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Brief Notes Serious Threat
To Potato Industry Through
High Freight Rate Increases

Prince Edward Island is grad-
ually being forced out of potato
production as a result of exorb-
itant freight rates and increasing
production costs, it is maintained
in a brief submitted last week to
the Board of Transport Commis-
sioners at Ottawa on behalf of
the potato Industry here.

Increases effected since April 7,
1948, in railway freight rates, to-
talling 62.6 per cent, have had “a
direct impact on the Prince Ed-
ward Island potato industry with
detrimental consequences as in-
dicated by the drastic decline in
potato acreage,” the brief states.

Submitted jointly by the Prince
Edward Island Department of

Agriculture, the Federation of
Agriculture, the Potato and Turnip
Dealers Association and the Po-
ta Marketing Board, the brief|
maintains that the existing rates|
from all P. E. 1. shipping points!
to Central Canadian  markets
should be readjusted so as to have
the effect of exempting potatoes
!from basic increases authorized by
}lhc Board since April, 1948. Any|

increases allowed on  potatoes
should not exceed 50 per cent of
the increases which have been
granted.

This, it is stated, would estab-

lish a rate on potatoes to Toronto
which would not exceed 50 cents

still be too high to permit con-
tinuation of a heavy volume of po-
tato rail traffic from the producer
areas of Prince Edward Island to

markets such as Toronto, under
average normal conditions,” the
brief adds.

Numerous schedules of produc-
tion and marketing figures were
presented in conjunction with the
brief, which reads in part as fol-
lows:

Phenomenal Expansion

“The potato industry is a very
important segment of the econ-
omic life of Prince Edward Is-
land. Records show that begin-
ning with one carload of seed po-
tatoes, shipped in 1918, this busi-
ness has expanded to a great ex-
tent until in the year 1948 ap-
proximately 12,000 carloads of po-
tatoes were exported from the
Province.

“During those years the Island
has hecome the foremost source of
virus free seed potatoes in North
America, and an analysis of cert-
ified seed production in Canada
would reveal that this Province

produces about half of the cert-

ified seed -in this country.

per 100 pounds. “This rate may

“It is a fact that pytatoes thrive
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“Come To HOLMAN'S FURNITURE Dept.
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There are wonderful arrays of gifts for both young and old in Island’s
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Turkey to be drawn for on Saturday, December 22nd at 8 p.m., at Both
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in the sandy loam soil and gener-
ally cool climate of Prince . Ed-
ward Island, and those factors, as
well as our insular position, have
been responsible for Island farm-
ers developing potato production
to its present extent. If trans-
portation and marketing factors
are fair and equitable Prince Ed-
ward Island should be able to
maintain  its . potato reputation
anywhere.

“Potatoes are so important to
the Island economy that the farm-
er's profit or loss on his yearly op-
erations is usually based on wheth-

the consumer.

Potatoes are a low priced bulky
commodity and must therefore
have a low freight rate. As one
of our basic foods they should al-
ways have been exempted from
uniform horizontal freight rate
increases. -

During the past five years po-
tato growers in Central Canada
have received an average of about
$1.85 per 100 pounds, .72 or 63.2
percent more than what Island
farmers have received. This com-
parison possibly more than any-
thing else, shows the handicap

under which Island producers are
operating and is, without any
doubt, one of the chief reasons

why so many people are con-
tinuing to leave Island farms to
seek gainful employment else-
where.

“Should horizontal freight rate
increases on potatoes continue
the eventual result will be, a

small production of seed potatoes
in Prince Edward Island for -ex-
port by water to the United
States and foreign markets, and

a marked decrease in rail move-

ada, where their requirements
will be supplied, by potajpes pro-
duced in Ontario and Quebec and
delivered to market by truck.

“This- will cause a most serious
and damaging change in the eco-
nomy of Prince Edward Island,
and an almost total loss of potato
rail traffic with a corresponding
decrease of income to Canadian
Railways.”

