DISCUSSES PROBLEMS AND FUTURE
OF NOVA SCOTEA COAL INDUSTRY

By FORBES RHUDE

Canadian Press Staff Writer

The day of decision has arrived
for Nova Scotia coal.

with current production of about
§.000,000 tons a year, the prov-
ince’s soft-coal industry is for the
moment in fair condition. About as
much coal is being sold as can
pe produced and unemployment is
not severe.

But, for the greater part, the
jndustry is losing money, has lost
some of its more profitable mar-
kets and is threatened by loss of
more. .

“What are you going to do?” is
the question being asked of coal

ompanies. workers, and govern-
ts at all levels.
answer Wwill register most

1e
<harply in Nova Scotia—in sus-
tammed or increased prosperity, or
v cconomic’ and human shock. Its
ctfects will be felt far into the
neart of Canada by every worker
ind business whose products are
;0ld in Nova Scotia, and will ripple
scross the country.

During a visit to Nova Scotia's

11 fields I talked to scores of
rsons. None pretended to know
: e absolute answer.

several students of the industry
cautioned:

Don‘t think there s any easy
or pat solution. The answer will
y» made up of many things.”

MUST CUT COSTS

‘The problem of Nova Scotia coal
riefly, high cost of procduction
makes it vulnerable to com-
n from lower-cost American
and other fuels.

problem for company and
xers Is to increase pro-
ivity so as to bring down

production costs.

Co.l difficulties are not peculiar
to Nova Scotia, Western Canadian
nid North American fields in gen-
ca! also face declining markets.
Bt perhaps nowhere else in Can-
i\ does the industry form such
part of the economy.
say production of 8,000,000
y year would mean prosper-
itv. Probably no one wants much
than that and some doubt
nat it could be produced.

Others see possibility of a 50-
per-cent drop to 3,000,000 tons.
srobably no one thinks output wili
'all below that.

At present 6,000,000 tons, about
(5,000 persons are directly em-
rloyed by the industry. and it has
een estimated one-fifth of Nova
Scotia's  population, or 130,000
acople, are more or less directly
iependent on It Probably all Nova
scotlans derive some of their liv-
ng from fit.

FOLLOW THE RULE!
SEND DONUTS TO SCHooL!

What child wouldn't Jove to ﬂn?
donuts in his lunch box? And
mothers, when you give the
youngsters Maytlower Donuts,
you're giving them a perfectly
balanced, perfectly digestible,
perfectly delicious food! Make a
note to buy a box of Mayflower
Donuts from us toddy! They're
sure to be fresh! ’

Get delicious digestible’

Made by the Bakers of

LANE'S FINE BREAD

It pays $50,000,000 a year
Wwages, $15,000,000 for stores and
ma!.erlal.!, $8,000000 to transpor-
vadon companies, and is a big
source of taxes. Its flow of wealth
reaches far into lumbering  and
§:;xlllxlilg_, into d?ll lbaslc and service

stries, and, all socia -
re.alonal life. S B
hat would be the effect it pro-
duction were halved? O -
P ne econom

“I can see the possibility of 20,-
000 to 30,000 people having to move
out of the province if production
drops to 3,500,000 tons.”

Canada outside Nova Scotia has
two direct intcrests in the indus-
try's fate. One Is its buying power
_ror Canadian goods, and the other
is national defcnce.

“Oil used by airplanes in the last
war would be a drop in the bucket
in a next war,” said one observer.
“All. highway and air traffic uses
oil, vand now railways are turning
to it. That is all right in peace,
but in war we would need all the
coal we could get.”

There Is no disagreement that
coal is a factor in defence, but
there is disagreement as far apart
as 3,000,000 and 8000000 tons as
to the fizure at which Nova Scotia
production should be maintained
from the defence point of view.

About 90 per cent of Nova Scotia
coal is produced by subsidiaries
of Dominion Steel and Coal Cor-
paration, commonly called Dosco,
a far-flung industrial empire
which is Canoda’s biggest indus-

in

trial employer outside the rail-
ways.

Its coal subsidiaries areprinci-
pally, Dominion Coal Company

and Old Sydney Colleries in the
Cape Breton island area adjac-
ent to Sydney; and, on the main-
land, Acadia Coal Company in
Piitou county at Stellarton and
Thrbuorn, and Cumberland Rail-
way and Coal Company in Cum-
berland county at Springhill.
Dosco-group production in the
three areas in 1953, as reported

by the Nova Scotia departmentin it for Nova Scotis.’

of mines, were: Cape Breton 4,-
220,541 short tons; Pictou county
365,897 tons; Cumberland county
616,332 tons—or 5,202,770 tons out
of a provincial total of 5,786,838
tons. This year's figures probably
will be similar.

