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Contract Bridge

By Josephine Clubertson '
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WRONG CONTRACT

Offhand, it doesn't seem that
North or South made any error in

the bidding of the deal below, but
Whe errar was there, nonetheless.

By T
South dealer. L MITE 18 FUSSY
Both sides vulnerable,

Some fussiness has réal excuse

4QJ10 When cleanliness puts it to use.
YK973 —Old Mother Nature.
®Q642
®75 Mite, the young Mouse who was
@743 52 finding a place for himself in the
vQ62 N vJ4 Great World, was fussy. That is,
4785 W E| éA107 some folks would say he was fussy.
BAKTS S »Q086 Actually, he was no more fussy
e AK386 33 than all his neighbors. Mouseville,
A1085 the little Mouse town under the
:Kas snow on the Green Meadows, was
& 10 a fussy place, if cleanliness can be
. called fussiness
The bidding: e Ever since he left home, when he
Soutk West North Fast was a very. young Mouse less than
14 Pass 24 Pass three weeks old, Mite had been
Y ) Pass L'y Pass fussy about his person. When he
Pass Pass wasn’'t hunting for food, and eating

. .= . |it, he spent a lot of time washing

The defence was everything it |imqeir Nobody had taught him to
should have been, and the con-

uence was that South had no|9° this. In fact, nobody had taught

eq him anything. Mother hadn’t had

real play for the contract. He had )
to concede a club, & heart and two|time to teach him anything before

diamonds.

Contrast this outcome with the|should have reached four hearts
perfectly normal result of a four instead of four spades. The “key”
heart contract. There. South would|was South's second action, after
have made three natural trump|getting the spade raise. Obviously,
tricks (in dummy), a club ruff in|South felt that his hand was worth
n1s own hand. one diamond and five|another bid — so why not do a little
<pades, for the healthy -total of 10| exploring? South should have real-
‘ricks. ized that North might have four

This contrast was not merely & hearts and yet not be able to show
whim of fate; the partnership/the sult over spades because he

lacked the top-card strength. It
could cost South nothing to bid
3 three hearts instead of three
spades; if North preferred the first-
- TAXI -
2631 rank which is divided 5-3 between
the partners,

to it, whereas if he preferred hearts,
he would either pass or raise, de-
pending on his supporting strength.
Needless to say, in this case
North would like hearts better than
spades, and would have the values
for a raise to four hearts.

This deal is a perfect illustration
of the fact that a fitting 4-4 suit
is usually a better trump selection
than another suit of equal scoring

hornton W. Burgess

he left home, and father wasn't
around to teach him anything. He
just had to find out things for him-
self,

Some folks seem not to mind dirt
at all. In fact, scme folks seem to
enjoy dirt, But the Mouse folk are
not like this. They are neat. They
keep their hands and faces clean.
They keep their coats clean. Indeed,
they keen themselves clean all over
from the tips of their noses to the
tios of their little short tails. So 1t
was that Mouseville kept its homes
and its streets clean. Its streets
were tiny paths cut through the
l7rass, and when the snow was deep
these tiny paths became tiny tun-
nels. These tunnels were kept as
clean as the snow itself. Here and
there little short tunnels led to
dumps. To these all the dirt was
taken.

Mite was' a great deal more fussy
than a lot cf bovs and girls are.
He not only kept himself spic and
span, but he kept his home just as
spic and snan. and he kept his little
nrivate path just as spic and svan.
He was naturally so neat that, if
by some magic he had suddenl-
been transfcrmed into a bov, it
never would have entered his head
to throw gum wrappings, ice cream
cups. popsickle sticks, peanut bags.
candy wrappings, and apple cores
out of a car along the roadside
when ridine in the countrv. or alone
the sidewalk of a city street. or in a
park, or on a nicnic eround. Goed-
ness no! Nothing like that! He
would no more have thought of
doing such things than he would of
not washing his face and hands
meanv times a day.

