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‘‘Abegweit”’ In The Limelight

“She might look like a Luxury Liner and
steer like a Yacht but She's the Toughest
Boat Afloat,” is the arresting heading of a
feature article in the latest issue of Mac-
lean's Magazine. The article, by David
MacDonald, is all about our seven million
dollar car ferry “Abegweit”. A somewhat
superficial account of the circumstances
connected with the tieup of the “Abegweit”
during the railway strike of 1950 is given
by way of introduction; but in the main
the article accurately describes the big
boat’s advantages and importance to the|
Island, and gives many facts and figures
familiar to Prince Edward Islanders but
well worth publicizing across Canada ia
_connection with our winter transportation
history.

The writer does not make the mistake
committed in an official Government ari-
nouncement some time ago, of referring to
the “Abegweit” as being owned by the
Canadian National Railway. He correctly
slates that she is owned by the Federal
Department of Transport but operated by
the C.N.R. Federal responsibility for con-
tinuous operation is involved in this fact,
and it was this issue which was at stake
in Premier Jones' insistence in 1930 that
the strike should never have been allowed
to interfere with the ferry's operation.

While the article serves as goodvpublL
city for the “Abegweit” and to some ex-
tent for the Island, it leaves the unfortun-
ate impressionethat our transportation re-,
quirements, present and future, are now
fully met. It takes no account of the grow-
ing demands for increase accommodation,
especially for truck traffic to and from
the mainland, which have taken place in
the past few years. A perusal of the brief
presented by the Provincial Government to
the Royal Commission on Transportation
four years ago would have enlightened
the author on this point, and enaBled him
to give his readers the picture in truer
perspective. The brief stated that ‘“on the
basis of current needs, an additional car
ferry, capable of handling freight, auto-
mobiles and trucks is imperatively requir-
ed. As a means of maintaining our current
production, as a safeguard against dis-
astrous consequences to our agricultural
industry in case of a breakdown of the pre-
sent facilities, and as an instrument in the
development of our trade and tourist traf-
fic, ite«is of vital importance,”

This is what we are still prescing for at
Ottawa. The Royal Commission on Trans-
portation found that eur claims in this re-
spect were justly grounded, and that morel
adequate ferry service should be provided.
Reference to this important matter would
have added materially to the value of the

magazine article.
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Streamlining Parliament

!'life of Charlottetown

The subject of “streamlining” the House
of Commons so that .the sessional agenda!
will be cleared with business-like dispatch'
has again been engaging attention. The!
parliamentary - ebserver for the Windsor
Star, Maurice Jefferies, has. been doing
some analyticzl work on the problem and
has adduced what to many persons will be
quite a surprising revelation—that $108 of
the taxpayers money could be saved every
minute if members of the Commons would
stop wasting time during debates, discus-
sions and in putting unnecessary questions.

The' estimate of cost of an average sit-
ting of the Commons is given by Mr. Jeff-
eries as $40,000 of the public funds, which
works out at about $6,500 an hour or $108
per minute. That gives some idea of what
time-wasting in the conduct of public af-
fairs can cost the nation. It Is cited “that
the greatest avenue of all for economy of
speech is the opening debate on the Throne
Speech.  Often this debate lasts four to
five weeks. After the first few days it
usually lags. For the most part it is

Speech serves little purpose, it is different
with that on the budget. The latter is im-
portant, because it deals with taxation and
other business that affects everybody, and
a lengthy discussion is fully justifiable. It
usually runs a month and the opinion is
this could not be shortened in view of the
heavy budgetary matter presented for con-
sideration and action.

Frofhi among the many other possible
ways for saving time which have been dis-
cussed in the past, Mr. Jefferies envisions
the possibility of some being put into ef-
fect this session. These include a commit-
tee to pass on the estimates of expendi-
tures and a reduction in the number of
stages required to pass a bill. In the case
of legislation providing for the outlay of
public money, there are five different

stages should be treated as formalities.

