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~ncreased stability which Her Majesty has been pleased (those whose affairs st administers.
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Axp waergas, 1his House on
farcy : Ang 1de :
Marcd, 1346, having proceeded to the consider lu. |8l couatries, are without constitntiona) means of effecting such |
the said Despateb, did among others adopt the Resolu-j . ®
ticns following : “Resolved, that this House humbly| rp, spint of discontent and disaffection which, for the want
tenders its dutiful and most grateful acknowledgments of such reform, is spreading in many of the colonics, threatens

o Her Majesty, for the kind and oracious interest which | their disruption from the British Empire. " s
to H e e s The Copuncil are of opinion that these evils are mainiy owing |

Her Ma)_géty has _dexgned toevince tnr;hghonour_ and re- to the great central power of the Colonial office, placed ata dis-|
spectability of this Branch of the Prowincial Legislature. |, (<0 700" countries which it governs, of necessity ill-in-|
2es0LvED, “That this House highly valuing the|formed as to their conaition and interests, and irresponsible to|

>

to confe 3 ive (O i ) | ‘I'hat this authoritv is of recent origin, is irreconcilable with
to confer upon the Leglslatne. (,.(;lunckx;, t(t)htilmeg)ll')qrs 0} the habits of the Krglisk people, amdg is repugnaut to-the prin-
that body humbly express their thanks to ter Hlajesty, ciples of our Constitution. In all the earlier colonies of Kng-
for & measure gratifying to them, and in their OPLION | jand, Jegisiatures were established, one estate of which, atleast,
o beneficial to the country.” was wholly elected by the people; nor was it ever within the

Axp wurnreas, Previously to the date of the passing !prerogative of the Crown to establish’any other system of Go-

of these Resolutions, the prineiples of Responsibiie vermment, or to make laws or impose taxes except by the free
. consent of the people.

Government had been in.trodnceq ""? the Provinpe, and | “ppat it is not to be expected that British subjects in the co-
ihe members of the then Executive Goverrment in both }jonies wiil long submit to be deprived of those constitutional
Branches of the Legislature, kad publicly declared their|rights which their forefathérs in this country most jealously de-
policy to be in conformity with, and based upon these |fended from the encrcachment of arbitrary power.

inciples Thatthe absence of representative Government in the colo-
e, = Ti . nies has been marked by a repression of energy,a waste of re-
" gl S M g sound WO—— for behe‘f‘ sources, and a growth of discontent, exceptonly where corrupt
ing that the public Acts of the Legislative Council|submission has been produced by the influence of extravagant
command the confidence of the Representatives of the|lmperial expenditure.

le of this Province—a who ipt ‘That English colonists have ever thriven best when left to
o y v 0 Sy tn theis manage their own affairs from their first landing on their adopted

Soversign = & prmcnplg, and Wh.ose respect for British shores; and that, with this local independence, they united a
Institutions increase with the enjoyment. warm and loval attachment to the mother country ; whilst a de-

Axp waereas, The House of Assembly and Legis- sire for separation has always originated in vexatious imperial
lative Council of this Provinee, have hitherto since the |interference.

; i i 3 ; That they haye ever desired to obtain institutions resembling
by -
introduction of Responsible Government therein, con those of our own country. and they are both ready and able to

d'ucted the P“bh‘_’ bugmeu with all the harmony cssen- provide for the expense of their own Government when their
tial to sound legislation. ; ) public Revenue ehall be left under sheir own control.

Axp wuereas, It wonld be subversive of all princi-| The Council are therefore of opinion that it is rightand expe-
ciples of seund Government, to alter the Constitution of | dient to delegate to "‘”dthe Bm'ﬂhb:°l°mes “'hOS: population

) g N : 2 has been mainly formed, or is sti ing augmented, by emigra-
:‘li(():mntry at every change of an Executive Administra- tion from this country, full authority to administer their own
o ol i : affuirs.