Mite was fussy about neatness
because he was born that way. He
natuvrally loved to be clean. Keening
so was a habit, one of the verv
best habits. There are good habite
just as there are had habits and
cleanliness is one of the verv best
because it leads to good health.
Neatness is a good second best and

He carried them off to the nearest
dump.

two lead to good living,

Mite was living in what had been
the home of scme other Meadow
Mouse some time before. It was
tumble-down when he found it.
Tumble-down houseg are never
neat. Aa soon as he had decided he
was .going to stay there In this
tumble-dgwn "home. he went to workj
to put it in order. Of course, he had
to spend much time hunting for
food, and he had to spend some
time sleeping. In between times he
trled to fix up that nest. First, he|-
cleaned it all out inside. He pulled
out old straws that were more or
less dirty, and he didn’t leave them
around the doorstep either. He car-
ried them off to the nearest dump.
He was fussy about it.

Then he went to work on the
tumble-down roof. Of course, it was
made mostly of grass, and some fine
roots, all woven together. Whoever
made that home in the first place
had done a very good job. But. any
house not used soon goes to pleces.
How did Mite know what to do?
Old Mother N2ture must have
whispered in one of his small ears
and told him how to do it, and what
not to do. It didn't take him very
long either. That old roof looked
almost like a new roof, and he had
it all finished before that first snow
storm. It was a good thing he did.
The weight of that snow would
have pressed the roof right in if it
hadn't been repaired.

Mite had been lucky to find that
old home with no one living in it.
He was still more lucky to find a
little store of seeds close by. You see,
he hadn’t had time before the com-
ing of that snow to store away
many seeds himself. Altogether Mite
was doing very well for one who
was only six weeks old. Yes, indeed,
for a young Mouse starting with
nothing, Mite was doing very well

leads to true comfort. Together the

indeed!

bid suit, he would of course return
RUDOLPH THE RED NOSED REINDEER

By Robert L. May

THOUGHT..T WONDER

/Y 5 —
THE WAY /' 1 NEVER SEE
| YouI6 LEADIN’ ¥ SLCH A CRANKY
THIS mzcuw'

747 LM
AN'T KEEPIN' AD-
BODY PRIED.

1 BRUNG IT ALONG TO KEEP

MY SEEGAR From GrrTiN’ WeT I THE
5 AN'@OGIN' WE GOT WITH LS.

out.

AFTER ALL, IT5 |
HE OMLY FOOD

}

IN THE COUNTR®
TONIGHT, PETER? BUT
17’6 CLOSED FOR THE
SEASON,, DESERTED!

]

;AU, BUT HE'LL ARREST YOU KIHEN WE LAND.,
AND K/E HAVE TO LAND, YoU kNOW 2.

J

O0P5/ THE ENGINES

I’Hl TTERING.

NO. CALLED OFF..,
UM, LDJA CALL
ON LONG

Dor,
p

 SHE'S'OUT, 50 WOT. DIDA
BET'CHA YA GOT YER.OWN

TELL 'EM...B0Y,, T'LL

WAY...NO,.. SHE'S OUT, s
HOW'S PALOOKA...SOME ] | ToLE'ER D
KID, THAT LAD...5AY,.. ¥ WHY wouLl

WENT,,.I MEAN... T

CALL.

LI'L ABNER

ASSTS = LET'S MAKE A
MAD

. By Al Cap

HERE'S A

By Edwing

OH, GOING TO A
MASQUERADE
PARTY, MOTHER-?

MILT sTuBBS {1

SHE'S GOIN' TO
WEAR \T, POPZ

I CERTAINLY
AM 19

\T'S A& NCE
NEW HAT-- AN’

Jusr C
YOU ALL MAKE || ou
_ME TIRED! !

1 KNOW--T'VE GOT )
JUST THE PLANY

12-4

Core. . Mg Pt . o Wkt g weweed |

TILLY THE TOILER

LISTEN, TILLIE - THIS 18
CHEESE ON PROTEIN
BREAD - VYOu COULD

e et e = e ek

By Boﬁ Gas*afson

WILBERT'S S0 BUSY WORKING
OUT FOOTBALL PLAYS THAT I
CAN'T GET HIM TO GO TO BED/

MM--T HAVE AN IDEA
THAT MAY WORK /

THERE, WLBERT--NOW GET
IN THERE AND
SCORE /