Fine Family Tradition

A. E. Duchemin came of a
with the industrial
and this Province.
The firm of A. Duchemin and Company, of
which he was the junior partner, was
founded by his grandfather, Mr. Watson
Duchemin, to whose inventive genius fre-
quent references have appeared in our
“Old Charlottetown” column.

Among other things, Mr. Watson Duche-
min was inventor of the’ ball-bearing prin-
ciple which plays such an important part
in mechanization of all kinds today. He
was also the inventor of the Compartment
Egg Case, now adapted to countless uses
for the carriage of glass and fragile goods,
and Duchemin’s Patent Bait Mill, which is
still in use in the fisheries of many coun-
tries. He built, from foundation to key-

The late Mr.
family long associated

'board, a pipe organ which gave service to

the Indian River Chapel for many years,
and which is now a family heirloom. He
was also an artist of distinction, and it is
noteworthy that when H.R.H. Prince Ar-
thur, Duke of Connaught, visited the Pro-
vince in 1869 the civic decorations, most
elaborate in the records of public decor-
ations up to that time, were designed and
erected by Mr. Duchemin.

The late Mr. A. E. Duchemin and his
brother, Mr. A. C. Duchemin, carried on
the family tradition of skilled craftsman-
ship, and many apprentices passed

through their hands who subsequently be-
came master workers in their own right.
There was no vocational training, so-call-
ed, in those days, but there was pride in
fine workmanship; and the Duchemin
name was long a hall-mark of quality in
this connection, not only in Prince Edward
Island but throughout Eastern Canada.

EDITORIAL NOTES
Summerside was the first community
in this Province to have the diai telephone|.
system in operation and the Island Tele-
phone Company is still taking steps to
keep the Prince County capital well out
in front in the matter of modern tele-
| phone communications.

Because Monday saw the opening of
Parliament at Westminster, commence-
ment of the Canadian buslines case before
the Privy Council was postponed until Wed-
nesday. On one side are six Provinces, on

| the other the Federal Government and two

railways.

What is claimed, to be the first apart-
ment house with a roof especially planned
for helicopters to take off and land under
the best possible conditions is under con-
struction in Paris. The seven-story build-
ing will be topped with a terrace approxi-
mately 460 feet long. There also will be
facilities and services generally found at
most airports.

L]

Jakob Ludwig Mendelssohn-Bartholdy,
German composer, died this date 1847. He
enjoyed the greatest advantages of wealth,
culture and brilliant social connections
which, together with a remarkable capacity
for work and undoubted genius, brought
him early success. He travelled widely
and conducted many famous orchestras.
He died, however, before the age of forty.
The very popularity of his imusic has been
the chief grounds for criticism, particular-
ly as his relatively inferior works, piano

strictly a partisan, affair in_ praise or in
eriticism of the Government, Among the
most time-wasting presentations are those
speeches made purely for the purpose of
haVing ‘copies of the official proceedings
“yun off to distribute to the constituents
back home. The total of these at the ses-
gion's end fills several hundred pages.
By way of contrast a similar debate in
tbl !rltkh House of Commons is limited to
; thrbu(h agreement between . the
Ottawa
and save up

solos and songs, are most frequently heard.

Liquor profits to the various Provinces
as compiled by the Dominion Bureau of
Statistics for the year ending last March
21st were as follows: Newfoundland, $1,-
745,000; Prince Edward Island, $865,000;
Nova Scotia, $8,770,000; New Brunswick,
$6,368,000; Quebec, $21,500,000; “Ontario,
$30,580,000; = Manitoba, $6,350,000; Sask-
atchewan, $9,950,000; Alberta, $13,360,000;
_and British Columbia, $21,805,000. Taxes,
however, and particularly federal taxes
would make even. these figures seem mod-

est,

stages and often there is lengthy debate on
at least four of them. Most parliamentary
authorities believe that all but two of these

Lower Away!

PUBLIC FORUM )
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of questions of lnterest The

Guardian does not necessar-

fly endorse the opinion of

correspondents.

