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like they were ata
basketball game.

After the No-Cases, I
thought it would be a
goodideaif Vince
and I took advantage
of our ECMA passes
to see some
showcases for free.
The atmosphere of
the showcases was
very different from the
No-Cases. The
audience had no
energy, there were
too many tables in the
way for people to
dance, and the
audience was made
up of old people.
When we arrived we
caught the end of Fly
Jimmy Swift’s
performance and they
were smoking, but the
crowd didn’t seem to
notice.

When the next artist
was being announced,
the introduction made
me think he was going
to suck. The MC
listed his
accomplishments of
doing music for Due
South and Black
Harbour, playing with
Hall and Oates, and
hisrecurring
characteron
Treehouse, the
children’s network.
Afterthe intro, the
three most unhip,
white guys came out
and started playing
jazzmusic. WhenI
told Vince how much
I hated these guys, a
large, black manin
sharp suit took the
stage. He was Dutch
Robinson and heis
my new hero. He

proceeded to sing

and scat with stlyle
and charisma. The
whole place went
ape shit over his
performance, and I
was left speechless.

Chris Colpaughand
the Cosmic Crew
and Fur Packed
Action both played
energetic shows but
the showcase
audience was not
into them. During Fur
Packed’s show
everyone started to
leave.

After the show we
went to Bunkers
Peanut Bar foran all
nightjam session.
While waiting in line
to getin, the guyin
frontofustolda
joke about a twenty
three yearold hillbilly
inelementry school.
The small bar was
packed when we got
inside. Aaron
MacDonald, a friend
of Brendan’s, played
some really cool
acoustic music. Fly
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Jimmy Swiftarrived
nextand they brought
atruck load of funk.
Bunkers’ crowd was
alot more receptive to
Swift than the
showcase crowd was
earlier. Cape Breton
altrock veterans,
Mastadon Ridge, took
ahalfhourto setup
and they left the
crowd wanting more
after only three songs.
And then Slowcoaster
finished the night off
at4:30 in the morning.
I couldn’t getenough
of that band.
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It was along drive
from Sydney to
Charlottetown. We
didn’tstay for the big
awards show
because Vince had to
work on Monday. We
listened to some of it
onthe radio and it
didn’t seem very
exciting. Ineeded to
sleep.

———

national which brings us
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somewhere around the top of the papers in our size range. We did not, by the way win any

awards in Winnipeg. Nor were
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