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from a bitter, gruelling

election campaign—the

; ip as many years and

£ third as party leader—with

! the largest number of Commons
seats, 129 of 265,

’ Two weeks later he became
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; Canada’s 13th prime minister,
4 Read of a minority government.
At various times, as parlia.
mentary battleg raged and the
“@econd of two sessions dragzed
into the longest ever, the prime
minister se 0 be-on the
verge Rc-ﬂl‘:(g' an election
withoiit waiting for the end of
the four years. s
-~ There could still be a vote this
year, of course, but the specula-
tion ‘subsided somewhat after
- Mr. Pearson, in a bantering ex-
change with Opposition Leader
John Diefenbaker, broadly
-Rinted he wouldn't call one this
summer.

PKGS.
. The two “'years  have been FOR 3
parked by a succession of polit-
leal crises that sometimes obs-
cured, in the  public's mind, a
slowly lengthening record of leg-
islative enactments. ;
GOT NEW FLAG .

# A pew Canadian flag—a single
fed maple ‘leaf on a white
ground with a vertical red bar
at each side—replaced the-red

"-ensign. The design was picked
by .a parliamentary committee
Zwhich set - aside the. govern-
pent's proposed three-leaf ban-
ner.

A seemingly - interminable:
Commons debate on the flag
was ended by the imposition of
- ¢losure, a controversial parlia-
mentary device whose use was
invited by a member of the op- |

r:i':on. deputy Comservativé
Leon Balcer.

. A contributory pension plan
went on the books after nearly
two years of negotiation with the
provinces and redrafting by the
government.
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* A bill allowing provinces to-
opt_out of programs in which
the cost is shared by the two
levels it -was
Passed over Conservative ’ op-
position, clearing the” way for
prorogation of the marathon
session.

While these and other legisla- .|
tive issues were under discussion
in Parliament, a federal royal |
commission was touring the
mnuozy stt’lexdying the state of re-
Jati tween English and
g‘l’uch.

The government put new em-
phasis on federal-provincial co-
Operation by placing many of
its legislative plans, including
the pension bill, before federal-
provincial conferences prior to
their introduction in the Com-
mons. :
 Out of one set of negotiations
_eame a formula for making all
changes to -the constitution in
Canada. This would turn the

-* British North America Act—
Bow a statute of the British
_ Parliament—into a
dian statute. .
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government took office,
unanimous. ‘It became a
. high-priority item for legis'ative
\. @ction in the next parliamentary
session, and- it shaped up as a
ble major battleground for
next general election.

Also In itg first two years, the
- government set up a new de-
, partment of industry and anm
© Economic Council of Canada to
boost employment and produc- |
tivity

It .wm approval 'lor an
arrangement to redistribute par-
constituencies by in-
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. dependent commissions, a $100,-
000,000 Atlantic provmces devel-
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