reaches him In the Elysian pastures.”
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Electoral Reform

Amendment of the Election Act in recent
veéars has been chiefly in the direction of|
increasing the deposit required of a pro-!
spective candidate until it is now no less
than $200. During the last election cam-
paign, however, a great many candidates of
all parties spoke in favour of reforming the
Act and now a public hearing is to be held
on Wednesday by the select standing com-
mittee of the Legislature for the purpose of
receiving recommendations and suggestions
from interested citizens or groups.

An incongruous feature of the present
law is the difference between the elector-
ate who vote for the fifteen Councillors and
those who vote for the fifteen Assembly-
men, For the latter there is practically a
universal adult suffrage while for the elec-
tion of Councillors we have a property vote
with the addition of ex-service men -and
women, The veteran votes for both one
Councillor and one Assemblyman, while a
property holder, by a judicious distribution
of his holdings can theoretically vote for
one Assemblyman and as many as fifteen
Councillors.

Unlike the Dominion Elections Act, the
Provincial Act does not provide for an of-
ficial roll of voters. Each political party,
of course, compiles its own list and stands
ready to challenge those whom it has
reason to believe are not ‘entitled to the
ballot. Time, however, is lacking on election
day to investigate claims and there is at
least the possibility that unauthorized
votes are cast because the workers at the
various polls do not wish to antagonize an
individual who may well take the neces-
sary oath and cannot then be refused a:
ballot. ‘

Some Prpvinces have experimented with
complicated voting methods, designed to
overcome the objection to a candidate be-
ing elected by a plurality vote although the
majority is divided between his opponents.
The systems have not proved successful,
however, being cumbersome and not under-
stood by the voters and sometimes result-
ing in the &lection of a candidate whom no
Jarge group wants but to whorh the real
supporters of other candidates have less|
objection than to their respective oppon-
ents. -

A curious and perhaps insular feature of
the law is that it is an offence for anyone
not a resident of the Province, unless he is
a voter, to take part in an election cam-
paign. This effectively discourages national
leaders from visiting during a _campaign
unless they happen to own property here.

|

Horses In The News

'he Manchester Guardian, impressed by
the cable despatches that horses were on;
the pay-roll of the Canadian army, com-
ments that this undoubtedly proves that thei
#Canadian army's system of accountancy
.stands in need of grooming.” I

The pun, of course, is modified by the;
explanation of Prime Minister St. Laurent
that horses were not on the army pay roll.'
What actually happened was that an in-|
dividual, now in jail, charged the Canadian|
army for horses and teamsters in combina- |
tion as if they were bricklayers.

The Guardian recalls the further in-
teresting fact that another horsc “basks .in
the news of financial prosperity as it

“Man O'War” says the Guardian, ‘‘died
in 1947 and his late owner’s will, under
which about $3,773,000 is said to have been
left for the upkeep of his (Man O'War's)
grave and memorial, is still being disputed
by the. relatives.” *

The Korean Front

Commenting on reports that the United
States will press its Western allies for a big-
ger contribution to the Korean war, ‘the
Hamilton Spectator points out bluntly that
the Americans’ complaints are unfortunate-
ly too well founded. They have done and
are doing much more than their share.

Canada has every right to take an in-
tense pride in the quality of its manhood
in Korea, The 25th Canadian Infantry
Brigade Group has the morale and the dash
which come from voluntary enlistment and
excellent leadership; its record is superb.
But Canada has no right to take pride of|
any. sort in the quantity of its manpower in

ficiency; three destroyers, however well
used; one R. C. A. F. transport squadron,
however startling the record of hours|
flown—these add up to a painfully paltry
contribution when set beside what the Uni-
ted States is giving, regardless - of what
standard of proportionate comparison is
used—jyhether the one-to-11 ratio of pop-
ulation or the one-to-18 ratio of gross na-|
tional product between the two countries.

Nor is it fair, argues The Spectator, to
justify the Canadian effort by comparison
with that of European countries which are;
sharing in the Korean war. Britain has half !
a world to police; Canada hasn't. France|
has a big and bitter war to fight in Indo-
China; Canada hasn't. All the European
countries are trying to rebuild economics,
shattered by the world war; Canada. isn't.

