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Adam started up from his chair,
seized his hat which lay on the table.
he stood still then, and looked at Mr.
Irwine as if ha had a question so ask,
which it was yet d'fflzult to utter. Bartle
Massey rose quietly, turned ths key in the
door, and put it in his pocket.

‘Is he come back? said Adam at last.

‘No, he is not,” said Mr. Irwine quietly.
‘Lay down your hat, Adam, unless you
would like to walk out with me for a little
fresh air. I fear you have not been out

| again to-day.’

‘You nzedn’t deceive me, sir,” said Adam

looking hhird at Mr. Irwine, and speaking

in a tone of angry suspicion. ‘You needn’t
i be afraid of me. I only want justice. I
want him to feel what she feels. 1t's his
{work......she was a child as it’ ud ha’ gone t’
‘any body’s heart to lcok

ateesssa]l don’t care’

justice, you are in danger of being led on
to the commission of eome great wrong.
Remember that you told me abent your
feelings after you had given that blow to
Arthur in the Grove.

Adam was silent ; the last words had
cal'ed up a vivid image of the past, and Mr.
Irwine left him to his thoughts, while he
spoke to Bartle Massey sbout old Mr. Don-
nithorne’s funeral and other matters of an

indifferent kind. But at length Adam
turned round and said in a more subdued
tone,

‘I've not asked about ’em at th’ Hall
Farm, sir. Is Mr. Poyser coming '

‘He is come ; he is in Stoniton to-night,
But I could not sdvise him to see you,
Adam. His own mind isin a very per-
turbed state, and it is best he should not
;see you till you are calmer.’

{ *Is Dinah Morris come to 'em, sir?
said they’d sent for her.’

' ‘No Mr. Poysertells me she was not
come when he left. They are afraid the
| letter has not reached her. It scems they
had no exact addrest.

Adam sat rmmninating a little while, and

then said :

Seth

|

| what she’s done...... it was him brought her| "<y £ o0 G6r if Dinah 'ud ha’ gone to see
to it And he sl,lull 'know it......he shall her. But perhaps the Poysers wonld ha’
| feel it...... if there’s a just God, he shall feel j..0 (0 0 against it, since they won't

' what it is t’ ha’ brought a child like her to
sin and wisery—’ ;
( “1'm not deceiving you, Adam,’ said Mr.
{Irwine; * Arthur Donnithorne is not come
' back—was not come back when I left. I
| have left a letter for him; he will know all’
' a3 soon as he arrives.’ !
| ‘“But you don’t mind about it,’ said
Adam, indignantly. ‘You think it doesn’t
matter as she lies there in shame and'
misery, and he knows nothing about it—
| he suffers nothing.’ T
i o Adam, he wi/l know—he will sufler,
long and bitterly. He has a heart and a
conscience; I can’t be entirely deceived in |
| his character. 1 am convinced—I am sure!
| e didn’t fall vuder tcmwptation without a
|struggle. He may be weak, but he is not |
{callous, not coldly selfish. [ am persuaded |

* that this will be a shock of which he will '

,feel the effects all his life. Why do you|
ciave vengeance in this way? No amount |
[of torture that you could irfiict on him |
could benefit her.’ {

‘ No—O God no,” Adam groaned out, |
sinking on his chair again; ¢ but that is the
deepest curse of all......that’s what makes
| the blackness of it......it can never be undone.
| My poor Hetty......she can never by my
sweet Hetty again......the prettiest thing
that God had made—smiling up at me......
I thought she loved me......and was good—’

Adam’s voice had been gradually sinking
into a hoarse undertone, as if he were only
talking to himself; but now he said abrupt-
ly, locking at Mr. Irwine :

, But she isn’t as guilty as they say?
You don’t think she is, sir ! She can’t ha’
done it.’

‘ That perhaps can never be known with
certainty,  Adam,” Mr. Irwine amswered,
gently. ‘In these cases we sometimes form
our judgment on what seems to us strong
evidence, and yet, for want of knowing
some small fact, our judgment is wrong.
But suppose the worst; you have no right
| to say that the guilt of her crime lies with
him, and that he ought to bear the punish-
ment. It is not for us men to apportion
the shares of moral guilt and retribution.
We find it impossible to avoid mistakes
even in determining who has committed a
single criminal act, and the problem how
far a man is to be held responsible for the
unforeseen sonsequences of his own deed,
is one that might well make us tremble to
look into it. The evil consequences that
may lie folded in a single act of selfish in-
dulgence, is a thought so awful that it
ought surely to awaken some feeling less
presumptuous than a rash desire to punish.
You have a wind that can understand this
fully, Adam, when you are calm. Don’t
suppose I can’t enter into the anguish that
drives you into this state of revengeful
hatred ; but think of this ; if you were io
obey your passion- for it is passion, and
you deceive yourself in calling it justice—
it might be with you precisely as it has
been with Arthur; nay, worse; your passion
might lead you yourself into a horrible
| crime,’

