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The Minister's Able and Practical Speech,
 

Wepxespar, May 6.

Weshall not attempt to describe in de-
tail the Welcome Home to the Hon. Don-
ald Ferguson. Notwithstanding the
vernal rain and a late arrival, it is, today,
universally admitted to have been the
largest and most exthusiastic political
demoustraticn ever given in Prince Edward
Islgnd.
The arrangements cf the committee

were perfect and in the highest degree
creditable to the gentlemen wuo composed
it.

Patrick Blake, Esq., President of the
Liberal Conservative Association,
met _—itthe Minister at Point du
Chene. Arrived at Summersiie, they were
met by Richard Huntand Edward Hackett,
Esquires,and manyother prominentgentle-
men, who extended to the honorable
gentleman a hearty welcome home. Mr.
Fergusou wae accompaaied by his two
sons, William and Colin, fresh from their
echolastic triumphs at McGill University.
A considerable delay took place at Sum-
merside, and the train was half an hour
Jate in leaving. At Emerald Junction
there was another short delay, during
which aa address was read and presen-
ted by Mr. P. J. Trainor. To thie
Mr. Ferguson responded appropriately in
a few words. It is creditable to Oonduc-
tor Gillis and driver Armovr that, notw th-
standinz the delays, the train made the
— to Cherlottetown in exactly two
oure. :
It was anticipate] that the rain would

“spoil the demonstration,” and the party
accompanying. the Minister was
agreeably surprised by the report of
torpedoes and the hearty cheers by which
his arrival was greeted. The station was
literally packed, and cheer upon cheer
went up when the Minister appeared.
After warm handshakings, the Minister
wac borne upon the arms of enthusiastic
young men present, through the throng to
the coach in waiting. The scene upon the
street was briliiant with the lights of a
hundred and twenty torches carried by
young men and boys. Galbraith’s band
led the long procession of carriages and
pedestrians to the Market Hall. The “old
flag” was carried aloft in advance by -an
oli soldier Mr. Thomas Wakeling.
The decorations of the hall sere appro-

priate and tasteful. Around the walls
hung pictures of Canadian statesmen, past

and present, and above these were suspend.

ed mottoes in colored iettera,«kilfally paint-

ed by Mr. Afred J. Quirk. These includ-

ed suchpatriotic and appropriate, legends

as “A United British Empire,” “Canada

for Canadians,” “Branch Railways,” “Our

Dairy Industry,” “Escouragement to

Butter and Cheese,” etc., and over the

piatform were the words “Sia Cnan ES

Tupper, Our LeADER.”
The hall was densely crowdel. The

seats; the aisles, every inch of space

was occupied by men and womenstanding
andsitting. :

Upon the platform were the five Liberal-

Conservative candidates— Dr. Jenkins,

for Queens West; Mr. Martin, for Queens

East; Mr. A. C. MacDonald, for an

Mr. Hackett for West Prince and Mr.

Hunt for East Prince—Rev. Dr. Curren,

Rector of St. Dunstans College; Rev. Iz-

natus MacDonald, also of St. Dunstan;

Rev. Father Hogan, of Tracadie;

Senator MacDonald, Dr. McNeill. of

Stanley; Hon. William Campbell, Park

Corner; Hen. James Nicholson, of Eldon;

Mr. McUready, editor of the Guardian;

Mr. Mcleaac, editor of the Herald; Mr.

McCourt, editor of the Watchman; Mr.

W. L. Cotton, editor of Tue ExaMixer; Mr.

J.T. Metlish, Mr. J. B. Dawson and Mr.

Alfred Quirk, President and Secretary — of

the Youag Liberal-Conservative Associat

ion; Mr. R. B. Norton, of Norton Brothers,

and many others.
Patrick Blake, Esq , presided. Amid

hearty cheers he extended te Hon. =

Ferguson a cordial Welcome Home an

read the following

ADDRESS.

The Honorable Donat Ferguson, Pf, C4, Sar

ator of the Dominion: of Canada:

S1r,—TheLiveral Conservatives of a

Edward Island extend to you a hearty wel-

come home, from the delicate and arduous

duties devolving uponot at the recent par-

i session at Ottawa. j

aseae that we have not failed to

note.and appreciate the unremitting nny

and care which have characterized you as o .

representative, ever since you obtained a sea

i canadian Senate.

¥ Secheu constantly laboured to promote

the best interests of the Province, and to -

cure for it advantages which have been in .

past utterly overlooked by the Opposition on

resentatives sent from time to ume to the

muse of Commons.

leheel congratulate you on thesucc

which has at length crowned your efforts .

behalf of better railwayfacilities tor the peop e

of Belfast, Murray Harbor, and other sec-

ions of our Province. 3 :

: We regret that the unpatriotic policy .=

struction, pursued by the Opposition, - ng

the last session of Parliament, has delaye ;

mmediate construction of those most import-

ant and neces uy public works, and haps is

jus re jaint on the part of our
just groundfor comp : ae

people, that this fatuous policy nowhe ~

more active and persistent champions us

from txe Grit representatives of this Pree

Weare glad, however, that, in the face

this policy of obstruction the come. o

Canada has pledgeditself to the immed 1ate

construction of branch railways in our I row

ince, and that for the future our people have :

guarantee that we will receive most libera

treatment in the matter of public works. ;

Wealso rejoice at the measure _of sucess

whick has attended your efforts to increase the

pay of the employes of the Island Railway.

‘As our representative in the Cabinet, you

have been most zealous and untiring In pro-

moting everything tending to forward our best

ess
in

interests and we gladly bear testi-
mony to the care and patience with which
you have applied yourself to every call made
upon you by any of the electorate.

Wedesire to thank the Government,through
you, for the care and attention which it hac
given to the butter and cheese industry of this
Province. This business has now attained a
marked development among us, and we ¢r:
sure that our people highly appre-
ciate the efforts of the Government to
better the condition of our farmers.

Wefeel gratified to know that the cause of
progress in Canadais notto receivea set-back,
andthat the wealth, prosperity and industries
of Canadaare not to be placed at the mercy
of a party whose past andpresent renderit an
object of supreme suspicion.
We have the utmost confidence in the pres-

ent Government, and weshall do all in our
power, to the end that, when on the 23rd of

June next, the rest of Canada shall have sus

tained it by a large majority, this Province
shall no longer hold the unenviable position of
electing representatives to oppose and thwart
the goodintentions of the Government to-
wards it.

