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; NORTH-COUNTRY BELIEFS
e :AND CUSTOMS

We now turn to some: of.  the
. ‘more cheerful aspects of Northezg}

‘+ folk-lore, An amazine number

irivial occurrences were imagined
o' be signs of future good or ill
luck, and from these the fo:low=

y may be selected as matters of

‘lxlﬁemst to ‘the genersl reader, It
' was unluky to cpen an’ umbrella
«In the house, to harg a picture

over a door, to walk under & lad-

der, or kill a spider! (Personally I

believe that many of these pro-

hibitive superstitions had their or-
jgin in an attempt to preveny ac-
cidents: for example, opening an

umbrella in the smad room of a

miner's cottage, might be a danger

to -the children’s eyes). Among the
luek-bringers were black cats, white
heather, piebald horses, and horse=-

shoes, It was very lucky to find a

horse shoe, but it must never be

carried upside down or the luck
spills out. It is a far cry to Arabia
deserta, but I have read that the
nomad Arabs hang a horse shoe
over the tent door to ensure the
fecundity of the inmates—thus
connecting the shoe with the old
phallic worship. A cat of any other
color than black was rare in New-
tastle on Tyne on account of the

afore-mentioned belief: though a
lingering superstition still connect-

sd such a feline with witches and

Satan.

Breaking a mirror or spilling
salt were equally unlucky—seven
years bad luck dozged the per-
petrator: these articles were scarce
and costly once, and this belief
wrose in their defence. One could
iispel the ill effects by throwing a
sinch of the salt thrice over the
left shoulder with the right hand.
Salt should never be borrowed, but

stern necessity compelled, then

t must on no account beg remald!

Many trifling actions might lead
to the breaking of old friendships.
The fire must never be ‘“noked”
(stirred with a “poker” to revive it)
n a friend’s house, unless the

'riendship is of at least szven year's
standing. No one wishing to keep
'the peace would wash in the same
“basin, as another person, or cross
» knife and fork, or give a knife
or other sharn-edged object, as
“such unfortunate acts are always
-followsd by a quarrel. The Kknife
“cuts friendship”, but a small pay-
ment in return for the gift will
propitiate fate,

Taking another direction: a
w{ng maiden was instructed to

at the first new moon of the

ear through a new unwashed silk
andkerchief. As many moons as
“she sees, so many years will she
remain unmarried. If she was
foolish enough to help herself to
_the last plece of cake on the plate,
she will die a spinister, But if she

Is offered the same piece and ac-
_oepts, she is in luck with “a hand-
some husband and £10,000 a year.”
A fall upstairs is '{partlculm‘ly for-
tunate, and may Indicate a wed~
ding. A swain in County Durham
never gives his young lady a pair
of gloves, for “you never get the
hand you glove.”

The spider is often a subject of
superstition. Tt must not be killed,
as-has just been stated, and if it
crawls on Iv;our clothes they will
soon be replaced by new ones. But
in. that case you will be pinched
and your assailant will repeat, “A
nip for new, a bite for blue!” Or

d with the words,
-wish you health to wear it,
strength to tear it, and money to
buy another!” The former slogan
was very popular with the school-
children, and the present writer
remembers well the blue marks
left on his epidermis when he wore
anything new.

It one’s foot itched, a journey
was_ prognosticated: if one’s nose,
then some um:lv_imwe was e
offing.  Shivering un
meant that “someone is walking
over your: grave.” Somebody is
ialking about you if your ear burns:
“Right your mother, left your
lover.” The right hand itches when
you are about to recelve money,
mnd the left foretells pa: out.

Weak eyes are cured by piercing
the ears for earrings, The miners
believed that washing the back

weakened it for hewing the coal
zb)‘eblm washed as little as pos-

!" The miners had a host of “vain
imaginings” developed ly by
the dangers of their calling. On
leaving his humble abode for work
t the mine the miner would turn

‘vack if the first person he met was
ng a white apron. Perhaps

this arose because at one time

white aprons were only worn while
attending the sick or laying out a

corpb@. The belief was alerwards
tended meeting a woman

er dressed, and then to cer-
animals and birds. A wiiie

dying ‘out before the progress
education, and when this gener-
ation passes they will only
known from records like these.