BRISTOL, England—(CP) — Un-
iversity scientists here reported
that a cosmic ray balloon which

ment of potatoes to Central Can-

they recovered undamaged, had
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taken its photographic plates at
a height-of 60,000 feet.

er or not potatoes are at a satis-
factory price. The relation of the
value of the potato crop to the

whole agricultural production of
the province is shown in the at-
tached statistics, which are ex-
tracts from the Provincial Agri-
cultural Department’'s Annual Re-
ports,

“An examination of these re-

veals that potatoes 'represent a
large part of the value of our field
crop production and it also shows
that of all the other crops, name-
ly, wheat, oats, barley, mixed
grains, hay, corn and turnips, only
the latter can be considered a
cash crop and the revenue from
turnip production is very small
compared to the value of our po-
tato crop.

Widely Distributed

“Potato growing in Prince Ed-
ward Island is not confined to a
few individuals. About 75% of
the Island’'s 12,000 farmers grow
potatoes and they always look
upon this crop as one of their
chief sources of farm income, and
therefore the well being of the
potato industry is of great im-
portance to the economic life of
the province.

“During the past five year pe-
|riod the average gross return to
the farmer on Prince Edward Is-
‘land was only .68 per bushel or
$1.13 per 100 pounds. This return
‘had to cover all costs from plant-
1ing to shipping, involving land,
seed, fertilizer, spraying, machin-
ery, warehousing, labor, overhead,
and all other costs and charges
incurred up to delivery at ship-
ping point.

“If it were not for the fact that

on three occasions during the past
five years the Government of Can-
ada deemed it necessary to give
financial aid to Island Potato
Growers these gross returns would
have been very much less. Dur-
ing the past crop year, 1950-51 the
gross return has been only .42 per
bushel or .70 per 100 pounds and
]as a result the cost of transport-
{ing Island potatoes to Toronto,
jone of our chief markets, has been
{almost as great as what the farm-
{er has been receiving for this pro-
{duct.
! “Under these circumstances and
in the face of ever advancing pro-
| duction costs, Prince Edward Is-
;lnnd is being gradually forced out
of potato production, which has
ialways been and should continue
(to be a very substantial part of
its Agricultural income. Prince
| Edward Island has no basic in-
| dustries except Agriculture and
Fishing and/ it must depend al-
most entirely on further develop-
ment of these industries to sup-
port its population.

! Recent Decline
|
i

“There
cline in both Island potato acre-
age and total veolume of ship-
ments during the past several
.yvears., This reduction is very ev-
ident this year when we have the
smallest acreage and production
on record.
| “Since April 7, 1948 the com-
ibined increases. in freight rates
already have reached a total of

162.6% and there is a direct re-
lationship between these freight

|rate increases and the actual de-
l(-lim! of the Potato Industry in
{Prince Edward Island. This fact
is not surprising.

“Potato growers of Central Can-
ada who supply Toronto and sim-!
[ilar markcts are not obliged to
'make use of rail transport. They
can have their product - trucked
from the farm, very often to re-
tail and consumer outlets, at a

| pounds, while Island growers after
ipaying for truckage from their
|lurms to shipping points, must de-
|pend on a long freight haul which,
[at the present time, costs them
!62c per 100 pounds in order to
reach the Toronto market,

Truck Competition

“The Dominion Department of
Agriculture in their Potato Crop

a total domestic rail movement of
potatoes during the past -season
|aggregating 13,703 cars, 4,458 orig-
iinated in Prince Edward Island
and 620 cars, constituting about
1% of their total production, were
moved from the provinces of Que-
bec and Ontario, which fact gives
a clear indication of the extent to

veloped in these provinces.

“Freight rate increases
also an indirect effect on pro-
ducers’, net  returns by increasing
the costs of all products enter-
ing into the production and mar-
keting of potatoes, and are re-
eponsible, at least in part, for the
very marked increase in produc-
tion costs experienced during the
last several years, as shewn in
statements by a number of the
Island’'s most efficient potato
growers, This would apply par-
ticularly to such commodities as
fertilizer, spray materials, ma-
chinery, bags, etc.