_ Evils present and future beset our Province,
ewing to a wasteful, extravagant,
administration of our local affairs.
Financial ruin and embarrassment are
speedily overtaking us. It will tax
to the very utmost the energies of
our people to recover from the
great havoc which grit rule has brought upon
our Island home, and we are cheered by the
prospect that the general affairs of the
Dominion are to continue to be administered
by the present able agd progressive Govern-
ment.

P.. BLAKE,
Pr silent West Queen’s Lib.-Con. Ass.

+ JAS. CLOW,
President East Queen’s Lib.-Con. Ass.

J..B. DAWSON,
President Young Lib.-Con. Ass.

In reply Mr. Ferguson spoke until half-
past eleven o’clock holding a large pro-
portion of the great audience until the
end.

Hon. Mr. Ferguson in coming forward
received a great ovation. Hesaid:

Mr. President, Ladies ani Gentlemen—
This is truly one of the prou'est moments
ef my life. The demonsiration whieh |
have witnessed this evening is something
which was totally unexpected. The re-
ception you have given me to night over-
whelms me. I appreciate highly this
reception in so far a+ it relates to myself,
but I must at the same time frankly and
freely admit that I see in this demonstra-
tion in a far higher degr-e a rgcognition
on the part of the people of Charlottetown
andits vicinity of the principles cf the Lib-
eral Conservrtive party, of which I am
simply, tosome extent, an exponent this
evening. I recognize in this demonstra-
tion before me, and which I have witnessed
since Lentered the railway station this
evening, a repetition of that which
is to be seen in almost every
city of Canada to-day, from the gAt-
jantic to the Pacific, (hear, hear) a great
determination in the breasts of the people
of this country to rally around the flag of
our great party. (Cheer+) You are kind

enough, Sir, in the address which you have

read to me, to make some very flattering
references to the part I have taker.

with regard to matters pertaining to the

interests of our Province sinceI have had

the honorof a seat in the Senate of Can-
ada, and more particularly since I have

bad the honor of holding a seat in the

Cabinet of the Dominion. (Applause).

WHAT P. E. ISLAND HAS RECEIVED.

You will pardon me if I make some slight reference to, and explanation of

these things because they are not alte-

gether so freely admitted by our friends

on the other side, as they have beenby the

President of the Liberal Conservative As

sociation, and the gentlemen who_ have

been instrumental in getting up this ad-

dress. The very day that I received an

offer of a seat in the Governmest of Sir

Mackenzie Bowell, one of the very first

things I did was to write letter

to my colleague, the Hor. Mr.

Costigan, setting forth the position of

the Island with regard to wintera

cation by the steamer Stanley. I had .

fore that time re atedly pressed upon the

Government of Canada, the necessity of

popularising, as it were, that winter ser

vice. Away back in the Mackenzie Ad-

ministration, when that service | was

inaugurated, @ stupid policy was acOpted

of exacting heavy charges 0. freight and

passengers. I slways felt that it was

wrong, and the first thing I did asa

Minister of the Dominion wasto pres«

upon my colleagues the desirability of

making the rates for both passengers and

freight on that rervice the «ame as under

the summerserv.ce. Thatdemand was Con-

ecded aniffromthat time to the presenttie

winter service ]}as been put upon the

same rates for passengers and freight

as we have had for summer Com-

communication with the mainland (Hear.)

Again, the two principal townsof the

Province had been deprived during the 
/ was considered @ very

: = which

i season of the morning train whic

a great inconvenience,

I at once tried to remedy that grievance,

; and I succeeded with the assistance of Mr.

 :

Huntother and gent!emenin restoring that

in, which the public had enjoyed for

maae years, upon the P. E. [. aot

Wethen applied ourselves to the question

of closer communication with the oe

land during the summer months. In this

matter we met with some ao

some doubts as to the advisability of at-

tempting too mach in that —-

But ladies and gentlemen, you know what

followed. We succeeded=

effecting such changesin the time-ta ree

the Intercolonial Railway, the Point -

Chene and Summerside boat and -” ,

E. I. Railway as brought Prince Edward

-cnuuneneesenteneieeeeeeeeeee

Island within practically one da of thegreat centre of the Dowtaton--the city of
Montreal —both going and coming. (Ap-plause).
Away back in the early dayswhen our Railway was started, a mosi

invidious and unfair “distinction was madeageinst the men on that Railway in the
matt:rof the wages paid them. For some
rearon not easily understood or explained,a d-stinction was drawn between the com—

nsation for the services of a P. E.I.
tailway employe and the wages
pei the men on the Inte-co'onial
tailway. My colleagues, the Senators,
our Members for King’s County and my-self have vigorously applied ourselves to
the work of remedying this state of affairs.
We worked earnestly long years ago to
remedy this grievance, but we were not
then in a position todo much, as we had
no member in the Cabinet. During last
winter and last summer, by one -tep after
another, we succeeded in remedy ng,
to a large extent, that invidious and dis—
honering distinction made against the men
vo the P. E. I. Railway by the Mackenzie
aiministratien, and which I am sorry to
say our Party had not re-
mov d, However, to a ‘arge
extent this grievance has been taken
away, and our Railway mn are being
practically placed in the same position a»
the employes on the Intercolonial. And
it will be my effirt as well as that of my
colleagues and friends to remove every
anomaly that yet remains eo thet the P.
K. Islander, so long as ite p rforms ‘he
same work and does it a3 well ehall re-
ceive the same pay as is viven to men in
the othr Provinces. (Lear, hear and
cheere).

CLAIMS OF THE PROYINCE.

When I took my seat in the
Senate of Canada I addressed myself very
soon after being introduced to that honor-
able body to a discussion of the claims
of the Province with regard to
public works and steam communication
with the Mainland. As myfriends who
were with me know very well, we assisted
each other and consulted with each other,
aad [ made a very elaborate statement in
the Senate, being careful that every word
should be weighed, and every figure a cur
ate, so that nothing in that statement
could be successfully contradicted. Afier
discussing that question en the floor of the
Senate, as I did, for an hour or two, I bad
the pleasure of having Sir Mackenzie
Bowell admit to me a few hours after-
waids ‘‘Fergu on, I cannot say
that I ever understood the case
of P. E. Island until I heard your
speech to-day.” (Applause.) And had
the honor of receiving only a short time
afterwards a letter from the late lamented
Sir John Thompson, in which he con-
gratulated me on the fairness of the state-
ment I made in the interests of the Pro-
vince of P. KE. Island. (Applause.) Up
to that time, we hadpressed the question
of atunnel between the Island and the
Mainland on the Deminion Gov-
ernment. During that speech (to
which I have just referred) 1 discussed it
in the light of euch information as
had been elicited by the public men of the
cunty, wti rgri toit; and I
admitted fank’y that the work was of
very grave magnitude and cf euch great

aud fair toask the Dominion Government
torush blindly into it without very full
information, and until more light had
been thrown on the feas.bility, practic-
ability and cost of tle undertaking. And
I closed my address on that occasion by
pointing out to hon. members of the Sen-
a‘e, and more particularly’ to membersof
the Government in that body, that, as
years must intervene before the tunnel
question could dealt with, as wore
information was wanted, and as
the people of Prince Edward Is!ard had
suffered for many years by not having
their lave of the public works of the
country, the matter of some very much
needed