Assuming that Canada can only pro-
duce the manpower for a one-division Army
at the present stage of history—and it is an
assumption which is hard to justify on any|
grounds except those of political expediency
—it seems fair at least to suggest that the
manpower be used where it is most needed:
At present there are a brigade in Korea, a
brigade in Germany and roughly a brigade
at home. In fact a tiny army is spread
over a surprising stretch of the world’s cir-
cumference. Perhaps there are logical rea-
sons for the 27th Canadian Infantry Bri-
~ade Group being in Germany and enjoy-
ing what the men of the 25th Brigade refer
to acidly as “the conducted tour.” But
there would seem to be far more logical rea-

sons for it to be alongside the 25th in
Korea, fighting.

EDITORIAL NOTES

Valentine's Day.

uagesima,

Tomorrow, Quing
- - -

King's County has stepped out in front
in the value of its fishery according to a
reply to a question in‘the House. The East-
ern county has natural advantages, of
course, in the way of open harbours but
in particular the improved position reflects
‘the increasing use of modern draggers.
.

Canadian lumbermen are Ilooking for-
ward to a good year in 1953 due to the
prospect of increased building in Canada.
High prices have restrained intending build-
ers for the past two years, but the levelling
off of costs and the removal of some re-
strictions should give an impetus to the
building industry.

L]

.

’
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Children today may expect twenty-one
more years of life than those born fifty
years ago. It remains to be seen how they
will be distributed among the seven ages of
mewling infant, whining schoolboy, sighing
lover, bearded soldier, capon eating justice,
lean and slippered pantaloon, or the last
of all “Sans teeth, sans ('*yes, sans taste,

sans everything.”

. L] -

The civic delegation which met the Pro-
vincial Treasury Board yesterday is one step
in ‘a wide effort to rectify the financial ar-
rangements between the City and the Fed-
eral and Provincial Gavernments. There has
been a growing tendency for the cost of
modern public facilities to be borne by the
municipality while revenue from the area
concerned goes in large measure to other

Governments.

The report to the Agricultural Council
that a number of small lots of potatods have
been.brought to the Island without . author-
ization is very serious. As specialists in the
production of Certified Seed Potatoes our
prosperity depends upon maintaining a
disease-free- product. Unsupervised im-
portation of potatoes could in%oduce dis-
eases which would deprive the Province of
its present advantage as a sced producing
area.

L]

Captain James Cook, English navigator,
died this date 1779. He ran away to sea
and found rapid advancement. He charted
the St. Lawrence from Quebec to the sea
and also the coast of Newfoundland. The
Royal Society employed him to make
astronomical observations at Tahiti, ©n
the same voyage he sailed around New
Zealand, visited Australia, New Guinea and
Batavia. Subsequent voyages added great-
ly to our knowledge of geography and his
accounts are a fascinating record of discov-

ery' and adventure,
L
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Fellows in other jobs
get valentines in
their nail today.’
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PUBLIC FORUM

This column is open to the
di fon by corr Jent
of questions of Interest. The
Guardian does not necessar-
fly endorse the opinion of
correspondents.

NEGLECTED LIBRARY PLOT

Sir, — As noted recently in “Old
Charlottetown”, in 1884 were begun
the beautiful gardens we still see
surroupding our public buildings
known then as Queen Square. The
fulfilment was not.as great as in
the case of the Halifax Gardens on
Spring Park Road which were up-
held as the ideal at that time, —
‘though Queen Square Gardens had
its high iron fence, both decorative
and, more particulanly, protective.

Never, since its erection almost
twenty-five years ago, have our
City Council or citizens taken thed
slightest thought of the outward
appearance of the Library and Gal-
lery. I must give credit to Miss
Jean Gill, librarian, for the flour-
ishing and attraotive window boxes
in the summer. But in comparison
with Queen Square, the grounds (if
one can call the small plot that) are
desolate, A subscription list might
well be sStarted and our Library
Committee inaugurate a transform-
ation to the entrance and precincts
of an institution more frequented
‘than any other public building in
our City, children and parents will
be more proud and happy to call at
our Public Library,

Within its small concreted con-
fines the Library plot can have
shrubs and vines growing close to

|dn)'—n place of resort very much

The Pass

Time is one of those intangible
things in life that are not easily
defined. About all we know about
it is that it comes and goes. We
sometimes speak of having “time
on our hands", but that of course
is & mere figure of speech and not
a particularly intelligent one at
that, Whatever the  essence of time
may be, there are only two things
we can do with it, We ocan use it
or waste it and, as in the case of a
lot of other intangibles, time wast-
ed is a total loss.