SCHOOL DISOIPLINE

be differ-
colourful
the days
unabash-

Sir,—Who dares to

ent? Where are the
people who can make
news bright with their
ed straightforwardness ? How
many will defy convention even
to wear what they please? They
become fewer and fewer.

This was the purpose of my
earlier letter, questioning Mr.
Ulric’'s system of establishing dis-
cipline by first impressing on a
young class one's omnipotent
authority. Quite right, I'm not a
teacher. I can't offer a workable
alternate course so no doubt de-
serve what he (or she) almost
suggests, to be left bound (and
gagged?) with some fifty of the
young sprats.

Whatever the system of discip-
line I hope our schools strongly
encourage the child to think for
himself, and equally important, to
have the courage of his convic-
tions.

I am, Sir, 'tc.
“GASTRIC".!
7 ~*
WANDERLUST

Awake, arise! and come away!
To the wild woods and the plains,
To the pools where winter rains
Image all their roof of leaves,
Where the pine its garland weaves
Of sapless green, and ivy dun,
Round stems that never kiss the
sun,
Where the lawns and pastures be,
And the sandhills of the sea—
Where the melting hoar-frost wets
The daisy-star that never scts,
And wind-flowers and violets,
Which yet join not scent to hue.
Crown the pale year weak and new,
Where the night is left behind,
In the deep east, dim and blind,
And the blue moon is over us,
And the multitudinous
Billows murmur at our feet,
Where the earth and ocean meet,
And all things seem only one,
In the universal sun. .

—Percy Bysshe Shelly.

(And P. E. I)

NEWSPAPER ITEMS

From The Examiner, Dec. 8, 1875:

It is now asserted, on good
authority, that there is no fruth
in the report that the “Northern
Light” is to bhe sent to Cape
Traverse, It is said that she is
only to be sent there when she
fails on the Georgetown-Pictou
route, and that she will begin to
run as soon as the other steam-
ers stop.

Court at Alberton, Judge Thomas
Kelly was presented with an
address, welcoming him on this,
his first visit to the first Circuit
of the County Court for Prince
County, and expressing pleasure
with the choice the Dominion
Government made In selecting
gentleman so well known to all
as successor to the late lamented
Judge Pope.

*" We are pleased to note that
the Department at Oftawa has
decided upon ‘opening a Post Of-

fice nt Byrne's , King's
Coun No part of the Island
has sho more prosperity with-

in the last number of years than
the ntumnt to the rear of
M well-tilleds farms, snug,
wt-hn-mpt dwellings, nlanx wlth
other i

thrift of the ownen are to le

At the opening of the County||

’ The Korea

Among the stranger features of
diplomacy today are the need for
conferences and -the difficulty of
arranging them,

They are necessary because the
only means of negotiation between
Communist powers and other pow-
ers appear to be either the formal
conference of the protracted and
long-range exchange of formal
notes. The United Nations has
become rather a forum for public
debate than an opportunity for
disoussion and settlement and)
co-operation. And diplomatic re-
lations with “Communist countries
no longer fulfil their proper pur-
pose. It was not =0 before the war.
Then, even though relations might
at times not be particularly cord-
fal, the British Ambassador in
Moscow and the Soviet Ambassa-
dor in London could, and did,
have talks, formal or informal,
with the Foreign Minister or with
officials of the Foreign Office
about this or that question, The
ordinary practices of diplomacy
were followed. But since the war
that has al] changed. For what-
ever reason the Russians have
withdrawn from such contacts:
the embassies can deliver or re-
celve notes or announcements but
the “usual diplomatic channels”
are choked by Soviet disinclina-
tion to make use of themy

Earlier this year Mry Eden made
an attempt to put Anglo-Soviet
diplomatic relations again on a
normal and useful basis. Sir Al-
vary Gascoigne tried to discuss,
in the traditional manner, a num-
ber of specifically Anglo-Soviet
questions of comparatively minor
importance with the Soviet For-
eign Office. Despite some small
| concessions Russia gave no real
i encouragement. In Anglo-Chinese
relatlons, the reccord is even
stranger and even more discourag-
ing. In 1951, after recognizing the
Chinese Communist Government,
the British, Government sent a
Charge d'Affaires to Peking, as a
first step to establishing full dip-
lomatic relations and exchang-
ing ambassadors. But the Peking
Government has prevented any
further step and has not even
|sent a Charge d'Affaires to Lon-
don.