BRANCH RAILWAYS IN P, E, ISLAND

could be taken up in the meantim® (Ap-
plause.) year later [ became a mem-
ber of th@"Government, and then I pressed
the nratter on the Government as strongly
as possible. My hon. friend, Mr. Mac.
donald, one of the worthy representatives
of King’s County, addressed the House of
Commons on the question in 1895 in a very
well prepared and careful speech, in which
he presented: the claims of the Island in a
forcible manner that attracted the ear
of the Government, and the members
ofS the House. And as the
result of chis advocacy on the part of my-
self and colleagues, we had a delaratior
made on the floor of the House by the
flon. Mr. Haggart, in which he
outlined the different branch railways
asked for by the  representa.ives
cf the Province. I say here in this con-
nection, and it would be very wrovg were
[ to omit the mention of this fact, that my
friends Messrs. Hunt, Martin, Hackett and
Dr. Jenkins, (hear, hear) feeling the great
importance of this work, visited Ottawa
themselves in person at that time, and
interviewed the members of the Govern-
ment, and presented etrong and well
reasoned memorials to the Government,
urging that they should take up this
work of branchrailways in P. KE. [«land.
(Applause.) Asa resuit of these effort-,
the Minister of Railways, the Hon. Mr.
Hagzart, stated in the House that he be-
lieved these branches asked for ty the
people of the Island were no more than the
Province was entitled to,.and he pledged
himself and for the Government that
whenever the Government wou!'d under-
take the voting of any money for aid to
Railways in any of the other Provinces,
they would deal fairly and justly with P.
&. Island. (Applause.) Sir Mackenzie
Bowell in his speech in the Senate, when
Senators Prowse and Macdonald had pre-
sented the case of P. E. Izland with regard
to these branch railways, also stated that
the Government would deal justly with P.
E. Isiand, and would carry out the promise
that Mr. Haggart made in the House of
Commons. I remember that some time
before thie, we had presaed this matter of
Railways in this Province. My
friend, Mr. Martin, hai been very
strenuous in his advocacy of the Belfast
Railway in particular, and I recollect very
well that when we did so, we were greeted
with a storm of derision on the part of our
opponents who said it was a mere ele tion
dodge, that it was wrong and immoral to
advocate railway branches so near an elec-
tion as we were thought to be. It wae all
right they said, to advocate Raijl-
wavs on ihe floor of Parliament,
but it was not right to advocate them
throughout the country. The election was
not quite so near as these gentlemen
thought it was. Butin covnection with
that matter, I may say thatin 1899, my
friend, Mr. Davies made a epeech in the
House of Commons, in which he advocated
the building of a branch railway from
Peake’s station to Wood Islands Break-
water. This was inthe session of 1890,
the Jasi session before the last general
election, and the last opportunity that he
had in Parliament of advocating a public
work for this Province. A little before
the campaign of 1891, a meeting was call-—
ed in Caledonia, which I was invited to
attend, togetber with Mr. Davies. We
were both present, and at that meeting the
people criticized Mr. Davies’ plan for a
branch railway. They said we want a
branch railway, buta line from Peake’s
station to Wood Island Breakwater would
be of no use to tbe great southern country.
It was too distant from Charlottetown,
would not run lengthwise through the coun-
try and would be useless. Mr. Davies frank-
lv admitted that the road the people desired
namely, from Svuthport to Murray Har-
bor tapping the P. E. I Railway near
Peake’s or Cardigan station would be a
preferable route. He almitted that, and
pledged himself at that meeting that, if re-
turned, he would advocate the construc'ion
of that railway as the people then des'red
it. I was then, or likely to b>, a candi-
date for Queen’s County; and I was asked
to pledge myself in the same way, and 1
did so, I did not forget that pledge, and I 
importance that it would not be reasonable

took the very first opportunity when I
entered the Senate that presented itself of
fulfilling the pledge I ‘had ‘made to the
people of Caledonia and Belfast, that :f I
were elected to Parliament I would en-
deavor as far as [ was able to support the
construction of that brauch railway to
that part of the country. (applause.) My
friend, Mr. Davies, was successful, and I

was defeated. I did not reach the Senate
until about three years later; but he
spent four yeara in the House of Commons
without ever saying a word, good, bad or
indifferent about the Belfast railway.
(appiause.) And ths same gentleman
whocriticized my friend Mr. Martin and
Senator Prowse and others becau-e during
the autumn of 1894 and the winter of 1895
they advocated a branchrailway to Belfast
had advocated a road-—nottne same exactly
but nevertheles? a road from Peake’s
station to Wood Islands Breakwater,—and
bad solemnly promised the p-ople of Cale-
donia that if elected to Parliament it
would have his support. But this pi-dge, I
believe, he "forgot to carry out. It was
not gotten up before an election. If it was,
it was Mr. Davies who brought it up in
1890. <I was pledged in 1891 to advocate
it, ant I embraced the firat opportunity ]
bad cf doing ro. Last year the Govern-
ment were pledged at the very first time
they underto»k to vote aid to Railways to
teal fairly and justly with P. E. Island.
They were pr pared to do that at this jast
session, and would have done so hal they
not been prevented by the ¢b-tructive
tactics of the Oppositiva in Parliament.
[ don’t intend, at this stage, to discuss this
qnestioa of cbstraction, but a little later ]
may have something more to say aboutit.
But I want to draw your attention, Sir, to
a -tatemeut made on this platform, and
which I r ad in the Patriot newspaper (o-
day—a statement made by my friend, Mr.
Davies, to the effect that these branchrail-
ways are only