“While it is fully recognized
that the export market has always
taken care of a very substantial
part of the Island's potato pro-
duction, nevertheless the large
centres of population in Central
Canada always have been and
should continue to be, the most
dependable outlet for our produc-
tion. Export markets are always
very sensitive to world dis-organ
jzation, uncertainties of <nter-
national trade, and all monetary
changes. .
Pgtatoes are the most exten-
gively grown crop in the world.
They are now produced in prac-
tically every country Including
the tropical zones. In Canada po-
tato production stands third place
in value and value of ‘our field
crops, being exceeded.only by
wheat and oats. They are an im-
porfant and essential part of the
Canadian diet, grewn in every
province, and provide high food

oo

value at relatively low ecost to

has been a marked de-|

Irate of approximately 25c¢ per 100 ’

|Summary 1950-51 show that out of | B}y

which mfrketing by truck has de-|

have | J¥

Thursday - Friday - Saturday

Have you visited our Store lately? If not, we would like to suggest that you
do so as soon as possible. You will find every thing that you need, particular-
ly items such as Christmas Candy, Mixed Nuts and every ingredient for
your Christmas Fruit Cake, all quality lines at the very best prices. You are
assured when you buy here you get the best quality at fairest prices.

We are booking orders for Christmas
poultry in order that you will get
choice quality birds. We will be pleas-
ed to draw and remove tendons for

you.

OYSTER BED Don't forget the drawing. for the big

OYSTERS 20 lb. Turkey which will take place

1 pint 45 Saturday night Dec. 22nd. Just fill

2 PINC e C | out & slip at the check out when
Best Quality Available leaving the Store.

Fill up your paniry with the following items which we are specializ-

ing this week.

GROCERY BUYS

p .
NUTS, 2 Ibs. .. 89¢

New Cro

MIXED
Bleached

PICNICS, Ib.
Machine Sliced

Smoked Shankless

Juicy
ceseees 49¢

ORANGES, doz. .... 31c
GRAPES, 2 Ibs. ..... 31c

RAISINS, 2 Ibs. ..... 5% | BACON, Ib. ........ 47c
Silver Seal Maple Leaf Pink
MOLASSES, qt. ..... 35¢ SAUSAGES. Ib 50c GRAPE FRUIT, 3 for . 27¢c
SODAS, 1 Ib 29¢ | Eren shames T | pplES T d 75
[ ] * e 000 0™ c ] Ol. s 0 W c
20 oz, tin PICNICS, Ib. ceeeses 49¢ MacIntosh
Clark’s BEANS, 3 tins 55¢ BOLOGNA, Ib. .... 47¢c APPLES, doz. ....-.- 21¢
All Flavors : Sweet Pickled Package '
JELLO, 3 pkgs. ... 29¢ HOCKS, Ib. .......- 25¢ MUSHROOMS, pkg. . 41¢c
GREAT GEORGE, STREET.
CHARLOTTETOWN.PE.T.

PHONE - 22¢ 0r225.

.

An excellent assortment of Broadcloth or Flannelette

by Tooke—Brill and Forden.

Also fine . knit Polo

Pajamas in plain shades.

4.50 ~ 5.95

Other Gift Sughestions are Station Wagen Coats—Bomber Jackets, Sport Shirts in corduroy and Gabardine, etc.

Use our Lay-Away Plan.
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Dressing Gowns

trim. A serviceable and v

10.95°
Sh

and whites,

plain gabardines.

1.00

" Handkerchiefs

Pure Irish Linens and

fancy bordered—A useful gift. Boxed to suit you.

.Each— ’

In fancy silks and all wool flannel with contrasting

seful gift. o

°19.50
irts

A large assortment of fine shirts by Tooke—Brill-—
Bluestone etc. Fancy stripes or

3.95"6.95

Sweaters

Cardigans in fancy or_plain colors. Canada’s finest
makes in a large assortment of colors. All wool
and mixtures, also assorted pullovers.

7.95°11.95
Socks

In Kroy Weol and Nylon, also pure Botany Wool—
diamond and fancy patterns.

1.00 " 2.75
Ties

By Abbey—Tooke—Park Lane efc. In fancy silks or

smart plain shades

*2.50
-

Egyptian Cottons—Plain or

to 75c

MEN'S & BOYS' WEAR

2754
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