It {5 this break-down of the
normal machinery of diplomacy
which drives us to the conference
as the only available method of
discussing “problems of common
interest”. It s not a good method.
It has many disadvantages, Con-
ferences take place under a spot
light of public attention. Time is

horhoods deserve their full share
of postal accommodation.

People have been grumbling of
late that they had no place of
amusement. to go to. To those
we would say, go to St. Paul's
School-room on Thursday evening,
and hear the orchestral club con-

By W. N. Ewer, U. K. Information Office

Conference

apt to be limited and the agenda
crowded. The proceedings take on
a forma] character, and only too
often the character of a conflict
between two sides. But it seems
the only way now possible,

L] .

And there 18 a further diffioul-
ty. Without diplomatic procedure,
the very business of holding a
conference becomes a major pro-
blem. Questions of date and place
and agenda become the subject of
public controversy. It has been so
in the case of the proposal for a
Fqur Power Conference on Ger-
many and Austria. It has been so
in the case of the Korea Politi-
cal Conference “recommended” In
the Armistice Agreement of this,
one of the worst consequences is
that the holding of a conference
comes, inevitably, to be thought
of as an end in itself. The graver
and more important questions
with which it will have to deal
come to be overlooked, or at the
least, to be given insufficlent
thought, How much, "in the past
two months, has been written
about the problem of getting the
Korea Conference convened; how

i
ishould have half of the family in-

.jas to how she might be persuad-

Vs Notes By

The Way .

- e

l “Emotional upnetu are good for
youw” So is water .if you don't
let it get over your head.—Bran-
don Sun., e

Note to hunteu: Rifles of .25
|canrc are dangerous up to a mile;
'30 -30s to two miles and 30-60s to
,three miles.—Ottawa Journal.

I

India has one motor car for
cvery 1,200 people and Canada one
for every five. Also we have more
motor accidents.—Stratford Beacon-
 Herald.

A sociologist says the wile

come, but offers no suggestion

ed to settle for that,—Kitchener-
Waterloo Record.

The Shipment of a cargo of soy-
beans from Port Stanley is the
opening of a new chapter in an old
story. A century ago there were
long lines of wagons drawing
wheat to Port Stanley. But it
is now three-quarters of a cen-
tury since the last grain cargo
was shipped. Now lower water
rates have made possible a revival
of the old grain trade. Dealers say
it means an extra 21 cents a bushel
to farmers on the soybeans as-
sembled for shipment to Hamburg,
Germany.—London Free Press.

One of the obstacles to the unity
of the free world, according to
Sidney Colin, a London epicure, is
the lack of a standardized method
of eating. You can't have one
half of the world eating with the
fork in the left hand and the
other half using the right hand,
he says. He urges Americans to
quit switching forks from left
to right after carving meat. More-
over, says Colin, Americans in Eur-
ope fray the tempers of waiters
because they don't give the signal
when they are finished with a
plate of food. Britons and Europ-
eans in general place the knife qnd
fork together at the side of the

that the war has engendered
among the Koreans themselves,
they would be able to settle down
peacefully to democratic ways?

The more -one looks at the dif-
ficulties, the more formidable they
appear, They may not prove in-
surmountable. Seemingly insoluble
problems have been solved ere
this. It seemed for long as if the
earlier Panmunjong talks could
never issue in a truce, but a truce
was concluded. Yet it would not
be wise to underestimate the obs-
tacles, We must not delude our-
selves into. thinking that the dif-
ficulties of reaching agreement
about the convening of -the con-
ference can compare with the dif-
ficulties ' of reaching agreement in

L]
plate when through. ‘
carelessly leave thue‘ kmleA:-nedm!;;L
crosseu, even after they have eaty,
all they want. How is the haras
waiter to know?—New York He»(
ald Tribune.

