Mr. Cores—I did not censure the
Government for appointing delegates, but for
saying that they are opposed to Confedera-
tion, and at the same time appointing a
Unionist to a seat in the Executive.

Hon. Mr. Davies—It is difficult to tell
who is, and who is not a Unionist in this
House. The hon. member who last spoke
has, I understand, expressed himself in favor
of a Union of the Colon‘es. A* Ottawa ho
certzinly made a speech approving of the
terms of the Quehec Conference. As this is
a ﬁuest.ion on which the people have not
made up their minds, I do not see how the
Government could be expected to lay down
any definite policy on the matter. The hon.
member for Bellast hes set the case very
fairly before the Committee, by stating that
the time to discuss the grestion is when the
Report of the delegates and the papers con-
nected therewith have been presented to the
House. »

Hon. Mr. Cores—I cannot allow the state-
ment of the hon. member for Charlottetown

Lad nothing to do with a Union of the Colo-

to ass uncoatradicted. 1 defy him or any
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