ELECTION DODGES
and that there is ro sincerity inthem. That
the motion which was submitted to
Parliament by the Hon. Mr Haggart. (I am
not eure that I am giving his exact words
as I had but a hasty glance at the paper)
was not a bodafile motion from the fact
that it had not obtained the sanction of
the Governor General before it was sub—
mitted to the House. Now I Lave seen
the letter written by Mr. Davies in which
he explains this. He says that Mr.
Haggart did not make any reference to the
Governer General’s assent, and that
‘** Hansard” does contain this statement
by Mr. Haggart. Well, Hansard may not
contain it, aad Mr. Haggart may not have
used the exact formula in all respects, I
think he did not; for I have only to look
at the motion madebefore it in Hansard—
@ motion with regard to railway subsidies
—and in this as well as in the other there
does not appear the statement that
Mr. Hazgart submitted the motion
with the sanction and

~~

concur-
rance of the Governor General. But
the fact remains that the official proceed-
ings of the House, the document that is
really binding, that forms the record, and
determines the constitutionality of it, in
this record the very words are used (ap-
plause). Iam surprised that my friend
Mr. Davies should have made so rach a
statement on euch very imperfect evidence
when the records of the proceedings ot
Parliament were available, and when hr
could easily have corrected his mistake.
AndIam al-o surprised that in thi-
microscopic examinstion which he gave
to every proceeding with regard to tie P.
E. Irland branchrailways, he did not cast
bis eye alittle further up on the page of
Hansard aud discover that the same for
mula was missing in another motion tha!
Mr. Haggart made as wellas in this.  }
amaleo greatly astonished that Mr. Davie-
should be #0 entire'y deficient (as he
seems to be) in constitutional knowledge
astoimag'ne for a moment thet any
swore minister under the Earl of Aberdeen
would venture to go to Parliament with
avy proporition ofthis nature without the
proper eanction., We know very well that
British statesmen stand upon the constitu-
tion, and Mr. Haggart would vever dare to
go to Parliament with any proposition for
which he had not the sanction of the
Governor-General as weil as that of his
colleagues. I think Mr. Davies also made
the statement that this motion was
neglected and the Government passed it
over. Why, gentlemen,—the Government
pass itover! He might as well tell us
the Government did not want to pass the
main estimates of 1896-97. They were
placed on the order paperon the 2!th
of January and one item was
passed on the 3lst:of January; and
from that day up tothe prorogation of
Parliament the Government were rever
able tea go into committee on the estimates.
They were passed ov-:, not once, but a
score of tines, for the plain reason, which
everyone here knows, that the Opposition
cau-ed such obstruction that it was im-
possible to give that consideration to the
business of the country which it deserved
end the interests of tbe Dominion demand-
el. I notice the statement is mad? thit
this proposition to build branch railways
ia P. K. I-land should be received and
treated asa bribe tothe people. It is
strange that Mr. Davies, did not
lok atit in that light in 1899 whcn
he made that speech* in favor of
branch railways, in the House of Com-
mone. It is singularly strange that it did
not dawn on. any of his friends that that
was an immoral kind of business for pub
lic men to be undertaking and carrying
on. But, Mr. Chairman,ladies and gentle-
men, you rememberthat history repeats
itself. In the year 1836, my worthy col-
league, the then Premier, now the Chief
Justice of this Province, and myself, were
sent to England to present the claims of
the Province #ith regard to winter com-
munication; and as a result of the discus-
sious which we had with Sir Charles Tup-
perandthe Esl of Granville on this
matter, in the summerof that year (1846)
we secured for this Province $20,000 a
year ferall time, equivalent to half a mil-
lion of dollars. (Applause) Of course
parliamentary fanction could not be got.
The arrangement was made between Mr.
Sullivan and myself, acting fur the Gov-
ernment of P. E. I-land, and the Govern-
ment of Bir John Macdonald. The ar-
rangement had ben inade. An order in
council was passed. But it could not be
carr.ed into law until the sanction of the
Parliament of Canada had been obtained
for that purpoze. During that time an
election unfortunate:y came on, and from
one end of P. E. Island to the cther we
found our Liberal friends denouncing us
fur offering a bribe to the people, for rais-
ing an election dodge, anelection cry. The
truth is we thought we were twoclear years
away from an election when we took that
matter up. We took it up in 1885,
In 1886 we advanced it to aconclusion co
far as our dealings with the Government
were concerned. The elections, as you
know,iadies and gentlemen, were sprung
uponthe country that year, at the end of
the fourth year, and a year earlier than
we expected. Our opponents declared,
and they got the people from one end of
the country to the other to believe, that
they were being imposed on, and that we
were Only raising this matter as an elec-
tion dodge. I believe the stand Mr. Sul-
livan and myself took in 1886—-epresent-
ing our colleagues in the government,
representing the Conservative Party in the
Province—the stand we took in going to
England to advocate the claims of the
Province—had no small effect, on account
of the way it was viewed by our oppo-
nents, in causing the Province to go for
the Liberal Party at the election of 1887.
[ believe our acton that occe-iun, al-
though we acted in the truest :nd_ best
interests of the Provisce, owijaz to the
manover in which our opponentstr :ated us
owing to the use they made of i he adyvo-
cacy we had presented in Englana--and to
the half million dollar arrangenient we
made, actually resulted in a very large
number of people believing we were fool
ing them and not acting fairly with the
people, and ended by the Province record-
ing @ vot: against us in 1887. You rc-
member, after the elections were over, that arrangement was

 

CARRIED OUT TO THE LETTER,-

and twenty thousand dollars a year
has been paid to P. KE, _Ieland
ever since on account of the arrange-
ment made then. (Applause.) The Hon-
orable Mr. Peters, fiads that but as a drop
in the bucket of his extravagance. He has
not even got the common gratitude to say
on any cccasion that he is indebted to
Sullivan and Ferguson for that twenty
thousanddollars a year, which he knows
so we'l how to spend. (laughter and
ckeers)
Asa result of ourefforts in 1836 the

steamer Stanley was built. It was due to
the vigorous protest which we made at
that time. It was due tothe earnest efforts
which we had put forth that the Dominion
Goveramentaddressed itself so manfully
to this question, and it is a credit to the
Dominion Government which has done so
much to remove the grievances of which
the people of this province have so losg
and justly complained. (applause.)