'

A beautiful example
spirit of nationalized
where the customer Is ajyy,,
wrong, is reported from Britajy
It happened in -the lunch-roon of
Paddington Station, which
everything eclse connected with
the British railway system is
now operated by the Government,
For many ycars walfles were one
of the specialties of the place.
Then one day they were {ake,
off the menu. A regular custom.
er demanded the reason for (),
deletion.  Replled the waitress:
“Too many people wanted {hem."
—Edmonton Journal.

of  (he
industry

like

Irish moss has been a veritalle
bonanza to the people living on
some of our coasts, and it con.
tinues to be an important source
of additional income for many of
our hard-pressed fishermen and
their familles. It is like manna
from Heaven because it Is wash.
ed up on the shores by the action
of nature and all the people have
to do is to gather it. It can alcy
be raked off the sea bottom if the
proper equipment is available, |t
might be well for our people to
study what is being done else.
where and then to see it 1t
might not be possible to have a
plant of some type established in
the Province that would develop
the product to a greater degree
than Is being done at present.
This would give employment and
our people would receive greater
revenue from this valuable in-
dustry., It is always preferahle
to export a finished product rath-
er than the raw materlal.—Sum-
merside Journal-Pioneer.

“Before you argue with wme’
Voltaire once said to a friend,
“define your terms.” Tossing
words around with little respect
for their place and thelr mean.
ing at once reveals lazy thinking.

Big words, flowery words, are
usually bluff. “Sincere words.”
sald Lao-Tsze, ‘are not grand'

Nor are expressivé words. Some
of the finest prose ever written
has been simple in the extreme;
what could be more eloquent than
the parables of the New Tesl-
ament? The great poets hair
worked on their verse like sculp-
tors, ever changing, improving,
perfecting, until the masterpiece
was there. A literary critic cal-
led this the triumph of know
ing “the inevitability of a word";
none other would do. In our
everyday speech, as in our every-
day thinking, it is well to oc-

the conference Iitself.

casionally ask ourselves If we are

!sure of the “inevitability” of the
,word we are using and sure of

what it means. There is no ex-
cuse for being fooled by words,
less excuse for fooling ourselves,
“Good words anoint a man ., ..
ill words kill a man.” Words are
the agency through which we
meet the minds of others and ™n

* which hath

God is the IYord,

little about the probl which 1t
will have to face, and try to solve.
It is time that ‘we began to think
about the end as well as about
the means,

.

The purpose of the conference
is set out In article 60 of _the
Armistice Agreement. It is “to
settle through negotlations the
questions of the withdrawal of all
foreign forces from Xorea, the
peaceful settlement of the Korean
question, etc.” The meaning of
vete.” will no doubt be argued in
the conference itself, The with-
drawal of forelgn forces would
follow almost automatically if
there can be a ‘peaceful settle-
ment of the Korean question”.
This is the really cruclal ques-
tion. And its difficulty can be
neither ignored nor disguised.
‘The purpose of the United Na-
tlons representatives 1is  surely
clear enought. It can only be the
purpose described in the Allled
declaration of December, 19435, as
“the re-establishment of Korea as
an indépendemt state on demo-
cratic principles”. For which the
obvious pre-conditions would be
the withdrawal of the foreign
forces and the holding of free
all-Korean elections.

- L .