Resorven raererore, That it is at present inexpe-| That the colonies which are at present entitled te self-govern-
pedient to apply to Her Majesty, to remode! the Legis- ment are the North American colonies, the South African co-
ative Clounci "lonies, the Australian colonies, Van Dieman’s Land, and New
lative Council.
. . . b . Zeatlaud. T'o these colonies the Council have determined to
1 ,()n tfteguesuon being put from t'he Chair Mr. MCul- limit their operations in the first instance. They, therefore,ab-
1.9 Amoaent Was affirmed “'E" 9 stain for the present from offering any opinion as to the govern-

For the amendment,—}on. Solicitor General, Re-{ment of those dependencies in which the mass of the popula-
ceiver General, Messrs. MCully, Beli, Brown, Grigor, |tion is composed of the coloured races, such as the West India

Rudo!f, M*‘Keen. Campbell. Stairs SRR slands, Mauritius, and Ceylon; and they consider that military
’ » M‘Keen, . tairs, and the President. stations, such as Malta, Gibraltar, &c., ought not to be consider-

ains o Qe . - - T ¥ e . N
KA%;‘“S?t. x}., “I(;‘-:’s},s' A‘J‘n;;mf[ M})l‘tor‘), Fairbanks, | cq colonies and need not necessarily be governed as such.

eith, Carichton, Pinco, Black, Harris, Cutler. In respeot to the mode in which the Cosncil intend to act,

they desire in the first instance to place themselves in direct

Trrrarara To Exarano!—It has been proposed to communication with all the eolonies above named, so that they
fmay possess the earliest and most correct information respect-

the United States Congress to connect Halifax with the!! ek iy 5 T e
wask aat s I"‘l(‘: 2 ks Blesteie Tad ‘Yd.mix ,;_‘:'.t", ing them. For this purpose they especially invite each of these
e “ai 0 e :“ ARG DY, Llectric i elegrapn 13 I3 {colonies to appoint an Agent, resident in London, accredited
to be acel mp:li.)cd. by means of a cable extended be-|to the Gouncil, upen whom they may rely for a full and faithful
tween these two points, along the Banks of I\'mvfl)zmd-::.:prcsmxmum; of the affairs and wishes of’ the colonies.
iand, which, it is stated, extend to within 160 miles (‘)fi : “"" {.,:mm{:“ w{“ m!eut once a week at leu.;t during the Ses-
the el ast; - T \Stinan ey . ? i sion Gidfaritament, Lo« t'u:fm:mc Onacourse of action :n respect
‘5“ Ir'sl;:cq"s” Ihe estimated cost is from three 010 maiters brought under tiieir notice.
foar miilions. It will be the chiet’ concern of the Council to procure the
|vassing of general Acts of Parliamentin which the principles of
'this Address, respecting the government of'the colonies, shall be
i ' {fullv recngnized.  But it wiil also be their care to watch nar-
m o mrTrm AT L fiuaiy L);,I.IZQ.A s a 1 ; i
S i .{\T}_‘J OF f:LL C!’IJO;N \ s {rowly all proceedings by which the iaterests ot British colonies
jmay be in any manner affected ; and, either by notice in Parlia-
It will be remembered that fow d: RES3E P nent.or by representation to the Government, to obtain the're-
¥ g e T ays Pprevious to |, s of any special grievances which may be Lrought before
the close of the late Session a Commiltee wes appoint- them. as well by the 1uhabitauts of those colonies upon which
g {tzeirattention s immediately concentrated as by those the ge-
d b puse of Ass { 8 dwitha$S b . e : % J . :
"('i { y lhe ”( use Cf A”"pm‘)iy to (_:&‘TFCH)U!L} by “h 3 D0 51.<.-r.u considezation of whoese government the Council are com-
ciety recently established in Liondon for the Reform of pelled for the present to postpone.
SR v [ itisalsoincontemplation toextend by publications or other-
( " 7 \ atters rolatin he reono. . s - 8 ey - ced
Colonial Gmcrnment, on matters relaling to the gent {wise, a correct knnw}('dgn of the Government of the British!
ral interests of this Island. Tie Commitiee consista of i colonies, of the real grievances of which they complain, and of
) 2 . shan s R S | « - |the remedies which they justly demaad
the following gentlemen: —George Coles, Iisq, ‘~"“”'; The Councii desire, in conclusion, to express their warmsym-
man—W. W. Lnrd, Bcr\.j'nmn l);wics, Edward Whe-|pathy in the fortunes und interests of their fellow subjects in|
. . < 9 tevery part of the Colonial Empire: their conviction of the deep
1 RS2 sl . s Il R AT i 3 A b P . 3 : P
lan, Esquires, and his Honor the Speaker. l-.mpurnnce to this country of her vast Colonial possessions, as
The attention of the ficuse was called to the exist- opening wide fields for commercial enterprise; ;xs prowd‘m{g for
hea ited increas R g,
’ . e gk oo _{theunlimited incrgase of population ; as being the germ of na-
ence of the Society by Mr. Coles inone of his speeches |y, by whom, the langeage, the institutious, and the religion
during the Regponsjb]e Government Debate, when he.n_f' Britons will l)(:_exteu_d(rd and 11rz:.scrud; and their firm be-
rebid the Tollew SR hebde o §: lief that the principles they profess, and the measures they are
ead the foilowing prospecius ol e Docjety, taken from about to propose, will tend to increase the prosperity, the stabil-|
a London Puper:._ ity, and the unity f)i' the British Empire.
TEE CO R 4 e o £ With the priuciples and the objects herein expressed, the
THE SOCIETY FOR THE REFORM OF COLONIAL |tlouncil of the Society for the Heform of Colonial Government|

