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Better Schooling Methods

'The problem of secondary school educa-
tion in Canada is dealt with authoritative-
ly in the final report, just received through
the courtesy of the Provincial Department
of Education, of the Committee on Prac-
tical Education sponsored by the Canadian
Education Association. The report is fairly
brief, but it makes many constructive re-
commendations which will no doubt be
studied very carefully by all concerned.

Emphasis is placed on the general aim
of all high school education, which is to
assist in the development of good citizens.
This involves assistance in the development
of the child as a responsible member of
society and as an independent individual.
Courses of study, methods of teaching, and
manner of administration must all contri-
bute to this end. But perhaps of equal
value are the school’s various activities in
which student participation in democratic
processes can be encouraged. Also, the
quality of the tcachers is important and it
js essential in this connection that higher
qualifications be maintained, with com-
mensurate remuneratiofi, longer periods of
training, better methods of teacher selec-
tion, and recognition of work experience as
part of the qualifications for teaching.

The committee found grave deficiencies
in the basic education provided by second-
ary schools. Both employees and employers
attach primary importance to a solid
grounding i the basic fundamentals of
arithmetic and in oral and written express-
ion. “What is needed,” the report says, “is
not necessarily more school time devoted to
these subjects, nor more advanced work in
them, but a * stronger emphasis on thor-
oughness. A revision of these subjects in
objectives and in content, and possibly in
methods of presentation, is required.”

It is also noted that secondary schools
have been slow in developing courses in
agriculture as a major industry of Canada.
This has been due, in part, to the fact
that such schools in rural areas have gen-
crally been small and therefore able to
offer only one course. It has been due also
to the mistaken concept that agriculture
is an unskilled occupation requiring no
training other than that which a rural
boy may acquire through experience on
the home farm. The truth of the matter is,
that agriculture has become more and
more a business in which, to be successful,
a person needs a technical {raining as well
as a good general education.

“Courses in secondary schools in rural
areas should place emphasis on the speci-
fic skills required on the farm and should
also give attention to the economic prob-
lems of the farmer: conservation, market-
ing, farm . organization, consumer prob-
lems on the farm, management of farm
labour, farm accounting, and the like,” the

cluding both public and commercial or in-
dustrial employment; record of member-
ship in adult societies, lodges, clubs, etc.

This does not exhaust the list by any
means. The point is that any record which
will indicate beyond doubt that the appli-
cant is 70 years old on Jan..1, 1952, or old-
er, will suffice. :

- EDITORIAL NOTES

Open season for geese starts today, ex-

cept brant which are safe until Nov. 1.
- * -

This is National Immunization Week,
but far too little activity seems to be taking
place locally. Perhaps a better time would
have been at or before school opening.

» - »

From the interest taken by the Duke of
Edinburgh in the steam locomotives, it
seems likely that he will want to try his
hand at operating a diesel when the Royal
couple reach this Province.

* * *

Charles Edward Mudie, founder of
Mudie’s Library in London, was born this
date 1818. A philanthropist and deeply re-
ligious, Mudie published “Stray Leaves”, a
volume of hymns and verses.

- - -

Last year protests were made in the
House of Commons that certain constitu-
encies were sending apples to members to
obtain free advertising in the House. This
has been followed this year by Northern
Ontario sending potatoes to the Prime Min-
ister for a like purpose.

- - *

The Toronto Exhibition has been receiv-
ing criticism for the quality of entertain-
ment provided byt it would seem to have
nothing on Indianapolis. There .even a
side-show barker was severely shocked,
perhaps because of a defect in the micro-
phone slung around his neck.

- * *

Continuous service on all exchanges will
replace the presefit system of “emergency
calls only” on rural exchanges after nine
p.m., when the new schedule of rates for
the Island Telephone Company is approv-
ed. A dial system for Charlottetown is also
proposed and ‘should be in operation by
1953.

.

