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MRS, HOOTY MAKES UP HER
MIND

There's little can be dome, you'll

find,

Until fecided in your mind.
—Hooty the Owl
Blacky the Orow and Mrs.
Blacky were unhappy. Yes, sir,
they were unhappy. They had had
a hard winter, but so far had
managed to pull through it all
right. Already they had be-
gun to look forward ‘to the
end of winter, and the coming
of Mistress Spring. Theyé had even
talked over a plan to nest early,
vsing their old nest of last year.
They had gone over to have a look
at it just to see how it had come
through the winter. They had dis-
covered that they were not the
only ones with the same thought.
Hooty and Mrs. Honoty, biggest of
the Owl familv. were doing that
very thing, looking that nest over
Mrs. Hooty spent a lot of time
fussing around that nest She look-
ed it all over outside. She stood
on the edge of it and looked it al
over Inside. She settled herself
down in it. as if trving to see how
it would fit her. All ‘the time

By .Thornton W. Burgesé

i Blacky and Mrs. Blacky were
watching from a distance. Finally
|the two big Owls flew over into
the darkest part of the Green FPr-
cst

“Perhaps they were just curious,”
said Blacky. “Shall we go over and
have a look at the nest now?”

“No,” sald Mrs. Blacky. “The best
think we can do is get away from
here, and keep out of sight for the
present. I guess we just can't use
that nest atter all, and it was the
best one we ever had.” )

“Don't be so upset, my dear,”
replied Blacky. “Those Owls pro-
bably had just found our old nest,
and were looking it over out of
curiosity. They may never go near
it again. We are not ready to use
it now, and by the time we are
ready to nest they probably will
be nesting somewhere else.”

"Just the same, we can't use that
nest!” declared Mrs. Blacky flatly.

“Why not?" Blacky wanted to
know.

“Because,” replied Mrs, Blacky,
“I would never feel safe there.
Even if they don’t take the nest
themselves, one of them might
come around some time just to see
it we ‘were using it. We'll have to
| build & new nest this spring. That
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They were looking that nest over
again.

is all there is to it.”

The next day Blacky went back
just to see If the Hootys were
around. They were. They were
looking that nest over again. Any-
way, Mrs. Hooty was looking it
over. Hooty was sitting near. He
didn't seem to have much ‘to say.
Mrs. Hooty was doing all the talk-
ing Blacky couldn't hear what she
was saying, but guessed she was
talking about that nest, She was.

“T think it will do,” said Mrs.
Hooty, as she leaned over the edge
of the nest, and pushed a small
stick into place.

“Are you sure it is big enough?”
asked Hooty.

“You don't think T would look
at it twice if T didn't think it
was biz eonugh, do you?" retorted
Mrs. Hooty.

“Very little,” replied Mrs. Hooty.
“We mzy have to add a few sticks,
and perhaps fix up the Inside a
little, but ‘that is all.”

“I rather thought we would use
the same nest we did last year,
that old nest of Redtail the
Hawk's. That was a good nest, and
it is good now. I stopped for a
lock at it the other day" said
Hooty.

“I know,” said Mrs. Hooty. ‘“T've
looked it all over. It is a good
enough nest, but I don't like the
place it is in as well as I do this
vlace. Those Crows knew a good
thing when thev saw it, and chose
‘this tree on which to build. The
more I see of this place and this
nest, the better T like them. We'll
take possession right away.” Mrs.
Hooty spoke very decidedlv.

Hcoty gave a little sigh of re-
lief. “Then that's settled,” said he.
“Do you know what I think?”

“What do you think?" asked Mrs.

Hooty.

