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Hon. Col. Swasgy, in reply, again read the Message con-
cerning the Despatch received by His Excellency in answer to
the address to Ilpr Majesty of the House of Assembly; and
proceeding to rnuunenx'upun it anew, declared that no sophistry
could make it appear for one moment that it did not coutain a
threat. The Government and the supporters of the Goverument
might tell them to go on with the business of the couvniry with-
out troubling themselves aboat what the Despaich might con-
tain. They were thus urged and encouraged to proceed in
the discharge of their lezislative duties ; and thus they would
be encouraged to procecd therewn, so long as they should agree
to everything sanctioned or proposed by the Government or the
Government majorr'y in the other House. But, should they
venlure, on whatever ground, or how c.mscn‘nhously soever, o
oppose any measure which had been so sanctioned or so pro
posed, what were they to expect? His Excellency had twld
them what, in his Message. If thev did not work harmoniously
with the other iHouse,—in other words, if they did not bow
their necks to the voke of the Government, or of the Govern-
went majority in the House of Assembly—His Excellency
would exercise the power which has been placed in lns hands
to make such an alteration ia their construction as would iasure
their working harmoniously with the other llouse, that 18, in
other words, as wou'd nsure submission on the part of the
Legislative Couneil 1o the control and direction of the Govern-
went msjority in the other House. His Honor Mr. Palmer has
endeavored 10 show tiat all that has been said to the disparage-
ment of the Legislaive Council, 1n the address of the House
of Assembly to the QQueen, and their therein praymyg for a re-
construction of the Legislative Conncil, has been praovoked by
the address of the Legislanve Council, and that the Despaten
in answer 10 the address of the House of Assembly, whatever
it might contain, was directly traceable 1o the same provocation
or cause ; but he has failed to make out any real connexiou
between them. The Legisiative Council, in their address, iad
certainly said a good jeal about rhe House of :\ssn'an'uly s but
they hid not vilified or assailed theiwr characiers. [tion
Mr. PaLmER — Phey accused them of having violated the
constitution.] They were not satsfied with the mode in
which the Goverament was formed, and they gave reasons for
their dissatisfaction. That was a public question ; and there-
fore one 1n which they were entitled to their own opimon, and
one concerning which they had a perfect right to set forih thewr
opinions, as they did, but those opimons ha¢ noihing o do with
the character of the House of Assembly, or with the fuiure
views or action of the Legislanive Council. His Honor Mr.
Pa!mer had said the sddress of the House of Assewib'y was
sent Home in their own defence. That could nct have been
the case, for they had not been atiackeds, Aste l)wsp-l'cmw.
they knew that His Excellency could withhold them when he |
thought it proper o do so. But, although he (llon. Colone
Swabey) had, for several years, been a wember of the Execu-
uve Counci!, never during the time that he had been so, except
n one instance, had any'hing like the wikholding of a Des-
patch occurred ; and, 10 that ustance, it was not a whoie
idespatch, but merrly a part of one, which had private reference
to the Lieutenant Governor, that was withheld. That corres-
pondence between Governors of Provinces or Colonies should,
st times, be strictly private aud secret, no one who had any
thing hike a just idea of the position of a Governor of a Colony,
or the difficuities which would be found occasionally 1o Le 1n
his way, would deny. W ithout such privilege his appointmicnt
would be almost useless. But, with respect to the Despatch
in question, as had been very Justly observed by lus honorable
friend Mr Huichinson, either the whole of it eught to iLave
been pyblished, or else no part of it should have been cominu-
nicated to the public. The interpretation which had been made
known—ine only interpretation which they could put upon 11—
was degrading and humiliting in the extreme to the Legslatve
Council, snd it undoubdtedly gave them a right—a right which,
if they jossessed the spirn of men, they would exercise—to
ask, he might say, demand, that the whole Despatch should be
Jaid before them. It had been said thatihe l,gg_v-a!:uiv» Couneil
had a constitutional right to ask for the answer lo lho.r own
uddress, but that they have no right whatever to ask for the
answer to the address of ihe House of Assemblys In ordinary
cases that doctrine might be true enough ; but 1t was certainly
false in the present vne. The Legislative Council knew _lhul |
their vitality was affocted by the answer to the address of the
other House, and they had, therefore, a just right to ask to be
mwade fully acquainted with it. There surely could be no in-
tentiton, on the part of the Government, to reduce the indepen-
derce of the Legislative Council. [His Honor the President:
They can’t do it! Yes, it could be done by the appointment
of u number of new members, all of the dominant party, sul-
ficient 10 swamp the independence of the existing majority
(falsely called the obstructives) 1o the Legislative Council.
After an explanation of the manner in which the opposition ol
the m#jority of the House of Lords to 1he passage of the Reform
Bill, in 1832, was overcome,—not, he said, by the creation of |
a new baich of peers. but in consequence of the absenting of ’
themselves from the [louse, at the critical season, (out of de fer- |
ence (0 the well known wishes of the King in favor of the Bill,) |
by the Duke of We \ington and other peers, holding the same |
political creed as his Grace. His Honor conc udes by saying:
We are told that, since the meeting of the Legisiature on the
16 h., all has gone on well and harmoniously between the two
tlouses, and that we have not had the shadow of reason for
complaining, as we ,ad abundant cause for doing, last se.im n, |
of any want of respect or cunsideration mumten-»d. towards us, |
eirher by the Government or the Government majurity in the n‘
House of Assembly. ‘I'tis is all very true: The storm of pae- |
sion which agitated some of the hon. members of the other |
House last session is calmed down : but perhaps only aw the |
paroxysme of delirium are restrained by the influence of opium, |
suddenly to be renewed. But, with respect 1o the prayer of |
this address, | hope, vay, 1 alwost believe, that, if presented to
His Excellency, he will comply with 1w, notwithstanding the |
strong assertions of his lowor (Mr. Palmer) to the contrary.
In saying tis, I menn nothing disrespectful 10 |||:l ll(»p'ur:—l ir
from 1 ; but | think 1t very prebable that His Excellency, on |
seriously reconsidering the subject, may =ee réason (0 change |
his opimion with respect to 1. This 1s certain —the ll{»l|~e s
placed in a very humibating position ; and they should take
care not to conlinue 1 it. ;