According to the Canadian Press there

'was one item missing at the Ottawa Royal

banquet, which had been served at other
luncheons and dinners so far in the Royal
Tour—cocktails. Ottawa Board of Control
had decided unanimously that no alcoholic
beverages would be served at any function
at which the city was host. This was the
case here on the occasion of the visit of
the King and Queen.
-

The Post Office Department is in the un-
happy position of being “damned if it does
and damned if it doesn't” pay its way. It
shows a deficit in the year ended March
31, 1951, for the first time since 1939, as
reported in the department’s annual report,

!tabled in the Commons. The deficit was

$1,326,788, with total revenue $105,545,-
456 and total expenditure $M#96,872,245. Tt
compared with a surplus of $1,888,914 the
previous year. The report noted that “con-
tinued increase in the cost of operation
has resulted in a steady worsening of the
department’s financial position’”, which no

doubt will result in further increase of

report states. “Attention should be given|postage.

.also to the means of making farm
more attractive: clectrification, sanitation
and health, recreation, and modernization
of the farm home. Perhaps thc greatest
problem encountered in connection with
developing suitable courses in agricultur:
is to secure well-qualified teachers with
the necessary
“training.”

life |

technical and professional |itoba Medical Service.

The Canadian Medical Association f{s

1considering the adoption of a national serv-

ice but independent of ‘the Government.
The President, Dr. Kelly, says the “pos-
itive approach” of the C.M.A. is a prepaid
voluntary care scheme similar to ‘the Man-
Families with small
incomes would receive aid from the Gov-

It is recommended specifically in the re-'ernment to pay the cost of the health in-

port that agriculture be offered in all sac-
ondary schools in rural areas and include,
where possible, practical courses such a3
farm mechanics, farm management, soil
conservation and marketing.

1

Praof of Age

An exchange notes that the question of
proof of age in connection with the new
Federal old aze “security pension still is
arising. To be eligible for the pension it
‘"8 necessary for the applicant to provide

‘documentary proof of age which should be

submitted at the same time as the applica-

tion. It is appreciated, of course, that some

* people may not have such documents as

birth or baptismal certificates available.

Consequently the Federal Welfare Depart-

ment has listed a wide variety of, doguments
are acceptable as proof of age,

These include: Marriage or communion
¢artificates; entries in family Bibles, church
rolls or registers; military sarvice or insur-
" records; naturalization documents,
) immigration records; teaching
cates, school. certificates or prize re-

‘public records such as azsessment
directories, voters’ lists, jury lists;
s of all including

™

i

British Columbia

surance. “In five Canadian provinces the
medical profession has co-operated with the
Government in giving medical care to old
age pensioners, blind pensioners and the
like”, says Dr./Kelly. “It has proved we
can work with Governments, and more
efficiently than is the case under the Brit-
ish plan.”
L
This is the safest Province in Canada
for mothers at childbirth, according to fig:
ures published in the Toronto Star. For
1949 the maternal death rate was 0.4 per
thousand for Prince Edward Island, the
only Province below one.  We had the low-
est rate in the period-1926-30 also, although
it then stood at 4.6 per thousand, as the
table shows:

1926-30 1949

Canada ........... 15
| Newfoundland . 2.0
Prince Edward Island ... 04
Nova Scotia 11
New' Brunswick 1.0
2.0

1.3

1.3.

Saskatchewan i 1.2
Alberia 6.6 1.0
....... iisisbicinis: Ol ool

o
)

Tuas away
before Christas

And 3ll
ﬂwoug! the

house ---
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Someone once said that, “human
communities need diversification in
order to develop the material and
incentive within them; that other
nations of different habits are not
enemies but godsends. Men require
of their neighbors, something suf-
ficlently akin to be wunderstood
with something sufficiently dif-
ferent to provoke attention and
great enough to command admi-

ration”., How true this is in the
small countries of Europe, with
their ‘different background and

habits, where, today, they are in-
termingling more than ever before,
and  learning to understand each
other!

