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FORMED IN SEPTEMBER 1955

Maritime evaluation unit
proves equipment, tactics

As its name would imply the  velopment and evaluation
Maritime proving and evalua-

s established to eval- |- S- Originally the unit

tion unit i " | prised of one crew with person
gate new equipment and tactics | ne) being selected from bot
for use by the squadrons o1 404 and 405 Maritime Squadrons,
Maritime Air Command in their |and one Lancaster aireraft. Ini-
e of patroling the Canadian | tial trials were caried out i
ecean areas. the Lancaster, however

The unit was first formed in | tune

flight | project completed by the unit
at RCAF Station Greenwood,

was the evaluation of a
compass system.

In June, 1956, the unit was
b | established as a flight within the
organization of 404 (

Reconnaissance) Squadron at
n | Greenwood, and size increased

GROUP CAPTAIN A. G. DAGG, STATION CO

Station CO welcomes

Islanders to air show

Once each year it is customary for Royal Cana-
dian Air Force stations throughout Canada to invite
the public to inspect the equipment, facilities and
personnel of each station, It is my particular pleas-
ure to welcome you, the residents of Prince Edward
Island, to RCAF Station Summerside on Saturday,
June 16th.

This station has grown appreciably in the past
year, and is now the home of a number of new
Argus aircraft as well as the more familiar Nep-
tunes. In addition, many other aircraft and assoc-
jated equipment will be on display for your in-
spection.

I sincerely hope that you will find interest in
both the ground displays and the air show, and may
your visit to RCAF Station Summerside be most en-
joyable.

GROUP CAPTAIN

A. G. DAGG
COMMANDING OFFICER

geptember, 1955 28 the test de- |to the unit and the first major | were concerned with

| tion of new equipment and tac-
. | tics. They also participated 1
| the 404 operational and training
| programs.
TRAINING FILMS
next three years

and also conducted a series of
training programs for the bene-

the end of this period, the unit |
pros raft and erews to
assist the National Film Board |
in the production of a number of |
training films. Some of these
films were also released for |
| public viewing on CBC-TV.
| * The name of ihe unit wa
changed on June 1, 1959, and if
became the Maritime proving
and evaluation unit (MP and
EU) with SL A. E. Tomkinson
being appointed as officer com-
manding. The establishment re-
mained at two crews, and an
Argus aircraft was added to
the two Neptunes previously al-
lotted. On August 1, 1959, the
unit moved to Summerside
where it is firmly established It
its own premises.

TRIAL PROGRAM
Since its inception some three
years ago MP and EU has con-
ducted an extensive trial pro-
gram covering anti-submarine
warfare detection

fit of both RCAF and  United |
tates Nas Toward |

NEW SUPERSONIC JET FIGHTERS ADD FIRE-POWER TO RCAF NORTH AMERI CAN DEFENCE

CF-104 STARFIGHTER IS RCAF’'S FASTEST JET CAPABLE OF REACHING 1400 M.P.H.

@The Guardian

SECOND SECTION

Charlottetown, Fri. June 15, 1962.
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Two-phase course produces
well-trained anti-sub hunters

“Cum Bclenta Vires"”

motto of No. 2 (Maritime) |}

Operational

Training Unit
RCAF Station

armament, weapons and tactics.
| In addition, many flights h:
been made in co-operation with
or on behalf of other research
organizations on a joint trial

sis.

Although the majority of the
flying Is conducted over the
Gulf of St. Lawrence and off the
Nova Scotia coast, several trials
have required the MP and EU
| erews to detach to foreign bas-
|

es.

These detachments have been
s0 such varied places as Ke y |
West, Florida: Norfolk, Virgin-
ia; Burmuda: and Ballyhelly,
Northern Ireland Currently the
| unit has completed an intensive
eight-day flying program and is
| preparing to depart for North-
| ern Ireland to visit their RCAF
| counterpart for an exchange of
information and flight demon-
strations of new equipment

The Unit's badge includes the
motto, “Novam Quaere Scien-
tiam" (We seek new knowledge)
and a soa tern.representing the.
| aireraft and crew. The sea tem
| having great endurance, spends
most of its time hundreds of
miles out over the sea hunting
its prey. It apears ceaseless in
flight and its resemblance, 1n
| colouring, to the Argus aircraft
makes it a fitting symbol for this l

closely-knit, well organized unit
‘which engage in highly classi-
fled work.

that the unit performs jts pri
mary role in today’s Air Force;
that of training aircrew person-
nel in the basic principles of
Maritime warefare so that they
may take their place on the an-
ti-sul squadrons station-
ed at the eastern and western
approaches to Canada.