Hon. Mr. Parmen then rose and moved in amendment to
the motion of the Hon. Col. Swabey, 0 strike out all afier the |
word *¢ Resolved,” and subsinute the following :

« [hst it 1s ind suepsible for the interests and welfare ef this
Colony 1hat Larmony should st all tmes exist between |hg'
House of Assembly and the Legislative Couneil, and that this |
Branch of the Legislature entertainsg o apprehension lhl!,, "
pursuing such mea~ur-s a8 will be most | kely to ||»|ur§'l|n:
harmony, 1* will ever have reason to compromise the dignity ol
their situation, or that respect and independence which apper-

to this Cancil”
2 Il"ion. Mr. Foreax seconded the motion of amendment.

Hon. Mr. Bagsacr—DBy the prnyer'nf the proposed ml:'r;:s;
we ask for nothing bat what we are fairly and 'J-m!y enmdw
to. By the Message, which has been accidentally dvhvf.re ‘::)
nus, we are plamly enough gwen to umlerfund lhn'v utn’o.:por
freely harmonize with ti.e Government wajority in the u.u e
Assembly, His Excellency will, as empowered, hnvellrm.nuvd
to the exercise of svne exiraordinary means to compel us o do
s0. His Message is not addreased to us ——neuhlvr dlﬂle;e“-:::;
pear that it was imended that any nm'!l‘ mesBice F('("\I;r( Palmer)
to us ; for his Honor the Leader of the Government {7 g,
has mformed us tha' 1t was through mgrake on his par e
delivered it. His lonor has, besides, informed d“’ ""“ B
fouse of Assembly, to whom it 18 addressed, an 't'nlw::s‘-s
l:as been delivered as an answer to their address, : : "' ok,
sion, to the Queen, are quite satisfied with )' $ gl.n“ l:«:ca' e
prised that it 18 not satisfactory to us alsn, especially e ’Mn-
have received a direct answer to our 6wn oudrouhlo' éx 2
jesty, which, in bis opinion, was all we had a right od u;::m
Hod the address of the House of Assembly concerne r
selves only—their own separate constitution and dll!ln(;l rlrn:)r
leges—we could, 1L is most likely, have properly had 'I,l elh
vothing to do either with it or the answer to it. But w e:; he
body of their address contained nothing but allegations ul; m(;
sinuations—prospec ive insinuations —against this Council, anf

than a reconstruction o
the prayer of it asked for nothing less e
our body, we certainly have quite as much right as the e
of Assembly,—nuy, a3 matters now stand with respect ::: s
have positively a be ter right than they have to ask mWI b5
fully acquainted with the Despatch in answer to it. . )l. ~
already gone forth 10 the public respecting is “.‘“";' a8 l':u'ce g
us in a very hamilinting position before them ; :“h f:lel )
positive right to ask that, by having the Despa Ld :llo!ved ps
municated to us, we mey be affyrded the means an g
opportunity o iree ourselves from 1t. The |ml""“mn s
upon the minds of 1he people at large by what h“D b
known concerning ‘e substance and nature of the Despatch,

| it by his Hanor, the Leader of

| Assembly, lag' se8s100, derogatory

l that, if we originate and agree to any thing which may be
{ndverse 1o the view or particular policy of the Government, we
| sha!l be sent about our business, as unworthy of the honor of
| ®1ting at this Council Board ; and that we can retain our seats
| here by no other means than ivplicit compliance, on all public
| questions, with the will and views of the Government.

