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. 'mankind “wonld- seeﬁ'rat—
‘first sight to‘confirm an opinion,’

is more misery than happiness,’

But hayving never subscribed to
this. gpinion . mgsdf so I shall
endeavonr to convince my. read-
ers, that it is erroneous, and that
if hnp,pl

ncss does not absolutely
exceed misery in the. world, yet

ual. Let us fifst cons;der by
- whom thisdoctrine is ch

those, who have communicated
their dtscontcntcd ‘thoughts in
writing to the public; for in
conversation, few men wish to

than they are. It is therefore,
.to the class of -authors; that we
must trace this melancholly ob-
“servation : and T will-allow; that
_if any profession be more mise-
rable than another, it is that of -
authershlp, fromthe poor drudge
who writes a paragraph in a gar-
ret, to that great, and. rich, and
royal author, who declared that
“incréase of Wifﬁb‘iﬁ was increase
of sorrow.” ~ For the man who
“hastimeand abilities towrite; has
“also time and abilities to-think.
The idle speculatist, whether

| LlEE—»—-mpl wnh,

which has§ oftemprevaﬂe ,“ehat
in the’ peursc of Human life, thcre -
_ companied with -hazard. Yet,

yad- ~ment ; .and if heserjously r
vanced;-and we shall find it by -

represent themselves less happy

al G Aazettﬁ and Mis;:qﬂany pf‘ ghe Istand Of"seim't_ Joh et

< a1l is -wanity,’: Hcmwxll Jook,
back, roni attempts,- in’ which he

_ 5. has failed; wnhmiattpﬁ and on -
SHE variofis. complamts of

those,in¢ whmn he hds succeed=
ed, ‘with com’em t, -t ‘ehieir lit-
fle worth : he will' look forward "
with chilling fearat fi ﬂﬁ@’ﬁ‘é‘?
and shrink from undsttakinps ac-

amidst the disgust of retrospec-
tion, and. the gloom-of hopeless o
prbspects, ‘there will be always
something: to solicit his present.
atténtion, some trifling engage-
mcnt Qr somc frivolous avocas
‘ “enable him ~at
least to enjoy the present mo-
cflect
upon_his fechngs, he will per-
ceive, that he is very seldom, in-
deed, u y-at-what has-ha

pened to-him, but rather at the
dread of what may happen. The
Spectator hasobserved, that were

a2 man’s sorrows and disquietudes-

to be: summed up at. the end of
his life, it would he generally -
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“and '‘when the body wagain réa | -.: =3

tortute, to look back.
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has,ezp&xcnce&muchdurmun .
eonfess, that it is;never-contifiie —
“ed or unabating. The great dis< / %
penser both.of good and ievil, hag <

-so. formed Our; bodiesy - ,
most - excruciating Agonies’ bnve
moments of- tnmi T ea»' md the

Pﬂn&ﬁﬁe_ 0 é 7§ o e
~of childbn rtb; a?ezihequtut
‘lieved bymamtﬂ mtei"valm mxn
tigation, ‘without ithe a |
laudanum, iwhich: hevé" ﬁlh
to giver temporary ease fi ain:

stored to health, and frecd frdm

ferings is one of the:
sources of human cn_,ogr_;'

who, anudst ample pbm ions, Sowads 2
havmghedemmﬁhuhepn— e
- or-fears; - is occasionally apt to > . -

become. listless ind dissatisfied ,
with life, till a sevére fit-of the
gout rcmmds hiny'ofhis ha pn-- i 7*5
ness; ‘anardent senscof whichhe =~ "
most gratefully expresses at the

termination-of -éveryi paroxm

“found, that he had suffered more -
from the apprehensions of such

evils‘as had never happened; thai.
from the evils that had really be~ .

“fallep him; -and he adds, that
< of those evils which had really -

bcfallcn ‘him, many have . béen

more pamful in. the prospcct,
than by their actual pressure.
This - 'observation holds good-

_through all the stages and con-
ditions of hfc, whether the evils

groaning under- the pressure of be real or imaginary, whether

poverty, ‘or gasping on the pin-
nacle of affluence, will occasion-
ally be led to fecl the emptiness -
- of all human enjoyments, and

AN

‘they proeeed from mental or cor-
‘poreal affections.
tend to assert, that there is no
evil in bodily pain ; but whoever

" that afflicts and tortures 08.==-

I do not pre-

‘Thus it js with:the mind also, -
From whatever source our i~
sery proceeds, it is nevet vmh;-
gt allcvmtxon, if we mll admt

'Tts not. the aotual exutencc el
z y; but the anm—
txcxyatxon of - mmmequmcm ;‘

‘The loss of afriend presestaus
wuhjamw of and pri- -
vation of his fature. cmvcmMn,
in which we might nevetagain . .
‘be_delighted. The loss of a
«child -puts a period-to- hoch,
which mxght never! be, realized, -

‘had _thc chdd. _sutvxvcd- . Thg
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