the 19th day of[nists. having neither representatives in the Imperial l’ariii‘nmmzt.fdate, 1t 18, ut_ pre‘s;ent. unnecessary to dectail. The ex
ation of | Bor, fOr the most part, representative institutions in their seve-{yacy from Iarl Grey’s Despatch, transmitted thie day

to the Assenibly, coneeding Responsible Governmens,

' will of course be rendered final by Her Majesty’s assent

being given to the Act to be transmitted by the Legs.
lature of this Colony. When that sanction is given, it
i3 betieved there will not be any present need for soli-
citing the intervention of the Society.

Lest, however, any untoward event might mar that
most desirable arrangement, the papers before referred
to are forwarded, not as requiring any present action en
the part of that liberal and enlightened body, but asa
means of information in case their counsel and support
should become necessary. Mr. Hume, one of the Con)-
mittee, took a deep and active interest in the affairs of
this Colony 1n 1840, 1841, and 1842, and refused any
acknowledgment. To intrude on him again 1s not the
intention of the Assembly; but from him much 1nfor-
mation may be obtained in case the public interegts of
this Island should remain in an unsettled state.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedt. Servt.
ALEXANDER RAE, Speaker.

The Corresponding Committee met on Thursday last,
and prepered the following Letter, which they trans-
mitted to the Secretary of the Reform Society—by the
English Mail that left Charlottetown at four o'clock that

day :—
LETTER,

ON THE AFFAIRS OF THE ISLAND, AND IN
REPLY TO HIS EXCELLENCY’'S SPEECH,

ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY FOR
THE REFORM OF COLONIAL GOVERNMENT.

Sir—

T'he Undersigned having been appointed a Commitiee
by the House of Assembly, of Prince Edward Island, to
commuricate with Your Society on inatters affecting
the interests of the Colony, with a view of having the
same brought under the notice of the Honorable the
tlouse of Commons, trusting that thro’ the interference
of that powerful Body the inhabitants of Prince Edward
Island may obtain the removal of those grievances o!
which they complain, and the eradication of which, in
common with those of other Colonies, they are happy
to perceive ‘it is your objeet to accomplish,—now beg
to solicit the attention of your Society toa series of
circumstances which have arisen since the date of the
commimication addressed to you by the Speaker of the
House of Assembly, on the 14th March instant,

The Speaker has already informed you of the decla-
ration of want of confidence on the part of the House of
Assembly in the Executive Council of the Island, and
the communication to the Lieutenant Governor, by the
Secretary of State for the Colonies of a cgonfidentizl
Despatch, in which the principles of Responsible Go-
vernmept are held to be conceded to the Colony. On
the publication of an extract from this Despatch, the
Members of the Executive resigned their seats therein
—two of that Body being Members of the House of

' Assembly,—three, Members of the Legisiative Council,

and the remaining four, being Officers of Government.
unconnected with the Legislature. At the request of
the Lieutenant Governor, the House of Assembly then
stayed the proceedings contempiated by them, on pass-
ing the vote of want of confidence; and two Members
of the majority, possessing the confidence of their party,
and one Member of the Legislative Council of the sane
politics, were invited to wait upon His Excellency te
make, as they were induced to suppose, the necessary
arrangements for the formation of a new Government.
In the iuterview which thereafier took place between
the Lieutenant Governor and these gentlemen, s
Excellency required the following conditions to be

GOVERNMENT. . new confidently appeal to the public, bath at home and in lhc;COmP“ed with, before a new Council could be appoigt-
THR COUXCLL. colonies, for that active co-operation and support which willjed, viz:—a permanent provision for the Chief Justice,

ana : i Vie 3 ‘oot { * e .
The Hon Francis Baring, M. P, Chairman. enable shem to earry their views into effect. ;satisfactory to that Cflicer—aund pensions of two hun-