to oppose the Government and obstruct their measures, we
should indeed be most unworthy, of the honor conferred upon

us by the Royal Commissions which have constituted us inde- | forth in an Address of the House of Assembly, to Her Majesty
pendent members of the Legislature. But we have never dis- | Y

graced ourselves by conduet so unworthy and nothing that we
have done or said can be alleged as a justification of the pre-
sumption evidently entertnined that we may do so. On the
contrary, if fairly judged, with respect to the past, it will be
found that, in all deliberations and resolves, we have acted with
a single eye to the public good ; and I trust that, so long as we
shall continue to act in our present legislative capacity, scorn-
ing every other aum, we shall, as heretofore, make the preserva-
tion of the rights and privileges of the people and the advance-
ment of their socisl interests and general welfare, the sole
objects of our legislative labors.  Thus conscious of the recti-
tude and purity of our legisianve principles and actions, 1t s
most natural that we shoold seek 10 justfy ourselves, before
the public, by a mamfestation of that spint of independence
which is ever the ruling principle in the breasts of houest and
honorable men: and as we are now circamstanced, the adop-
ton of the nddress submitred by his Honor Colonel Swabey
seems 10 me to he the only proper mode of pmcr‘dme which 1s

open to us for the obtataing of the means by which to prove to |

the people that we are not thst sp‘nllvw. humihated, and
degraded body of men, which mach pains have most unworthily
been taken 1o prove we are, and which gross yn Srepresentation
of our character has, | an very sorry to say, found acceptance
with a very lurge portion, it mot the majority, of the community,
as if it were au estab'ished fact, and with which some of us
have actually been individually taunted in public.

and, | must coonfess, seemingly on good grounds, with the

power which has been bestowed upon (s Excellency to dis-|

niss from this Council all who should be obnoxious to his con-

Were | it,
we, factiou<ly and upon unjustifinble and untenable gmuuds,l‘

Before the |
opening of the present session, [ was myself frequently taunted, |

|

| respect, be able to retain his sest at thia Board 2 If he do,
{ what will then be said to him? Why this : you have acknow-
|ledged the declaration of this House of Assembly against the
{formation and character of the Legisiative Cocunil, and you
now quietly sit down under the imputation thereby cast upon

Hon. Col. Swagey—Certainly representations militating
\ against the construction of this Council, and particular a'lega-
| ions derogatory to its character, embodied and distinctly se

the Queen, have been laid before Her Majesty ; and an answer
| to the same has been duly received by this Excellency the
{ Lueutenant Governor ; of which answer, a part, containing n
| very significant intimation—in fact a threat—1to the Legislative
{ Council, has been made public ; and, becanse an honourable
| member thereof, keenly and ir.dignantly sensible of the most
| unjustifisble attempts which have bgea made to degrade the
honorable Board of whieh he is & mowder, first in the estima-
tion of Her Majesty, and then in that of the whole people of
this Colony : and, deeming that m.singple justice it is due 1o
this Council, that the whole answer to that Addeess shou'd be
[ lard before them, has thought proper to extress his indignation
| at the injustice thereby done 1o the Council, and to declare that
| the proceeding now proposed (an Address 10 His Excellency,
praying that the whole of the Despateh in question may be
laid before us) appears 1o him to be the only action to which
the Council can, at present, have recourse, with any likel:hood
| of obtaining what they desire—that 1s, the means and an op
| portuaity to justfy themselves from the disparagement and
aspersions which have, most causelessly and unjustly, been
cast upon them,—that hon. gentlemen has been told by his
Honor, the Leader of the Government, Mr. Palmer, that, by
supporting  that Address, he, with strange inconsistency.
willingly subscribes ) the declaration by which he thinks
timself degraded, whilst at the same time, exclaiming against
the gross injustice done to himself and other members of this
Honorable Counecil, by the siatements contained in that decla-
ration.  Now this deduction or conclusion of his Honor the
Leader of the Government s ceratinly one of the most uawar-
ranted and 1llogical that | have ever heard made. A gentle-

man emphatically and distinctly denies certain  allegations

stitntional wdvisers, the Executive Council 3 and I really did | whic. have been made against his own character and the body |
not know, uatrl the opening of the seseion, whether I suould, | veneraily of which he 15 a m®mber, and desires such full in- |

or should not, have 1 officially communicated to me that my
services wou'ld not sgain be reqo red at the Legislanve Coun-
el board. I am bere agamn, however, and unchanged n
pohtiecal ',mncu-h'e: but how lonz L shall be allowed to remnin
here 1 know not. The ficst reason ussigned by his Honer the
Leader of the Government, Mr. Palmer, fur the withholding of
the Despatch i question, 18 that 1t wonld be impolitic, 1mex-
pedient, to communicate 1t to us at pregent ; and the next, the |
only one besides, but that on which he seems chiefly to rest his |
Jus‘:lﬁua'mn ()l’sw-n'c_\’. on the part of the Government, with
r-8pect 10 11, 18 that it is a secrer and confidential Despa‘ch to
His Excellency. This 18 a position which it 18 impossible to
<ustain. If the Despatch is and has been regarded by the
Government 88 secret and confidential, how can they Justify
their having aillowed so much concerning its substance and
nature publicly to travspire 2 But that it ought to be regarded |
as secret and confidential, | positively deny, and can, I thiok, |
very easily prove. The Despitch 18 an answer to an address
to Her Majesty the Queen of the House of Assembly, the
chosen n'p;vw'h'nli-ea of the people, openly agreed Lo, and
published to all the world ; snd the snswer to such an address
—an sddress of the people to the Crown, for o it must consti-
utiona'lv be held :0 be—ouzht not 1o be, and, in fact, eannot
with any show of right reason, be accounted, private and con-
fidential. The publication of such a Despatch s justly due to |
the people &t large ; but, for reasons of the most cogent nature,
which, for the present, have, hawever, been sufficiently enforce 1
it 1s cepecially due to (s Council. His Honor, after hwn“u
briefly sdveried to the rejection of the pre-paymert of the|
pes d:_le Bill of last session, and having shewn that their reasons |
for doing s6 had been acguesced in by the Home Govetwment, |

|

tconcludell by sayng thut the addrdss proposed Uy %is tHonor |

Col. Swabey, and the prayer of it, were, he beh:-vell, i ac-

cordance with the seq!iments and wishes of the m-jority of the

Board ; and that he did not thiuk that, even should 1t be met by

nothmg but a direct refusal, on the part of His Excellency, the |
Board would, thereby, be placed in a worse position than they |
then occupied.