Producers other than the Dosco
group range from small opera-
tions ef a few hundred tons year-
ly to larger ones of more than
100,000 tons. They include com-
panfes recognized as leaders in
modern mining methods and sales
practices; family enterprises which
return a good living; and con-
cerns which are barely getting
along or are at the point of fold-
ing.
The maritime provinces have
other coal. operation—in the Minto
area of New Brunswick, near
Fredericton, It produccs  about
750,000 tons a year. It is a color-
ful operation with giant
machines called walking draglines
stalking about the countryside like
prehistoric monsters. Seams are
thin and relatively near the sur-
face, and operations are partly
open-pit and partly underground.

LARGELY IN N. B.

Market for this coal is largely
within New Brunswick and, pro-
viding operators and customers re-
solve disagreements regarding price
and grading, continued production
seems relatively well assured. Its
problems are, in large measure,
separate from the Nova Scotia sit-
uation.

Dosco's present costly program
for more efficient production at
lower costs in Nova Scotia is based

on a market for Dosco alone of
7,500,000 tons. Only mass produc-
tion, says the company, can give

the results contemplated.

Oil has cut into coal markets.
Natural gas from western Canada
threatens to do the same. Lower-
cost United States coal takes the
lion's share of the central Cana-
dian market. Advent of diesel pow-

er on the railways is delivering a

|sharp immediate blow. Some sce|

| the coming St. Lawrence seaway
|as increasing American competi-

tion though others see advantages

modern |

64 per cent of its production in
the Altantic provinces and 36 per

chiefly from oil. as follows: Indus-
trial uses in Quebec, 400,000 tons a
year; industrial uses in Atlantic
provinces, 450,00 tons; domestic
uses in Atlantic provinces, 500,000
tons.

Railway diesel power may mean
a loss of 625,000 tons by 1957.

These figures, plus the fact that
competition is increasing rather
than decreasing, are back of fears
'that coal production may fail 3,-
1000,000 tons.

SEE BRIGHTER FUTURE

However, coal's present difficul-
ties are regarded by most authori-
ties as & passing phase which will
be overcome with higher popula-
tion, more industry and increased
demand for the many valuable
items locked up in coal.

Some authorities see the end of
the decline within four or five
years. The 1952-53 annual report
of the Dominion coal board, a fed-
cral government authority, said:

“l?espite adversg factors, final
analysis of Canada's future energy
requirements indicate that demand
for coal will substantially increase
from 1965 onwards. . . . ‘

“The best approach appears to
be by way of concerted courses of
action by the federal government,
the provinces and components of
the trade itself, within their re-
spective spheres, aimed at
maintcnance of the Canadian coal

sible until such time as play of
normal economic forces places it
on a sound foundation.”

UTMOST COLD

Absolute zero — at which theo-
retically all molecular action stops
—is at 459 degrces below zero
fahrenheit.

At present, the Dosco group sells

cent in Quebec and Ontario, as

e 0000 tore tor a| CHICAGO (AP)—The sulfa drugs

steel operations. have staged a comeback after
Harild Gordon, general man-|Peing _temporarily overshadowed

ager of Dosco’s coal operations, p){ 'antlbxotxc drugs such as pen-

estimates market losses of coal|i¢illin, a New York doctor says.

the |

industt'y at the optimum level pos-|

Sulfa Drugs Have
Staged Comeback

Dr. David Lehr of the New York
Medical College reports that the
comeback has amounted to a ‘‘con-
spicuous resurgence’” of these
drugs which were among the big
guns in medicine’s artillery, before
being relegated to a somewhat
rear-line position following the ad-
vent of the antibiotics in the 1940’s.

He has told the annual meeting
here of the American Academy of
Pediatrics that the main reasons
for the *“resurgence’’ include:

1. Development of improved tech-
niques for employing the sulfas—
including use of a ‘‘mixture prin<
ciple’” which he said greatly Ye-
duces a kidney-damaged hazard
once commonly associated with
sulfa use.

2. “Growing recognition of some
major shortcomings'’ of antibiot-
ics, especially the “broad spec-
trum’’ types like aureomycin, ter-
ramycin and chloromycetin which
are potent against a broad range
of germs.

Dr. Lehr says that while
‘uf this type are bad news
{host of germs, their action

rerce JUMIMY
freshener”

" laxative for children

A child’s constipation often upsets
tummy, too. That’s why modern mothers
give new Children’s Own Tablets—the
new laxative discovery that settles upset
tummies—while it gently relieves bowels
overnight. Children feel wonderful next
day' Get this new, good-tasting *‘Tummy-
Freshener'' laxative for your child.
tiye differencein his happiness! At all drug
| counters.
|

drugs
to a
some-

 Children's Own Tablets

fimes leaves the way clear n the
body {for copious development of
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other germs which are resistant
to the drugs. Also, they sometimes
knock off organisms or "vitaminl
factors’” which are actually help-

ful to the body.

He said combinations of

sulfas 1

and antibiotics often provided cl-Jeffel:t of the other.