“Believe me when I tel you'.
wrote Gladstone, “that thrift of
time will repay you in after life
with a wusury of profit beyond
your most sanguine dreams, and

‘| that waste of it will make you

dwindle alike ‘in intellectual and
moral stature beyond your darkest
reckoning”, That this is ‘true
enough will be accepted by any
thinking person, and yet there is
probably nothing with which most
of us are less thrifty or more
wasteful.

If we were able to compute the
time we have wasted one way and

i another, the figure arrived at would

be almost unbelievable. And that
would be true not only in the case
of the chronically idle but elso in
that of the habitually busy. The
fact that a man is always busy
about something or other is no
indication that he is making good
use of his time.

To the very young time travels
slowly and leisurely, This may be

|due to Nature's special sympathy

for the joys and wonders of child-
hood. Any.ndult person will say,

Old Charl;)tlelown
Und PR L) ¥

—

MECHANICS INSTITUTE

at
the Mechanics Institute, the Rev.
John Knox delivered a highly
interesting and instructive lecture
upon ‘Real Education’. At a meet-

“On  Monday evening last,

ing of the Conunittee, held on
Wednesday evening, it was resolv-
ed that Mr., Knox's lecture be
published in pamphlet form, and
that a copy be forwarded to
every sSchoolmaster in the Island
gratuitously, and that the remain-
ing copies be sold on behalf of
the funds of the Institute.

“Two votes of thanks were un-
animously adopled—one to J,
Sidney Dealey, Esq., for his val-
uable present to the Library, of
an  Encyclopaedia of Arts and
Sciences, and the other to Lieut.
Colonel Roderick C. . Macdonald
of Castle Tioram, for the handsome
collection of marine productions,
sent by him from Bermuda, for
the Museum of the Institute. It
was also determined that a room
shbuld be obtained for the Libra-
ry and Museum, to be opened
daily, and which should also em-
brace the character of a Reading
Room, where gentlemen could
gpend an hour or two in reading
the literature and news of the

required in this flourishing town.”
—The Colonial Herald, July 17,
1841,

2l
to his family: “From now on we
will live by that book.” Daily
looked up at that shelf, and dalily
that book reproved the way he

its walls with bright flowers and
hedges in its borders., The scales
perhaps, the bus-stand too; but
small beginnings are best.

all used to seeing things neat and
attractive in ‘their home surround-
ings, so surely they will all be will-
ing to help our Council and the
Library Committee and come for-
ward with small contributions to
remedy its present bleakness.
I am, Sir, etc.,
GARDENER

ADVICE

ON GIVING

Sir,— Advice is like castor oil,
easy to give and hard to take. It
is surprising how generous people
are in giving advice. It comes oul
of the gonodness of their hearts,
‘They want to help. For the touch
of arthritis I have, four different
home-made remedies have been
suggested, one of which was to
soak myself in hot epsom salts, I
did soak myself for a week but it
did no good.

Before going to Trinidad, a kind-
ly old minister, a missionary for
many years in that Island, ad-
vised me: “Never go._ into the
pulpit without your Prince, Al-
bert coat.” The first time I preach=
ed there was in a_ large crowded
church and of course it was a warm
night and to ralse the tempera-
ture the church was lighted by
twenty kerosene lamps, I had on
my Prince Albert coat, padded for
winter wear in the north, I wjl
not forget that experience, I hope
I may never be in such a hot place
again,

Ministers are very fond of giv-
ing advice; sometimes given grace
fously and with good effect, some-
times incautiously, as when the
minister warned the boys never to
smoke, but on the sly he himself
smoked.