A FEW WORDS ON THE TUNNEL,

Now, gentlemen, I want to say a few
words onthe subject of the tunnel beforeI
undertake to discuss some questions of
great concern and importance which may
be in your minds on the present occasion.
I understand that my friend Mr. Davies
stated the other evening that the Liberal
Conservative party had gone to the coun-
try in 1891 pledging that, if they were
successful, they would build the tunnel

. between the Island and the mainland. My
friend must have a very short memory. If
he merely recalled what took place during
the election of 189 he would find that a
map, for whom he has a high respect and
veneration, the Honorable Wilfred Laur-
ier, and Mr. Davies himself made
very much -stronger promises than
Sir John McDonald or his supporters,
In a meeting held in this hall
on the I1th of February, 1891, Mr.'!Davies
made a speech, and owing to the limited
time at his disposal he said: ‘I am just
going to take up two planks in the plat
form of the Liberal party—the consirue-
tion of the tunnel and unrestricted recip-
rocity with the United States.” These were
two planks in the Lideral policy on that
occasion—the construction of the tunnel
and unrestricted reciprocity with the Un-
ited States. I would ask you, gentlemen,
where are these two great planksin the plat-
formof the Liberal party to-day? Mr. Davies
said: * * * “I will show you that the
Governmentare not in sympathy with the
tunnel project. They will not go one doliar
over $1,650.00. We have the promise of
the Governmentthat they will incur an
expense of $1650.00 and that they wiil not
go one centoverthat. That is all the
Governmentare willing t> pay. I believe
the Liberal party are coming into power
on the 5th of March next, and I wrote Mr.
Laurier and told him I was in full ac-
cord with th¢ project and asked himif he
was ready to approve it, and received this
reply:

***T am in favor of the tunnel providing
the surveyors show the scheme is reason-
able and practicable.

‘W. Laurier.’ ”

He was not satisfied with this; but at
the same time he wrote a letter to the
editor of the Guardian, who had written
asking for an expression of his opinion.
In it he says:

“1 have your favor of 2nd
of February, inst. I hardy would
aave thought that an expression of opin-
ion a3 to the construction of a_ tunnel
be ween the Island of Prince Edward and
the mainland should be required of me.
Kvery man who has given’ any attention
to the condition of things and the neces-
sities involved by the entering of the Island
into confederation must admit that sach 9
tunnel must be constructed if the thing is
reasonably practicable. The first requisite
is to have an accurate survey and _rel:ab‘e
estimatee. ] am only sorry that these were
nut obtained long ago.”

W.Lavrier.
Mr. Davies forgot to teil the people of

this speech of his in 1891 on the tunnel]
question. He forgot to tell the people of
thiftelegram. He entirely forgot that Mr.
Laurier bad written that letter tothe edit
or of the Guardian pledging himself to the
construction of the tunnel, if at all reason-
able and practicable. What were the
expressions of opinion on the question on
that occasion ? The Patriot newspaper
says:
“We-have the Honorable Mr. Laurier’s

the

telegram tigaed by himeelf. It is clear
and without equivocatiop. It is stronger
than anything from Sir John. Again on
the 17th of February the Patriot says:
“If the Conservative party are in earnes

on the question, and Sir John McDonald’
Government are in sympathy with them,
as theyallege, let us have a statement to
that cff-ct over Sir John’s signature, at
least equally binding as that of the Honor-
able Mr. Laurier.”

Sir Joho McDonald also wrote a let er-
I will read the letter, so that I may not be
charged with keeping anything back. I
daresay it has been presented to you be:
fore :

My Dear Howtan,—

Tn response to your pressing request
with respect to the tunnel across the
Straits, I desire to repeat that under the
present circumstances the Cabinet are not
in a position to deal with that question.If,
as I believe, the country will continue to
give us their confidence, the ministry will,
under my guidance, take the matter up
without delay. I understand that Sir
Douglas Fox is of opinion that the scheme
is a feasible one. The chief thing still
unknown is the cost of construction. 1
fully appreciate the nature and extent of
the obligation incurred by the Dominivn
to maintain continuous connection
between the Island and the main
laud. We have tried to carry this out by
the Stanley, but of course she cannotfight
against the elemeat?; so if the cost comes
within a reasonable amount, such as Par-
liamentfeels itself justified in incurring,
I shall be prepared to submit the question
for their favorable consideration.

Iam,
Sincerely yours,
Joun A. McDoya.p.

Here wefind that Sir John McDonald
ani Mr. Laurier had placed themselves on
record in, to some extent, the same way
in 1891. But we were told, and told on
every platform in Queen’s County, that
Sir John’s letter was so vaguely written
that it amounted to nothing at all, while
Mr. Laurier’s was a square anddefinite
promisea tunnel would be con-
structed. N@w, you would at least expect
that the Liberal Party, through their re-
presentatives from this Province, and
through their Leader in the House of Com-
mons, would have taken at least some in-
terest in that question from that time for-
ward. They were pledged more strongly
than we were, to take up that question. Bat
=e find, instead of doing that, that Mr.
Davies especially commenced to throw
difficulties in the way from the very time
he gained hiselection. In order to prove
the statementlam making to you I will
read some extracts from a speech made by
him in the House of Commons
in the years 1892 and 1894.
You may remember that, immedi-
ately afier the last election, the Guvern-
meat of Sir John McDonald undertook to
have borings of the Strait made under tne
direction of Sir Douglas Fox. The con-
tract was lettoa Mr. Palmer, who made
a considerable number of boriugs, but who
failed to fulfil his contract. He got inte
anumber of difficulties, financial and
otherwise, which prevented him from
carrying on the work.
The Government, in the following year,

made acontract with the gentlemen who
owned the diamond drill used by Mr.
Palmer; but these men, though they
labored hard and spent a large amount of
money, were nt successful in borizg any
anoles. The next year they were still
allowedto goon. They were to be paid
for the work actuaily done,and were not
to receive any money unless they .made a
certain number of borings. They com-
pletely failed in boring one hole. They
spent $4,000. They never earned a cent,
and never received a cent. The Govern-

ment felt those nev hed made such strenu-
ous efforts that they were entitled to fair
consideration, but, having failed, they re-
ceived nothing. The next year they made
a contract with another company, after
having called tenders from nine companies
owning diamond drills) They made a
contract with a company who engaged to
work a certain period of time for $6,000,
for, after the experience already acquired
by the others, no company could be found
to enter into a contract on the same
basis. After, working  eighty-two
days, they received $6,009. They
workedall this time and sunk four holes
very successfully. A few still remain to
be sunk in the very exposed and deepest
part of the strait, where the difficulcies to
be contended with in making the borings
would be very great. While the Govern-
ment was doing this they were contiua-
ously accused by the Opposition of doing
‘nothing in the metter. I find no fault
with that. It is the work ofan Opposition
te pick flaws. But I do find fault with the
representatives from this Province who
showed their unfaithfulness to this tunnel
question altogether.