But though Russla was a party
to the 1045 declaration, will the
Communist Governments be likely
to agree to any such procedure?
The German parallel {5 not a
hopeful one, And iIn the case of
Korea, as in the case of Germany,
the Communists are perfectly well
aware that anything in the nature
of free elections would mean the
end of all Communist control and
of nearly all Communist influence.
Can we, in any case anticipate

cert.

that, after all the Intense hatreds

Oﬂlce Hours:

Closed all day Sa

JOHN R. ROGERS

Residence
“un

seen on every hand, Such neigh-

W.K. Rogers Agencies Limited

COMPLETE
INSURANCE
- SERVICE
’9:00 until 5:00 Mol:ldr;iy through Fﬂd&y

Telephones:
Otﬂee — 181 Queen Street — 8541 - 8542

AGENTS THROUGHOUT THE PROVINCE
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WALTEB M. nuns
Residenee,
4628

studying and choosing them well

shewed us light . ..., O give'we make a stronger and finer
thanks unto the Lord; for he is bridge for understanding.—From
good: for his mercy endureth|an editorial for young people
for ever, Hamilton Spectator.

PROFESSIONAL

CARDS

Byron J. Grant, O.D.

OPTOMETRIST

126 Kent Street Phone 879
(Opposite Revere Hotel)

Dr. A. L. Maclsaac

DENTIST
Dental X-Ray
GLORIA BUILDING

179 Grafton St. Phone 2vi1

Gaudet & Haszard

GILBERT A. GAUDET, B.A., LLB
Barristers and Solicitors

Money to Loan
Canadian Bank of Commerce Bldg

Dr. W. R. Carson

CHIROPEACTOR AW
Palmer Graduath
CHARLOTTETOWN
Dial 6432 201 Prince St
e Coll

Dr. K. A. MacEachern

DENTIST
Dental X-ray
Above Charlottetown Clinio
202 Queen St. Dial 4841

J. A. Carruthers, R.O

: OPTOMETRIST
123 Kunt Street Phone 287
(Next to Simpson's Agency)

Palmer & Haslam
A. J. HASLAM, BA, LLB
Barrister, Eto.
Bank of Nova Scotla Chambers
Clarlottetown, P. £ L
MONEY TO LOAN

Matheson, Peake &

' Nicholson
MATHESON, Q.C.
.A. H. PEAKE, BA., LL.B.

JOHN P. NICHOLSON, LLB.
Barristers, Etc.

MacPhee & Trainor
H. F. MacPHEE, B.A, QC.
E. SOMERLED TRAINOR, BA
barristers, fvc.

J. S. Taylor, R.O.

OPTOMETRIST
Eyes Examined, Glasses Fitted
Corner Kent and Queen Sts.
Office Phone 9133—House 4756

M. Alban Furmer. Q@.C.

nammr lnd solldlar
Bank of Commerce Bullding
Charlottetown
Money to Loan

Chas. R. McQuaid

— Money To Loan
175 Grafton Street

A. Walthen Gaudet,
LL.B.

BARRISTER, SOLICITOR, Ete
Phillips  3uilding
111 Grafton Street
Money to Loan Collection

Gordon E. MacMillan,
B.A., LLB.,

BARRISTER, SOLICITOR, Etc,
IM Prince St. "= Charlottetow!
DIAL 5228

Frederic A. Large, 9.C
Barrister, Solicitor, Notary
Royal Bank of Canada Building
" Charlottetown, P. E. L
Loans on City and Farm

|

nnugm. U)'L'I:INO& N tiing
Trust Bullding
CHARLOTTETOWN Bell, Mathieson &
: Foster »
. Solleltors, Etc.
H. J. Maben, R.O. '.:|.::“';““:2&
Optometrist B. FOSTER,
Loans oril" cn,m-na Farm
“.‘ v 0| es
A ¥ ‘,.' 150 llchnl:q.md Street
Phone 892 Charlottetown, 2.E.l.

Mtn m
treal, Quebec, un

MGDONAI.D CURRIE & CO.

HARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 0
Toronto, Saint John, !heﬂmnlte. Vancouve

Lake, M Hamllton, C Mﬂoutmm. Edmonton.
Ourrle Bldg., Charlottetown. Dial 87
" M. R. DOANE & COMPANY
i unnun Awn\'m‘r
nu-.m-uu SR e o p. 0, Bos
numm.n w. m\mmm. OA. N
thar offisen at Balitas, s ot ,..‘:.""' 4 MOERINE, b
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