PAGE FOUR

THE

GUARDIAN. CHARLOTTETOWN

MAY 23, 1951

THE GUARDIAN

Authorized as Second Class Mail Post Office
Department, Ottawa.
The Island Guardian Publishing Co.

CIRCULATION

Total City Zonme. ..........
Retail Trading Zone
All Others 824
Total Net Paid 13,048
Editor and Managing Director, J. R, Burnett
Associate Editor, Frank Walker

196d
8457

“The Strongest Memory is Weaker Than
the Weakest Ink".

CHARLOTTETOWN,
Victoria Day

WEDNESDAY, MAY 28, 1951

Victoria Day is one of Canada’s oldes*
national holidays, and one of the most
popular. It was first observed in 1838, the
year following the accession of Victoria to
the British throne. When the Queen died
in 1901, Canadians generally agreed it
would be a pity to abandon May 24 and
celebrate the birthday of Edward VII,
which fell in the inclement month of No-
vember. Parliament, on the motion of Sir
Wilfrid Laurier, on May 2, 1901, passed a
bill designating May 24 as an annual hol-
iday to commemorate the Good Queen.

Victoria's reign lasted 63 years. Not
only did she consolidate her throne and
empire, she captivated the people and
through shrewdness and sheer faith in a
Britain which had seen the industrial rev-
olution arise and awaited the coming of a
new era of commercial development won
the awe of boundary-makers such as Bis-
marck and politicians such as Disraeli and
Gladstone.

Her reign was marked by great colon-
ial expansion and the growth of power on
land and sea. The Queen became Empress
of India and it was during her reign that
the Dominion of Canada grew from a group
of scattered colonies to a strong confed-
eration under the British flag.

Victoria Day in Canada is distinct from
Empire Day, which since 1899 has been ob-
served in schools on that last school-day
preceding May 24. Elsewhere in the Em-
pire, Victoria Day has merged with Em-
pire Day, and is not kept as a holiday.

Lest We Overlook

In the course of his informauve re-
view of the past session of St. Dunstan’s,
the rector, the Very Rev. R. V. MacKen-
zie, D.D., touched on student economics.
“The mounting cost of everything,” hc
said, “has a tendency to affect the enrol-
ment of new students”, a difficult hurdle
for young people desiring an education, ho
said. “But if we could curb some of our
extravagant habits, the burden would be
lighter. I am sure that some students
spent as much in luxuries, such as cigar-
ettes, sweets, taxis and shows, as the cost
of their board and tuition. And they won’t
Jearn a lesson from the immigrants who
come to this country and in a few years
have a sizeable amount saved through fru-
gal and careful living. Our young people,
fired by the spirit of a spendthrift age,
only scorn them for it. I suppose we shall
close our eyes to this menace as we do to
many another greater one. We have be-
come so inured to dangers! The impending
threat of Communism causes hardly a blink
of an eye. The necessity of religion in
education is admitted; but who attempts
to provide it walks alone. The dearth nf
humanities in educational curricula spells
bankruptcy foy our civilization—what of it?
The concentration of wealth is dynamite
for our social order; and we all put our
heads in the sand, hoping for the danger
to pass. Truly these are interesting times.”

Unfair Housing Policy

Last February Mr. Winters, the Min-
ister of Resources and Development, an-
nounced that down payments for new
homes built under the National Housing
Act would be increased. Thus, persons who
last ycar might have been able to pur-
chase, with a down payment of $900, a
new dwelling, would now have to make an
initial payment of about $1,500. This action
was taken by the Government on the
ground that by demanding higher down
payments, the market for new homes would
be reduced, and the pressure on labor and
supplies relieved. But that has not hap-
pened.  There has been no falling off of ap-
plications for NHA loans. The pressure on
construction materials, which are growing
scarcer, is as great as it was before Mr.
Winters' announcement.

Now Government action is to be taken
to raise the interest rate on loans. In
the past, the Government supplied 25 per
cent of an NHA loan, at an interest rate of
3 per cent. Insurance and loan companies,
their money guaranteed, have supplied the
remainder, at 5 per cent. The final rate
to the borrower was 4!% per cent. The in-
surance companics have been complaining
that 5 per cent is insufficient. They are
now to be allowed 514 per cent. At the
same time, the Government will increéase
the interest rate on its share of an NHA
loan to 314 per cent. The resultant rate

to éhe borrower will be 5 per cent,. thus
raising the cost of a $6,000 house to $6,200.