This fact struck home on Satur-
day evening in Brussels when we
went to the theatre to see g large
group of young people fronf Spain,
who had travelled right up through
the Western countries, - showing
people the Spanish way of life
through their music, dancing and
singing. This was an organized
tour of young people from all
parts of Spain, who had been
winners in a national entertain-
ment competition,

The group was made up ot win-
ners from the different provinces.
Winning was an honor to them
and they were a credit to their
country. It was a variety show
and each team was dressed in the
costume of its own particular pro-
vince, the guitars, the traps, the
trick steps and the variety of

PUBLIC FORUM

This column {is open to the
Ji fon by correspond
of questions of interest. The
Guardian does not necessar-
Uy endorse the opinion of
correspondents.

USE OF CHEMICALS

Sir,—In your editorial dealing
with “the use of poisonous chem-
icals in the growing aad process-
ing of food”, I note that, accord-
ing to the London Economist, quot-
ing from a speech by Lord Doug-
las in the British House of Lords:
DDT had been found in mother’s
milk; human teeth placed in a
glass of cola rapidly dissolved; a
cow treated with penicillin yield-
ed milk which' would not turn to
caesse, and though it was mixed
with the milk of 200 other cows,
still no crumb of cheese resulted.
I agree with the comment con-
cerning the “dramatic” and ‘“hor-
rific” content in the above verbal
pictures; but the point in which
I am chiefly interested (and the
more So, considering the author-
itative sources of the informa-
tion) is their relationship to the
facts, ' Certainly I would not be
inclined to go to the columns of
your distinguished contemporary
—The Economist—for fiction.

It is interesting, however, to see
the conclusion that “neither in
production nor in processing is
there any evidence that they”
(the poisonous chemicals) ‘“are
having a bad effect on general
health”. On the other hand, while
your British contemporary com-
ments “Meanwhile, the use of
chemical fertilizers and insecti-
cides is essential to the expansion
of world food supplies”; it seems
to this reader that while the latter.
assertion may be true enough,
based on our present agricultural
know-how, technology, and cult-
ural practices, one may reasonab-
ly cxpress doubt that this pro-
ccss can go down the centuries,
healthfully and constructively?
Frankly, it seems to me that we
are still, for all our science, pret-
ty primitive in dealing with not
on'y the products of the good
earth, but (quite as intportant)
also their distribution. The lim-
iting factér, it seems to me, is
just how to market the abund-
ance which the world’s farmers
are quickly learning how to pro-
duce. Then, too, there are those
three rural glants waiting to serve
the hungry world tirelessly, once
the nations learn and desire to
outlaw WAR: mechanization, ir-
rigation, and hybridization!

I am Sir, ete, .
& FEED", %

| sreat is the sum of them!
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A 106-year-old St. Louis
attributes his longevity to smok-
ing six cigars a day, drinking beer
frequently, and not worrying.
Muany of us couldn’t follow this
regimen Lecause we lack the mon-
ey to afford ‘h first two items

the third, — Kingston Whig-Stan-
dard.

made
In-

Arrangements are being

to move the 27th Canadian
fantry Brigade to Germany, The
choica of Germany instead of
France has its drawbacks. It was

easy to think ,up verses for “Ma-
demoiselle m Armentieres.”
but what on earth would rhyme

with “Fraulein From Hanover?”
—Ottawa Citizen.

Remember when: The dollar
was a dollar, income tax was only
a formality, horses wore ear nets,
the Gay Nineties was an exper-
ience and not a movie, the girls
knew how to waltz, bureaucracy
was scmething they suffered from
in backward countries, there was
enough in a sermon to think
about for a week, inflation was a
word in a text on economics and
hitching posts had not come to be
museum pieces? — London Free
Press.