Sir Douglas Fox made a very elaborate
report. He reported thata smal] tannei
which would admit cars such as would
be possible to use on the railway, not such
cars as are used now, but cars suitable for
connection with the tunnel could be con-
structed for five and a quarter millions,
thata tunnel which would accommodate
cars such as are used on the Intercolonial
would cost nine millions, and still larger
one would cost eleven millions.

Mr. President, Lad‘es and Gentlemen,
whenever I saw that report I made up my
mind at onc? that it was a question of
having a small tunnel or none at all. I
knew that these engineers’ estimates al-
ways have to have a wmarg'n allowed for
contingencies, and I felt that we might
talk about a five million tunnel, but when
it came to anine, ten or eleven million
dollar tunnel, with such reasonable addi-
tions as have to be made for contingen-
cies, we would be advocating a work
which would not be reasonable for the
people of P. E. Island to expect from the
Government, and I had partly made up
my mind that it was worth our while to
press for the small tunnel because if we
got itwe would have a very reasonable
system of communication.
What did wefind Mr. Davies doing in

the House of Commons. In 1892, almost
as soon as this report cameout, he said:
“IT believe nothing short of the larges:
tunnel will be of any particular benefit to
the people. I do not think the sma!tun-
uel would be worth considering. If the
cost of the tunnel is too much,” he said,
‘in Heaven’s name let us know it. I
don’t want to urge, year after year, a
scheme which is impracticable. Will not
the Government say it 1s impracticable
and drop the matter forever.”

Again in 1894 Mr. Davies discussed it
in this way: “I think two or three things
are pretty well established. A tunne to
be ofany seryice at all would require an
expenditure of fifteen or twenty millions
at least ” (Here he was doubling the lar-
gest estimates of Sir Douglas Fox.) I do
not think that any practical person outside
of a few who seem to be tunnel mad, are
prepared to advire the Government to go
into the construction of a small toy tun-
nel which several men contend could be
constructed atthe cost of one half the
sum I have mentioned, but when con-
structed would be of very little use.

This attitude of Mr. Davies was an in-
dication of his hostility to the tunnel
ssheme. His view was hostile to the
smaller tunnel, whose cost would be
reasonable, and it was asking for an ex-
penditure which the people of P. EK. Island
would not feel justified in pressing on the
Dominion Government, at all events with
the information we had atthis time in
regard to the question. I have made this
statement somewhat fully, because we
will hear a good many statements on this
question during the coming campaign that
will be calculated to misleal the people
with regard to the tunnel scheme.*

Before leaving this question of public
works for tne province, I wish to say that
Ido not deem thatthe people of P. E.
Asland are going to be deprived, or have
any right to be debarred from presenting,
either during the pendency of anelection
or atany other time, their claims for
public improvements such as the people
of other parts are not slow in pressing on
the attention of the Government. I do
not see any reason why we should be, and
I feel that the Dominion of Canada have
a right, where public works are needed in
a province, to take them up and consider
themeither before, during or afver an
election just as at any other time. I be-
lieve, for my part, that a numberof

USEFUL BRANCHES

added to our railway system woud
do a good deal to remedy that com-
plaint which we hear so muchof fromthe
other provinces, that our railway is pot
paying. At the present time our railway
runs through the centre of the Island.
Wehave goud harbors on our coasts and
good facilities for shipping, and the rail-
way is not ina porition to compete with
sa':ling craft, as it would be if there were
feeders running out to the coast. An-
other addition of 100 or 120 miles of rail-
way to the railway mileage of- our pro-
vince could be made without at
all increasing the working  ex-
penses of our road in anything
like the proportion required for the
miles already in existence. Some of
these branches conld be operated without
any additional hands and without an ad-
ditional engine. Take, for instance, the
Stanley branch. The engine that runs to
Cape Traverse lie: idle at Emerald for the
greater part of almost every day ia the
year. This engine coull be run onthe
proposed branch without entailing the ex
pense of a simple additional hand o1
an additional engine; and ther
would only need to be considered the cost
of the few tons of cual per year to run
that engine. It is the same with some of
the other branches. A train to Rustico
could be run out from Charlottetown
without very much increase of expendi-
ture, and the same with the Elmira
branch and some others. But I feel that
while these all are important that great
section of the country southof the Hills-
borough is still more to be considered, for
for when our Railway was built it tapped
every political district in the Island ex-
cept Belfast and Murray Harbor, and
while these people have contributed their
share to the building of the P. E. Island
Railway, together with all the uther great
railways, they have not participated in the
benefits in any way. Thus their claim is
particularly strong in this matter of rail-
way construction. (Cheers).

Myfriend, Mr. Davies, in speaking from
this platform made a strong point because
there were a large number of branches
proposed, and said this reduced it tu an
absurdity. Has he forgotten that he
declared on the floor of the House of Com-
mons that the Island was entitled to two
millions on public works; and yet all these
branches are only estimated to cost a little
over One million. If he believes his own
figures to be true how then can he con-
sider the matter to be a farce % (applause)
To show the weakness of the argument

of the hon. gentleman, I have only to
mention the fact that the very first thing
he did was to saldle the Government with
the expense of building a bridge across
the Hillsborough River; and the men,who,
in the advocacy of this question put this
forward, are not trying to help therailway
and are not workingin tlie interests of the
people. He is reported as ‘saying thatif
the bri !g2 was pledged he would give his
support, end not withoutit, or something
to that effect. Well, gentlemen,all I have
to say in regard to that is that I do not
think there is a rational or sensible man
in the east riding of Queen’s, or anywhere
else, who will say that the chances of a
bridge are going to be lessened by building
a branch railway to Murray Harbor. I
believe and believe strongly that if the
railway is constructed it will be an impor-
tant faetorfin pushing forward the con- struction of the bridge at an early date to
a successful conclusion. Nor do I believe  

a¥ agree with the man who will say that
the Railway to Belfast and Murray Harbor
is going to ba-no benefit at all without the
bridge. (Cheers).
There are gentlemen in this meeting

who know very well that the railway
came to the city of St. John from the
American side for twenty or thirty years
before a bridge was built. Did the people
besitate about going on with the railway,
and say “we will not build the railway
until we get abridge 2?” (Cheers.) No,
they got cheir railway, and the railway
and other things forced the construction
of the bridge om the government and it
was built. So it would be in the present
case. (Applause.) We have a

DISTINCT ISSUE IN THIS ELECTION.

