% Pearson’s London Talk
Echoed Dief’s In 1963

By KEN KELLY
OTTAWA (CP)—Prime Miais-
ter Pearson's call for a Com-
monwealth declaration of racial |
equality appears to carry to an- |

| other stage a consistent Cana- |
dian attitude in Commonwealch | prime

years.
His

gestion at th

conference of Commonweaith |
prime ministers had a familiar |
ring. 1t echoed the explanation
given by Opposition
Diefznbaker of the Conserva. ve
leader’s part as Canadian

Mr. Pearson urged the prime | tural groups in our varlous

minisiars to base a deciaration
of racial equality on the follow-
Leader | ing

ideas

countries to exist and develop
as free and equal citizens.”
At the 1961 prime miniscers

ernment’s policy of apartheid which, though

| was the chief reason.

Mr. Diefenbaker, reporting to |

| the Commons March 17, 1961,

“Ii should be the objective of | conference, it was made plain | 08 this attitude by Canada and

policy to build in each country

to South Africa that an apph

other Commonwealth govern-

prime minister in the 1963 con- | a structure of society which of- | cation to remain in the Com. | ments, said:

ference which set the seal of | fers 2quel opportunity and nen-
irre- | republic would mot be accepi-
spective of race, color or creed.

“The Commonwealth should
Commonwealth | be able to exercise construccive
actions | leadership in the application of

South Africa's departure from | d

the Commonwealth

The difference appears to be
191 the

ministers

in
felt

iscrimination  for

| affairs which goes back several | spoke louder than words while | Democratic principles in a man- |
Mr,
t

Pearson now feels words | mer which will enable all yan-i“"i“ discrimination as prac
b c i h Afri

monwealth after becoming &

able o other Commonwealta
countries.

| Canada was among the lead-
| ers in telling South Africa that
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sis of

unwritten, has
| emerged from this meeting."”
Mr. Diefenbaker recalled ‘l::

.13 T~ Guordian, Chorlottetown, Sat. July 13, 1964,

for the fu- | corone: of the death of 3.year.
old Patricia Morgan

monwealth custom
ture.”

had advocated a i
principles and had foreseen in
1960 “when acceptance by cus-
tom rather than by declaration
of certain basic principles, in-
cluding the equality of all man-
kind irrespective of race, color
and creed would be assured.”
The 1961 conference, he said,
signed no document but “‘we
accepted the basic
tablished
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