Cramped in a t{wo-door
vertible® and. driven through . the
streets of Ottawa at a fair clip,
for the most part, Princess Eliza-
beth and Prince Philip were not
to blame for the frustration ® of
thousands of people who were
unable to have a good _ look at
them, The royal visitors might
have wished to stand up and show
themselves where the crowds were
thick, but in the circumstances
they gould hardly do so. The , re-
spectful desire of the publi€ to
see the Princess and her consort
should have been anticipated, for
Canadians have known them only
through pictures. Ostensibly the
royal couple, whose wjsh was to
have their tour made as informal
as possible, came to this country
to meet Canadians, and more

con-

yond official circles. An

and the will-power to accomplish|

%

9

ensure that
extends be-
automo-
bile which would permit them to
stand up would help, — Ottawa
Citizen.

The Way .

should be done tp
their acquaintance
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NEWSPAPER ITEMS

From The Islander of Dec. 14,
1849:

The Colonial Secretary, Hon.
T.H. Haviland, announces that His
Excellency the jeut: Gov-

ernor has been pleased to approve
o! the appointments of Henry
Palmer, Esq., as Consular Agent at
Charlottetown, and of Hugh Mac-
Donald, Esq., as Consular Agent at
Georgetown, for the United States
of America.

J. Dorothey, professor of music,
begs to inform the inhabitants of
Charlottetown that he is prepar-
ed to give instructions on the fol-
lowing  instruments: Clarionet,
Flute, Cornopian, Trombone, Ser-
pent, etc. “Ladies desiring of im-
proving their style, tune, etc. on
the Plano Forte, with the aid of
Flute accompaniment, have now
presented an opportunity that
rarely comes, Terms made known
al his r King’s 8q! 4

The Royal Agricultural Soclety
advertises premiums of £3 and £2
respectively for the best fat oxen,
te be exhibited on the Market day
next before the Easter market;
also a premium of £5 for the best
and most concise manuscript man-
ual of husbandry, original or com-
piled, adopted to the soil, climate
and circumstances of the Colony.

A lottery of valuable 1 hold

with quick changes of
tempo would keep any audience
on the edge of their seats.

There has been a good deal of
this exchange of native culture
going on in Europe since the war.
We met people from Finland in a
small town in Holland, where they
were putting on an evening’s pro-
gram. They had been down to

PParis and were touring some of

those «countries, showing people
their way of life and becoming
familiar with the habits and cus-
toms of other countries.
LI I

We took time out to visit Wat-
erloo and to view the scene and
the monument of that famous
battle between Napoleon and Wel-
lington. Up the two hundred and
ten steps to the statue of the lion
one can see around the setting of
the battle and on the panorama
in the stadium nearby, the fight-
ing depicted in different stages
can be seen. But it is peaceful
and a prosperous farming country
around there now and hard to
imagine that such a decisive bat-
tle was really fought in those flat.|
and peaceful  communities.

One thing is noticeable about
the people of Belgium, France and
Italy, for which perhaps they
should be commehded rather than
criticized in any way, Their homes
are their sanctuaries, an® one has
to be an old and trusfed friend
before getting the honor of being
invited to their homes or to meet
their families. In Holland and
Scandinavia it is different. They
like to entertain in their homes
and have visitors meet their fam-

iiy.

Through the kindness of  the
L F,A.P. \officers in Paris, and the
Dutch officials, we had been in-
vited to attend a conference of the
European division of the I.F.A.P.
in Holland, of which agricultural
cooperation was .the theme. From
Brussels we travelled through Ant-
werp, which the 3elgians claim to
be the world's greatest seaport. In

property in Charlottetown — 200
tickets at £5 each — to be drawn
on Wednesday, 6th February next,
is advertised, the property being
situated on the north side of
Queen's Square, nearly opposite
the Market House. Tickets to be
had of Mr. Willlam Smardon, sad-

EWMWM\V
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The Age-0ld Storyg
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O Lord, thou hast searched me,
and known me...If I say, Surely
the darkness shall cover me; even
the. night shall be light about
me...