The Premier of this Province, the Hon.
Mr. Peters, in delivering his budget
speech, a week or two ago, having an-
nounced his usual deficit, and a pretty big
eve, too notwithstanding his old story. It
is not to bad after all as itis not so big
as the deficit he incurred in the year 1893,
in which he was running his election,
when he had a deficit of $119,000. Not-
withstanding the taxes, he still announces
a deficit of over $30,000 for the past year.
But he wound up with hope. Mr. Laurier,
he says, is likly to get into power, and when
he does there will be an imcrease ia the
Provincial subsidies, and when when Mr.
Laurier came in there would be plenty o!
money to keep his machine running,

I would say to the people of P. E *Is'and
who are interested in the public welfare,
make your choic? whether you wil] seeure
useful public work:, or whether youwill
support a party whose every o!ject is to
get a large amount of money distributed
among the provinces for increased Pro-
vincial subsidies, and which, as I said be-
fore, some of them know so well how to
spend.
As I said before, the people of this

Island are giying great attention to this
matter, and the people who are crying
out against branch railways taxe just the
other side of the question as Mr. Peters
presented it. The one party says we go
for the building of useful branch railways.
The other party says we want to increase
Provincial subsidies for all the provinces;
and [ want you to remember that when
P. E. Island gets one dollar, forty-five
dollars go somewhere else. But, when
you get the claims of the Island to public
works considered and entertained, it is 80
muchto P. E. Island, without necessarily
one dollar going anywhereelse. (applause)
My friend, Mr. Davies, did not forget

to te!l you that during the last hours of
the las: session of Parliament four and
oue-half million dollars was proposed to
be voted for railway subsidies, and that
this was submitted with tie sanction of
the Governor-General. Although the
formula was missing in this case, as well
as in the other, he did not have the
slighte-t doubt about this—did not doubt
it for one moment—andits enorntity he
tried to impress upon your minds. The
fact is that not one dollar of that money
is a new vote atall. It was only a pro-
position to ratify something that had al-
ready been yoted—amounts that had been
previously voted and had lapsed, or were
about to lapse, and which it was necessary
for Parliament to retain. There was not
submiited during the last session one dol-
lar of an expenditure for new railways,
except for the Province of P. E. Island.

I have seen some discussion over an-
other feature of this matter; that is the
appropriation which it was proposed to
make of $250,000 for the purpose of con-
structing two of these branches during the
present summer. In that connectioa I am
ina position to read a leiter from the
the Honorable Mr. Haggart in answer to
a letter of mine:

My Dear Fearcuson,—

In reply to your letter respecting the
branch railways in P. E. Island I beg to
remind veu that on Saturday last I noved
that on fuesday then following thejHouse
should go into committee of the whole
upon the resolution regarding these, rail-
ways, which under the instructions cf the
Government I had previously place@ on
the order paper. As you are aware the
deliberate and svstematic obstruction of
the Opposition readered it out of the quee-
tiou to proceed further with this resolu
tion, and madeit entirely useless to bring
down,as had been determined, a eum of
$250,000 towards the constructing during
this year, of the Belfast and Elmira
branches. The Opposition, therefore, have
by their unwarrantable conduct been ab'e
to thwart for the moment the
policy of the Gove-nment a3 to those
branches. The Government, however, will
be prepared to take the matter up at the
next session and submit. the whole pro-
position above referred to for the sanction
of Parliament.

Iam,
Yours faithfally,

Joun Haccarr.

(Applause.) To authorize the construc-
tion of these short branches one quarter of
the amount necessary for their construc-
tion was to be voted in thefirst fiscal year
and to goon year after year paying about
an equal amount until these branches
were constructed. Asa member of the
Government I come before you expaining
its views and policies,and without any de-
sire or without being fairly open to the
charge in any way of bringing in this mat-
ter as an election cry. It was brought up
years and years ago, and worked up when
there was not an election imminent. I
distinctly repeat this assertion that these
branches are not raised or advocated as an
election cry. They were pressed by our
representatives year after year until the
Governmentfinally adopted tiem as its
policy. Speaking for that Government,I
pledge to you it is the policy of the Gov-
ernment to build these branches. (Ap-
plause.)

MANITOBA SCHOOL QUESTION,

Wehave, in this contest, a question un-
fortunately forced upon us which is ca!-
culated to disturb the public mind toa
considerable degree all over this Dominion.
It is most regrettable that this question
should have been forced on the people of
Canada. I have no hesitation in saying,
and I think I am not speaking too strongly
when I say that a crime has been commit-
ted against the people of Canada by forcing
this question of Manitoba schools into
Dominion politics. The people of the Red
River district entered the confederation in
1370 with asolemn treaty and compact
by which their rights in the matter of edu-
cation were to be preserved tothem. The
solemn compact entered into in 1870 be-
tween the Parliament of Canada and the
Red River settlers was intended, as the
Hon. Mr. McDougall said, to be on the
same lines, but more comprehensive, than
the compact made in 1865, concerning
Ontario and Quebec. The very men who
had arranged these terms of union with
Canada were, in many cases, the men
who met ia the Legislatare of Manitoba
and passing the first Manitoba School
Act. That Act provided that there should
be Catholic and Protestant schools, speci-
fically carrying out the conditions of the
union. In al! the years which intervened
from 1870 to 1890 the compact was faith-
fully preserved. The school laws of the
province were maintained up to the year
1890, a short time after the Liberal party
of Manitoba got hold of the reins of
power. Mr. Norquay, the Conservative
Leader, resigned in 1888, and the admin-
istration that followed him was not a
strong one. Greenway and Martin were
vigorously fighting to drive them
from power. The Provincial Secretary,
the Hen. Mr. Burke, went back for elec -
tion, and was opposed by Dr. Francis, a
gentleman in the interests of the Liberal
party. The French people were getting
disaffected to the Harrison administra-
tion, but feared that if the Liberals ob-
tained power their schools and language
would be taken from them. On this
account, Mr. Martin and Mr. Greenway
were notreceiving favor in the constituency
and stood a poor chance of electing their
candidate. It was on that occasion that
the Hon. Mr. Fisher, now a member of
the Manitoba Legislature, and at tiat time
the President of the Liberal party in Man-
itoba, Mr, Joseph Mariin, and some  

other gentlemen went down*# to
this St. Francis Xavier district,
and speaking on the platform in the pre-

sence of Mr. Burke the Conservative can-

didate, Mr. Martin, eclemnly pledged Mr.
Greenway and the Liberal Pariy to retain
for the people their schools if they would
but support the Liberal candidate. It was
on these pledges that the people gave Dr.
Francis their support, and his election led
to the fall of the Harrison administration.
This is proved by the affidavits of Mr.
Burke, the Conservative candidate, it is
roved by the affidavit of Dr. Francis. the

