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OLD MR. TOAD HAS A SCARE

Never boast you have no fear
Lest your hoasting cost you dear.
-Old Mr, Toad.
There 1s a lot of good sound
common sense in Old Mr, Toad's
homely head. There s
more foolish than boasting ot not/
heing afraid. Sooner or later, every-
one, little or big, 1s afraid. Fear|
i3 & part, a most mmportant. part, of
dally life for nearly everyore. It
is & wise person who knows en-
ough to be afratd, what to be a-
fraid of, and when to he at!raid
Old Mr. Toad had come all the|
way from Farmer Browns parden
down ta the Smihing Ponl ¢ the
Green Meadows, It was a ourney
he makes every sprinz. He just,

horntou W. Burgess

has to make it, He couldn't he
‘ happy if he didn't make it. You see

that is where he meets Old Mra.

‘Toad every year and sings to her
one of the sweetest love-songs to
be heard anywhere.

8o far, Old Mrs. Toad had made
no sign that ehe had even heard

nothing! him or that she was in the Smil-

ing Pool. Now, between songs, Old
Mr. Toad was swimming about
looking for Mrs. Toad and asking
all he met if they had seen her.
He hadn’t been able to find her at
the head of the Smiling- Pool.

Now he was swimming across

the Smiling Pool to the foot of it
where Laughing Brook leaves it on
1ts way to the Big River. He swam
a few strokes, sang a few notes,
then swam a few more strokes and
did 1t all over again. He was al-
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Snake

Water
and the fish he was swgllowing.

He saw Bandy the

most to the foot of the Smiling
Pool when something moving on
the bank at the edge of the water
caused him to stop singing, and to
stop swimming., He just floated
there with his beautiful golden
eyes looking as if they were trying
ta pop right out of the top of his
head. He held his breath. Yes,
sir, Old Mr. Toad held his breath.
Why fs it folks so often hold their
breaths when they are frightened?

Old Mr. Toad was staring pop-
eyed, straight at Bandy the Wa-
ter Snake. There is no one whom
{‘Old Mr. Toad fears more than he
| does Bandy the Water Snake. So
now he Kkept very. very sttil. He
knew that Bandy did not see him,
for he was staring very hard with
his unwinking eyes at something
or someone else. Smoothly, slowly,
{ he glided along the bank. He en-
tered the water. There he swam as
easily as he had glided alorig the
bank. Old Mr. Toad wondered how

it was that Bandy could swim
Em smoothly and easlly when he
had na fins. na fippers. na leet,

nothing with which to swim
Bandy suddenly darted forward.
There was a splash in the water.
Then the big Snake crawled out
on land again. In his mouth was a
fish. and this he now proceeded to
swallow. How glad Old Mr. Toad
| was that he was not that [fish,
| As he watched, a sudden and dis-
turbing thought came to him.
What if Bandy the Water Snake
had caught Old Mrs. Toad? It was
a startling and dreadful thought

It could be. Yes, sir, it could be.
Old Mrs. Toad hadn't appeared
anywhere, and that was very
strange.

Just then who should come along
the edge of the water but Long-
lege the Great 3lue Heron He was
moving  slowly, carefullr, taking
long slow sateps with those lonz
legs of his. Very slowly and care-
fully he put each foot down. paus-
ing between steps to Jook along the
edge of the water for a Frog, and
in the shallow water for a small
fish, He saw Bandy the Water
Snake and the fish he was swal-
lowing. It was a good-sized fish. It
was a temptation. He had had no
Juck that morning, and he was
hungry. He was tempted to try to
take that fish away from Bandy.

The bhig Snake was 8o occupled
with what he was doing that re

Oontinued on page 16
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Contract Bridge

By Josephine Culbertson
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A SIMPLE MATTER OF
COUNTING

It is remarkable how ofien =&
game or even a slam contract 13
lost simply because - the declarer
won't take the trouble to count
his sure tricks! In today's deal
this was a very expensive over-
sight by South!

South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.”
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The bidding:
South ~ West  North Fast.
24 Pass 3e Dbl ()
14 Pass 64 Paes
e Pass Pass Pass

East's double of tiwee nearts was
one of those silly actions which
can't do any good but may do
much harm, and in this case 1t
should have put South on notice
that he could expect a peculiar
heart break. Apparently, however,
South didn't pay much attention
either to simple arithmetic or to
the opponents’ bidding.

West, opened the club jack — an
opening which South should have
considered very fortunate for him-
self! However, South discarded a
diamond on the club king without
a moment’s thought. He then play-
ed a low spade to the ace, and was
annoyed to see East show out. Now
it was necessary for South to un-
block the heart suit; he could
throw one of nis.own heart honors
on dummy’s club ace, but he wouid
have to get the other honor out
of the way. Unfortunately for him-
self, however, when he laid down
the heart ace East promptly ruff-
ed, and that ended the matter,

To repeat, South merely had to
count up to 13 in this case to in-
sure his grand slam contract. The
markedly correct discard on the
club king was the ace or king of
Hearts: then South could cash the
ace and queen of spades, go to
dummy’s spade king, and discard
his other high heart on dummy’s
second club trick. Now the Q-J-10
of hearts would provide three
tricks, and South could claim his
contract as & mathematical cer-
tainty.
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JAY, MIS' BAILEY! T'LL
HAVE THIS HOUSE SO CLEAN
YOU WON'T KNOW 1Tt
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I HOPE YOULL ENJOY
THIS - §IR - YOUR MTER
15 OUITE A COOK/!» AND
SHE'S VERY PRETTY/SHE
COBSN'T LOOK AT ALL
UKE HER MOTHER ¥
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