Ministers have.to be extremely
careful about giving advice, Let no
minister call his people to prayer
unless he himself is definitely a
praying man, We are too apt to

We are reminded by President H. H.
Hannam of the Canadian Federation of
Agriculture that “the dairy cow is the best
and oldest forage . harvesting machine on
the market. §he is equipped with a mower
and grinder on one end and ‘a manure
spreader on the other. In between is an
extremely complex and highly efficient
manufacturing plant specially designed for
the'conversion of large quantities of pasture,
silage and hay into nature’s most nearly

_ One brigade and its supporting
* however great the fighting ef-

perfect food—milk.”

give off-hand advice, = forgetiing
our own fallings or taking for
granted we have none: ' Nothing
will blunt the edge of our mes-
sage llke insincerity,

Jesus’ words rang true, He llved,
utterly what he preached. "The
common people heard him gladly.”
He was 8o ditferent -from . the
average Synagogue preacher who
was aways tendering advice and
not Nving up to it
The truth of the Bible appeals to
our mind and consclence, An old
Ohiniése mandarin  was given a
New Testament, Me read it, put it
up on the kitéhen shelf and said

.

hquse one day will be removed and.[

was llving. He was untrue to his

he !
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Seeing a country churchyard, w!
the grey

Monuments walked, I with a sec-
ond glance,

Doubting, postponed the apparent
Judgment day

To watch instead the random slow
advance

Across the down of a hundred nib-
bling sheep.

And yet these tombs, half fancled
and half seen

In the dim world between waking
and sleep,

These headstones browsing on their
plot of green,

Were sheep indeed and emblems of
all life,

For man to dust, dust
grass, and grass

Grows wool and feeds
‘The butcher's knife

Works magle, and the ephemeral
sheep forms pass

Through swift tombs and through
silent tombs, until

hen

on grass.

the hill,
—Aldous Huxley.
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This know also, that in the last

|wife. He was severe with his chil-
dren. He said to himself: *I must
!destroy that book or change my
life,” ‘The story goes that he

The patrons of the Library are changed his life.

| The Bible speaks to us out of a
!genuine experiencs and calls us to
live what we know to be right

| I am, Sir, etc.,

| W. I. GREEN.
Stanley Bridge.

UNEMPLOYED PLOW
. OPERATORS
Sir, -~ We often hear people con-
"demning our Government and its
| different departments, some ' with

| ;ust cause, and scme without, But I |
of | live on, than to have to pay all they

!really think the Department
Public Works now gomes in for crit-
iclsm with regard to our sncw-
plow operators, These men are ex-
| perienced maintainer and plow op-
lerators, and when the first snow
!cnmc this winter, they were ap-
| pointed and all went to their jobs,
some of them driving miles night
and morning. Most plows are kept
at garages in some town or village
on the Island: so, 'to eliminate this
long drive, they rented rooms or
i homes for the winfer months to be
near their plows,

As the weather has been very
unusual, there has been no snow to
plow. Therefore the men were paid
the large sum of $200 per day,
what the Departmeift called “stand-
by pay.” Take a man's rent, food,
clothing, etc., out of this, and what
Ifas he? Also please keep in mind
that 'this amount was paid to men
who have worked for the Depart-
ment for years. The money was
pald ‘until January 15th, at which
time they were told they should
add their names to the long liat
of unemployed, and draw unem-
ployment insurance, which would
pay them oft with approximately
$4.00 per day.

How does any department .or
Government expect to get hold of
plow or malntainer t who

days perilous times shall come. . .
,But continue thou in the things
| which thou hast learned and, hast
{ been assured of, knowing of whom
thou hast learned them; and that
from a child thou hast known the
holy scriptures, which are able to
make thee wise unto salvation
through falth which is in Christ
Jesus,

paying & crew of men fighting
snow, day and night, not including
the extra expense of fuel, oil, parts
and maintenance of all machines.
Let us ask all fair-minded taxpay-
ers of the Province, would it not be
cheaper to pay their ployees a
weekly wage, at least®enough to

! expenses of fighting snow, as these
men cannot take a job elsewhere
dhd. repcrt back to work for every
snewstorm

It it is a case of being thrifty,
why did .the Department convey
c¢oal from Charlottetown, to all
these garages from Kensington to
Tignish, by truck, with coal dealers
in Kensington and Summerside
only too ready to supply and deliver
such codl?

