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THE EXAMINER

BY THE BELFAST MAN,

They tell me that I shquld not weep
When heaven calls its own;
Ah, think they that a mother’s heart
Is but a living stone -
They tell me that my constant tears
Will waste the mother’s cheek ;
Ah, know they not were these to cease
The mother’s heart would break ?
When o'er my sou! there hangs a cloud,
With no redeeming ray,
Will heaven blame me if | try
To weed that cloud away ?
Sweet Saviour, dear,
Look down, and tear
Her shadow from my view:
Or take—Oh, take,
For mercy’s sake,
The mother to thee too!

Here many a holy hour I've sat,
When none but God did see ;
And on this heaving heart, my bird,
My beauty, pillowed thee!
And wept in pride of soul, and looked
O’er thee, and future years;
And kissed each dimple till it shone
A little well of tears: :
Or soothed and made thy worldless mirth,
In infant chucklings rise,
Till all my joyful spirit reeled
In frenzy through my eyes.
My babe, my dove!
Oh, Father above,
What now of coming years?
She’s thine, she's thine!
But what are mine?
Her green grave, and these tears!

I see the blackness of my soul,
Where all looked bright before;
My homely hearth, the willow seat,
The waves before the door:
I see my babes steal round my knee,
Half weeping, half in shame ;
And hang their heads, and whisper low,
When breathing sister’s name:
And then my wandering fancy wings
Some shadow by my door;
I start, I shriek—oh no! oh no!
My Lizzie comes no more.
Oh no! oh ho!
My lamb of snow,
There’s glory round vour brow ;
And broad and bright
With holy light,
Are all your play-grounds now!

T look upen the flowery mounds
Her snowy hands did make ;
I'kneel and bless the dying flowers,
And kiss them for her sake ;
And oft as droops the fuschisa bell
Beneath my scalding tear,
The phantom echo of her voice,
Mounts, laughing on my ear!
Then can ye blame a mother’s hands,
For twining through her hair,
When all within that mother’s heart
Is boiling in despair:
That eye, that cheek—
Speak, Heaven ! speak !
She’s not a putrid clod ;
My child, my child,
Thy mother’s wild :
Forgive me, oh my God!
\
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