Hon. Mr. McIxTYRE—In consequence of what has gme
abroad throughout the whole of the Island, concermirg the
Despaten which has been received in answer to the address of
the House of Assembly, to the Queen, last Session, we have, |
n the estimation of the people at large, lost our character for |
independence. The people really beiieve that, by that Dee-|
patch, we have been deprived of 113 and that 8 (-mnemm-d,i
despised, and degraded, we are satisfied to sit here at the mercy 1
of the Government. That this is not the case, | am proud to|
tind there 1s spirit and resolution enough amongst us 10 prove. |
if we adopt the proposed address to His Excellency, o8 I trust|
we shall, we shall, by such action, shew that, conscious of thn‘:
rectituce of our conduet 1n our legislative capacily, we are pre-
pared to defend it, and practically sustain our legislative mdc-:‘
pendence, whatever may be kept secretly in reserve to be|
inflicted upon us, as a punishment for our presuming, as legis '
lators, to judge of public affairs ﬂl.\d public measures for our-
sclves, and to act upon onr own Judgment, independent’y ufl
the views and wishes of the Government.

Hon. Mr. WarLk#r—| should like the amendment proposed |
by his Honor Mr. Palmer very well, |f it had not gone forth, |
throughout the length and breadth of the Isiand, eas: and wcm,‘
north and south, that in consequence of the power w.hx(:h has |
been conferred upon Hig Exceliency the Lieutenant Governor, |
to remodel this Council, in case we oppose any Government |
measure, or disseat from the views of the Government mn]u'rny |
in the House of Assembly, we are completely deprived of sn |
independent voice in the Legislature § and maust, if we \vu!‘ ,di
retain our seals at this Board, subxmllm be, as 1t were, drnnnI
and ridden under the nfluence of whip and spur, at the will of |
ihe Government, and of their majority 10 the other House :
I'he inf-rence, that such 18 the de grmim;z'p‘ sition in wh.ch vel
are placed, Lias, we caunot deny, been farly enongh drawn |
from what has been communicaled, respectng the H»sp.c}ch n|
question, ta the public through the columns of the Islander, the
oraan of the Government, and what has been stated concerning |
b “the Govermment, Mr. Palmer, to |

; i |
hs late constituents.  And should we, knowing 11, quetly ||mlI

tamely allow ours d
ou’?dqiuu_v «0 would amount to nothing short of acquiescence.
on our part, in the justice of the charges which, by mebllouw‘
of Assembly, have been p eferred againgt usg and in the eor ‘
rectness of the conclusion, arrived ot by the pubhie gﬁm‘!rnl Y.l
that we are reduced to a stite of bondage, ot of vassal depen-|
vernment and the Government majority in
W hat was advanced by the Hous- of
1o the character of tns|
but how far it way |

dence upon the Go
the House of Assembly.

Couneif, was wholly without foundarion §
have found credence with the Home Governme :

L ] sy ascertaliming | and,
cet. had no means of positively asce B
Zw respect and desre to have n our hauds mears whereby to
jus1ly ourselves, it 14 our ¢
has teen submitted by his
and indignantly sexsible as

Honor Col. Swabey : and, keenly
I aw of the attemwpt which has heen
made 10 fix a lasting stigma upon (s Couneil, a8 al nroslvlnl
constitaled, | heartily approve of the proposed u'zt.reT l”< Is
Excellency, and fully concur 1 the apiaion expressed by some
- » J ‘
of your Honors, that our duly to nur:w!uﬁ nnpera xwlhy calls
npon us to adept the proposed course ; for, it we do, w .ah,v;r.
may be the regult—whether the prayer of the address um:’ he
. 3 i e
comphied with by His Excelleucy, or whether he may refus
10 conply with it—one thing desired by us we shall aitain, —
vide the public t
that 18, the making it evident to . : :
tame ‘luhdued, and servile legislstive body wh ch h).mmn,
we u’e sugposed to have become, and which, we have but too
2 ne s
much reason 1o believe, cthers most sincerely

us.
Hon, Mr. PaLmer—Ilie Hon’:w ﬂ;nne < oea
ecause, as he saye, it has ‘ £y, :
lI':I':mll’, east and west, n(y)’(lll and ._outh,thal His f.m,:el:,x;:zr‘lf
empowered to remodel this Council, lhot_;l" he hl: nw"“,‘ |' “_m,
for the purpose of producing harmony or action el s ““.m e
the House of Assembly, we are degraded 1n \behes mmw e
the public. How the knowledge possessed by : e Izuhe 4
His Excellency 18 invested with sucha pnwer,l; muh“ oy
grading to this House, as his Honor Mr. Walker 8

it is, | cannot conceive ; but this I know, that, if [ thought
’

thia Council was, thereby, so humiliated and degraded lsehi
professes to heheve it is, 1 would be very sorry to conting

member of it. His Honor Mr. Walker hua'u?ld' n.ln‘sht“s:::
Atidreul of the House of Assembly to Her N q;a y,mmn v
sion, contains sundry complaints against (h; OL":he Rower
chur,ucler of this House, and that he will not roXml bogg <
with which it is thereby l((empledol:l b:‘rggl::;n- x I,yym; b
( -

