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MRS, HOOTY CELEBRATES

The storms of life, if bravely met,
Are harmless, and stronger yet.
—Old Mother Nauur.e.

Winter was almost over, but
there was still snow and ice every-
where. It was difficult to believe
‘hat Sweet Mistress Spring was al-
ready on her way up from the
Land-of-always-Summer.  Winter
had been long and hard, and it
still was hard for most folks,

However, the cold and the snow
and the ice didn't prevent Hooty
the Great Horned Owl and Mrs.
Hooty from planning to set up
house-keeping. They are the first
ot all the feathered folks to begin
jousekeeping each year, and they
do not wait for the arrival of
3Jweet Mistress Spring to do it.

This year they had taken pos-
session of the very good nest that
Blacky the Crow and Mrs, Blacky
had built the year before, and had
planned to use again this year.
Mrs. Hooty decided that it was
just thes nest they wanted. They
didn't ask the Crows if they were
willing toegive up their nest. No,
sir, they didn't do anything of the
kind. They simply took possession,
and that was that. The very first
day they declded on taking the
nest there was a snowstorm. Mrs.
Hooty didn't want that nest filled
with snow again, so she simply
settled in that nest, and stayed
right there all through the storm.
The next morning, after the storm
was over, she got up and shook
herself. There was the nest as dry
inside as if there had been no
storm at all.
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Hooty turned his head and looked.
“So, that's it!” he exclaimed.

Hooty and Mrs. Hooty added a
few sticks to the nest, and Mrs.
Hooty fixed the inside to suit her
better. That was all that was done.
Nothing more was necessary. Mrs.
Hooty spent all her spare time in
the nest, or fussing with it. Hooty
wasn't much interested. If Mrs.
Hooty was satisfied that was all
that mattered to him. He was
more interested in getting some-
thing to eat. Getting a dinner was
real work these days, and he
spent most of the time he was
awake in hunting.

This particular night Hooty had
had poor luck. He had hunted all
night long. It was discouraging. It
was a cold night. It was such a
cold night that it was hard indeed
to believe that Mistress Spring
had even started up from the
Sunny South. When Hooty came in
sight of the nest Mrs. Hooty was
still on {t. She saw him coming
and left the nest. She sat beside
it and waited for Hooty to join
her. Hooty saw at once that she
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Contract Bridge

By Josephine Clubertson
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LOOK AHEAD!
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It is fatal in most cases for the
defenders to play on a trick-by-
trick basis, without following a
long-ranged plan tacitly agreed on.
In fact, the defenders must look as
far ahead as the declarer must,
and, whenever possible, keep one
vital step ahead of him, That is
precisely what East did not do in
the following deal.

8outh dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.
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The bidding:
South West North FEast
1¢ Pass 1INT Pass
24 Pass 34 Pass
44 Pass Pass  Pass
North had ‘to be decidedly

optimistic to raise South's spade
rebid, even though that rebid was
a strength-showing ‘“reverse.” In
fact, it was a little strange that
North chose to raise a suit which
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By Zaae Grey
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1S5 DORIAN GAVE ME THIS TO MAIL
ON THE MAINLAND, MRS. MECREEDY.
1T’ ADDRESSED TO MR, KIRBY

IN NEW YORK...
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SPECIAL VALENTINE DANCE
at CLOVER CLUB

Charlottetown’s Finest Dance Hall
SATURDAY NIGHT

Tables for 100 couples

For Reservations Phone 1222 Saturday between 4-8
pm. To avoid disappointment phone your Reserva-
tions early. No Reservations held after 10:30 p.m.

Hooty.

Hooty turned his head and look-
ed. “So, that's it!" he exclaimed.

“That's it,’ replied Mrs. Hooty
very proudly as she looked down
In the nest. In it was an almost
round white egg, the first agg of
the year for anyone in that
neighborhood. Tt really was some-

her nest. Do you wonder she want-
ed to celebrate? The first egg Is
always something to celebrate.
She didn't know it, but she was
really celebrating another dav..
She was celebrating a real birth-
day. You see, she had laid that

rather careless or
thoughtless in his handling of the
heart. suit, Proper timing of the
defense would have defeated the
contract. To effect that proper
timing, East had to return a low
heart at the second trick, and West
then had to shift to clubs. This
would have set up four sure tricks
for the defense — two hearts, one

first, of all the babies of the
Green Forest. Mother Bear al-
ready had two babies three weeks
old, but nobody knew it, Mother
Bear hardly knew it herself. for
she was still spending most of her
time asleep in her den.
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By Edwina |

ATULATIONS,

UNDER THE OIRCUMSTANCES,
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I THOUGHT THAT WAS
A PERFECTLY

NORMAL
QUESTION
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\T WOuLD BE SAFE !
P THERE 11—z

; \ H MY zA/vo.'Now-HOAN
Vi g

g

/
dag
(S
s
5 B

~’
| )

Dotty Dripple By Ruford : L J
eSS 80040/ ¥ By George McManus

THAN -
I WON'T BVEN
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