THE ENGLISH BLUEBELL

Everyone has heard of the Blue-
bells of Scotland, (which by the
way, are not confined to that
Kingdom) but not so many know
that there is an English Bluebell
as well. Tt is a kind of hyacinth,
bo ] Scilla  nutans, and
flourishes throughout the British
Isles, and the Channel

nonscriptus, for a reason tly
to be related. I am writing of it
because it is now in bloom in my
garden and it is a long half-cen-
ury since I saw it last!

As a general rule the Bluebell or
Wild Hyacinth prefers the shade of
the hardwood glades, where |t
multiplies to such an extent that
the ground is covered with |its
blue flowers as with a carpet.
Tennyson, with his keen eye for
such natural effects, says in the
“Idylls of the King"—

“They rode under groves that

look’d a paradise
Of blossom, over sheets of
hyacinth ’
up-

That seem'd the heavens

breaking thro’ the earth—"

A description in no way over-
stated: The poet, however, omits
to mention the fragrance of the
flower, which is as delightful as
its color.

The bulb from whence the nod-
ding spikes of blue flowers spring,
is very deeply bedded among the
roots of the trees; perhaps eight
or ten inches below the surface.
This is prcbably because the off-
sets grow at the base of the par-
ent bulb, so that it works down-
ward in time; but it renders it
difficult to collect the bulbs for
the garden. I therefore procured
some seeds from a Wiltshire friend
four years ago,
satisfaction of tnessin
first efforts in bloomine.

Hyacinthus, .
classics, was the comrad
and Zephyrus, but the lat
pecting that he favored Apollo more
than himself, killed the youth.
Apollo, to comfort himself for the
loss, out of ood that was
spilled, produced a beautiful flow-
%ru which he named the

pe

ters “AI” to exvress his grief. Our
Bluebell has plain vetals, with no
markings, whence it is non-scrip-
tus, “not-lettered.”

It is fitting, at this point, to re-
mark that another Scilla, the
S. maritima is useful as well as
ornamental. It is the essential in-
gredient in those rat poisons ad-
vertised as harmless. Really it is
poisonous to many animals in large

ter, sus-

doses, and is very generally re-
Jjected by the stom bef
damage done. v S ol

. Rats ocannot 5
urgitate what they eat and hange

the poison gets in its work: wheve-
as when a cat eats the +oisoned
rat, it vomits and recovers. Rals
are very uimellifmt and soon re-
poison, sp that it js
' to li;dhwvﬂy c?lxl‘ two cr
ggpo till their susnicions P
is species of Sgllla
as medicine in the rural, England
of my youthful days, under
name of “Syrup of Squills";

doses of ft beinﬁ ven

and yo %H.nq -

in ‘bronchim ocases. For

was used in coughs, asthma and
one of the laces
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crease  Government  allowances,
make farmers more important. . .
In the farmer is a local

3 Sk

TIMELY NOTES ON TOPICS
 CONNECTED WITH
Silver Fox Farming ?

a8, S
uuau during

war time
god.Whnr,lauwslaugmem'o:tenI

million yaung men to him?. . .
doubt there are many

here to be tomxd~mm;

average country lout” A terrible

us | indictment!

He credits G. B. Shaw with be-
lief that money is God, and as
evil is only cured by money, so it
behoves every man to steal or
murder or work until he has got
at least £365-a-yea:, Clear across
this ‘belief Prof. Jcad flings his
thought that the cause of evil is
not poverty. Dictators make good
tyrants even when they are mil-
lionaires. Rich Nazis use _sieel
whips as efficlently as poor Nazis.
Cnuelty, he deduces, has ittle to
do with environment: Children
torture each other even when they
are well fed.

Joad's “Guide” is filled with
mism but is well worth read-
ng. I have just space eno to
give his summa:y of Britain's
place in this ghastly world. “It is
better to be governed by the Eng-
lish than by any other people, be-
cause the English are, on the
whole, kindlier and more humane
than other people. It is no doubt
a great pity that they are stupid.”

NOTES ON ISLAND PLANTS
The Portulacaceae

mermgeofthu,me?urdgu
is mostly southward, but

Family,
Mac8wain'’s list of P, E. I plants

By
tonia caroliniana, has been found
at Wheatley River. The list is dat-
ed 1907, and I should be glad to
learn if this plan is still "exm‘nt".

from a deep tuber, bearing a pair
of oval-lanceolate leaves, and a
loose raceme of pretty rose-colored
flowers.”

