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The shadow of tragedy was evid-

van Stellen homestead. very
house, with blinds drawn across
every window, Jooked more mournful
than usual. Half

were_there already, and thefr owne
ers, hat in hand,
Akward rieps tonnsint” o
awkward sl contrasf
With, thelr “Orp" clothes and no
familiar collars.” Adhemar drew up
among the earlier arrivals, and when

i, | he went into. the house alone, Mal-

colm understood that his and Cor-
neille’s presence had been insisted
upon for moral support alone.
Awkwardly the minutes dragged
past. Then diversion came with the
sound of clattering hoofs on the
road, and they turned quickly to see
& scraggy pony coming ards
em,

The pony swept up the rise to-
wards the house. ‘The rider was
Maraka, and he was an astonishing
sight. Over a pair of weli-patched
khaki trousers, he wore, apparently
in deference to the house of mourn-
ing, an old-fashioned frock coata
pe
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Sealed Tenders

= will be received by the un-
dersigned up to and includ-
- Ing Monday noon, July 17,
1939, for painting interior
and exterior of West Roy-
alty School. Paint supplied.
Lowest tender not ne-
cessarily accepted.
J. W. TRAINOR,
Secretary
West Royalty.
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Two Apartments in first class con-

dition. Six and seven rooms. Rang:s

in kitchen. Garages. Also One six

room tenement. Apply
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Lumber & Shingles

<'x4" $1.35; 2"x5" $1.75 per.
- 100 linear ft. Boards $1.50 and
$1.90. Wide surfaced spruce
boards $3.00 per 100 board ft.
Sheathing and Cove siding. Large
tedar posts. Cedar shingles all
grades reasonably priced; also
hard and soft firewood. Free de-
livered in full loads 20 miles
radius.
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green with age, whose skirts ﬂago
against his bare ankles, and above
whose velvet collar, his bare neck
and head rose with vulture-like
rominence. Dismounting beside the
uggy, he handed the overcoats with
which he was burdened, to Corneille.

“Maybe him plenty cold by and
by, Baas,” he said, ingenuously.

And without further explanation
he tied his pony’s reins to the
wheel of the trap, and betook him-
self to the stables, where he joined;
a group of van Stellen’s boys, l

‘I with he'd found some better
excuse for his curiosity,” said Cor-
neille, stum'n;i the coats vindictively
under the seat.

But Malcolm’s eyes were still on
Maraka, who had ncw left the group
at the stables and was wandering
mournfully away, with a blanketed
companion, towards the rough track
that led from the homestead to the
river, Suddenly his expressiton
changed. The blanketed boy was
standing in the middle of the track,
talking and gesticulating, but Mar-
aka was examining one of the fenc-
ing posts at the side of the track.
The blanketed boy talked on. Mar-
ake crossed the track and examined
another post. Malcoim  watched
them intently. He glanced quickly at
Corneille, and saw that he had s2en
nothing of what was happening. And
Maraka was apparently quickly sat-
isfied with what he was doing; he
was already walking back towards
the buggy. He unfastened his pony,
and_ announcing that if he did not
go home the porridge and coffee
would be burnt, he leapt into the
saddle and cantered away.

Almost immediately Adhemar re-
joined them.

“Japie,” he said, “was only just
dead when his father found him.
He'd been out, to put out night-lines
in the river. His hor:e must have
tripped or stumbled badly, near the
fence, and thrown him.”

Maleolm  hardly listened; his
thoughts were racing blindly. Why
had Mareka been so defer to

follow him, as his extremel&ﬂmy
pretext proved? What had seen
or found now? Surely not more evi-
dence of foul play? Were the two
accidents even more akin than, at
first sight, they appeared ?
That thought startled him. Japie
had been km%d within a few yards
of his front door. This death had
not been accidental, then they had
indeed something to reckon with.

CHAPTER XV
MARAKA SAYS MURDER

During their late breakfast Mal-
colm could hardly control his im-
patience. He must get hold of Mar-
aka immediately. He mus{ know
whether his wild suspicions had any
foundation.

‘The meal was over at last, and he
caught Cornelille’s arm as Adhemar
deep in thought, walked out of the

room,

“Corneille,” he said in a low voice,
“we must ‘i"‘t hold of Maraka ab
once. He didn’t follow us for noth-
ing—these overcoats were an obvious
blg:d, not_curiosity as you thought.
He's found out something and I saw
him do it.”

“Now then, Malcolm,” said Cor-
nen’l;a1 . deprecatingly, “you're off

ainl”

ag

But Malcolm was not to be off.

“1f don’t talk to Maraka, I
will» he announced; and Cornellle
gave in, They went out of the house
by the back door, and as they pass-
ed through the kitchen Corneille
beckoned to Maraka, who followed
them to Malcolm's rondavel.

“What is it now, Maraka? Mal-
colm asked point blank as the cook

came in.
“Oho, Baas,” said K Maraka, and
tting his hand in_ his pocket he
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drew out s scrap of newspaper, un-
folded it with %e‘at care, and hand-
ed it to Malcolm; and he, bending
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