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The Cadre

‘The lsland

anlxee
By Suzanne Williams

I have been going through my compactdisc collection,
and I have been noticing that most of my musicis foreign. As
in Canadian.

I knew that manyofthese people were Canadian from
the start, but after finding out about other groupsandsoloists|
knowof, it seems that about 75-80%ofmypopular music CDs
feature Canadian artists, such as Sarah McLachlan, Bryan
Adams, and Ashley Maclsaac.

Actually, forthe longesttime,| thought Ashley Maclsaac
was a female. | figured he wasthe singer, because that’s how
things work in the States. When Madonnafirst cameout, the
name on the album wasn’t Jellybean, who was one ofthe
producers. Rather, it said “Madonna”right there, in black and
white.

I can’t tell the difference between American and Cana-
dian artists anymore.IfI’m listening to someonein the States,
I figure that this person or group is American. If I listen to
someone who I knowis American in Canada, they’re still
American, but when someoneI have never heard ofis played
on the radio up here, mymind says, “Canadian. Definitely.” But
are they?

Itseemslike you haveto buy the albumin ordertofigure
out where these groups are from, because the fashion is the
same,the voicesare practically the same, and the ideas behind
the songs are the same. Thelyrics, the themes, and even the
songs are the same. It’s only the names that change.

It really irks me to hear someone do a remake ofa song
I listened to when I was kid. The remake usually bites the big
one. That remake of “Every Breath I Take,” for example. |
know somelyrics were changed, because I don’t think Sting
would ever mention religion in his songs. This is a love song.
Whatdoes God havetodo with it? Unless this is some spiritual
rebirth thing. And the video really bites. When first listened to
that song in the 80s, I didn’t picture some guyfalling off his
motorcycle, getting up immediately, and rapping about some
dead guy.

Ido happen to like Nikki French’s remake of “Total
Eclipse ofthe Heart,” though, because all Bonnie Tyler ever
did was whine and bitch throughout the song, which only
lengthened the torture. | don’t know howthat song ever got to
bea big hit. Butwith the and stuff, it’s really great.

| understand when a group a song at a concert by
someone they admired and grew upwith, but don’t think that
the group should record the remakeontheiralbum, because the
new performer did not write the song.It’s stealing. Copyright
meansnothing to me. Ifa copyright ofa song expires, people
shouldstill respectthesong forwhat it was instead ofrecording
it while adding more ornamentation to the ends ofphrases to
make the song “fresh.”

Songs do not mean what they used to. The lyrics are
there, but when the singeroreroprofanity or
the word “baby” after every other word, nothing gets said
ex! “I don’tknowanythingaboutmusic.” So whynot leave
it tothe experts, i.e. the peoplewhoreallycan sing? Songsdon’t
haveto havehigh notes in order to be ial. don’t have
Thnrascetadine apdeiies infeehcaaleedia eto have
nothing but ornamentation. Save that for Christmas. It’s only
four weeks awayas it is.

 

 

Travel: Salzburg, Austria
By Kristen Patterson

Currency: The Austrian schilling is worth 0.11 Canadian dollars (one Canadian dollar
is worth 8.71 Austrian schillings).

Enter the land where window shopping can both tantalize and depress. From miniature
musical instruments to gorgeouslinen blouses, not to mentionstrings ofoutdoor cafés, I had
to fight to hold back the tears when discovering those nastylittlenumbers knownas prices. This
city believes in the power of moneyandhas little mercy on shoestring travellers like myself.
It is a fantastic place to explore, though, especially in the companyoffellow hostellers. Just
focus your attention away from the merchandise, to the scenery around you. They can’t
charge you anythingforlooking.

Howto get to Salzburg: There’s alwaysthetrain. | found the stationa little confusing
(getting thereat night did not help) but not impossible to navigate my way through. Just head
for the front ofthe building and look outside. There should be rowsoftram lanes waiting for
you. Asfar as buses are concerned,I have sorted somethingout that shouldbe ofhelp. re
are three different possibilities through Travelcuts, Eurobuswill get you to Salzburg via their
Northern Zonetours. Contiki and Top Deckare the twoother companies, whodopass through
Austria, though I’m notsure they stop in Salzburg. Ifthey don’t, I'd be very surprised. And
of course, there are all the other modesoftransportationavailable, as usual.

Where to stay: | stayed at the Jugendgistehaus at Eduard Heinrich StraBe 2, 5020
Salzburg. The hostel was pretty -- mydad andI were ina private room whileatthe hostel.
Thisis an option at sleeamaaediadil and is somethingofalifesaverwhenyou’redespairing
from sharing space with five to twenty other people each night. It costs a bit more butis very
worth it ifyou don’t feel upto socializing. The hostelis well-located, close to the city’s centre.

How to get around Salzburg: Apart from walking, trams are the way to cover longer
distances and they’re relatively easy to figure out. Cycling is a possibility, although there are
tons of pedestriansso it’s hard to navigate your way through the city streets.

Where to go: Thisis it. Here is where cheesy comes into play big time. Ifyou feel up
to it, by all means, buya ticket forthe Salzburg Sightseeing TourofTheSoundofMusic. Team
up with American tourists from the hostel- itaddsso much totheoverall experience. Ifyou’re
really lucky, you'll getanAmericantourguidenamedBrendanwho,fortunately foryou,played
scoresatoeeneproduction oftheenWereameneeneeey
reprise his role, live, for your istening pleasure. if you’re feelinga little dangerous,
Brendan that you’re Canadian, and he'll tack on “eh” to the end ofevery sentence he utters.
I can sayin all honesty that the Sound ofMusic tour ietoeer ee
much. However,it’s one way to get out into the Alpsand listening to Mr. "s
lectures on communism Naziism is worth the view. Say hi to Brendan for me.
sightseeingpossibilitiesare:

Mozartplatz and Mozarts Geburtshaus:this is, ofcourse, the birthplace ofMozart
and ifyou're interested, stop by the statue and his home.

Festung HohenSalzburg: you can’t miss this castle, as it’s high on hill, overlooking
the entire city.

Dom:this is a beautiful cathedral, located near Mozartplatz.

Getreidegasse: where hearts are broken and spirits crushed. In other words, the
shoppingdistrict.

Mira : one ofthe prettiest gardens and the last stopon the Sound
of Music tour (the “Do, a Deer” sequence was shot here). Feel free to re-enact the
entire number, including all choreography, at noextra charge.

Next issue: Chamonix, France. Happy Holidays!   
 

© on altel a as

 


