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Memorial to Charge Senior Citizens Tuition

By Craig Babstock

ST. JOHN'S, Nfld.
(CUP) -- For the first time
in22 years, Memorial Uni-
versity will charge senior
citizens tuition .

The university used
to let anyone over the age
of 60 take courses for free
but changed that policy this
summer blaming budget
cuts for the decision.

"It was a response to
a funding crisis," said uni-
versity spokesman Peter
Morris.

Morris said it
wouldn't be fair to offer
free courses to seniors
while tuition fees are in-
creasing for everybody
else.

About 40 students
over the age of 60 attended
Memorial last year, with
90 percent of them taking
only one course.

The new policy will
save the university about
$20,000 a year.

"It's the little things
that have to be done to make
thebigger picture, itall adds
up," Morris said. "Unfor-
tunately, the things we've
done traditionally we can't
afford to do anymore."

Memorial's funding
was cut by $12 million this
year.

Student council
President Robert Mendoza,
who sits on the university's
Board of Regents, said the
proposal came about after
the university's president

receivedaletter fromasen-
ior who felt it was wrong
that she did not have to pay
tuition while other students
did.

Since the announce-
ment Memorial's adminis-
tration has received about

a half-dozen letters from
seniors expressing disap-
pointment.

Student councillor
Reg Porter is upset with
the decision to charge sen-
iors tuition.

"I don't agree withit.

It's cruel," he said.

"My grandparents
hadto work extremely hard
their entire lives, and they
paid their share of taxes
which helped to build this
university. The least we can
do for these people is give

them the opportunity to go
to university free of
charge."

"That kind of jump
in tuition for these people
doesn't show muchrespect
for them," he said.
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Learn about global development issues!

World University Service of Canada

(WUSCO)

World University Service of Canada (WUSC) opens a world of international
options to you both here and abroad! Founded in 1939, our mission is to foster
sustainable human development and human rights in a global context through
education and training, active and participatory research into development
issues and internationally oriented programs - get involved!

Do you want to make a positive difference locally and globally? Do you want
to link with overseas opportunities? Are you interested in achieving fair
treatment for others - not just in your community but throughout the world?
Make a move! Get together with like-minded people on your university or
college campus and join a WUSC Local Committee to open up a whole new

Interact with international students on campus through WUSC programs!

Make a difference and sponsor a refugee student on campus!

Participate in unique overseas programs for awareness, credit or to expand
your work experience!

Contact WUSC
Development Education
at 1-800-267-8699
1404 Scott Street
P.O. Box 3000, Stn. C.
Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 4M8

deved@wusc.ca
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