-ltrlngf‘:‘r;cozl:;;l:‘;:’c‘{h:’lfe.l:' l::(lsuhsyc:ribes to that decllvumn(i
Nev, 1 mlT ask his Honor how, if this Address be ptelem(:h
No}'l'n’ Excellency, and His Excellency declines to con;'[)ly w‘r;l.
::e :nyer of it,as I may, | believe, safely assure u? b b
Excgllency will, how will he then, with any show ©

o has just sat down fancies

| dress, hie has evinced, insiead of a sHirit of slavish sabmission |

elves 10 lie under the impnied degrnd*““"’]he will persist in withiolding the-Despatch.

nt, we have, 48 Swabey’s) motion, the House again divided ,—
therefore, as | .

jury to support the address which |

hat we are not the |
desire 10 inake |

throughout the |

formation concerning the acceplance which these allegations |
may have received 1na certain quager of the highest authority. |
as may enable him and ns colleaguss to gend forih a jusufica- |
tion of themselves : and, fur so dong, he is, oddly enough, |
charged with sabscribing to hs own degradation. In my {
opinion, his Honor Mr. Walker feels, and has spoken, ss, in {
the circumstances in which he 1s placed, it would become any
man of honor and spirti 1o feel and speak ; 2nd, instead of being
degraded by his support of the Address under our consideration, |
he will thereby gain additional estegm and increased consider |
ation in the minds of all right thinking and indenendent men.
s having been contented to allow the whole matter to remein |
unnoticed, and wade no ground of any defensive or exculpa |
|
|

tory action by this Council, might, perhaps, with some show of

| justice, have heea consirued wito acquiescence in the truth of |

the charges preferred ngrinst us; bui, by his indignant denial |
of those charges, and Lis warm gupport of the proposed Ad- |
and degrada i.n, the fechngs of an houorable and independent !
mun. |

Hon. Mr. HurcuixsoN—It is jwpossible ttuly to advance
anything degrading to the characier of this louse. And, mn
fact, what has been advanced by the Honse of Assembly. in
their Addrees to the Queen, concerning the legislative proceed |
ings of this Council, amounts, if rightly understood, to nothing f
more than this ; that, because we rejected the pre-payment of |
Postage Bill, a measure approved of by the Government, it is |
1o be inferred we may, out of a factious spirit, obstruct or reject |
other Government measures, Ous reasons for refusing to pass |
the Post Office 31l of last Sesaidng in the form 1 which |
came before us, and acgerding ‘ﬁ’mogrlyi-nm reesived |
fiom Hofne concerming 11 nave Y Sy iv: Houe }
Ministry ; and, at this Session, modified to suit our views, it |
has been again submitted to our consideration ; and we have |
passed it. | cannot see that, with respect to any measure, |
whether a Government measure or otherwize, we have ev»‘r‘
decided amiss, or done wrong.  Bafore any threat was held out |
against us, we acted independently ; we have done 6 since ; |
and, | trust, we will do 80 now. he Despatch which has been |
received 1n answer to the address of the House of Assembly, |
Jast Session, may contato the threat of a remodelling of this |
Council, as, indeed, we have been plainly informed it does ;
but I am inchined 1o thivk 1t contains something more of a dif-
ferent character ; and perhaps our own address to Her Msjesty 1
may have had its efféct in cansing through that Despateh, such |
a check be given to the Government and their party in the other
House as has induced them to abandon, with respect to us, |
that tone and bearing of arrogant assamption which so strongly
characterized them last session; for now there 18 a marked |
change in the manner in which they speak of thie Council, and |
conduct themselves towards ns,  Jut for the intemperance dis. |
played by them last Session, perhaps some reason, besides their |
dissatisfection with our independence, may be found. They |
were, then, just come from their triumph, flushed with victory, |
and intoxicated with succese ; and their exiravagances and in |
diseretion were, whilst they were 1n astate of such high excite- |
ment, not to be so much wondered at. as if they had so demean- |
ed themsclves after having bad time to sober down into
propriety of speech and action., Except with respect to the
pre-payient of Postage Bill, we have no', i any way opposed
a Government measure ; but have disposed of all public busi-
ness which has come before us in an honest, impariial, and
independent spirit. The two Houses are now in harmony,
proceeding with the business of the Seum.nn ; and I should be
SOrry lo see any lhlllg arise to drive us into opposition to the
Government and their majority in the Assembly. Why, the
prayer of the address to ILis Excellency now under our consider-
ation should meet with a refusal, | cannot see. It is proposed
to ask His Excellency, in the most courteous manner, by the
address, to lay before us the Despatch containing the threats as
to a reconstruction of our Body ; in order that we may, thereby,
Jearn how far, and on what grounds, we have been misrepre-
sented to Her Mujesty and the Home Government ; apd, heing ‘
<o informed, have it in our power to justify our actions, and |
free ourselves from disparscement; and | canuot allow myself |
to believe that, if the addrese be presented to s Excellency,