How precious also are thy
thoughts unto me, O God! how
1

3

e
Foels Corner

\

count them, they are more
in number than the sand: when 1
awake, I am still with thee...
Search me, O God, and know
my heart: try me, and know my
thoughts: and see if there be any

HUNTSMAN

Little man, little man,
where have you been?
Farther and nearer
than ever were seen,

Little man, little man,
what did you there?
I wakened an atom
asleep in its lair,

I shattered the atom
and shuddered to fint
A power to destroy
or" deliver mankind,

In the lair of an atom
where no man had trod,

I came upon Lucifer 3
challanging God.

—Mary w_mh Slater.

MOSCOW, Oct. 17 —(AP) —
The Young Pioneers, L Russia's
Communist organization for child-
ren. now has 19,000000 members
throughout the U. S. 8.

ficial announcement ay.

The organization includes child-
ren from 10 to 16 years of age,|

‘formed into brigades !

ickéd way in me, and lead me
in the way everlasting.

dler, Charlottet:

The obituary notices contain
news of the drowning in Liver-
pool, England, on the 23rd ultimo,
“by falling from off the paddle
box of a Steam-boat in the night,
while in the performance of -his
duty as a Seaman, of Mr. Theo-
philus DesBrisay, eldest son of the
late Solomon DesBrisay, Esq., of
this town, in the 23rd year of his
age.”

Announcement also appears of &
proclamation from His Excellency
Sir Donald Campbell, Lieutenant
Governor, appointing
the 20th instant, “to be held as a
day of General to

‘Thanksgiving
Almighty God for' His late mercies

in having averted from this Island

Dbeen ‘this year visited”

COMPLETE
~ INSURANCE
SERVICE
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151 QUEEN ST.
AGENTS THROUGHOUT THE PROVINCE

Thursday,

the grievous disease with which
many places in the United States
and other parts of the world have

some respects, they may not be far
astray; it is internationally recog-
nized as-a port where cargoes can
be loaded and unloaded more
speedily than at any other docks
in the world.

. L
It was tulip time in the Nether-
lands and we were aware of it
thortly after we crossed the bor-
der. One is soon told politely that
the official name of the country is
the “Netherlands”, meaning low-
lands, and not “Holland”. Holland
actually applies only toone county,
the older section of the country
around Haarlem.
On getting into ‘the Netherlands
one soon recalls the stories he has
read and heard about this country
which is so different from any
other in the world, and there
right before you are the differ-
ences, the flat low country, the
canals, the windmills, the dykes,
the farm -buildings ' very often
joined together and in the: early
weeks of spring, the tulips. What
a sight!
The conference was held 4t
Bentveld, not far from Haarlem.
Delegates came from Italy, France,

, Swed-
Ireland
It was
really an international convention,
and ons were carried on in
three different languages, French,

and Transla=

E

erness for understanding was en-
cc! .

* 0 0
The conference  lasted for four

)

.| They told us it is easy.
d | hearing

In Community Progress

By Leo P. Mclsaac
Part One (continued)
(All Rights Reseryed)

THE NETHERLANDS IN TULIP TIME

tering In_ with more and mo.
fiowers. Flowers are an lndus:r;
in Holland, and tulips are (hn
chief product. Their system of
marketing- is as wonderful and ag
unique as the product t‘nm./
handle, but it has come about g
have most things in Holland, b.\‘
the experience, perseverance :
cooperation of the people.

It was around 1910 or 1012 that
the auction system of marketins
began in Holland. Before that iy
was “the old hit and miss affa
too, which some of us here a0
still content to put up with, by
which they and farmers generally
in Toat'countrles of Europe look
back upon as a long-outdateq
method.

and

LI .

Their’ auction system is entirelv
different from ours. It is controll.
ed by the producers themsclve:,
and the marketing centres are
equipped with the most moder
methods of packaging, storage and
merchandising. The flowers, but.
ter, cheese or whatever the pyo-
duct happens to be, is put up in a
standard or uniform package, o!-
fered for sale after inspection and
afler giving the name of the pro-
ducer. The auctioning is done bv
means of an electrically operated
clock which performs the work of
the auctioneer.