“And T think T will settle right
down in this nest and keen the
enow out of it,” said Mrs. Hooty.
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Contract Bridge

By Josephine Clubertson
00
AN EXCELLENT PERFORMANCE

_South exhibited - high imagina-
tion and perfect technique in his
play of the following hand,

South dealer. |
North-South vulnerable.

pJ43

Y KJ

®AQ32

S K1086
KQ10 a7
‘95 N vQ1096
V852 W E ¢K98 .
6105 S T4
»Q5 I3

HABS2

WAT43

46

BA042
» The bidding: ,
South West North Fast
14 14 24 Pass
29 Pass 4% Pass
54 Pass Pass Pass

South said later he had not “en-
joyed” having to bid in response to
North's two diamonds, nor going
to five clubs over North's jump to
four clubs, but there had been no
place at which South could “get
out.”

West, opened the spade king —
which was fortunate for the de-
olarer, The latter won, led a club
to the king and another club back
to the ace, then led a low spade
toward dummy's J-4. West put up
the queen and, when Bast signalled
with the nine of diamonds, shifted
to the jack of diamonds.

Declarer played the diamond ace
from dummy, and when he follow-
ed up with the spade jack, East
was ip trouble! If he threw off
another diamond, declarer could
establish the queen by ruffing
twice in the sult.If East trumped
dummy’s good spade jack, he would
have to make a most uncomfort-
able return. So, for want of a
better play, East discarded a heart.

South read ‘the situation perfect
ly. He cashed the king and ace
of hearts, ruffed & heart in
dummy, then ruffed a diamond.
Now, when he led and ruffed his
last spade with dummy’s last
trump, Fast was still helpless. If
he over-ruffed with the jack, de-
clarer would cash in his own last
trump and his good heart;” and
when East actually discarded a
diamond, declarer's ruff of ancther
diamond (with his own last trump)
gave him the fulfilling trick.
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Li'l Abner

WHUT 1S YO" DOIN'

IN CREEPIE HOLLOW

AT MIDNIGHT ?

OUGHTA BE. !
HOME. IN BED,
A-RESTIN

BUSWESS, AN’
LOST/C IF

A DONV'T DIG UP
THET PITCHER SOON
AL DIE WIFOUT
SEEN'ITTE)

By Al Capp

"By Bob Gustafson

FOR
WHAT EVER HAPPENED| | SIMI
TO THE BOY I SENT
FOR A CUP OF TEAP

YOU, MR.
PKINS
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By Ruford

SHE WANT THE
LARGE, OR THE
SMALL SIZE P

YES SIR*-DOES ?MM" GUESS

1'D BETTER
CALL HER--

==
corn, 1w, wive prarriie st e

POTTY, PO YOU THINK
YOUR SKIN NEBEDS

King Of The Roydl younted : " p

Proda oty ke i, b
2 Ay Tradicae hovuntet |8

By Alex Raymond

Mnm MY DEAR. MAY I SAY THAT You K
MIGHT FIND IT DANGEROUS. . EXT: LY 4
DANGEROUS.. TO DISOBEY MET

v

S PHEW % | STAND ON
o CONSATOOSHNAL
RIGHTS ! | &

A PLANE,

MIS5 1T, THIS
SCREWBALL HERE
WAS GONNA,..L

)

Napoleon and Uncle Elby

WE'LL TRY SOME OF THIS
NEW ATOMIC FLEA POWDER
- --IT'6 GUARANTEED TO
FREE A POG FROM FLEAS
| IN TWENTY

MINUTES /

BLAST THOSE FLEAS. How CAN [
READ WITH YOU SITTING THERE
S5CRATCHING >

L
L. IMOFF  SELFS TO THE BERMOOTHES, MO
To WATCH THE ONIONS AND{ MIRROR
THE EELS. '

[On, MOTHER--YOU - _
WERE GOING TO LIE DOWN

The George Matthew Adams Service, Inc
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THIS 15 PRETTY, DEAR. -
/1 GUESS, ARE YOU ) | | FATHER 15 CRAZY ABOUT IT,

o BEEN EVE
firs
: THATS THE ONE ILL
s raldia WEAR THEN, MOTHER -~