The OTU course is of 18 weeks
duration and trainees, normally
45 in all, are selected from all
walks of Air Force life, and are

at various stages of their career | —

in the service.

Some arrive directly from the
basic training schools across Ca-
nada and some being what are
referred in the vernacular as
“retreads”, which means they
have had prior experience but
have perhaps become a little
Tusty behind a desk or their ex-
perience has been in some other
realm of air defence.

From here on in all are to be
taught to “think Maritime""
TWO-PHASE COURSE -

The 18 week curriculum i
split into two phases; the ground
or what might be termed the
theoretical phase and the air or
practical phase, both aspects of
training being closely related
and intermingled.

On the ground side, the stu-
dents spend many hours behind
a desk assimilating the techni-
cal and theoretical data passed

(With | on to them by members of the
Knowledge Comes Strengtn) is | instructional staff. Some of the
the

l; | ceived by pilots, navigators, ra-
and | dio officers and flight engineers
it is with these words in mind | ogether,

i |

trades (navigator and radio of-
ficers) spend their segregation
studying applicable refinments
of their basic trades and learn-
ing the theory of operation of
many a piece of specilaized sub-
marine detection and localiza-
tion equipment,
FIRST AIR FLIGHT

After a few weeks of intensive
fledg-
lings are ready for their first
experience in the air as a Mari-
time crew. For this purpose the

subjects so Instructed arc
“joint” subjects or subjects re-

Other subjects are taught only |
to the specific trade concerned.
For example, the Pilot and
Flight Engineer whose primary | study on the ground the
task is the safe conduct of the
aircraft from “eingines-on” to
“‘engines-off”’, spend many

their sedentary hours studying |45 trainees are split into fiv e
ts and per-| crews, each crew consisting of
the |two pilots, two navigators, four
ight en-
gineer. From this point on, un-

the technical
formance capabilities of
aircraft they will be charged |radio officers and one fl
with flying.

By conirast, the _cbserver|

Search, rescue
saves 54 lives

The RCAF discharges the
government's  responsibilities
for search and rescue for a
flights over Canadian territory
and over large ocean areas va |
the east and west coasts. Simi-
lar services are provided for
marine traffic in the coastal ar®
Great Lakes areas.

propriate to the region, are es-
tablished at strategic locations
' | within each search and rescue
area and aircraft and crews are
held in readiness for operations
at all times.
Operational control of the or
ganization is exercised by res-

i PUrposes, | eye co-ordination centres. Thess
the overall area is divided into | RCC's operate in . conformity

four search and rescue areas, | with the principles and rocom-
each responsible to a command | mended practices endorsed by
headquarters. SAR units With | the International Civil Aviation
aircraft and other facilities zp- The centres are

I
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if
]

i
iy

|

g

OTU TRAINEES FACE DIFFICULT COURSE AT S'SIDE TRAINING SCHOOL

at Vancouver, Winnipeg Tren-
ton and Halifax, with sub -
RCC's at Edmonton and Hali-
fax.

RESCUE TEAMS

Attached to cach rescue unit
are para rescue teams compris-
ed of personnel trained to jump

ai s
tain survivors until arrange.
ments for their rescue can be
made. Secondary facilities sch
as army ground parties, plice,
and department of ‘transpo.t
communications are used as rc-

| marine eraft and three missing

The breakdown of the year's
| sctivities is as tollows:

Major search operations, 9.
Operations involving life saving
19 (54

s
| aireraft, 34; Major sesrches for
marine craft, 6: Major searches
for missing persons, 3; Mercy

. 229
‘The total hours flown by a'l
units on search and rescue ¢
fivities during 1%61 was 7.202
bours.

| vents it, these nine people will
fly together as a crew and it is
hoped, develop what is consid-
| ered to be one of the most im-
portant attributes of Maritime
flying, crew spirit and crew co-
operation
The aircraft chosen as the
“work-horse” for the OTU is the
2V7, or as it Is more commion-
ly referred to, the Neptune. It
has two reciprocating engines
and two jet engines and is cap-
| able of staying airborne for
long periods of time, an essen-
tial capability in Maritime war-
fare. It carries latest naviga-
tional aids and most important
it carries the most modern
| equipment available for a detec-
| tion ‘of submarines both on top
| of the water and below the wa-