During the present period of full em-
ployment and inflation, szys the Ottawa
Citizen, it is doubtful whether these fi-
nancial measures will reduce the number
of houses built. Dwellings will probably
continue to be constructed up to the limit
of available supplies, and if the number of
houses built is reduced, it will be because
supplies are reduced. Bearing the brunt of
this reduction will be the low income group,
and the most important thing that the Gov-
ernment’s financial policy will probably
achieve is the elimination of this section of
the community from the housing market.
If sacrifices must be made to meet the
present emergency, they should be as equal
as possible. In its housing policy, the Gov-
ernment should give special financial con-
sideration to low income families, so that
a proportion of homes built is available to
them for purchase.

EDITORIAL NOTES

Hockey finished late and harness racing
starts early. If the trend continues, hockey
may some day have to introduce the pari-
mutuel to meet the competition.

L ] L ] L]

The armed forces, particularly the army,
are Kkilling two birds with one stone, to
use a most inappropriate metaphor, by
backing Festive Week and at the samec
time putting on.a highly spectacular re-

cruiting show:.

Thomas Hood, English poet, died this
date 1845. His wit and humour were
more lucrative than his fine imaginative
poetry. His “Miss Kilmansegg” is right-
ly classed among his serious poems and
with “The Song of the Shirt” and “The
Bridge of Sighs” he stirred all hearts.

L - "

In the past 25 years over four and a
half million dollars has been left to the
United Church of Canada in wills and be-
quests, according to the Church Treasurer,
Rev. Dr. Vietor T. Mooney. At 3 per cent
gilt-edge investment that means an annual

income of $135,000.
-

College students are enjoying their free-
dom but must soon find summer employ-
ment or in many cases there will be no
return to college in the Fall. Employers
are most fortunate in having available this
source of competent help to tide them over
their own difficult holiday season.

- - »

It seems that Cape Bretoners lead
Canada and perhaps the western hem-
isphere in tea consumption. They have
certainly been gravely underestimated. The
idea has been prevalent that it takes
stronger drink to make them what they

are.

- - .

The re-imposition of anti-dumping duty
on British cars has a slightly through the
looking-glass touch. The purpose of the
duty is to keep out products unfairly com-
peting by selling at less than on their
home market. It-is not the inexpensive
makes, however, that are to be subject to
the special duty but one or two of the high-
er priced models.

L]

Dr. Frank MacKinnon's address at
Rotary on the place respectively of Cabinet
Ministers and Civil Servants in our dem-
ocratic system should be reprinted by the
Government for distribution among the
powers-that-be at Ottawa and the various
provincial capitals. It contains a wealth
of political information, and kindly direct-
ed advice which should be appreciated by,
and beneficial to, ministers and their dep-
uties as well.

The Gazette now understands that Ot-
tawa is expecting Canadian farm organ-
izations to launch a new drive for more
and higher support prices for their pro-
ducts. One reason for the new campaign
is the announcement of the Dominion
Bureau of Statistics that the net income
of Canadian farmers for 1950 was almost
10 per cent lower than in 1949. This
decrease—which follows a smaller cutback
a year ago—results from declining farm in-
come coupled with continuing advances in
operating costs.

Ten years ago, on May 24, 1941, the
British battle cruiser “Hood” was sunk by
the German battleship “Bismarck” in an en-
gagement off Greenland. A long-range shot
found a vital spot and touched off the
Hood’s magazines. When she blew up, with
the loss of practically all hands, the Royal
Navy suffered its heaviest single blow since
the start of the Second World War and one
that could not go unavenged. The RN
and the RAF stalked the Bismarck. On
May 26- torpedo-carrying planes damaged
her steering gear. On the 27th the Rod-
ney and King George V closed in and
opened fire. The last blow came when the
cruiser Dorsetshire went in with torpedoes.
Shortly before noon, the Bismarck heeled

over and went to the bottom. Britannia
still riled the waves,
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(And P. E. 1)
FIRST STONE CRUSHER

