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your commitiee, that an

excess of population existed beyond that for which the
country could afford the means of subsistence, or fur-
nish adequate employment, along that part of the wes-
counties of
4 : ngst the
islands ; and this excess of population, who are for the
most part for a period of every year in a state of great
destitution, was variously calculated at from 45,000 to

tern coast which includes portions of t
Argyll, Inverness and Ross, as well as

80,000 souls.

2. Your committee were informed that the famine
and destitution in the years 1836 and 1837 was so ex-
tensive, that many thousands would have died of starva-
tion had it not been for the assistance which they re-
ceived from Government and the public; that the sum
of £70,000 was collected and distributed at that period
in the shape of food and clothing, and all the witnesses
were of opinion that this district of the covntry were

liable to similar visitations in succeeding years.

3. Your committee are of opinion that the origin of
this excess of population must be traced back as far as

prior to the year 1745 ; that it originated in the feudal
system which existed at that time, when the proprietors

were accustomed to value their estates according to the

amount of their population, and the number of men

whom they could bring into the field ; thisled to the mi-

nute subdivision of lands, and to the ecroft system,

which was maintained up to a late period in those dis-

tricts, by the full employment which the people received

from the manufacture of kelp, as well as by an occa-

sionally abundant herring fishery, which the coast at
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use, have agreed to the

d to them, beg to state, that the
enestablished by the
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said to exist in certain districts of
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strength, nourishment, and splendour derived from the
first stock. This last has been the exalted and wise
course pursued by the Romans and by this country, and
we now find a violent and reckless effort about to be
made, by a numerous, restless, and audacious portion of
the community, to breach, overthrow, and dissipate this
noble structure, by a flood of crude, untried, and vision-
ary theories. 1In regarding our colonies .we should
look to a market for our own produce, a source of stea-
dy and fair supply; for such these colonies yield a nur-
sery for our navy, and employment for our seamen in
the carrying trade both ways, and assistance in time of
need; such as we received from India in our operations
against the French in Egypt. As friends and fellow-
subjects we naturally and justly expect that the Cana-
dians and other inhabitants of British North America,
the East and West Indians, and the Australians, shall
give our manufactures and products the preference to
th9se of other. powers; nor are our fair expectations in
this respect disappointed. Our North American Colo-
nies, with a hundred part of the population, and we may
add, the wealth of those states whose commerce finds
an outlet through the Baltic, takes from us a quantity
very little less than they do in our West Indian Colonies;
of trifling extent and of a population less than a million,
they find a market for our goods greater and more profit-
able than that afforded by the illimitable extent, and nu-
merous population of South America. With such facts
before their eyes, these infatuated men propose to sacri-

Russia, Prussia, and Sweden, and the interests of the su-
gar growers of the West Indies to those of Brazil,
(,'olumbm, and of the Spanish, French, and Dutch colo-
nies, who, it must be borne in mind, would as soon yield
us their life’s blood as, in the slightest degree, relax in
our favour the griping illiberality of their fiscal system.
We unfortunately have, from time to time, had too much
reason to complain of the avowed views, the undisguised
feeh_ngs, and the actual conduct of the United §tales,
and it is of the utmost importance to retain the inhabitants
of our North American colonies in a state of cheerful alle-
giance, and to have the military force there so disen-
gaged, that we could at any time march our conquering
army into the heart of the territory of our aspiring and
encroaching neighbours. How then do our ministers
propose to effect this desirable consummation by loading
txmbgr, the staple, and in fact the ouly produce ofthos:
Provinces with an additional tax of 1

fice the timber trade of North Ametica to the welfare of

U it i ople.
but they must learn to put confidence in the peoy ‘
y dence which had been their ruin ;
Jselves at once, and generous-

question,
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but they must now throw themsel
ly, into the ranks of the people. y
eople if they wanted to preserve their
ower must be preserved only for national purp
must beno sectarian, no peculiar principws, no ar

inctions.” B

tmguch are the terms upon which John Arthur Roebuck,
the newly elected member for Bath, offers his support to
the Whigs. He stipulates for the destruction of the chureh,
and for the abolition of'all aristocratical distinctions. Will
they accept his support on these terms ? We think they
will. He judges them rightly, when he gives them credit
for a disposition to sacrifice everything for the sake of place
and salary, and to “keep out the Tories.” His colleague,
Lord Duncan, is not, that we are aware of, more Radxcall'y
disposed than most other Whigs ; yet, after delivering to his
new constituents a common-place harangue, which he mis-
took for an exposition of principles, he wound up by saying
that—
«Qn these principles it was that he had come forward
with his hon. friend, Mr. Roebuck ; and if he had one salis-
faction which was greater than another, it was, thatin the late
struggle he had been associated with that gentleman.”

power, but that
oses. There

istocralic dis-

Extract of a letter from Corfu, in the Malta T'imes :
« Corfu, June, 23.—Sir Howard Douglas took his de-
parture in the lonian steamer onthe 16th. The day before
he left I went to take leave of him, and on entering the palace
i found it crowded to suffocation with people, all in tears,
and so eager were they to get a last sight of Sir Howard,
that I had difficulty in coming near enough to shake hands;
and when I did so Sir Howard spoke very feelingly to me,
and was deeply affected at seeing such strong demonstrations
of regret amongst the people.  There were crowds outside
the palace, who, when he left the palace, followed him to
the waterside, and there he was gratified with a very pretty
sight ; there was a beautiful barge waiting to convey him
to the steamer, manned by eighteen officers of the garrison
in sailors’ uniform, each having an oar, and Sir G. Berke-
ley officiated as coxswain. As Sir Howard stepped into
the barge, the citadel fired the usual salute, and on leaving
the steamer the officers gave three cheers. I never saw a
multitude show such unfeigned grief as on the day Sir
Howaid departed. ~Captain and Mrs. Douglas, Mrs. Duck-
worth, and Licutenant Forbes, Sir Howard’s aide-de-camp,
accompanied him. They will join Lady and Miss Douglas
at Trieste, and thence proceed to the baths at Carlsbad.”
: (Fiom the Government Gazetle of June 12.) On delivering
tne Government into the hands of his Excellency the Right
Hon. J. A. Stewart Mackenzie, Sir Howard Douglas thus ad-
dressed him :—
“In placing in your hands the office of Lord High Com-
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