Up in front there is a gallerv
where the auction-master and his
clerk are announcing the article,
operating the clock and recording
the sales. All the seats of the buy-
ers or dealers are on a slanting
floor facing the clock. On each
seat there is a number and a press
button, which enables the buyers
to come into contact with the auc-
tion clock.

After the product has been des-
cribed or in the case of flowers,
shown to the buyers, the hand of
the auction clock begins to move
in an anti-clodkwise direction. The
dial plate is numbered from 100 to
I, and so, as soon as the hand
comes to the number the buye
wants to spend on a parcel of flow-
ers, or plants or butter or cheesr,
he simply but quickly presses the
push button on his seat, the hand
stops and an electric light flashes
on behind the corresponding num-
ber on the clock. )
A buyer may purchase only a
limited number of parcels each
time, usually not more than {five
boxes of cheese or butter, or five
parcels of flowers, so that a big
financier cannot buy all that is
offering at once at a price of his
own,
This also keeps the price in line
with the demand and allows all
the buyers a chance to get what
they want. The clerk jots down all
the data, the name of the buyer,
the number of the article, and the
price of each sale which is auto-
matically carried into the paying
office where the buyer pays for
the article before he takes dellv-
ery.

L L] .
This is the general auction sys
tem for flowers and other pack
aged products in Holland and
Belgium, where there is a keen de-
mand and seldom eyer a surplus
When there does happen to be 3
surplus as In the case of dalry
products etc., storage facilities are
available. In the case of flowers
which cannot be 'stored, a small
percentage is deducted from every
sale for a special fund and ths
grower who has not been able (o
dispose of his flowers is reimburs-
ed at the average price.
Full facilities are available for
the packaging and shipping of
those flowers even as far away as
the U.S8, and England by ain
There is no set price at the sale.
It is based on the demand, bul
central selling like this .eliminates
price cutting and enables the pro-
ducers to get the .market pricec.
This also helps to standardize the
quality and improve it as well af
provide the greatest convenienct
for the wholesalers, retailers anc
exporters.
_In many places vegetables ar
marketed also in this way. W¢
noticed that the producer recei
ed the actual price paid for his
product, minus, of course. the conv
mission for marketing and 10
serves. This permits the producet
0¢ & high-quality product to get #
good premium for his extra effort

*. "0

There was so much to sce at :l:n
auction or market center, and !\r;
little market town itself with i
streets of water, traffic of boal
and barges, that It was hard U
get the crowd to leave, Again t.]rA
languages were amazing, Int SuCh
centers as this, in Holland an
in the other’ small countics, uw{
simply have to speak several 1ant:
vages in order to do business. Mc;
of the clerks and of course, all flnl
the head officlals around cout
speak three or four different lang:
u

‘gve:n out in the streets, when ye!
asked a local adult or the scio?
children some question abou’ mc:'r
town, as was done by several HICY]xl‘
bers of the group, the reply WOU'
come .right back in their nnu]\w
English, French or German. Ml
of them could also speak DAl
and come
naturally, ‘to learn Janguagce 2117
them spoken in the hom¢:
(To be continued®

e et i+

» DE, Oct. 17 —(Reuter:!
~—James Scott MacDonald,  "°"
Canadizn  ambassacor to ‘\‘F:'_,
slavia, tcdey was rcceived b_..:‘ Sk
eign Minisier Edva-d Far e

Tanjug News Agency repcrt-d:

.—-—-‘*—-‘-—'— v
NDON — (OP) -- A rad!

do‘vﬁa may be installed to '
the London airpor:

|: .irl'to%t:w to permit ndeaunrl:
2 4 fencing. One “trespasser” siif o
even then. The little b: didn't even know he was d
their outbpard motors were sput- on an alrport.