The question of concurrence having teen put on his Honor
Mr. Palmer's motion of amendment, a3 hereinbefore given, the
Honse divided : p

CoxtEnts.—Hon. Mr. Palmer, Hs Honor the Pr(‘sxden‘,l
Hons. Mr. Forgan, Mr. Jolinson, and Mr. Simpson,—35. [

Non-Conrenyes.—Hons, Col. Swabey, Mr. Dingwell, Mr,
Craawell, Mr. Walker, Mr. Melutyre, and Mr. Hatchinson,—G

And it passed in the negative. f

‘The question having been pui on the original (Hon. Colonel

Contents.—Hons Col. Swabey, Mr Dingwell, Mr. Cras-

| well. Mr. Walker, Mr. Mclniyre, and Me, Hutchinson.—6
Nos-CoNtenTs.—Hon. Mr. Palmer;s His Honor the Presi- |

dent. Hons. Mr. Forgan, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Sunpson.—3.
And it was resolved in the atlirmative.

R. B. Invixg, Reporter.
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| IIOUSE OF ASSEMDLY.
| ELECTION BILL.

| House again in Committee on this Bill—=Mr. J Yeo
lin the Chair. Discussionresumed on the resolution in
reference to transferring the political privileges of a
town from Princetown to Summerside and St. Eleanor’s.

Hon. Mr. POPE—I presume there will be vlittlc op-
position to the resclution before the Committee. It
was, I may say, suggested by the hon. member.for
Princetown himself. 1t is absurd that a place which
has only some 200 votes should have the power to re-
turn two members to this House. When this privilege
was granted to Princetown, it was intended to be the
capital of the county; but as St. Eleanor’s and Sawm-
merside now virtually hold that position, the privélege
should be transferred to them. But while I would de-

prive P i
sider it nothing but right and reasonable t'h‘:u it should
also be relieved from all extra taxes: The question
will then be are the people of Summerside willing to
take the taxes now borne by Princetown upon their
shoulders? 1 maintain that they are already heavily
taxed, many of them hm{ing to pay 15s. on their houses,
consequently if the principle o‘f mxau'op_g't.._'f,rmn‘q‘tgwn
were adopted there, it woyldye 2f"advantage to Sum-
merside. I believe th 0 a town and royalty there
are about 4000 acrfy o the whole of Lot 17 might

rincetown of represemutinn as a town, I con-|

| @dvantages, springing up into a town, we ought to

very well be brought in with Summerside; but I would
not give it the advantages which Lot 13 now has, that
of possessing extra elective privileges without any ad-
ditional taxation. The hon. leader of the Opposition
stated that he would support the resolution if the pre-
amble were amended or struck out, Iam not particular
about the preamble, my desire is to aid the hon. member
Mr. Sinclair to disfranchise Princetown, as well as to
do justice to the thriving village of Ssummerside. The
people of Lot 17 knowing this resolution to be before
!he'l.fouso., lately held a public meeting, and got up a
petition in its favor, because one in opposition to it was
being sent in from Princetown. I think every person
ought to see that it is reasonable Summerside should be
the county town.

Mr. SINCLAIR—The hon. member for Bedeque
seems to think there will be no opposition to the reso-
lution. Tt shall at least receive what I can give. He
wsinuates that [ desire to disfranchise Princetown,
though he very well knows that I never expressed any-
thing of the kind. When hon. members come to con-
sider this subject calmly, and aside from party feeling,
they will, I think, see that it would be an act of injus-
tice to deprive Princetown of its privileges. Itis well
known that it is a place which has been laid off for a
town, and that the Government holds a considerable
quantity of land there. True it has not progressed
very rapidly, but other places are nearly in the same
position. Georgetown has made very little improve-
ment,—in fact Charlottetown is the ouly place which
has arisen to any importance. But this is not to be
wondered at, as the Island can not be expected to sup-
port mnany towns. I do not see that Summerside has
become so great a town that it should claim the privilege
of returning two members. The Government possesses
no lands there, and though it has improved rapidly the
last few years, no person can tell how long this improve-
ment may continue. Before it can have a right to this
privilege it should be in a greater state of progress—it

