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Still, many readers find it hard to relate with or believe in such
a fantastic future. That’s why many fans like the new Legion
of Super Heroes series, since that cozy future has been smashed
to smithereens therein.

Now thirty-eight issues old, the current Legion series opens five
years after the previous Legion title was cancelled, and the
future is no longer a nice place to be. The United Planets ‘s
economy has crashed, logically enough, from the inevitable
draining of its financial and environmental resources with its
rampant technological advances. Earth, in the resultant politi-
cal and economic chaos, fell victi akeover of its
government by the manipulative al n as the Domi-
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With the grim realities of the new 30th century, Legion has
developed a stronger following among adult readers and has
also cultivated its audience on another level in terms of char-
acterization, with the now-adult Legionnaires in roles ranging
from housewives to baseball coaches. It’s like watching some
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cast mcludeyﬁore than a few oddballs, such as
Matter-Eater Lad, Boulwihg Boy, Porcupine Pete, Chlorophyll
Kid, Infectious M the names speak for themselves, and the

-series oftemrputs a light touch on the proceedings with efforts

ranging from humorous interludes to such all-out farces as
Matter-Eater Lad and Polar Boy’s captivity at the hands of
Prince Evillo and M.E. Lad’s subsequent stint as a bagpipe
player in Hell (don’task).

As long as you can adjust to the really huge cast, extensive
background, and ongoing plot lines, Legion is a book that has
something for justabout everyone (it’s currently a good time 10

issues, resolved the long-running Earthwar storyline). The
book’s a bit of an acquired taste, but well worth the reading
gin to appreciate the complexity of the storics
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for by the solid writing, though, and with any luck there may b¢
some improvement in the art with the announcement that
newcomer Stuart Immonen will be taking over the art chore’
soon; regardless, Legion is a good read, and usually worth the
price of admission (for more info on the characters, one go¢
source is DC’s first looseleaf Who'’s Who info series from?
while back; check with retailers for availability). Il




