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THIS FARMING INDUSTRY

By NEIL A. MATHESON in those earliest days. They pro-
““This province’s seed potato in- |duced ~perhaps 300 -bushels—al -
dustry has come a long way Cobblers to the acre, with a
since a trial shipment of a car- heavy coat ot manure.
load of Irish Cobblers was sent| There were no potato in-
to Southern Ontario im 1918. I spectors here in 1918, there l
talked about it a few days ago, are 32 now. Back in 1926 |
with «Glen Ramsay who retired when Glen first became an
on Saturday as district seed po-| inspector, there were about I

tato inspector here Glen grew eight in all. One of them,
up with the industry in that his. Glen told me, was Alban
father A.J. Ramsay, Belmont' Farmer who is now the At-
Lot 16, had some spuds on that tormey General. Alban

comes from Kinkora where
his father, Michael Farmer,
wag a prominent farmer.
Henry MacLaren, who pre- ‘
|
\
|

first carload of Cobblers, and he
has been closely associated with
the industry since he became a|
seed inspector in 1926,

I recall that Eddie Clark, Bel-
mont, Lot 16 told me last sum-
mer that the seed potato indus-
try started in his area and I
find that 10 Lot 16 farmers had
spuds in that initial shipment. '

Politically’ minded people will |
remember AE. MacLean who
was a Liberal member of parlia-
ment for Prince for many years. |
There was also William Mac-/
ILean, and Roy E. Maolean. |
There were three Simpson men,
Fulton, AMred and Judson:
Birchfield Yeo, P.A Lyle and

ceded Glen as district in-
spector, was also on the
staff in 1926; so was Roy F.
MacLean who now runs a
tourist establishment the
Malpeque Road, just de
of Charlottetown.

Green Mountains and| Cob-
blers long held the potate
spotlight. Mr. Peppin wrole
that in 1919 the Island enter-
ed three samples of Moun-
tains seed in ‘‘the annual
seed test on Leng Island”.
Small test lois were sent to

W.H. MacGregor who was ac-, oth r states, principally
tive in the early seed develop-. New Jersey, Virginia and
ment, along with Mr. Ramsay. Pennsylvania.

In 1919 a carload of Green | 1 QE
Mountains was shipped to iP?Iw::dR SPRAY.ERS e
Long Tsiand and fhe slock |, iF Pros were opersted on
‘:::‘ d” well that . Is- {dustry began. But ‘“‘power spray-

seed spud available | .0 500 inio use two years
was bought In the ‘mext few |Z0 ST 0 To O
-;n":‘:s h’":’ i‘z 1926 the bus- \were fourrow sprayers and the
reased to more |““power” was applied by the two
(han 600 carloads. Last year, |, oo that pulled them. Two
redaione” o o7 b lof these came into the Lot 16
shipped. Seed production hit x"‘;l’;‘:;:-‘ lfv"d"‘:’” ”cha‘"-“:
slightly “mete ‘than 100 (00 BRIV St BOWES &
acres several years ago. y ‘Watsmnﬁ the Mg";ﬂ:;; i
It's a far cry from 1918 when molnr ”
farmers crawled ‘on their knees| The seed potato cerldwaﬂal'
in the cellars, or bins, and grad- | service was inaugurated in 1918,
ad the potatoes by picking them | with headquarters in Prince Ed- |
Into baskets. Mr. Ramsay tells 'ard Island. and I'm quoting
me that nobody knew anything phere from Mr. Peppin. He wacj
about grading seed spuds at drstnct inspector here for 35
first — nobody had any exper- year: |
jence — so S.G. Peppin, district 'I‘he man who first talked
seed inspector at the time, spent | zhout - seed potatoes in this pro- |
a day with each grower, donned in.c [ believe, was Paul Mur-
a pair of overalls and- explain- phy. This is from Glen Ram-
ea just what was required, and gay's memory, and he warns it
what mus* be discarded. |might not be exactly correct,
It's a far ery .indeed from but he believes that Mr. Mur-
those early days to today’s mo- phy spoke to a group of Lot 16
dern graders. A mormal 18-ioch farmers at meetings in their
grader wi!l handle one carload community ball, and that would
in an eight-hour day, and the b_ back around 1916 or 1917, at|
large 48inch grader, B'ill least it was shortly before they
Thompson, Associated Shippers started growing seed spuds
telj= me. will grade five -car- here.
foads in an eight-hour day. They If T can interrupt the con-
handle roughly one-half carload. tinuity right here, T want to
per hour over this big machine. say that the first potatoes
There are many other com- that ever came to this pro-
pamon They used no fertilizer vince were carried across

Seed Potato Industry Here
Goes Back Almost 50 Yrs.

the ice by a man named Ho-
gan, who lived in the far
western part of Prince. This
came from the scrap book
of a well known West
Prince resident who died in

* the last 20 years. I believe

that the man was a mem-
ber of the Hogan family
that lived not far from the
lighthouse .at North Cape —
I visited the home two years -
ago — but ’'m not sure 1
would ' appreclate hearing
from anyone who has a
comment. If that story is
correct, I'd like to hear
more  about it. i the story
is wrong, I still w.lt to
hear about it.