Piberal candidate, and by the affidavit of

Mr. Alpkonse Martin, all of whom have
left the Liberal Party on this question. But
they have msde their affidavits that Mr.
Joseph Martin made this pledge, and it
was on the strength of this pledge that the
people supported his candidate. I am
going into these details because it is im-

portant that you should understabd them,
that you should understand that it was the
Liberal Party in Manitoba that introduced
this question, and that they did it by a

GROSS BREACH OF FAITH,

by the violation of a solemn promise that
these men made binding the L. beral Party,
but which they afterward? treacherously
broke, deceiving the people. In speaking
in the House of Commons last year Mr,
Weldon, the representative of Albert
County, N. B,— nd yeu know he has
not been in sympathy with the Govern-
ment on this question—said he was bound
to say (hat at the bar of history these men
who had made these promises and violated
‘hem would be held guiliy of @ gross
breach of faith and honor. He said that
“ The Manithba acts of 1890 was born in
perfidy, and in breach of faith and honor.”
(Applause). : .
My friend, Mr. Davies, speaking the

other evening from this platform, made a
very strong reference to the publication in
the official blue bocks ef those affi-
davits to which I have referred, and
with regard to this I want to say tnat
Mr. Davies is very incorrect in some of
these statements. It is quite true, I believe,
these affidavits were submitted before the
Privy Council, that they were submitted
and afterwards withdrawn and were sub-
sequently published in the blue books. I
believe that their publication in the blue
books was not exactly regular, and it
would have been better if they bad not
appeared in that form at all; but as far as
their appearance is concerned, as far as
the publication of any statements in these
affidavits is concerned, there is really
no room for complaint at all.
Years before, similar affidavits were
uved* before the Supreme Court of
Manitoba ani they were never contradict-
ed or proved to be untrue. They have been
referred to from time to time on the floor
of the House of Commons, and the men
whose honor has been affected by the al-
legations contained in these affidavits have
never said anything about them with the
exception of Mr. Martin. 1 believe be did
deny them. Hedid on one occasien say
they were not true, but he did net go into
any statement or give any substantial rea-
son for his declaration. Mr. Fisher, gho
made the most important of these affiday-
its, is @ man standing as high as any man
in Manitoba. He is a Presbyterian and a
Liberal. He is not a believer in separate
achools, but he believes that this is a
question whether the people of
Canada, the people of Manitoba,
shall preserve faith among the
nations of the earth. Mr. Davies’memory
was singularly at fault in discussing this
question the other evening. He said that
when attention was called to these a‘ti-
davits which had been published in the
bine books, Mr. Dickey got up and ex-
plained that he had been the cause ofit
and that he was sorry fur it. His memory
is at fault. Mr. Dickey had nothing
to do with this blue book.
He was not a Minister of
Justice at the time, He becagge so after-
wards. But he could have had nothing to
do with it then. If there was any state-
ment made it would be Sir Charles H.
Tupper, and not Mr. Dickey, who madeit.
Mr. Davies goes on and saye, notwith—
standing this a second edition was pub-
lished with these sameaffidavits, and ten
thousand copies were scattere? broadcast
all over the country. Now, gentiemen, I
know better than that. I had applica-
cations from somefriends on P. E. Island
who wanted these papers. I found they
were out of print. There were only a few
hundred cop:es printed in the first place
for the judges and the members, ani
were now out of print. I brought this
question before the Council, and urged
that another edition be made, and the
order was made for the publication of five
hundred cop‘es—-not ten thousand. (Cheers.)
I mention this to show you how much my
friend draws on his imagination for facts.
At the time I asked for the publication of
another lot these affifayits were entirely
forgo ten and slipped the memory of the
whole of us, and the work went to the
Queen’s Printer, and that is the matter
Mr. Davies makes so much handle of
when discussing this question. He went
further and said that if tnese affidavits
were true they hai certainly established
the fact that these people had claims
which should not be ignored. These affi-
davits only touched the question of faith,
they only touched the honor of the men
who passed the Manitoba School Act. Dr,
Weldon said the School Act ’was born in
perfidy and cradled in dishonor.

CONSERVATIVES NOT IN IT,

Now I lay the charge against the Liber-
al Party in the Province of Manitoba of
baving violated their faith, and having
deceived these people, and having
in this way thrust this vexed
question on the Dominion of Can-
ada, But the statement has heen made, I
have heard it made from platforms and in
the Senate and House of Commons,that
the Conservatives of Manitoba were a
party to the violation of this faith as welh™
as the Liberals. I deny it. I will submis
evidence to this meeting which will be ac-
cepted by every man in it. The Conser-~
vative party in the Province of Manitoba
were so far from having anything to do
with the breach of taith that they fought
against it. The statement which I will
submit to you is the evidence of Arch-
bishop Tache, the venerable Archbishop
Tache, who lived and died a:nongst his
people there, and who took such a great
interest in everything that pertained to the
welfare not only of the half-breeds and
French people, but of every man and child
in the country. Ina pamphlet published
by him in 1894 speaking on the discussion
which took place in the Parliament of
Manitoba, on the question of the Manitoba
schools he said :
“Mr. Pendergast placed himself in the

foremost position, being endowed with a
superior order of literary, historical,
political and social knowledge. Thefive
Protestant members of the Opposition
(Conservatives) joined them in the very
heat of the battle, but numbers, that ulti-
mate resource of constitutional regime,
crushed every effort.”

Therefore, the facts stand out that it
was the Liberal party in Manitoba that
thrust this question into the arena cf
politics and the Conservatives had nothing
todo with it. My friend, Mr. Davies,
speaking on this question said he was
amused at the view put forward by

THE EXAMINER NEWSPAPER

to the effect that the decision a
of the Privy Councii of Eng-
land on the last appeal had established
a duty on the Government of Canada
todeal ina special way with regard to
this question. He deciared that the Privy
Council decided that the minority hal a
right to appeal, aesuming that certain
facts were true as alleged, aud at that point
the effect of the Privy Council decision
ended. In regard to thr: position I want
to point out to you the views of tbree
men. For thefirst of the three Mr. Dav-
ies entertains a great respect, and I think
he has a very considerab!e opinion of the
other two gentlemen. Tie first is that of
Mr. Laurier, why, speakiag in the Parlia-
iof Canada in 1893, made use of these
words :

“I affirm Ahis at the Outset, as t

 