The Nymphaeaceae

We have two Water Lilies, one truly |
native, and another introduced.
The native is the VYellow Pond
Lily, Spatterdock, or Cow Lily,
Nymphaea advena, common

or water. exam-
ination the plant growing in Mer-
maid Lake was found to N. ad-

vena, variety Variegata, which has
flowers partly purple, and leaves
with shorter rounder lobes and &
closed sinus (slot). The flower is
an Od%gma ~ d::cruomm with a
large c ,
Josselyn, who wrote “New Eng-
land’s Rarities” (published in Lon-
don 1672), recorded that he found
the native Indians eamnﬁ yellow
water lly roots, after boiling them
long: “they tasted like sheep liver.”
:‘z’ggm Brown, another traveller,
says the ~seeds formed a staple
icle of diet among the Klemath
Indians of Southern Oregon, In the
Pacific Railroad Report of 1855,
Newberry states that he saw many
hundred bushels of the seed col-
tected for winter use among the
Indians of the west coast, and says
that the seeds taste Itke broom-
corn and are apparently very nu-
tritious. 5

The Water Lily, Pond Lily,
Sweet-scented Water Lily—to
its full name—is, ing to

3 astalia -
ata, I have to

or
ve

ador-

not been able
any distinotion between this t
and the English Nymphaea alba of
Linnaeus, No flower sh :
the transtionel fi
to stamens, From the sweet
rather spirituous smell of the
ers, the children in Britain
&ethc ‘brandy bottle.” At

flowers collapse their 18
and droop to the surface of the
WG aksin o ihe nikett. The
erging' again in the . The

stocks of this

100t 1d' 1 plant  eon!
gallic acid an
dye. In
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up a simple stem in early spring |and

fered in November and Dece:

He doesn’t expeot any increase in

ﬂrloe or any firmer tendency but
confident of the demand.

Asked how many silver foxes his
C had auctioned this sea-
son he stated upwards of 160,000
pelts; at one of thelr sales some
57,000 were catalogued. Looking
back a decade the number seer.~
amazing, as then an auction in
London with eight or nine thous-
and skins was a‘ramﬁ;a The j“}“P

world pr
or almost exceeded, the Jumgh in
world demand, Of course in those
years all we thought of silver fox-
es was for neckpleces. Had not
the trimming trade realized its
possibilities for garments, capes
and other adjuncts of ladies’ wear-
ing apparel it would be a blue day
for us. Now, however, we
are faced with competition from a
new source—not red fox, silver
fox, cross fox, blue fox or plati~
num fox-—but fox pelts dyed a
variety of shades to match the
tones of the garment mi-lady is
h are being twned
by the thousands, cheap m
of white fox, blue fox,
fox and red fox being used for
these purposes.

‘We understand that the Scane
dinavian countries are now ready
to co-operate with Canada in
evolving & more regulated plan for

merchandlsirg silver fox pelts so | Ported

that what ha in January
March, 1030, will\ not be re-

.d again next year, It is noth-

more , than to cut down the
nukber of to be 1 on
view to & that appnxi-
mate the e demand for ¢(hat
particular sale. The pelts kept in
reserve will have the advantage of
Ireshmness, not havi n sﬁ%wn
or mauled around when they ap-
pear /on the mnext sale and will
attract more attention from the

Of course the real solution of
problem that is confronting us

there could not be too much pro-
e
yet we know, any of us who have
over-production in our line or who
hgg nof-icett!a our neighbors over-
produce po or any other
commodity, that such over-produc-
amnu:tngf" romyd‘;i ‘p:lsdmec];
mo or u
but invarlably results in low prices
mostly below the cost of produc-
tion, - World production of 500,000
fox pelts could be absorbed with-
out great 8 strain and would
result in a healthy
the farmer

8 reasonab) urn
for his toll and effort; blt one
produ
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feed heavier in' preparation for the

‘m show and therefore put their fox-

es off-color. The only trouble a-
'b:&x‘ttythg‘ hﬂfﬁ dwtemls meunnoor~
weather favors the show then the

'oxes should be their best or

the Royal Winter Fair and come
here to secure their requirements.
We understand there are quite a
number who be looking out
for new blood this year.

