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Continued

He paused.'and knocking out the
ashes from his pipe over the side,
began to fill it again with the
fearsome tobacco which he affect-
ed.

“We hadn't hardly got the hook
down in the lagoon,” he resumed,
|“when old Porson comes off in a
whale boat to see who we was.
|He'd got another white man with
|him, a big, black-haired fellow
|called Strang, who was runnin’
!the tradin" post there — an’ they

“A Resident's a little king in these
out-o'-the way dumps, an’ if he
don't want missionaries he need
not have 'em. But if you was to
ask me, that trader had a pretty
good pull with him. He never said
much, but I could see he didn't
want no missionaries around the
place neither. It looked like they'd
got the Kanakas eatin’ out o’ their
hands between ’‘em, an’ they was
not anxious to have no one else
interferin’.”

The doctor glanced sideways at
his patient, who was staring out
over the sea with a slight frown
on his face.

“And the trader?” he asked. “He
is still there?”

“So far as I know,” the captain
returned. “I ain’t never been there
since, an’ I only heard that the old
boy had died when this Manwaii
business comes up. As I say, they
only get a visit from a schooner
twice a year, so no one knows
much about what goes on there.”

ory, for his experience had proved
that a little prompting produced
definite results — which would
not have been the case in that
event. Indeed, it seemed certain
that had they been acquainted
with the details of his past lite, it
might have been a comparatively
simple matter to restore his own
recollection of them.

He was of opinionhowever, that
no useful purpose could be served
in forcing matters too hard while
the man was in this weak and
highly nervous state. They had al-
ready established one or two
points which might help, and it
seemed probable that as his phys-
ical condition improved more
missing links in the memory chain
would be restored. The man was
evidently struggling to complete
them for himself, but the wisest
plan would be to treat him as
though such a condition was pure-
ly normal in the circumstances.
The more confidence he gained,
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| report everything to the Ameri- .

Ican Government in Pago-Pago. He v A ? . ?
|wanted us to go straight back / m e 0 e ”’J‘ 6’ 0]66 0 / ZOZIJW (
Ithere, but I didn't see it that way,

'an’ we finished up by takin’ him ;g
'along with us to Brisbane. He W
wouldn't pay the extra passage ¢
money because he didn't want to e

go there, an’ what with one thing
an' another, we was glad to see N
the last of him. I dunno what sort
of row he kicked up when he got .
|ashore, but it didn't do old Por-
|son no harm from the look of it,
Ifor he stayed on at Arafui till he
| died there last year.”

“He was within his rights, T
suppose?” the doctor asked. He
had become interested in the story
despite himself.

“Sure,” the
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