‘No—not worse,” said Adam. bitterly ;!
‘I don’t believe 1t's worse--1'd sooner do it’
—1’d sooner do a wickedness as lcuuld|
suffer for myself, thau ha’ brought her to do|
wickedness and then stand by and eee’em(
punish her while they let me alone; and all |
i for a bit o’ pleasure as, if he’ had a man’s
heart in him, he’ ha’ cut his hand off|
sooner than he’d ha' taken it. What if he'
didn’t forcsee what’s happened 7 He fore-
saw enough; he’'d no right t’ expect any-
thing bu* harm and shawe to her. And
then he wanted Lo smooth it off wi’ lies. No |

|

|

e flliction,

come nigh her themselves., But I think
she would, for the Methodists are great
folks for going into the prisons; and Seth
said he thought she would., She'd a very
tender way with her, Dinah had; I wonder
if she could ha’ dune any good. You never
saw her, sir, did you ”

‘Yes, 1 did; 1 had a conversation with
her—she pleased me a good deal. And
now you mention it, I wish she would come;
for it is possible that a gentle, wmild woman
like her might move Hetty to open her
heart. The jail chaplain is rather harsh in
his manner.’

* But it’s 0’ no use if she doosn’t come,’

| said Adam, sadly.

“ If I’ thought of it earlier, T would have
taken some measures for finding her out,’
said Mr. Irwive, ‘ but it’s ioo late now, I
fear. Well, Adam, I must go now. Try
to get some rest to-night. God bless you.
I'll see you early to-morrow morning.’

(To he econtinued. )

Obituary.

Mr. John M. McNeill died at Vietoria
West cn the Slst ult., in the 73rd year of
his age. He was born in Cavendish, where
he spent over sixty years of his hife,

Of the many virtues of the deceased we
mention first his love to his parents. This
virtue, growing all too rare, was conspicu-
ous in him, even when burdened with ths
care of his own family. As a member of
society, he was always prominent in every
measure and movement whose object was
advancement of what was right and
useiul—even if, for these ends, he had to
toil and make sacrilices, Mr. McNeill
read much; and blessed with a good
memory he retained what be read, and
reading only what was good, his wind be-
came stored and imbued with the best
principles and tendencies.  Hence, his
deep interest in Sabbath Schools, as a
means to educate the young in the eaving
doetrines of the gospel—his zeal in Christ’s
cause—in mission work at howe and
abroad. No cne rejoiced wmore in Dr.
Geddie’s success than he, whom, though he
loved as his pastor, he cheerfully gave up
to go far hence among the Gentiles. He
was liberal in the support of God’s cause,
even to self-denial; with him, the first
fruits of the season, must, as of o!d, be
given to the Lord.

Ordained an elder of Cavendish »nd New
Glasgow congregation during the Ministry
of Rev. Dr. Murray, there, he was faithful
and congcientious in the discharge of the
duties of that important cilice, teaching
‘from house to house,’ attentive to the sick
and dying. As a member of setesion he was

i useful and respected by all his trethern;

calm and judicious in judgement; his views
were always heard with deference and
carried weight. For years he filled the
office of clerk of session to the entire satis-
faction of all its members. He was prompt
and attentive to all his duties, remarkable
for punctuality in every thing. During
the last ten years of his life, Mr.
McNeill was a great sufferer by bodily
under the burden of which
finally succumbed. But he felt
that the rod of the Heavenly Father was
for his good—which lesson he humbly
sought to learn and glorify his God for
tribulation as well as for prosperity. He
lived a pious and useful life, a lover of
good men and good deeds. He has passed
away and his works do follow him—Iloved
and esteemed not ouly by his own family,

he
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other evil added to those we are sutfering
under; you could not bear the punishment
alone ; you would entail the worst sorrows
on every ore who loves you. You would
have committed an act of blind fury that
would leave all the present evils just as
they were and add worse evils to them.
You may tell me that you meditate no fatal
act of vengeance ; but the feeling in your
wind is what gives birth to such actions,

conceivable way. DBat, while this com-
pliment way be appreciated, what can be
said in favor of such competition, or the
character of such goods and their markets !
No one should be deceived, as the orignal
has the name of Curtis Davies, in full,
either on the bar or wrapper, and it 18
their purpose to let their reputatien stand
on this class of goods.
April 3, 1885. —oam dy wkly.

and as long as you indulge it, as long as
you do not see that to fix your mind on
Arthur’s punishment is revenge, and not

- -

L. E. Prowse's Hats snits the pocket and
fits the head, [mar 28