should have a population sufficient to entitle it to be-
come the county tewn. The hon. member has ex-
pressed his desire to include the whole of Lot 17
with Summerside, which goes to prove that he him-
self thinks it is not far enough advanced as a town
to warrant the proposed change. The people of
Princetown have fora number of years paid very
high taxes, and several new roads have been laid off
in the place, for which they have had to pay besides.
Certainly then it is unjust to treat them as proposed
by the hon. member for Bedeque. Princetown, I
believe, will become a town at no distant day. Its
situation is such that when the population of the
Colony increases it will be built up. When our
people turn their attention more to the fisheries it
must rise, as its central position on the north side
admirably adapts it for that trade. But while there
is plenty of land to be obtained, we cannot expect
this branch of industry to receive much attention, and
probably some years may elapse befcre Princetown
becomres a place of much importance; but that it will
ultimately be built, few I think, will deny. I believe
there is a petition before the House from St. Elea-
nor’s and Summerside in favor of the resolution,
which the hon. member says wus got up because
there would be one sent in from Princetown of a
contrary TANWrE.  The people of Princctown never
thought of the like until they heard what was duing
at Summerside and St. Eleanor’s; and though they
immediately started a counter petition, the time was
so short that fewer signatures were obtained than
would otherwise have been. Ifitis considered that
Princetown should be deprived of representation, I
would like to hear upon what grounds Summerside
has a better claim.

Hon. Mr. HAVILAND-—When this matter was
first brought before the House, 1t took me rather by
surprise: but having since given it mature consider-
ation, I have been led to thie conclusion that the
ciaim of Summerside and Lot 17 to representation is
much greater than that of Princetown and Lot 18S.
The hon. member, Mr. Sinclair, appears to think
that the franchise is a kind of property, and that to
take it away would be like depriving persons of their
houses or lands.  The elective privilege should
never be looked upon as property, but as a trust;
and because it is such the Legislature has power to
transfer it from one part of the country to another,
The Legislature acted upon this principle in 1856
when it annexed Lot 18to Princetown. The mem-
bers for that place ought no longer to be called the
members of Princetown, but of Princetown and Lot
18, Ifthe people who hold town lots there have had
to pay high taxes, they have possessed the peculiar
privilege of voting. But if they are to be deprived
of representation as a town,the taxes may be changed,
and made the same as on Towaship lands. The
hon. member for Princetown argues that Summer-
side is not far enough advanced to be made the
county town,since it is proposed to take in with it the
whole of Lot 17. But this Township may be said to
contain two towns, Summerside and St. Eleanor’s,
which circumstance gives it a much superior claim
to Princetown and Lot 18. St. Eleanor’s has been
the capital of Prince County for a number of years,
and=l believe if that county were canvassed to-mor-
row, a large majority of the people would be found
to preferit to Princetown  The principle on which
the resolution is based is that the franchise should
be taken from towns which do not increase,and given
to those that do. 1 do not see what trade is ever to
make Princetown a place of importance. George-
town has slowly, no doubt, but gradually improved.
The first time | was returned to represent it, I ob-
tained only 67 votes, whereas at the last election, 1
received 140, more than double the number. It has
now many respectdble buildings and a considerable
trade. But Princetown remains the same as when
laid off by the Surveyor General, which shows that
a grand mistake was made when that place was
selected for a town. It is not in a central position.
I would venture to say that hundreds in Prince
County have never seen the site where the town was
proposed to be built. Summerside 1s the best place
that can be chosen for the county town, both on ac-
count of its position and extensive trade. When the

| railway in New Brunswick is completed, Summerside
| will no doubt rapidly increase; and I would not won-
| der, but I might live to see it the largest town in the
I Colony.
! Hon. Mr. McAULAY—TI generally agree with my
| hon. colleague, because he displays so much com-
| mon sense; but we differ a little on this subject. I
shall advert briefly to the history of towns. People
are divided into two great classes, agriculturists and
artisans. Artisans are led to collect into one place
| on account of the facilities-which are thus afforded
for carrying on their employment; so that in all new
countries, and in those emerging from barbarism,
| towns gradually arise. Following out this principle,
| and to make provision for what might naturally be
expected to occur in an increasing Colony, we find
that in this Island a number of years ago, three
| places were laid off for towns. But the selection for
| Prince County did not prove a judicious one. The
| site chosen never became an emporium of trade.
Another part of the county became the seat of com-
| merce, and when we see that place, in spite of dis-

foster it. But Summersice has, in some respects,

musication with Shediac and Charlottetown. The
hon. member, Mr Haviland, has prophesied that it
will become the largest town in the Colony; and if
we may judge of its future progress by that of the
last few years, in all probability his prediction will
come true 1 think, however, the Committee should
pause before they pass the resolution. We ought
to be careful not to deprive any place of its privileges,
Bn} Princetown was deprived of its privileges long
before the present resolution was thought of. It was
deprived of its representatim as a town when the
late party in power swamped it by the annexation of
Lot 18. 1 feel sorry that the proposal that Prince-
town shall cease to be a borough, should annoy a
single individual; still I consider it my duty to sup-
port the resolution. But Princetown ought to be re-
lieved from all extra taxation, and Summerside should
be made to bear the burden.