In September, 1869, the first
stone crusher to be used in Prince
Edward Island wds imported from
Boston by the Provincial Govern-
ment, through  Mr. Archibald
‘White, machinist. Operated by a
10 horse power (English) steam
engine, it was,  according to
the newspapers of the time,
“a ponderous article, weighing,
with the flywheels attached, about
seven tons.” Apparently it did not
prove altogether satisfactory, and
the Commissioner of Works, Hon.
R. P. Haythorne, was subjected to
a good deal of caustic criticism.
The following comment is from the
Islander of Dec. 31, 1863:

“Where is the Crusher? What is
it doing? It cost a large amount of
the people’s money, and should be
now doing the people’s work.
Everyone knows the wretched
state in which our roads in all
directions from the Capital are.

.+ » Under the most favour-
able circumstances of work and
weather the Crusher, we under-
stand, can only break twenty tons
of stone per diem. Now suppose
one ton of stone will cover a par-
allelogram of two yards by three
to the required depth, how long
will the Crusher be preparing suf-
ficient stone to make one lineal
mile of road? Even at the low es-

timate here assumed, it will re-
quire seven {ons to make two
vards of road twenty-one feet

wide. To make one mile of road at
the same width, will require 6160
tons. To break this quantity at the
rate of twenty tons per diem, will
take 308 days, or nearly one year!
“There are four public Post
Roads leading into Charlottetown,
the Tryon or North River Road,
the Malpeque or Town Road, the
Eastern or St. Peter's Road, and
the Ferry or Georgetown Road.
Five miles of each of these will
form a length of twenty miles. To
cover these twenty lineal miles of
road, twenty-one feet wide, to the
depth of from nine inches to
twelve, will require 123,200 tong of
prepared stone, to break which, at
the rate of twenty tons per diem,
will take over nineteen years—
even though the machine were
kept incessantly at work the whole
year round.

“If on the whole Island there are
300 lineal miles of Post Roads,
and if these were macadamized in
the manner now stated, the cele-
brated Crusher would have to be
incessantly at work for the period
of 295 years in order to accom-
plish the task of breaking the re-
quisite quantity of stone. Should
it be kept at work only during the
months of April May, June, July
August, September and October,
seven months only, which seems
to be the working season allowed
by the Government, then the per-
fods for accomplishing the work
mentioned would be nearly doubl-
ed. This is truly making roads at
a snail's gallop. No wonder the
people are beginning 1to clamour
for a railroad! ,

“The Crusher should be at work
all winter, and when next season
opens up, there ghould be a mound

of stones as large as the Parlia-
ment Building , , . Even
granting that it could not be

worked during the winter in. the
open air, why not place it in the
Drill Shed, and have a couple or
more stoves to keep the place
and workmen warm. From the
Shed, where the prepared stone
would be under coyer from the
snow, they could “e conveniently
sleighed to whatever part of the
road they would be required. The
Hon, Mr, Haythorne might as
well go hibernating with the
Crusher, so far as the public are
concerned, unless he look proper-
ly after those affairs which pertain
to him as a member of the Gov-
ernment.”

J.P. MacPherson & Son
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Tallored-to-Measure Clothing
‘That Fits,

A science editor declares that
there will never be a pushbutton
war in which our side gets all the
victories and the enemy all the
grief.” Maybe we haven't got the
right kind of scientists, and had
better get busy at once and hire
some new ones.—(Ottawa Citizen.)

The Lord must not have been
too much impressed with child
prodigies, or He would have made
more of them. In His infinite wis-
dom He must have realized that a
world filled with child prodigies,
frequently little creatures with all
the answers, would be more than
man or nature could tolerate with-
out an awful explosion. In defence
of the youngsters themselves, one
could properly argue that few
hdve become known as prodigies
unless they had been shoved for-
ward by doting parents who fig-
ured that they could share in the
reflected glory, and that people
would say: “No wonder little Lem-
uel Joey Von Hoogensplatz is a
wonder—look at his poppa!” Pa-
rents, in almost every case, are
what prevent a normal childhood
for a smarter-than-average young-
ster. They prefer to substitute a
limelight which is scarcely suited
to the child's age or health or
nerves.— (Cleveland Plain Dealer.)