€. B. Adderley, Ksquire, M. P.. R. Cobden, Fsquire, M. P..
The Rizght Hon. J. M. Gibson, M. P., M. J. Higgins, Esquire, E
FHorsman Lsquire. M. P.. J. Hume, Exquire, M. P., The Lawud
Kinsaird, The Lord Lytteiton, F. A, M¢Geachy, Lisquire, Sir W,
Molesworta, Bart, M. P., J. Napier, ksquire, M. P., J..Roe-
buck, Ksquire, M. P, The Hon. Francis Scott. M. P.. H. Ker
Seymer, Esquire, M. I, J. Simcon, Esquire, M.P.. Augustus|
Stuford. Esqnire, M. I’., S” H. Walpgale, Esquire, M. P, The|
Lerd Wadehouse.

AbLRESs BY THE Copycil To THE PysrLic oF GRrEAT Bri-
TAIN 58D Tut CoLoNIES.

T'Lis Society hasheentormed for the foliowing reasons :—

Becasse the inhabitants of the British Colonies are suffering
wader grievous wmisgovernment, their interests have been ne-
slectad, their enterprise cliecked, and their property wasted.

They ava heavilv and needlessly taxed,, and -their public Re-
vanues have been extensivelv misapplied and squandered.

A bervy and unnecessary burden is imposed en- the United
Kinrda:n for thair povernment and proteetion.

Uhelr grent natural resonrces are not adequately developed,
and ezpecially the disposal of their waste lands is gros:ly mnis-
awmaged.

Fmizzating ig ebstructed to the detriment both of the mother
country and the colonies: and unnatural limits are thereby im-
yosad to the isterchange of home and celonial manufactures
and produce.

They are wronged and degraded by being made. against their
vill, receptacles for the convicted crimiuals of the mother
cuuntry.

|

By order of the Council.
JAMES EDWARD FITZGERALD.
6. Charing-cross, Jan. £9. Secretary.
P. S.—All Communications may be addressed to the Secre-
tary, but none will be received of which the postage is not paid.
Any person may become a tnembes of the Society upon the
payment of a subscription of one pound every year.

On the 14th ingt., the Hon. the 8peaker, by direction
of the Assembly, addresed a Letter to the Secretary of
the above Society, of which the fullowing isa tran-
seript :—

Charlottetown, P. I Island, March 14, 1850.

J. E. Frrzgeranp Lsq, .

Sir—

1 am directed by the House of Assembly of P. L.
Island to forward to vou, to be laid before the Society
of which you are Secretary, Copies of certain commu-
pications betwixzt the Assembly, the Laeut. Governor
and Earl Grey, numbered respectively 1, 2, 3, & 4,
which | have to rpquest you to submit to the Society.

Should there be time previous to the weckly meeting
of the Society to snbmit them to the particalar eonsi-
deratign of some of those gentiemen most conversant
with the interests and politics of the North American

Notwithstandins the promises which have been made, vear
ekt o aspred prespect of an effectual immprove-

‘i ‘ . -
- i p .

Colonies, [ request van will de so.
i P,
The precedure of the House this-Session, up to t)i:

dred pounds a year, each, to the Treasurer and Provin-
cial Secretary. The gentlemen conducting the confer-
ence consulted with their party respecting these
jconditions, when they were autherized to inform fis
| Excellency that a provision for the Judge was agreed
upon, satisfactory to that Officer; and instead of pen-
’sions to the other two individuals named by His Exce!
lency, it was agreed that thuse gentlemen might hold
Offices equal to the ameunt claimed as pensions ; ané
further, that the msjority were willing to allow the
gentleman holding the Office of Attorney General, to
continue in that oftice, provided he retained his place
in the Legislative Council, and weould not factivusly
oppose the new Government.

In these arrangements the Governor expressed lis
hearty concurronce at the time; byt in a subsequent
interview His Excellency refused to remode! the Ix
ecutive Council, until he ndvised with the Secretary ¢!
State for the Colonies, offering, Lowever, ot the same
time, three seats at the Board to gentlemen of the Re:-
ponsible Government party.  This offer was, of courst,
refused, because its acceptance would be an abandon-
ment of the principles on whick the party took their
stand--a disrezard of the vote of the Assembly; and
because the three geutlemen, had they accepted Ve
offer of seats, could rot defend in the Legisluture
the ceneral policy of a Covernment whetein their pei