Hon. Mr. COLES—I thought we were going to
be ﬁgvored with the history of towns from the creation,
but it turned out a very meagre affair. The disfran-
chisement of Princetown, which was at first rather
spoken of in jest, is now becoming a serious matter.
1'am of opinion, as I before remarked, that since
Summerside has risen to be a town, it should have a
distinct representation, because its interests are be-
coming different from those of country districts, But
the question is should Princetown be wholly disfran-
chised? I seethac by the new Reform Bill in Britain
it is not proposed to deprive small old boroughs total-
ly of their represertation, but to allow them to re-
turn one member. Now we may adont this principle
with respect to Princetown, by leaving it one, and
giving the other to Summerside. Princetown could
not reasonabiy complain at such an arrangement;
and as Semmerside is only rising into a town, one
member would be sufficient for it at present. When
it becomes as large as Charlottetown it ought then to
be allowed another. I think the House should make
some regulation now respecting the building of Sum-
merside; the streets should be made at right angles,
and also of a certain width, The site is an excellent
one, and if it be only properly laid off, it will make
a very pretty town.

Hon. the SPEAKER—I would like to know from
the hon. member who has just sat down whether he
intends to include Lot 18 with Princetown in his pro-
posal to give one member:o each, for as long as that
is the case Princetown mdy be said to have no re-
presentation. To give only one representative to
Priucetown, along with Lot 18, would disfranchise
the town altogether. Ifit were placed in its former
position by being separated from that Township, one
member would aot be so objectionable. But the sug-
gestion of the hon. leader of the Opposition I can
never agree with. If the present representation of
Princetown is to be taken away it shall be without
my concurrence. | cannot understand what the Goy-
ernment has to do with Summerside, There is no
Government land in the place. 1f the representation
be given to it, property there will rise; but it will
fail in Princetown, and thus cause a loss to the Gov-
ernment which, I think, is one of the strongest argu-

ments against the proposed change. Princetown

has been rather unfortunate, Had the public build-
ings net Leen taken away, it wonld have made some

progress.- | knew that persons there took out tim-
ber with the intention of building, bat they proceed-
ed no further when they learned that the public
buildings were to be erected at another place. 1am
sorry that Princetown appears to be doomed. First
it was deprived of the public buildings, then Lot 18
was joined to it, and now its proposed to disfran-
chise it altogether. Itis one of the oldest settle-
ments in the Island, and though the peaple there
have been paying heavy taxes, they have made very
few claims upon the Government. I think it would
be unjust for the Legislature to deprive Princetown
of the last privilege it seemns to possess. . I never
thought that the proposition of the hon. member for
Bedeque was to be more than a joke. I regret that
my colleague made any reference to the place, asl
feared the consequences, The Committee, I trst,
will negative the resolution before them. But how
ever hon. members may be disposed to act, I shal
give it all the opposition in my power,

Mr. COOPER—Before representation be given to
Summerside something else should be taken into con-
sideration. No arrangement has yet been made
there respecting public buildings, and other things
which require to be attended to in every town. In
other places when a town is laid off, the people gene-
rally elect magistrates, who have the power to re-
gulate all such matters. Some provision of this kind
should be made in Summerside before it can have a
claim to r2presentation. Again, we should ascertain
what it will do for the general revenue, before we
give it this privilege. 1 consider the House ought to
defer this subject for the present, and no doubt the
enterprising people of that place will make applica-
tion for the necessary regulations.

Davip Larp, Reporter,
(To be continued ) :

¢ orvespondence.

To Tae Epiror oF tne ExamiNer,

Sir,—1I think it is very proper to call public attention to
the arbitrary conduct of the Board of Education, and to Jet
the Distriet Teachers throughout the Island know the manner
in which they are tu be treated by this sapient band of
partisans. Before going further, perhaps it would be as
well to give the names of the members of the Board. They
are:

Rev. 8. Patterson— Presbyterian,

Rev. Thomas Duncan — Presbyterian,

Rev. George Sutherland — Prestyterian,,

John McNeill, Esquire— Prestyterian,

Rev. D. Fitzgerald—Church of England,

Hou. Joseph Hensley— Church of England,

John Keuny, Esquire— Roman Catholic.

Judging from the preponderance of the Preshyterian
element in the DBoard, it is impossible, I should think, for
Roman Catholics to have much confidence in it. Moreover,
it is certain that many Protestants feel very much aggrieved
at not being represented at the Board, Mark well, that
there are four Presbyterians on it, whereas there is not o0 e
Baptist, not one Wesleyan Methodist, not one Bible Chris-
tian in counection with it! T would say that the Rev. Dr,
Kuox, the Kev. Mr. Suteliffe, aud the Rev. Mr. Burker,
are as much entitled to a seat at the Board as the Revds,
Messrs. Duncan and Sutherland. Why was not the Rev.
Donald MecDonald, of Belfast, appointed a member of the
Board? He has been a long time on the Island, he is a
respectable Minister, of urbane manners, and he is a good
scholar, and [ believe that he is too liberal minded to have
his opinions warped by bigotry. Perhaps the real cause of
ueither of the four last mentioned gentlemen beirg appointed
to a seat at the Board is, because they refused, at the time
of the last election, to degrade their mitistry by exciting ua-
just prejudices against Roman Catholics.

For the last few weeks there have been in Charlottctown
a vumber of District Teachers—perhaps forty—preparing
themselves with the greatest possible diligence to repass the
Board of Edacation, according to the requirements of the
Act recently passed by our Legislatare. It is quite un-
necessary for me to say that their absence from bome,

| been favored. It has been connected by steam com-

travelling expeoscs, board, &o., in Cbarlottetown, have Cl.d