'!eclive medical ammunition,
each apparently heightening

withy

Potatoes, pecks, only ..... 35¢
Carrots, 3 lbs. .......... 25¢c
Turnips, med. size, each .... 45¢c
" Ripe Tomatoes, 2 lbs. .... 29¢c
Cabbage, large .......... 25¢

(@ tastes better

FRESH VEGETABLES

CHOICE MEATS

Chuck Roast, Ib. ......
Boiling Meat, Plate, Ib. .
Corned Beef, Plate, Ib. .
Beef Tongues, Ib. .....
Delicious Steaks, Ib. . ...
Wieners, |b. . ,...c00..

... 37c
ceo 30
... 29¢c
... 30c
.. 57¢c
... 35¢c

Belmar Chicken & Rice

Cream [Style

Corn, 20 oz., 2 for ..

dell-o
Tapioca Pudding, 6 for

Soup, 3pkas. .....c.emes
Cranberries, Ib. ... cc...

Heinz Baby Food, 6 for ...

290

GROCERY

Willard's Chocolates, Ib. box 85¢
Molasses, qt. ............ 33c

25¢
18¢

39¢
59¢c

59¢

SPECIALS

Carnation or Perfection

Milk, 6for ...........
Monarch & Red River

Cereal, 3 1-41b.box ...

Swansdown

... 89¢
... 44c

Cake Mix, white & choc. pkg. 33¢

Robin Hood
Easy-Bisk, pkg. .......
Maple Leaf
Soap Flakes, req. size ..
White Swan

Toilet Tissue, 3 for .....

... 3¢
... 35cC
... 33¢c

DIAL
6583
6584

FORD'S GROCERY

EMERSON R. FORD, Proprictor

We Deliver C. O. D.
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ELM
AVE.

CSA
Approved

HOLDS MORE
EASIER TO

ROASTING TRIVET

For :

FRY

3 pc.
STAINLESS
STEEL
CLEAVER /

HEAVY CAST

ALUMINUM

COOKING WELL

Do-Nuts !
French

Fries !
Fish ! Chicken!

— Roastcr has never been se
price. It 1s hcalthicr to cook
more of the rich vitamins arc
gquess-work the automatic
all the time. Remember the 3
is included at this low money

This completely automatic Decp Fryer
en betore

Cooker
at such a low
the Deep Fry way, because
retained and not obsorbed. No
control assures perfect results
pc. Stainless Steel Cleaver Set
saving price.

NO DOWN PAYMENT!

SUPER BARGAINS at

ofele] 3 24*

PLUS - A 3 PC. CLEAVER SET

ORDER YOUR DEEP-
FRY COOKER TODAY!

FURNITURE
CO. LTD.

161 GREAT GEORGE ST. — CHAR LOTTETOWN P. E. I. — PHONE 6211

NEW WAY'S Mid-October N
ENJOY TASTIER - HEALTHIER MEALS - MORE ECONOMICALLY
DEEP-

C

WEEKLY

a0

SUPER BARGAIN

349

OR PAY ONLY

015

2-Pc.
“‘Space Saver”
DAVENPORT
SUITE

REGULAR $109.50
SUPER BARGAIN

UPER BARGAINN!

YOU SAVE *100™

when you choose the new 9 cu. ft.

“NORGE Customatic’’

4 Wi

— FEATURING —

100% FULLY AUTOMATIC

Vo4 V.,

SELF-DEFROSTING

Y 7 A 7 4

EXAMINE THESE FEATURES:

* GIANT ACROSS-THE -TOP
FREEZER CHEST -- HOLDS

KING" UNIT!

e Vi Ve o~

L 2

* FAMOUS “NORGE POWER

80 LBS. OF FROZEN * ROLL-OUT ALUMINUM
FOODS! SHELVES!

* HANDIDOR SHELVES! * LIFT-OUT EGG NEST!

' TWO PORCELAIN VEGE- * HANDY BOTTLE BASKET!
TABLE BINS! * FULL 5YEAR GUARANTEE!

- Plus dozens more features usually found only in the most

expensive models!

NO DOWN PAYMENT!

.sl?n 5 oc WEEKLY

NO DOWN PAYMENT!

|

It's TRUE!

FREE

when you buy a new 1955 model

“COLEMAN” SPACE HEATER

Sulte Includes popular SPACE-SAVER armless
davenport that can be converted into a com-

fortable double bed in a jiffy—and
modern hostess chair.

matching,

New, hard-wearing cov-

ering with rubberized backing and New Way's
famous “HERCULES" No-Sag spring construc-

tion
wear,

STANDING SUPER BARGAIN!

throughout assure, utmost co

$21.95
BRIDGE
LAMP

e o g
|

Just select your new 1955 model oil space heat-

FROM —

er now at New Way and you will receive, one of these smart,
modern bridge lamps as a wonderful FREE GIFT!
wide selgction of famous, low-priced space heaters—TODAY!!

93 450wsmv

NO DOWN PAYMENT!

See our

mfort and

Choose from wine, green or grey. OUT-

o, . &