The National Federation of Can-
adian University Students is mak-
ing a valuable contribution to the

welfare bf this country’s large
student body. It provides the
whereby the body may

/e Wl
7%%’ Cowey

FROM PALLADIUM

t

So, In its lovely moonlight, lives

the soul, .

Mountains surround it, and sweei

virgin air;

Cold plashing, past it crystal wat-
ers roll;

We visit it by moments,
rare.

ah! too

Men will renew the battle in the
plain

To-morrow; red with blood will
Xanthus be;

Hector and Ajax will be
again;

Helen will come upon the wall to
see.

Still doth the soul, from its lone
fastness high,
Upon our life ‘& ruling effluence

we die,
And while it lasts, we canno!
wholly end.

—Matthew Arnold.
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And when it falls, fight as we will,!
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speak with a single voice on issues
that indirectly or directly are its
concern. By actively participating
in international student affairs, it
is strengthening the ties that tra-
citionally bind scholars of all na-
tions. Two examples of the Fed-
eration’s work on behalf of Can-
adian students are its campaigns
for federal aid to higher ecduca-
tion and the lowering of the cost
of textbooks. On the international
front, it promotes travel abroad
and stimulates the interest of
Canadian students in international
student services. To fulfil one of
its primary aims, that of increas-
ing the Canadian student’s knmow-
ledge and appreciation of the ac-
tivities of his fellow students in
other institutions throughout the
country, NFCUS has published
this spring the Canadian Univer-
sity Year Book. This 48-page jour-
nal is the first of its kind in
Canada. Coplously illustrated and
meticulously edited, the year book
is a comprehensive and readable
report on student activities from
coast to coast. Its publication is a
significant event in the Federat-
jon's 24-year history of service to
Canadian students.— (Ottawa Cit-
izen).
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Sir,—Now that Premier Jones is
again leader of our Provincial
Government it is well to take a
careful look at his attitude on
the question of education. Dur-
ing the last session of the Legis-
lature he took occasion to express
or rather repeat his well known
attitude on this subject, Briefly,
Premier Jones is of the opinion
that our whole system of educa-
tion is too academic, and it is
this fact he claims that accounts
in a great measure for the fact
that too many young men and
women after finishing their ed-
ucation forsake the country and
take up their abode -in already
over-crowded cities.

Now I am in heartfelt sym-
pathy with Premier Jones’ sent-
iment when he deplores the fact
that too many of our best young
men and women leave the coun-
try, but I entirely disagree with
him when he affirms that too
much academic training is the
cause of this regrettable fact.
There is, I believe, plenty of ev-
idence to refute Premier Jones’
theory. To begin with, the
Premier himself is a living epistle
of the fact that a sound academic
training does not unfit a man for
living a happy and highly suc-
cessful life as a farmer, and cer=
tainly he himself will admit that
his early academic training. does
not disqualify him for the Prem-
iership of our Province, especially
when it falls to his lot to repre-
sent our claims before the Fed-
eral Gaverrment at Ottawa.
Then again, as evidence against
Premier Jones’ theory that too
much academic training in our
public schools tends to draw
young men and women away
from farm life, we may very
properly recall'a speech he made
before the P. E. Island teachers
at a teachers’ convention held a
year or two ago. In this speech
he took occasion to boast—with
pardonable pride I grant—of the
large percentage of happy farm.
wives in his own rural district
who were former school teach-
crs, These educated farm-wives
he affirmed were a splendid as-
set to the social life of his dis-
trict, and to this proposition we
can all give hearty assent. Ap-
parently too, these teachers’ aca-
demic training did not draw
them away from the country. And
let me point out right here that
in respect to the large percentage
of farm-wives who were former
teachers, Premier Jones' district
is not unique; for it is truly
gratifying to all loyal Islanders
to observe what & large pere
centage of female teachers in our
Province do marry farmers in-
stead of going to cities at home
or abroad, where so many tech-
nically-trained girls do go and re-
main for life.

Referring to educated farm-
wives, it seems to me a very
serious matter to observe that
generally speaking the farm-
wives today in Prince Edward
Island are much better educated
than their husbands. Needless to
say, this inequality is not desir-
able, and the ideal rentedy is
surely to educate the husbands
up to the level of the wife's ed-
ucation rather than to resort to
the plan of educating the wi‘e at
a lower level. Fifty years ago, in
fact, the case of inequality in
the education of farmer and wife
was the reverse of what it is to-
day; at least it was so in my
native district of West River, for
in thote days a large percentage
ot the best farmers there had
been teachers in their earller
years.