How can the Department expect
to get machine operators and hold
them under such ‘treatment? What
do our local representatives think?
Do they thing of President Eisen-

hower's slogan, *“Time for a
change', would be a good idea?
T am, Sir, eto,

DISGRUNTLED LIBERAL,

Kensington, P.E. T,

FESTIVE DAY

KNOXVILLE, Tenn, (AP)-—Fri-
day the 13th, wis a festive day in
the John Borden household. The
Bordens’ two children observed
birthday anniversaries, Daughter
Frances 18 17 and son David is 13,
The Bordens were married March
13, 1033, Furthermore, she was
born on July 13 and he on June 13,

are really good men, with such
management as that? Good machine
operators are not plentiful, and
they cannot learn to operate a plow
or main'tainer in a “few hours or
days. To prove this all anyone has
to do is take a drive after some
severe snowstorm, and take notice
of the plowing of different sections
of road under different operators,
The same applies in the summer
mon'ths to the scraping of roads,
Some operators may as well be home
sleeping, for all the good they do on
the roads,

Lat us take into consideration the
cost of operaling all plews and
maintainers {n tife evetit of a storm,

|
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COMPLETE VISUAL
REFRAQTION AND
ANNALYSIP
G. F. HUTCHESON

&SON

Optometristy
B3 Grafton Street

—
ing Scene
By - Observer
SOME THOUGHTS ON TIME
years, As Keats sald of t
ingale: he nighr.
“No - hungry generations tread
thee down; '

The voice I hear this

mght was heard,

In ancient days by emperor

clown”,

The flowers,: “the grass
thicket, and the fruit-iree \\ul;{\‘-c
have been exhibiting their fra.
grances and their mysteries eyer
since the first stirrings of life and
grandeur on the earth. The gy,
of a new born babe, the gaiety of
little children, the bright hopes o
youth, the good dreams of ),
aged, - these have never changeq
from one gene:wtlon to another.

L .

bassing

and

That indefinable something 1,
the wmirit of man that makes hiy
forever look upward to the heighs
has weathered all the storms o
the centuries and remains as cop.
stant as the stars of heaven Ty
“diviner feelings, kindred with e
skles”, of which Cardinal Newmap
wrote, are now, as they have .
ways been, symptoms of many
deep longing for something highe
and better than himself. Belief iy
immortality has gone ‘through
many intellectual versions sines
man first began to reason aboyt
his destiny, but In its essence it ha
remained unchanged.

The philosopher Plato spoke for
unnumbered generations before his
time as well as for all the gen.
erations since, when he wrote: “wy
cannot suppose that moral govern.
ment, the beginnings of which e
see in the world and In ourselve,
will cease when we leave this hife,

for ‘that the
were longer when he was young.
And so they were. The first

awareness of Time's fleeting man-
ner comes with adolescence. From
there on it seems to gather ac-
celeration, and the testimony of
the very old is' that time has
scarcely any meaning at all. The

increasing rapidity, It is all very
proper, no doubt. Tt is all very
mystifying, too.

Perhaps one reason why most of
us are inclined to be careless and
unmethodical in our use of the
speeding moments, days, months,
and years, Is that we give too much
heed to the common expression,
“there's plenty of time”. Actually,
so far as the individual's concern
with it goes,.time Is a scarce com-
modity, nothing more so.

LI I

Bven the full span of life is but
a speck on the horizon, the twink-

passing of a watch in the night.
Old people will frequently say that
it seems like only yesterday thac

turns to|they did this or that. It may have often carrled his lady's gloves in-
been fifty or sixty years ago, but|to tournament or battle to estab

they are perfectly right in think-
ing of it as yesterday. Such is the
swiftness, the nearness in remote-
ness, of Time.

