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The Massachusetts Institute of Technology is 

offering free course material on the World Wide Web to 
anyone who wishes to access it. At first glance, this may 

seem to be more than it actually is. The program, known as 

OpenCourseWare, intends to provide the materials from 
almost any undergraduate or graduate studies course. It's 
reasoning is that the information and its presentation will 
lead the way into the future of the Internet and contribute to 
the evolution of global education. According to the MIT 
OCW website, the hope is that having such easy access to 

such information will add to society and spread the knowl- 

edge around the world. 
However, the program does not offer web-based 

courses that can be taken and completed for credit. Nor 
does the program include any sort of interaction between a 

member of the faculty and the user. The information and 
course materials are simply uploaded to the site for public 
access, and are not meant to be a replacement for enroll- 

ment at an actual university and the completion of an actu- 
al degree. The most interaction one can find is an offer to 
send feedback via e-mail, which may or may not be for- 

warded to the faculty member involved with the material 
in question. 

The good news, however, is that because it's 

simply information on the web, it's easy to view and 
requires no membership or registration and there are no 
prerequisites, Though the material is recognized as the 
intellectual property of those who created it, it is encour- 

aged that it be used as a resource. Teachers, professors, 
and instructors are welcome to use the material while map- 
ping out their own lesson plans, and people who are just 
curious about a subject can feel free to access it and edu- 
cate themselves on.a topic of their choice. All the standard 
laws regarding copyright infringement and plagiarism 

remain the same. : 
The website stresses the fact that the material is 

for adding and enhancing a learner's education, not replac- 
ing it altogether. The point made is that many university 
courses now have a web component, but one that is only 
available as a resource to students who have registered 
with and paid for the course. MIT OCW seems determined 
to remove that boundary and make information available 

to anyone under the grounds of improving society and bet- 
ter equipping it for the 21st century. It also hopes to bring 

academics closer across the world by breaking down walls 
that have separated them. 

In terms of the website itself, it's fairly user 
friendly. A complete course list is available from the main 
page, as well as shortcut links to popular or featured 

course material. All one has to do is click on the subject 

they want to view. There is a list of the courses available 

in the subject, and from there one can choose whatever 
they like. From there, it's like actually attending the course 

(at least the first day). There is access to the course syl- 

labus, assignments, sample exams, resources, and reading 
lists that one can note for independent study. 

So while the site does not replace attending class 
in person, it does provide an effective way of finding a 
direction for studying a subject and getting access to 
resources. It's an interesting concept, and will be useful to 
those looking to study something on their own but who 

have no idea where to start. For students, it allows a 

chance to see what is involved in a particular subject 

so that they may better decide whether an actual 

course at their own school is right for them. For pro- 

fessors, it provides resources and sources of infor- 
mation they may not be aware of or otherwise not 
use. Overall, an interesting use of the web and per- 
haps a glimpse of what the Internet could offer in 
the future. : 

Source: MIT OpenCourseWare Website: 

http://ocw.mit.edu/Ocw Web/index.htm. 
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FACULTY OF MEDICINE 

‘Notice: DEADLINE CHANGED 

Application deadline to apply to First Year Medical 

Studies for September 2004 is October 15, 2003. 
  

  

Défense 
nationale 

National 

Being appreciated 
makes all the 

difference   
Etre apprécié(e) 
fait toute la 
différence 

  

If you value career satisfaction, you Il 

love a nursing career with a difference 

in the Canadian Forces! 

if you re pursuing a BScN in a Canadian university, we can 
pay for your tuition and books, as well as offer you a salary 
while in schoo), Upon graduation, you {| be quaranteed a 

full-time position, with a competitive salary, job security 
and benefits. You If aiso appreciate our excellent clinical, 

administrative and leadership training. 

To enjoy ail that comes with being a Canadian Forces Nurse, 

contact us today. 

CANADLAN FORCES 
       

Si la satisfaction professionnelie est importante pour 

vous, venez entreprendre une carriére d infirmier/ 

infirmiére différente, au sein des Forces canadiennes! 

Si vous étudiez en sciences infirmiéres dans une université canadienne, nous 
pouvons payer vos frais et vos manuels scolaires, en plus de vous verser un 

salaire pendant vos études. Dés | obtention de voire 
dipléme, vous occuperez un empioi assuré, au 
salaire compétitif et avec sécurité d emploi- 
Vous bénéficierez également d une exceliente 
formation en soins de santé, administration 
et leadership. 

   

    

   

      

    

  

Pour bénéficier de tous jes avantages d une 
carriére d infirmier/infirmiére au sein des 
Forces canadiennes, communiquez avec 
nous dés aujourd hui, 

Strong. Proud. Today s Canadian Forces. 
Découvrez vos forces dans les Forces canadiennes. 

1 600 856-8488 
www.forces.gc.ca Canada 
  

-:page [13] October 13, 2003:. 

  

 