!
SERVICING PROBLEM

At this point, there is one fac-
et of the OTU that deserves
mention, and that is the servic
ing and maintenance side of the
organization. It is almost axio-
matic that the bigger the aero-
| plane the more the equipment
|and the more equipment the
more the servicing, and certun-
ly the Neptune is no exception.
Many man hours are expended
on the ground for every hour the
aircraft spends in ihe air.

Graduation from 2 (M) OTU
brings some respite from the
tedium of study but for most

;l.ho rest is relatively short liv-
led For those going to Argus
squadrons at Greenwood and
Summerside another three
weeks to a month must be spent
| learning the intricacies of this
“fabulous being with a hundred
eyes™.

& 40

VOODOO SOARS AT 1200 M.P.H.

45-MINUTE AIR SHOW
WILL HIGHLIGHT DAY"

A 45-minute air show featuring 11 different
types of aircraft will be the highlight of the RCAF'S
annual Air Force Day scheduled Saturday afternoon
at RCAF Station, Summerside.

Lieutenant-Governor F. Walter Hyndman will
preside at official opening ceremonies at 2:45 follow-
ing an aerial salute and a ceremonial review.

Prior to the opening visitors will view a ground
display of aircraft and engines and hear a band con
cert by the RCAF Station band in No. 3 hangar.

Also included in the day’s program will be a
parade of mobile equipment and preparations made
by aircraft when they are about to take-off.

Following is a complete Air Force Day program
(All times advanced summer hours).
12:30—Station open to public. Ground display of air-

craft and engines will be featured
2:00—Band Concert No. 3 hangar.

:45—Arrival of Lieutenant Governor of Prince
Edward Island—Ceremonial Review—Aerial
Salute—Official Opening.

3:15—Public to clear Aircraft on Ground Display.

30— Aircraft prepare for take-off.

45—Parade of Mobile Equipment.

4:00—Air Display.

45—The Queen.

30—Ground Display closes.

:00—Gates close.

Air Force Day was first insti-
tuted in 1947 to acquaint the
Canadian public with the func-
tion and activities of the RCAF
and its personnel. Flying -
plays usually highlight the day's
activities, while hangars featur-

A;:;oss-‘éanada display led
to founding of Air Force Day

crews embarked on a trans-Ca.
nada tour to show the Canadian
people what their fighting force
was like.

SHOWS PROGRESS
Because the tour was so fav-

operations and equipment of the
CAF.

=

During subsequent Air Force
Days, (usually held on the first
Saturday of June each year),
flying and ground displays did
much to foster public awareness

ing static displays that depict Ourably received by the public,
the multiple roles of the RCAF | some thought was given to a
today, are open to public inspec. | Second similar tour, or to the e«
tion. tablishment of an Air Force Day

The first Air Force Day was the following year, to show the
held on June 14, 1947, as a re- Peacetime progress of the
sult of a successful trans{Can- RCAF.
ada didplay that took place in| However, 1046 found the

late 1945. At that time, 10 Lan- RCAF fully occupied in revert
caster Bomber squadrons had ing to a peacetime status, and
just returned from operations such a plan was not feasible at
with No. 6 Bomber Group over- | that time.
seas to form the “Tiger Force” Nonetheless, plans for an Alr
which was slated for duties in| Force Day reached fruition in
the Pacific 1847, when RCAF stations across
However, with the cessation the country opened their doors
of hostilities, the Tiger Force to the Canadian public, most of
was no longer needed. Instead, | whom had an opportunity to see
the Lancaster aircraft and their | for the first time the activities,

of the continuing advances
made in the field of aviation
and air defence. Ground
displays have portrayed such
peacetime roles as air transport
photographie
search and rescue,
research and development
Each year, approximately 40
RCAF stations participate i
Air Force Day ceremonies
which are designed to i
form the public about the var
fous functions of their Air Foree
in support of Canada’s domestie
and foreign commitments.

communications.
air survey
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RADAR-EQUIPPED SUB KILLER ARGUS HU NTS DOWN AND DESTROYS ENEMY SUBS
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