Taking the historical,  which s
the only possible one to take in

Once more God's acre feeds across| this respect, even the periods cov-|gloves.

ered by known clvilizations, hoth
the extant and the extinct, are as
yesterdny, today, and tomorrow, m
relaltion to the shovements of life
on the earth, to say nothing of the
movements of the Universe before
any sign of life appeared, In this
sense, the ruins of submerged
Pompeil, while they, are of great
archaeological inlterest, are in
reality but a moment in time away
from an old abandoned farmstead
in this part of the world,
e e

It seems to bhe & human trait
to think of other times, other eras,
other days, as having been much
more interesting, romantic, and
heroic, than the present. Bach
generation in its turn has assumed
that its lot was cast in prosalc
places, Oriticism of this ‘trait has
been a favourite theme of poets
and philosophers. Bmerson was
aware of it in his day.

“One of 'the fllusions of life”, he
wrote, ‘“is that the present hour
is not the declsive hour, Write it
on your heart that every day you
live is the best day”. Perhaps if
we could bring ourselves to-do that
we should be a bit more careful
in our use of the passing moments
and days. If every day be the best
day, then today s as good as any.
There is beauty in it, and there
is glory in it, It would be a shame
to waste either,

Tt is true that Time brings many
changes, But when one considers
the matter ome is forced to the
conclusion that there are many
things in life, including some of
‘the best things, that do not
change. They remain the same
yesterday, today,.and for ever, The
song of a bird on the wing or*rest-
ing In the tree-ton is as it has
been for countless thousands of

days and years oome and go with of affection on this St. Valentines

ling of a star in the universe, the|where a young lady’s

Swains Sent Gloves
As Early Valentines

(Exchange)
Gay and often lacy cards, cand:
and flowers are standard symbols

day, but an ancient and more
durable token was a pair of gloves,
A gift of gloves once was a fair-

ly serlous thing, notes the Na-
tional Geographic Soclety. “t in.
dicated at least that the young

man was willing to spend money
on his intended, and it made a
first rate valentine.

Today valentine gloves can stil
be purchased — long kid affairs
with small hearts arranged on
their backs, or red-stitched white
gloves. Red gloves also are avail
able, but they do not carry the
message they once did in  Siclly,
hand  was
available if it were gloved in red
Gloves had other meanings and
signiticance. A . medigval knight

lish his affection, Young men once
presented a glove to fathers-in-
law a8 guarantees of proper cars
for daughters, and the bridegroom’s
mother often wecomed her new
daughter with a palr ot gilt

Some ancient peoples classed
gloves as ornamentation. and wo
men were not allowed to wear
them,

The wearing of gloves by women,
however, was . made essentially
fashionahble In the 16th century b
Catherine de Medici In  France
and Elizabeth I in England. If the
queens wore them, naturally sl
women wore them.

The 1ll fit of the gloves worn
Queens Catherine and  Elizabeth
would horrify a modern woman
who can thank Xavier Jouvin of
Grenoble, France, for the smooth
ness of the kid or suede shc now
wears on her hands, Jouvin meas:
ured thousands of hands of has
pltal patients before perfecting tht
basic glove cutting die in 1834
A palr of gloves now in !¢
Smithsonian  Institution  rvecald
an Incident in the early histor
of Baltimore. They werc worn by
a belle when the Marquis de L+
fayette visited the Maryland ciiv

When' he met the lady, the Mar
quis bent gallantly to kiss het
hand, only to halt short of per
formance.

There, staring him in the fact,
was his® own portrait, carefulf
worked on the back of the 1ady¥
glove. Layfayette could not. he
explained, kiss his own likenes

Many of today's gloves do much
more than serve their basic P
pose of warming: and decoratinf
the hands. Special gloves are nov
made for, speclal purposes. -
name a few, there nare firepr

gloves, rubber gloves for surgeond
and eleotrleal workers, and el
trically heated gloves. A surgeon!
glove imprognated with lend ¥
been perfected to allow doctors 1)
work svith thelr hands constantlf
exposed to x-ray.
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PERIL

On tho sen
Rlroraft, of aut

, on fand, In the
biles. o r

alr, peril ‘of fire, ghining, falling
sipll

In our modern life wo are

ligation,

HYNDMAN

Officest  CHARLOTTETOWN
: ¥
ALLISON P. McLEAN, CLU,,

1
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why we employ the system of insurance to protect us fir

Wao are in a position te provide
and welcome your inquiries for advice and Information.

CYRUS A, l.\' SHAW, C.L.U, District Manager at Montagut
Agents throughout the Provln?.
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