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system of plunder could go on is most mob, and at midnight Creel’s house was
| astonishing. Millions of acres of the pub-'gurrounded. Creel was in bed. A :quad
lic lands have been taken possessicn of of the masked men broke into his house
either by force or fraud and turned from and, overcoming his struggles, tied his
the rightful owners, or appropriated to hands, took him to the yard and gave him
uses actually forbidden by the law. a fearful threshing with cowhides and hick-
This peculation and wrong-doing occur-' ory switches. After whipping him they
,red largely in the matter of stock ranges yntied him and let him go, with the warn-
| ,and grazing lands. Rich stockmen or com- ing that another visit might be looked for
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g - cloim and exercise all the sovereign rights were arrested and gave bail for their
|of ownership. They kept armed bands of appearance at the next term. About a
cowboys who did not scruple to enforce the hundred lashes were laid on Creel’s back.
Iright of might with shotgun and bowie
(knife. Pre-emption and homestead laws
| were counted as nothing, and the public
! mail routes even were fenced across, and '
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