Congratulations to President-el-
E. Byown of Charlotte-

clation should ”Ex’“m”' Hent
on JOuL! m
gress under his leadership, pro-

Jim Donald of the Hudson's Ba
Company, believes that there will
be a marked increase in mink
ranching this year in Canada. He
would not be surprised if*produc-
tion was doubled in 1940, Mink

farming pays even at fairly low
averages he says, beca the
equipment is small and I does

not present too much overhead and
feed is reasonable ner pelt, so that
if the present prices do fall 26%
there is still money in mink farm-

WHAT NEXT
“When reading of Parthenogene-
sls on page 29 of the June ‘Cana-
dian Silver Fox and Fur' we were
prompted again to to Web-

aplace

his vocabulary, Ves, it is in the
dictionary, and its meaning is giv-
en as ‘the act or process of repro-
duction without the infrroduction
of seminal matter from a male.’

“It is referred to by OK. Thom-
assen the contributor as being re-
to be the first sclentific
‘virgin  birth’ in the mammalian
world. Tt has been termed the
20th century miracle of 1039,

“Dr. Gregory C. Pincus, who has
done much research work in mam-
malian reproduction is credited
with having taken ova from a
female rabbit which ova he transe
ferred to the womb of & virgin
that after a mormal nreg-
nancy gave birth to a litter of
three, All the progeny of parth-
enogenetic birth has so far been
females. This is such an inno-
vation that it is with difficulty we
le can persuade our-

common peop!
. | selves to consider it seriously.

“8hould this system of breeding
wholly from females become prac-
tical and general in the different
species of animals a male’s sphere
of usefulness would consequently
be very much restricted, and a
good polygamous male fox would
‘;b:m]:riced at not more than pelt

“Just imagine a large ranch have
ing one good female as the true
mother of all the litters raised in

m
nurses, At
industry giving Lmuoh” for

llet us be
what  scl

M. Albert Murley who is
Prince Bdward - Island'’s
representatives at the N
World's Fair has forwarded
advertisements for Canadian
fathet 3 M Aoy
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Nitrate For
- Poor Hay Fields

(BY G. Lé Lacheur, Sackviile, N. B.
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SINCB the Pontiac “Arrow” swe
into the LOWEST-PRICE FIEI
.« « sales are zooming t‘o'u;:.o:bd
heights, Now you can own & fop flight
ur‘?. ‘ enlo%e dhtlncdo‘:x of a
Pontiac...at a cost to match the lowest!

So before you buy sy cat try out the
Pontiac “Atrow” . . . o its t com.
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Hay and pasture flelds
with ~ she
(yellow
and the soil
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alfalfa, red and

e i o
50! n
eepweed) are deﬂc,lem lime,
is strongly acid,
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DESIRF

Imm& ap-
ertilzer wilt
the grasses and wild
clover now growing in the

meadows and tures, one or two
of Wlime&tone

owth tons ground disced

i Seoof proteln in the hay. The |ino the sod after early September

The following interesting com- aftermatn will benefit from the | rains will encoursve the  clovers
munication has been recelved from |Ditrogen residue, and the cost of | and better heas. A

our good friend P. J. Williamg | Nitrate applcation should vhus| 1f the field in question is de-

Summerside: e » | repay the farmer who would other- | sired later for potatoes, soil samp-

ng depth

the field may be
pound or
on Chemist,
ental Farm, Ottawa. En-
ddress re-

Farmers

ww‘ Heutralize aciy

‘  are  doubtf
these ations dwn?;
leave 'an oocaslonal strip across
the fleld without any fertiliger,

or ne. Those wh
‘/had to buy hay and grain thl;o
may dec¢ide that the money
or credit, Invested in fertilizers anq
limestone, will produce more apng
better feed on their own farms
withiout paying tribute to middle.
men and Rallways.

——
SLOW THINKER
Father: “It's a good plan,
dear, to think before you speakn'l'y
ﬁqmugm:g'l'lisut, dad, when I do
) rls have chan,
tbjeot.” ged the

Kind Lady: “My poor man, how
did you ever coms to such a cop.

ddt‘,;vm'l" i

eary Bill: “Ma’am, I'm a vic-

tim o?' over-education. When 1

was a kid I read so much aboyt
blessin’s of poverty that 1

Jes' natchally could not work”

Minard's relieves aches,

. HARDING’S GARAGE, Sunmerside
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