It should then, I think, from the
facts I have stated appear obvious
that academic training did not
in former years nor does it now,
attract men and women from
farm life; and on a little re-
flection, this apparent fact should
appear quite understandable, For
it should appear beyond doubl
that a broadly cultural or aca-
demic t{raining ought to lend to
country life in general, and farm
life in particular, a certain amount
of romance to compensate for ‘he
stern reality of farm labor. And
surely no better example of this
fact can be cited than is seen
daily in that column of the
Guardian entitled “Ellen's Diary”.
Now, it is simply impossible {or
me. to imagine Ellen being draw:

The Public Forum

away from the charms of country
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1S OUR SYSTEM OF EDUCATION TOO ACADEMIC?

life in general, and farm life
particular, to the more
ficial attractions of the City, Apg
what, we may ask, has techyicy
education had to do with 105-;
preference for the country” 1
confess I can see nothing tiat |,
has to do with it; but I cay s
a good deal that an early academie
training had to do with it, (spee.
ially her early acquaintance wipy
good literature, and more cspe.
ially that part of it knowy
poetry; for Ellen's Diary
first to last is simply the poetry
of country life in general, apg
farm life in particular, written iy
the form of prose. Numeroy,
other examples could be cited 1o,
in support of Bllen’s testimony 1,
the romance of farm life, uy
space will hardly permit the citing
of these in this letter,
Up to this point we have deay
with the value of an acadew
education for farmers and farm.
wives !r:om the romantic o
idealistic = viewpoint., But even
from the practical viewpoint, | -
contend that the academic yia,p.
ing is the best one possibie fo
farmer and farm-wife. Fo: (ko |
usual academic course provided i
our public schools could easily in. |
clude quite enough of elementayy
science to afford a suf[ic:crf‘.
groundwork for the more pract.
ical studies of the farm and hLoxe,
Along with this course in cle.
mentary science I would certain.
ly insist on a sound elementary
training in Literature, Grammar

in
siuper.

as

from

and Music; and finally, a con-
siderable insight into advanceq
mathematics.

I am well aware, when 1 men.
tion advanced mathematics as 4
proper study for both boys anc
girls who anticipate farm [.fe
that some ultra-utilitarian ¢
ready with the stock-in-trade
question, “But what has old Eucld
to do with making a good apple
pie?” I confess I am not pre.
pared to proye in a stricty
Euoclidean manner that he, or it
has anything to do with it. Bul
judging from my own closc ob-
servation of a good many yean
in the public schools of Eastern
and Western Canada, the girl who
can recadily prove the old 47
proposition of Euclid Book I. zan
easily be trusted in future jcars
to make a good apple pie. and
quite maturally of course to di.
vide it into .sik or more equsl
parts—a thing by the way that I
would hesitate to postulate of a

girl who had attained to an
awfully high degree in house-
hold economics. Of course, as

in the case of the pudding, the
proof of the pie is in the eating,
and I am open to conviction on
this  point. Perhaps Premier
Jones can speak from actual ex-
perience on it,

In concluding, I wish to say
definitely that I am not absolute-
ly opposed to technical schools ih
our Province, but I am decidedly
opposed to a combined classic and

technical school, and I should
greatly regret to see classic
Prince of Wales changed from

its time honored classic status in-
to a modern Jack of all trades-
school. Premier Jones has al-
ready taken the initial step in
this direction, and it is hard to
say what the next step wiil be
Considering, however, the fact
that industrially speaking our
Province is almost ninety per cent
agricultural, it would not be sui«
prising if the next addition to.
Prince of Wales College was
modern up-to-date cow barn. No
doubt about it, the cows domiciied,
therein would be good ones, and
the question naturally arises as
{o what objection the good cows
could have to their location. And
truly the only objection that on¢
can imagine them havicg oy
times woyld be that oid P. W.C.
was just @ little too academic.
1 am, Sir, etc,
M. McKENZIE

New Haven.
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