I'd like to know what va-
riety 'the first Island spuds

common name In our area
that sounded like ‘‘Genme-
leans”. I'm sure now that
they must have been “Jen-
ny Linds.” And there were
among others.
And that reminds me that the
well knowan colored TV pcnu-d-ﬂ

his idea of a
“You-can keep. the turkey
trimmings’’, he observed.
The first Irish Cobbler
came here from New
wick and & was _from
“mouth of Keswick"” area,
Mr. Ramsay recalls it,
he's not completely sure of
name. :
Wha! interested me,
was the spuds in all
sizes of bags, from
bags to large grain sac
wasn't even an attempt

1
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the bags was ‘487",
be of particular interest to those
,who know fertilizer formui~e of
| today.

| The first size of bags we used
in the Island were 9%0-pound con-
{ tainers. Then the size jumped to

The general practice
skip a row"” or plant a
potatoes to every two rounds
| the plow.
grower only

g

|

My. Howatt, you can tell me
many an interesting fact about
|the early days of the industry.

REXALL A C
¢

" Here's the higgest bargain opportunity of the year.
During the famous Rexall FALL One Cent Sale
r’ougrt two regular size items for the price of one,

only one cent. Hundreds of bargains to choose
. Be sure you get a copy of the big 4-page 2-
r handbill. “TEN” big days — Thursday,
ber 14 thru Saturday, October 23.

,'Anu THIS NEWSPAPER FOR SALE ITEMS
i . oc'ronm 14th

Jenkins Pharmacy

e

and Lycra* spandex.

Style 1314 in white only. A, B

C cups, sizes 32-40.

*Du Pont’s registered {rademark

wonder-bra now bring you the
marvellous comfort and freedom
of stretch straps in a kind-to-
your-budget-bra. Fashioned
with luxurious Terylene lace

$4.00

DON'T BE CAUGHT GOLD

THIS WINTER

FURNACE OIL

FREE!!

OCTOBER 12 - 30th

of a used car or truck valued ot $1,000 or
fo an entry in our 1,000 gaflon

Each
over entitles the

a skill testing question,

With Every Used Car or Truck
‘Valved at $500 or Over

1 00 Gallons Texnto
Fuel Chief Fuel Oil FREE

1960 Chev. Tudor
=995
1958 Pomﬂac Sodun

Six eylinder, slandard s
transmission, was
750. NOW

1960 Valiant Sedan
ix cylinder,

s ‘8Q5
1959 Ford %Sedan

Green in color, six
cylinder, standard s
transmission, was 750
NOW i3z

_wall Tires;

1965 METEOR RIDEAU
Convenience Package; H.D. 70 Amp. Battery;
Custom

Sedan V-8 Aute (White & Turq.) Equipped with:
Safety ' Package; Courtesy Lighis;
Electric Clock; Power

Gt i 43895

DEMONSTRATORS
e e s
H.D.. Suspension; Mile-
e 7 s

Sl = 290

1965 METEOR MONTCALM
Transmlmion; Twe Tons Finish; 315 x 15 White
Recker” Fanel Moulding; Power Scat Six Way:

Radio,
1965 METEOR MONTCALM
(Dynasty Green).

Battery; H. D. Suspension
Mileage 350, was $4175.00.

NOWae

Package; Courlesy Lights; Windshield W-h-’:
Two Speed Wipers; H.D. 55 Amp. Battery; H. D.
Suspension:~ Full

Covers; Custom Radio; s

Mats. 3500 Mileage, was

$3950.09.

1964 FORD -CUSTOM

2450

Green in color, six ey.
linder sutomatic,
1963 MERCURY SEDAN

1962 ZEPHYR

Blue, six . cylinder, stan-
dard transmission, was
$1195. NOW

1050

1961 METEOR SEDAN

S

White In color, eight cylinder, standard trams- | i qion was $1450.
misson, cusiom redie, was fi30  9p() | TOLF T M A 1295.

1963 COMET WAGON

:::'r ::-'. mﬂy a'd ;hlte. six cylinder, stan-
nsm! , was $1895. 1750

Light gren with white top, new
and automatic transmission,
was $1450. NOW

NOW

1963 METEOR CUSTOM SEDAN
Two ftone blue, V-8 engine, standard 1895
transmission, yn $1995. NOW -

1961 HILLMAN

Grey and blue, four cylinder, standard trans-

mission, was $695.

NOW

.............................

1962 METEOR SEDAN

Twe ftone tan, V-8 engine, standard {ransmission

1960 CONSUL SEDAN

:;.' "...“... .......................... 1495' Dark blue, four eylinder, was $600, 495
NOW il ovii o ienunining =
1962 MERCURY Monterey Sedan g

Chestnut and white, V-8 engine, power sieering,

power brakes, radio, was $2150, 1995
-

NOW Silver smoke grey, y'-a englnc.

was $1095. NOW

automatic 975 G

1962 COMET SEDAN

Emerald green, six cylinder, standard transmis-

sion. Was $1550. 1395
-

NOW

1961 CHEVROLET SEDAN

Green, six cylinder, standard 1250

transmission. Ready for the road

D sevaeaan

~ OPEN EVENINGS . . . SATURDAY UNTIL NOON
~ STEWART MOTORS LIMITED

Gchorgtm -

*

TEXACO FUEL CHIEF

contest. Winner to be drawn Nov. 1st. Winner must answer

White with red top, V-8 engine, antomatic ln- :

Charlottetown




